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T H E 


TRANSLATOR 


TO THE 


READEM 


'T - general uſe of Mental Prayer through the 
= Cr iftianWorld, next to the influence of the 


Droie Spirit, who 1 the principal Cauſe and 

Author of all that ts good, oweth very much 

20 the pious labours of thoſe, who in Written Books and 
Volumes, have treated at large in this holy Exerciſe, of 
Its nature, excellency, and advantages ; and bave de- 
livered rules and 9. "of jo the due performance of it ; 
and withal have ſuggeſted ample matter of Meditation, 
digeſted into points, and ſet down in order and method : 
By which means this principal part of Devotion, though 
ſomething difficult in 1ts ſelf, without the ſpecial Untti- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, hath been wonderfally facilitated, 
end made familiar toall: Neither are we 1n England 
aleſtitute of theſe helps, having in our own language 
Luiz de Puentes, Luiz Granada's, & Vincentio 
Bruno's Meditations, and ſome others, whoſe pious 14- 
bours bave proved ſingularly beneficial to the Chriſtian 
World. , Yet in regard theſe Authors are either large 
3n themſelves, or have not that ſet and ready diſtributs- 
07: for each dayin the year, which would be a riddance 
of 4 Continnal tronuple in ſeeking ont, and contriving 
ns Meds 
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Meditations ſuitable to the current time and day; and 
becauſe many there are, who, though deſirom to employ 
themſelves daily in this Exerciſe, yet have not either 
will, or leaſure to ſpend much time therein, or convent- 
ence to have always about them larger Volumes-; I thought 
zt would not prove a ſuperfluous labour to adjoyn to the 
former helps ſome more compenaious and methodical ſup- 
ply; which 7 hope will be ſo performed by this ſhort Jour- 
zal, that young beginners may find what help they deſire 
without tediouſneſs , and others that have had more 
prattice in Mental Prayer, and defire to employ more 
rime therein,may not want matter t9 workypon, and dilate 
themſelves more at large, both in diſcourſe and aff ettion. 
The Author of this Fournal is of our own Nation,and 
yet living, though buried to the World, whoſe modeſty en= 
Joyns me 10 a concealment of his name : Butinregardthe 
reputation of my Author may be of concern tothe benefit 
of my Reader, I think. my ſelf bound to let the world 
know that his ſiagular vertue and abilities have firſs 


placed, and ſince fixed him theſe laſt twenty years in an* 


eminent employment, and one of greateſs truſt in the ſtate 
and profeſſion he liveth in, He wrote this Book thirty 
years face in Latin, for the benefit of a private Com- 
munity, of whoſe ſpiritual advancement, then committed 
z0 his charge he was zealous, T his work., though never 


yet ſet forth to the publick, view of the worldin Print, 


hath a ſufficient approbation from the general eſteem of 
all thoſe that have made uſe of it. | 
Some per ſons of kyuown vertue,. literature, and autho- 
rity, have procured themſelves Copies,” and make uſe of 
z other in their daulyexerciſe of Mental Prayer, Others 
have taken the pains to Tranſcribe 4t for their conſtant 
fe ; and both} theſe and ſeveral others have wiſhed to ſee it 
publiſhed in Engliſh, for the more general benefit of our 
Nation. T he matter 1s ſolid,and for the moſt part ground. 
ea on Divine Scripture, and fitly accommodated to the Jes 


. The Tranſlator to the Reader. 


andpradtice of the Church,which in ſeveral parts of the 
year doth repreſent unto us the ſeveral Myſteries of our 
Saviours Incarnation, hi Infancy, Life and Dottrine, 
his Paſſion and Death, Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion. The 
Method 15 plain and caſie, laying down.in order each 
days Meditation, and requiring no further trouble than 
the. going continually on with them; or if you chance to 

_maks any interruption for weeks or days,. you need but. 
7x77 to: the week and day you are in, according to the 
Eccleſraſtical account, which every Calendar will tell you. 
As concerning the Tranſlation, I have been faithful. 

22 my truſt, keeping touch all along with the ſenſe of the 
Original: What alterations I have made, I was ncceſ= 
ſtated unto, by reaſon of the matter, which being in 
many ptaces applied by the Author to the particular Com- 
munity, for which he wrote, required ſome change for 
the more. general uſe of all, and I was authorized 


£995 oh hors, before that of any private perſon, 


mughmoxe of my own. Fudgment and Opinion. T have al- 


7 im 


your bands, and recommend it to your ſerious peruſal. If 
per haps 
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- perhaps your neceſſary occaſions and employments,or little 
2a” or apprehenſion of difficulty in the exercize of 


Hental Prayer, permit not any longer or more (fudjous 
Xeditation, at leaſt take the pains to read every day one 


of theſe pages, and for the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, 
either ſiting or walking, only to refiett or ruminate upon. 
what you have read, applying what you may, to your 
ſelf,, and thinking what may ſerve for your own pra- \ 

I hope, after ſome acquaintance, you will receive 


Etice. 
that ſatusfattion, which I prepoſed to my ſelf in the 
firſt undertakzng of the Work; and that by means thereof, 


' and the aſſiſtance of Gods Holy Grace, you will come to 


Job, 17, 3. 


reap thoſe admirable fruits of Mental Prayer, conſiſt- 
Ing in the knowledge of your ſelf, and of your duty to 
God; of the malice and damages of Sin; of the Miſe- 
ries and Vanities of the World; of the prattice je 
manner of Chriſtian perfettion ; but chiefly in the emi- 
»ent knowledge and love of God, and of our Lord F E- 
SUS CHRIST, with the infinite treaſures compre 
bended in the Myſteries of bis Life, Paſſion and Re- 
ſarrettion, wherein confiſteth the beight of all our mu 
feftion in this life, and the accompliſhment of all onr 

neſs in the next, according to that of the Apoſtle, This 
is Life everlaſting, that they know thee the only 
true God, ' and whom thou haſt fent FE'SUS 
CHRIST; To whom with the Father, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be all praiſe, honour, and glory, now, and for 


_ 


ruer, AMER, 25, ap- 59 
Your Servant in Chriſt, : 


PREFACE 


INTRODUCTION. 


Of the Method of the Work, and of ſuch things as 
are neceſſary for al} Meditation, 


UR chief intent in this Journal, is to ſug-. 
geſt certain brief heads or points of Medi- 
tation, for the benefic of ſuch as being de- 

firous to ſpend ſome ſhort time daily in the exerciſe 

of Mental Prayer, have not leiſure to peruſe, nor 
convenience to have ſtill about them larger Vao- 

lumes. . 

We have afligned to every day in the year its pe- 
culiar Meditation; wherefore it at any time there 
chance to be more Meditations than days that year, 
as for example, before Advent, or Chriſtmas, or 
than there arc weeks after Epiphany, or Pentecoſt, 
thoſe that are over and above, are to be omitted 
that year. | 

As tothe Method, we have for the moſt part fol- 
lowed the Abridgement of F. Lews of Puente his Me- 
ditations. Wherefore we have taken our beginning 
irom the 'Purgative way, employing the Month of 
November, in the conſideration of our End, of Sin, 
ot Death, of Judgment, of Purgatory, and of Hell ; 
yet ſo, that it be free for every one cither " al- 
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fume theſe for this Month, or to continue on ac- 
cording to the day and week after Penteco#7, which 
he is in, till Advert. From Advent to Septuageſm- 
Sunday ( to conform our ſelves, what we can, to the 
uſe and practice of the Church) we treat of the In- 
carnation, Nativity, and Infancy of Chrift, which 
appertain to the Illuminative way: From Septua- 
geſm to Eaſter, we contemplate the Paſſion : Thence 
again we treat of the ſeveral Apparitions of our 
Lord, of Gods divine benefits, and of other Myſte- 
ries proper to Feaſts which occur at that time: All 
which appertain to the Unitive way. And laſtly, 
from the third Sunday after Pentecoſ#, we proſecute 
the reſt of our Saviours Life and Preaching, till 
Noewember. | 

 Upon-every Sunday and ſolemn Feaſt, that hath 
a determinate fixed place in this our diſtribution, 
we have endeavoured to comply with the general 
devotion towards the bleſfed Sacrament, and there- 
fore have inſtituted on thoſe days a Meditation of 
Holy Communion ; taking out of the Goſpel of 
the day (excepting the Sundays of November, the 
which, as luck, have no certain Goſpel ) ſome con- 
hderation under which we may conſider Chriſt in 
the Eucharift, much after the manner wherein A4- 
ronizs 1folina, Alvarez de Paez, and others conſider 
him ; now as a King, now as a Guelt, Spouſe, Phy- 
fician, @&*c. 

To theſe Meditations we have prefixed a congru- 
ous Refletion, that is, ſome Vetlicle taken out of 
Scripture, for every one to entertain his thoughts 
witnal, while he awaketh from ſleep, and clotheth 
hinfelf, that he may the better be diſpoſed to enter- 
tain him whom he 1s to receive that day. 

Although our intended brevity will not admit of 
any long diſcourſe, yet we cannot omit to fay _ 
| | thing 
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thing briefly in this place concerning Meditation, 
for the neceſſary information of thoſe who are leſs 
converſant in this Exerciſe. If any deſire further 
inſtruction in this point, they may receive fyJl fatis- 
faction by reading F. Puente his Introduction to 
Mental Prayer, which is the entrance to his Book 
of Meditations, 


Of Meditation, 


Meditation is nothing elſe but an exerciſe of the 
Interiour Powers of our Soul, viz. Memory, Under- 
{tanding, and Will; whereby we conſider God, and 
the Myſteries of our Faith,entertaining our ſelves in 
affetuous diſcourſes with his Divine Majeſty ; beg- 
ing of him his gifts, and negotiating with him the 
main affair of our falvation and pertetion. In Me- 
Citation there are four principal parts. 

The firit, is the exerciſe of our Memory, where- 
by after we have placed our elves in the preſence 
of God, we let before us the Myſtery whereon we 
intend to meditate, divided into points, exerciſing 
our ſelves in lively a&s of Faith concerning the 
{ame Myſtery, without which all our Meditation 
will be cold and languiſhing, according to that ſay- 


ing of the Prophet, If you ill not believe, you ſhall not 16. 7. 9. 


underſtand. 
- The ſecond,is the exerciſe of our Underſtanding, 
which goeth through the matter propoſed, bending - 
its forces to penetrate and comprehend it, with all 
1t5 canſes, properties, effes, and circumſtances, and 
framing thence ſuch diſcourſes and reaſons, as may 
convinceus of the truths we meditate on, which Þe- 
ing repreſented to the Will, may move it to con- 
gruous affections, 
The third confiſteth in the motion of the Will, 
A 3 CO!1- 
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conformably to what the Underſtanding had ſug- 
geſted unto it, fo as to produce ſeveral acts and at- 
tections, ſome in order to ones felt, others in order 
ro God; as of Love, Confidence, Gratitude, Sor- 
row, Hatred, Confuſion, Deſire of our ſpiritual 
Pr ogreſs, & >c. which are the proper effects and end 
of \ Won. 

The fourth conſiſteth in demanding of God ſuch 
things, as by Meditation we underſtand to be ne- 
cafiary for us, which we perform by preſentingour 
requelt by lome Colioquy to the Bleſſed Trinity, 
either ſeverally to one or more perſons, or gene- 
rally to all, as the preſent matter may require, or 
Our altection luggeit. 

in all Meditation are neceilary certain Preambles 
wilch do hep, and asit were open the way and enter- 
ance into the mMarter we are about, to contemplate. 
We thoall have ai Nom cd proper Preambles to each 
Medication, - but becauls that could not Rand wich 
our imended brevity, we have thought fit to {et down 
313 T3 PLACe lomething of them 1n ge -neral. 


Of Preambles 


In all Medicacion are neceſlary at leaſt two Pre- 
ambles. The firtt is called Compoſition of Place. 
The ſecond is rhe imploring of Divine Light or 
Grace. 

, Compoſition or Piace, is nothing but a certain 
1maginary repreſentation of the Per ſons, Places, and 
other objeets which we are to meditate on, as it we 


Ci ſee them with our eyes. For example, If your 


MecGitation be of our Lords Nativity, tor the firſt 
Peder ble imagine your felt to {ee the Cave or Sta- j 
bl> lying open to the Wi mY - the Crib, or Man- | 
oct, wherein the Bleed Infant lieth 3 the Bletled | 

Virgin, 
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Virgin, and St. Fo/eph ſtanding by, and the 1iks. 
If your Meditation be of Death, {er befre YOUr 
eyesa ſick man lying on his dearly bed, given over 
by the Phyſicians, oppreſſed with griet and pain z 
if it beof Hell, imagine ſome trighttul and dads O!5 
Dungeon, dark, ſtinking, darting out aery ilames, 
e&c. and lo of others. 

Bur it your Meditation be not of any cor poreal 
thing, or ſubject to ſenſe; As for example, of the 
Attributes of God, of the grievouſnets of Sin, a 
the like ; andthere occur nor any fitter, or more © FAR 
per Preamble, tor a general Preamble in all {ach 
matters, imagine yourſelf betore the Throne oi the 


Divine Majeſty az a poor Beggar asking an Alms, 


to wit, that by his grace you may _—_Y char half 
hour, or hour, in the contemplation of things con- 
ducing to your ſalvation. 

The ſecond Preamble is generally every-where 
the ſame, to wit, the imploring of Divine Light and 
Grace, that yOu may come to underſtand and love 
as You ought the good, and deteſt and avoid the evil 
which you are to meditate on, according ro the di- 
verſity of the marter. | 

Entering therefore into Meditation, plac? your 
ſelf firſt with all humility in the preſence of God, i- 
magining that Chriſt expects you there ready to gi; 
you audience; then kneeling down with p roſo. nd 
TeVCrence, lay chat ſhort Preparatory Prayer ot ti! 


Church, Pr event, 298 beleech thee, 0 Ler, 4, or: Forts, 
by thy Spirit alfijfing is, and im bel [P7718 Pardo 
cite them, that ail our prayer and We ER Fg 1:34".3p8 
from thee, ne begin, by thee may ve ended, Trig 


Chrift car Lord, men : or lome OUNCE - like : SH 
make uſe of the firit Preamble of Co: not. ion of 
Place! and that being done, beg of - Almioliy 
Gol Grace {uitable to the {ibject of < DICICHNT 


th 
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Meditation. After this, enter upon the points or 
matter of your Meditation, which mult be prepa- 
red before hand, and diſcourſe upon them with 
your underſtanding , examining with your ſelf 
who, what, where, by what means, wheretore, in 
what manner, when, and other general circum- 
ſtances that offer themſelves ; and in all of them 
procure, now and then, to ſtir up your will by pt- 
' ous Aficdtions and Colloquies, as often as there 
ſhall be occaſion : in which Aﬀections and Collo- 
quies, becaute the chief fruit of Prayer doth con- 
fiſt, therefore we will treat of them in this placg 
more at large. ; 


Of Colloqures. 


Colloquies are to be made as well through the 
whole courie, as at the end of Meditation, to wit, 
as often as the Will is ſtirred up to love or hate ; 
to proſecute , or to fly what 1s ſet before it ac- 
cording as it is informed by the underſtanding of 
the goodneſs or malice of 'the objet : And be- 
cauſe we may divers ways conceive God in relati- 
on to our ſelves, therefore the Colloquies are to be 
made, ſometimes as a Subje& to his Prince, ſome- 
times as of a Child to his Father; at other times a- 
gain, as of the Spouſe to her Beloved, of Friend to 
Friend, of a Criminal to his Judge, &c. now beg- 
ging ſomething, now admiring, now offering, now 
congratulating, now condoling, as the preſent mat- 
ter ſhall require. And becauſe there are many 
kinds of theſe Afﬀections, it will not be amiſs in this 
place to rehearſe ſome of them in particular in-an 
Alphabetical order. The Colloquy therefore may 
be framed by way of, : 

EL ACCUSA4TION, Accuſing your 1clf for having 


been 
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. been cauſe, for example, of Chriſts ſufferings, or of * P-ral. ax, 


: o » 5 - .  & 
other evils, ſaying with David, am not I he that com- * 


manded 2? It ws T that bave ſinned, it zs T that have done 
the evil, &C. Lord my God, let thy hand be turned, I 
beſeech thee, upon me : and the like. - 
IL 4DMIRATTION, wondering at the Good- 
'neſfs, Wiſdom, Power, and other like,Attributes 
of God. O Lord, our Lord, how marvelous as thy ph.s.2. 


Name ? O Lord of Hoſts, who zs like to thee ? Thou art pry, 9 9, 


anghty, O Lord, and thy truth round about thee : or the 
lixe. 

HE. 4FFIRMATION, Afirming, for example, 
that God is juſt, great, and dreadful ; that they are 
happy that ſerve him, and the like. Thou art ju}, Phil. 118. 
O Lord, and thy judement ws right. Becauſe our Lord por 46 ui 
zs high, terrible, a great King over all the earth. Bleſſed PM 64. 5. 
zs he whom thou hat choſen and taken, he ſhall dwell in 
thy Courts. © EL 

IV. BENEDICTION, Blefling God for hearing 
our Prayers, tor having redeemed us, and for other 
benefits, which he hath beſtowed upon us; and in- 
viting all Creatures to do the ſame. Bleſſed be God, Phil. 55. 26, 
2ho bath not removed my prayer, and hy mercy from AY 
-1e, GC. Bleſſed be our Lord God of Tiracl, becauſe be 
hath wiſited, and wrought the redemption of hs peopie, 
All works of our Lord, bleſs ye our Lord, praiſe and ſu- Dan. 3. 574 
perexalt him for ever. 

V. COMMINAT ION, or threatning woe to your 
ſelf, unleſs you mend, unleſs you obey ods call, c>c. 
Unleſs you will be converted, he ſhall ſhake has ſword, be PR. > 13, 
hath bent his bow, and prepared it,&&C. Underſtand thoſe "% 45: 3 
things, you that forget God, Jeſt ſometime be take you Ui- 
olently, and there be none to deliver your, 
- V4 COMPASSION for Chriits labours and ſu 
terings. I am ſorry for thee, my Broth2 JOnatnas, e- 2 ner, x. 
ceeding beautiful,and amiable. Whoweuld grant me that **: 


A 4, U 
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2 _ 13. T might die for thee ? T will not Iive without wound 


Rod & | (Cl ſaith St. Boxaventure ) becauſe I ſee thee full of wounds. 
Piſ.c.8. VH. COMPLAINT, Piouſly complaining as if 
Pl. 12. 7. God had left you. How, O Lord, wilt thou forget 
P41. 88. 50. re unto the end ? How long dof thou turn away thy face 
Piale 87-15. from me ? Where are thine old mercies, O Lord, &c. 
IWiy doſkgthou, O Lord, rejetf my prayer ? 

VIIt. COMPUNCTION and GRIEF, for that by 
your fins you have been cauſe of Chrilts {utterings, 
and of the ſcourges wherewith God doth chaſtiſc 
the World. Take me up, and caiF me tmto the Sea , 
for I know that for me this tempeſe 1s upon you. ' I do 
know mine iniquity, and my fin zs before me ahways. 

IX. CONFESSION, Acknowledging the benefits 
ot God, and your own Infinity. 1 will confeſs to thee, 
O Lord King, and will praiſe thee God my Saviour. T 
Plat. 37-4» ill confeſs - 'o thy Name, becauſe thou art become my 

helper, and protef{our. There is no health in my fleſh, 
&Cc. - My bones have no peace at the face of my ſins. 
X. CONGRAFULATION with Chriſt for his 
ore uh 7. victory over death, with the Bleited Virgin for the 

To. glory of her Son, and for her own Election. Let us 

—x in [ing to our Lord for he zs gloriouſly magnified, &C. Thou 
art the glory of Feruſalem, thou the joy of Iirael, thou 

the honour of our People, &c. We give thee thanks for 

thy grear glory. 

XI. COSULTATION, Conſulting between our 
Lord and your ſelf, what you are to do for him , 
what to return for his benefits.  1/har ſhall I do 'o 
thee, O Keeper of men? IWhat ſhall render to our Lord 
or all things that he hath rendred to me 7 

XII. DE SIRE of r heay enly and everlaſting . Hem 
Huw beloved are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ? 

Dat. 41,2. foul rovetcth and Favs uh unto the Courts of our Lord. "” 
wen as the Heart deſs rreth after the Fountams of waters, lo 
auth my foul defire after thee, O God, 1 deſire thee a thouſaud 

H116S, 


Jan. 1, T2. 
Pial. $0. 5+ 


Eccl. 5. I. 


Job 7. 20. 
Plal. 115. 3. 


Plal. 83. 2. 
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times, my TESUS, when will you come ? When will you o_ iff 
make me joyful ? when will you give me myfill of you? w 

XII. DETESTA TION, Abominating your own. 
ſins and ſluggiſhneſs. I have hated iniquity, and abhoy- Phl. 118, 
red it, I have hated the Church of the Malignant, and 5: 0, 
with the impions I will not fit. What as to me in Hea- Plal.72.256 
ven, and beſides thee, what would I upon the Earth? 

XIV. DOUBT, Demanding of yourſelf what you 
ought to do, and what will become of you, ſeeing all 
are to be ſo rigorouſly judged. Whither ſhall I go from pti.r4s.7, 
thy ſpirit, and whither ſhall I flie from thy face ? who, xs PSS.49% 
the man that ſhall live and ſhall not ſee death ? ſhall de- 
liver his foul from the hand of hell? and the like. 

XV. EXHORTATION, Excitingyour ſelf to de- 
| light in God alone;to open your ſelf untohim, to put 
your whole truſt in him. Be delighted in our Lord, and © 
he will give thee the petitions of thy heart. Reveal thy way 
| toour Lord, and hope in him, and he will do it. Cat thy 251-5423, 
| care upon our Lord, and he will nouriſh thee. 

XVI FAITHand CONFIDENCE in the goodneſs 
of God, and that by his grace you will overcome all 
difficulties and temptations,@*c. Our Lord zs my illu- Plal.26.r. 
mination,and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear ? He will 4g 
not be angry ahvays, neither will he threaten for, ever. 
In thee I ſhall be delivered from temptation, and in my 
God IT ſhall go over the wall. 

XVIL GLADNESS or FOY tor the propagation 
of Gods glory, for the greatneſs of his Majeſty and 
pertections, and tor the fulfilling of his divine Will. 
Be joyful in our Lord, and rejoyce ye jusr, and glory all ye Plalar.rr, 
right of heart. Rejoycing I will rejoyce in our Lerd, and 01-10. 
my foul ſhall be joyful in my God, becauſe he hath clothed 
me with the garments of ſalvation, &C. 

X VIII. GRATITUDE & THANKSGIVING tor 
benefits received. 4p fou!, ble thou our Lord, and ene: 
forget not all bis retributions. We thank thee, Lord *ocIh17. 

God 


, 
j 
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God Omnipotent, which art, which waſt, and which 
ſhalt come. 

XIX. HUMILIATION, Acknowledging 
your ſelf a ſinner, a wretch, a worm, your own infir- 
mity, rejoycing therein as occaſion of merit, and hu- 

_ ls mility. Iam a worm, and no man, a reproach of men, 
Pal. x18. and outcaſs of the People. 1 will not hope in my bow, and 
£ my Sword will not ſave me, &c. Tt z5 good for me, that 
thou haſt humbled me, that I may tearn thy juſtifications. 
XX. IMITATION, Exciting your {eli to follow 
Exod.25.40. Our Lord, and tread his foot-ſteps. Look, and ds ac- 
_ 5» cording to the pattern. Be a followerof God, as a moſt 
20. 13. 14. : : | 
" * * dear Child. Do you on our Lord FESUS Chriſt. I will 
follow thee whether ſoever thou goeſt, Luk. 9. c*. 
XXI. INVITATION, Inviting our Lord to viſit, 
Pſal. 43-23. help, and ſave you. Ariſe, hy ſleepeth thou O Lord 2 
Plal. 79: 15+ Ariſe, and expell vs not to the end. O God of Hoſt return, 
regard from Heaven, and ſee, and wiſit this Vineyard. 
XXII. LOVE, profefling your elf to love God 
Jo 23.16, above all things. Lord thou knoweſt that T love thee. 1 
PACT ky will love thee, O Lord, my ſtrength : And exhorting all 
men to do the ſame. Lowe our Lord all ye his Saints. 
XXIIL NARRATION, Recounting what God 
hath done for you, or others, or what you have 
Pf). 22, 2. done for him. Our Lord ruleth me, and nothing ſhall 
be wanting to me, in place of paſture, there he hath placed 
Pſal, 2r. 5. 742e. I thee our Fathers have hoped, they hoped, and thou 
mal 39 th didjt deliver them. Thy juſtice I have not hid in my 
heart. Thy truth, and thy (alvation T have ſpoken. 
XXIV. OBLATION, Offering your lelf to God, 
to ſerve him, to obey him in all things, and to ſut- 
Bl, 11$.9. fer for him. O Lord, Tam thy ſervant, Tam thy ſer- 
47y 75. 16, vant, and the Son of thy Hand-maid. As a Beaff, 1 
am become with thee, and I always with thee, I am 
ready for ſcourges, and my ſorrow i in my ſight ar 
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The Preface or Introduition. 
RXV. OBSECRATION, Earneſtly imploring 


the Divine Aid, and ſach ſpiritual graces as you ſtand 


moſt in need of: Help #s, O Godour Saviour, and for PR 78. 9. 
the glory of thy Name, O Lord, deliver us. Turn thee, Plal. 6.5. 
O Lord, and deliver my ſoul, ſave me for thy mer- 


CY. 
: XXVI. PETITION, Craving to be heard, illu- 
minated, directed, preſerved, and the like. Hear my Pal.33 155; 
prayer, O Lord, and my petition, 2ith thine ears recetve 
7n1y tears. O God intend unto my help, Lord make haſt Pſil. 69.2. 
to help me. Dire& my way in thy ſight. Direct me m = _ 
thy truth, and teach me. Keep me, O Lord, from the 
hand of the ſinner, &C. Pſal. 139. F. 

XXVII. PRAISE, Extolling the power, Wil- 
dom, and Mercy of our Lord, and inviting all crea- 
turesto do the fame. Great zs our Lord, aud great zs his pry1, 146. 


ſtrength, and of his wiſdom there is no number. My wk. 1. 46. 


Soul doth magnifie our Lord. Praiſe ye our Lord, from ra: 


the Heawvens, Praiſe ye him in the high places, Praiſe ye 

him all his Angels. 

 XXVII. PREFERRING, Having a greater 

eſtzem and concern, for heavenly and divine ob- 

jets, than for the earthly and tranſitory things 

of this World. Better 7s one day in thy Courts above Pa. $4. rr. 

thouſands. I have choſen to be an abjec in the houſe of 

2y God,rather than to dwell in the tabernacles of ſinners. py 6 16. 

Better is a little tothe juſt, above much riches of ſinners. : 
XXIX. PROSOPOPEIA, Imagining to your 

ſelf that God doth ſpeak unto you reproving your 

negligence, or cxhorting you to fervour. How art Jer. 2. 21, 


os L | 7 : Tia. 5. 2, 
thou turned unto me in that which is depraved, O ſtrange T4. 5 Sy 


Vineyard ! I looked that it ſhould yeild grapes, and it Jer. 3.12. 
yeilded wild grapes. How is the gold darkned, the beſt 
colour cyanged ? Return, O Rebellions Iſrael (loul) and 
I will not turn away my face from you. 


XXX. 


The Preface or Introduftion. 


KXXz PURPOSE, Purpoſing to ſerve God bet- 
ter, to reſiſt temptations, and to propagate his glory, 

_ 33.2. Toill keep my ways that 1 offend not in my tongue. Towill 

la. I7. 38. : 

PC. 21. 23, Purſue mime enemies, and overtake them, and will not 
rerurn till they fail. Dill declare thy name to my bre- 
thren, in the midſt of the Charch I will praiſe thee. 

 XXXLI. RENUNCIATION or ABNEGATION, 
Denying your own will, and renouncing all ho- 

Luk, 82, 42. NOUr and glory, as due to God alone. Not my ll, 

-"_y 31.4 but thine be done. Not to ws, O Lord, not to ws, but to 

*** thy Name give theglory. Lord, I am not worthy that 
hou fhouldſt enter under my roof. 

XXXII. REPREHENSION, Rebuking your ſelf, 
for being ſloathful, irreſolute, a lover of toyes, &*c. 

Prov. 6. 9. How long wilt thou ſleep, O ſluggard? IWhen wilt thou 

Dreyer: 22+ rife out of thy ſleep ? How long do you love infancy, and 

as fools covers things which are hurtful to your ſelves? 
How long ſhall Tput counſels in my ſoul ? | 
XXXII. RESIGNATION, Refigning your ſelf 

Mat. 26. 29, © the Will of God, Lord, not as I w1!l, but as thou. 

Je 4 9 Thy will be done in Earth, as it 3s m Heaven. As it 

| hath pleaſed our Lord, ſo is it done : the Name of our Lord 

be bleſſed. 
XX XIV. SOLACE or ENCOURAGEMENT, Ani- 
mating your felf to expe our Lord, to cruſt in 
wh 26. 14. him, and the like. Evxpe&F our Lord, do manfully, 

"#3 and let thy heart take courage, and expect thou our Lord. 

IWhy art thou ſorrowful, O my ſoul ? And why does 
thou trouble me? Hope in God, becaaſe yet will I con- 
feſs to him. : | 

XXXV. SOLLICITATION,, as it were urging 

Pl. 21.2. God to give you ſpeedy aid. God, my God, have reſpect 

PBL 42 23, tome 5 why haſt thou forſaker me 2? Incline thine ear to 
me, make haſ# to deliver me. Ariſe, why ſleepeſ# thor, 
Q Lord ? Ariſe, and gxpell, ms noi.to he end, 


XXXVI, 


PR. ARE mM hs IP NO gen VII TOIVE... —_—_— —_— B _ 


Rr mmm 


_” OO 2 FO I. 4 


a 


The Preface or Introduftion. 
KXXVI. ZEAL, Deſiring that the glory of God 


may be propagated, and his Enemies humbled. O P61. 78. r. 


God, the Gentiles are come into thine inheritance, they 


the enemy upbraid, the adverſary provoke thy Name for 
ever. Let God ariſe, and let his enemies be diſperſed. 
Theſe, or other like afte&tions, you may make 
uſe of for your Colloquies ; and theſe, or other 
ſich Verſicles taken out of Scripture, may perhays 
help you to enter with greater facility into your 
Colloquies, which afterwards you may proſecute 
more at large, as your affection ſhall ſuggeſt, and 
the Unction of the Divine Spirit ſhall teach you. 
And although it be expedient, as hath been ſaid, 
to break into theſe Colloquies, at any time during 
the Meditation, yet this ſame is to be done with 
more earneſt endeavour, and exadtneſs in the end ; 
ſometimes calling upon the Eternal Father, ſome- 
times upon the Son, at other times upon the Holy 
Ghoſt : Sometimes alſo upon the Bleſſed Virgin, 
our Angel Guardian, the Saints our Patrons, implo- 
ring their aid and interceflion, giving thanks, &c. 
As the preſent matter ſhall require. Unto this Col- 
loquie 1s to be joyned foie Vocal Prayer, as the Pa- 
ter Noſter, it the Colloquie be directed to God the 
Father ; Anima Chriſt: [anftifica ime, The Soul of 
Chriſt ſontifie me; It to the Son ; Vent Creator, If 
to the Holy Ghoſt ; Ave Maria, or ſome like to 
the Bleiied Virgin, or to the Saints. 
| "ſc is a commendable practice of many, having 
ended their Meditation, to note down in brief, in 
ſome little book for that end, their good purpoſes, 
and the chiet lights which God communicated unto 
them in theirprayer; leaſt otherwiſe they come to 
be fruitleſs : for as it futhceth not for che bringing 
torth 
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. have polluted thy holy Temple. How long, O God, ſhall Pal. £7. % 
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The Preface or Tytroduftion. 
forth of fruit, that good ſeed be caſt into the ground; 
unleſs it be kept, and foſtered in the boſome of the 
earth, ſo neither will it be available for our Souls 
ſpiritual good onely to have heard the Voice or 
Word of God inPrayer : But (as Chriſt ſaid ) Bleſ- 


ſed are they that hear the Word of God, and keep it, 
Luke 17. 28. 


November. 


On the Feaſt of All Saints, = The worn- 


ing Enter=- 
tainment. 


Of Holy Communion. O God, my 
| God, to thee 
I watch 


Conſider ChriFt in the Euchariſt as God, and Head fromthe 


of all Saints. liek. - 

Magine your felf among the bleſſed companies 

of Saints in Heaven, contemplating the divine 

face of God ; and conſider, x. How great is 

the Glory, Riches, Beauty, and Majeſty of that in- 
finite Eflence. Thouſands of thouſands miniſter to him, 
and ten thouſand hundred thouſands aſſiſt him, ſaith Da- 
niel, Dan. 7. to. Think how great is his Power. 


. All things whatſoever our Lord would, he hath done in pat.62.25 


heaven, in earth, in the ſea, and in all the depths. How | 
great his Wiſdom. Great zs our Lord, and great ﬆ his Pſal.134.6, 
ferength, and of his wiſdom there 7s m0 number. How 
great his Immentity, which 1s higher than heaven, pra. 146.5, 
deeper than bell, longer than the earth, and broader than Job 11. 8. 
the fea. Ando of his other divine Attributes. 

Conſider 2. This ſo great a Majeſty, and Head 
of all the Saints whoſe memory you celebrate this 
day, diſdaineth not to enter the Cottage of your 
Soul, and even defireth it himſelf, according to that, 
My delights ( are ) to be with the children of en, Prov.$ 37, 
not for that heſtands in need of you, who are but 
duſt and aſhes 3 but to enrich your poverty with 
his infinite treaſures. Think therefore with your 
jelt what you are, and who he 1s, and cry out with _ 
the Prophet, Hhat rs man that thou art mindful of him 2 Pal. 8.5. 
or the ſoa of man, that thou viſiteFt him ? 

Contider 3. You muſt diligently prepare your 
Soul againſt the coming of {ſo great a Guelt ; ac- 
cording -to that, Be prepared fo meet thy God, O Amos 4. 12. 
Irraet. 


November. 


T5ac]. Wherefore cleanſe it firſt with the greateſt 
purity that poſlible you are able 3 and not onely 
from Mortal, but alſo from all Venial Sin: For, 

Mats 5-3. * BJoſſed are the clean of heart, (laith Chriſt ) for they 
ſhall ſee God. Then enkindle in your ſelf an ardent 
love, that ſo you may deſerve to keep him long with 

John 24.23. you, according to that, If any love we, &c. Ie will 
come to him, and will make abode with him. 


Morn. ent The firſt Sunday after All-Saints. 


To day I 


ſhall dine h 
with the Of Holy Communion. 
5. 2, : | 
Conſider Chrift in the Eucharift as Ring. 
Note. * This and the other Meditations on the Sundays of thi Month, are to be 


placed between Week and Week, as they come in their turn, 


Onſider r. Chriſt 1s truly a King; the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords ; and not onely of 

one Province or parcel of earth, but of all Heaven 

PL 2.6, and Earth, of Men and Angels. Tam appointed King 
by him over Sion, &C. and not for a time onely, as 0- 

Exed.15.18, ther Kings upon Earth , but for ever and evermore. 
Wherefore all duties, ſervices, and tribute, which 
Subje&sowe to their King, are much more due from 

you to Chriſt. See whether you have performed 

them hitherto, or no. 

Conſider 2. What you would do if ſome earthly 

Prince were to come to your houſe, how carefully 

would you have ir {wept, cleanſed, adorned, and 

{et in order, leſt there ſhould be any thing that 

might offend the Prince's eye: How much more 

ought the houſe of your Soul to be adorned, which 

the King of Heaven will vouchſafe this day to en- 

ter in the Holy Euchariſt : for as Devid ſaith, The 

| habitation 


_ 
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Gabitation 25 10t prepared for man, but for God. - And x Par. 
if thoſe women mentioned in Ef her, prepared them- 7 © 
Melves a whole year to appear but once before the _ 
King Aſuerns, For ſix months they were anointed with £9. 12, 
ojl of mirtle, {aith (the Scripture) and other ſix months 
they uſed certain paintings and ſweet ſpices ; how much 
greater Care ought to be taken to appear worthily 


before Chriſt our Lord ? 


| Conſider 3. In regard you are poor, and have not 
any thing in your Soul fit to entertain ſuch a Royal 


Gueſt, beſeech him to fend before-hand, as great 


Princes are wont to do, Furniture and Proviſion 
worthy of himſelf Beſides, if you deſire to be gra- 

cious in his ſight, you muſt put off all carnal and. 
worldly atfe&tion, and with all ſubmiffion hearken to = 
his interiour inſpirations : Incline thine ear and forget piit.gg.ir, 
thy people, and the houſe of thy father, (laith the oyal 
Prophet) and the king will covet thy beauty, 


The ſecond Sunday after All-Saints. ym. wel 
Of Holy Communion, SI 
Li ak ap 5. p- 


0 onſeder Chriſt as your Father. 


FNOnſider xr. Almighty Gad, although he be infi- 
nitely powerful and rich, and in reſpec of 
whomall creatures are as a drop of abuket and as a mo- Ii-40.15s 
went of a balance, yet he difdaineth not to be called, | 
and to be truly our Father: and what is more, Cal! 23> 
20ne father to your ſelf upon earth, ( ſaith Chriſt) for 
one 1s your father, he that is in heaven. And Ghrift 
himſelf, . by a ſpecial title, . would be ſtiled by the 1%. 9. 6. 
Prophet, Father of the 2vor/d to come: and not con- 
tent with that, he alſo takech upon him ſomething 
more than the affection even of a Mother ; tor, 1f 
B the 


a November. 


fa. 49-15. fhe ſhould forget her Infant, yet will not I (ſaithhe} 
forget thee. Ponder how excellently Chriſt pertormy. 
cth both theſe offices, not onely begetting-us to a 
ſpiritual life, but alſo feeding and nouriſhing us with 
his own precious Body and Bloud. DN 
Conſider 2. How you, like the prodigal Child, 
have fooliſhly left ſo loving, and ſo rich a Father, 
and gone after the. Swine ofthis World ; yet he is Kill 
ready to receive you again, and cloath you with the 
Pl1.132.:3. firſt ro be: for as a Father hath compaſſion of his Chil- 
dren, (faith David ) ſo hath our Lord compaſſion on then 
that fear him, becauſe he hath known our making. He 
expects you to day in the Euchariſt, with open arms 
to embrace you, and to give you his blefling, ſo 
you do but worthily diſpoſe your ſelf. LEN 
Conſider 3. The beſt diſpoſition will be. x. An 
humble begging of pardon. Father T have ſinned a- 
Luk, 15.18. £ain#f Heaven, and before thee. 2. A. firm reſolution 
of never more going from him, but ſtriving with all 
your endeavour to.imitate the perfe&tion of your 
Heavenly Father, according to that of the Apoltle : 
Epieſ. 5.1. Be ye followers of God as moſt dear Children, Wherefore 
with a filial confidence repreſent unto your Father, 
when he cometh all your neceflities ;. for if fathers 
Luk. 11. 13 £1029 how to give good gifts to their children, how much 
mere will your Father from Heaven give @ good Spirit 
them that ask him? | 
 IVizo (hall 


The third Sunday after All-Saints. 
_ give to n12 : x 


hee my Þ : X 
ther ickdag Of Holy Communion. 


th- breaſt; 


of my mo- 7 . | 
"rag hy Conſider Chriſt as your Brother. 


may find | | 

-=="f* "1 ia I o973vew 1. Chriſt, to make us the more ſenſible 
thee, ot his love towards us, took upon him not 
only 
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vbnely the name of Father, but alſo that of a Bro- _—._ 
o * » . C * 2, II, 
ther ; that fo by a certain equality, which is wont 


' to be between brothers, he might the more familiar- 


ly inſinuate himſelf unto us ; for the hich cauſe he Mats 28, 106 
& not aſhamed (1aith the Apoltle ) to call xs brethren, 
ſaying, 1 will declare thy name to my brethren: And 
after his Reſucre&ion, Go rell my brethren, (laith he ) 
that they go into Galilee, "Think what an honour it 
is to be brother to ſo great a Prince. And it the prov.18.15; 
brother that 3s holpen of brother is (as the Wiſeman 
ſaith) 2s a ſtrong City, what comfort and help may 
you expect from ſuch a brother ? 
Conſider 2. Yourunhumanedealing with Chriſt, 


Who have fold him, not for twenty peices of filver, 
as did the Sons of Facob their brother Foſeph, but Gen. 374 3*3 


perhaps for ſome ſlight, or filthy pleaſure : Andeven, 
like another Cain, you have murthered this Brother 
Abel of yours by your ſins, and nailed him on the 
Croſs: And yet he forgetting, and forgiving all, in- 
vites you to himſelf, ſaying with Foſeph, I am Fo- gen. 4. 8, 
ſeph.your brother, 8c. fear not. Come to me, and I will Gn. 45. 461 | 
grve you all the good things of Egypt, that you may eat © * | 


| the marrow of the Iand 5 and what is the marrow of 
theland, but his precious Body and Bloud, The corn ,,, .. in0 


of the eleff, and wine ſpringing Virgins ? 

Confider 3. How you are to go meet this Bro- 
ther of yours. Imitate Facob who went with pre- | 
ſents to meet his enraged brother Eſav. Let your Gen 3: 7% 
preſents be x. 4 contrite, and humbled heart, which he Gen. 42. 31, 
will not deſpiſe. 2. A. firm purpoſe of not /mming any 
more againſt your brother. 3. A. deſire of imitating 
his Vertues ; that by the likeneſs of your lite and 
behaviour to his, he = appear to be what truly he 


is, the firſt-born in many brethren. -,_ © Raw Ca 
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The Maſter 

is come, and 
calleth thee, 
John IH 23, 


FG, 5.20. 


Job.13.13, 


Colo. 2. 3+ 


Ambr. 1. 2, | 
de Virgs 


Mat. 12. 42, 


Sap. I. 4- 


Mat, 11; 25; 
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The fourth Sunday after All-Saints. 
_ Of Holy Communion. 


Conſider Chrift as your Maſter. 


Onfider x. What ignorance men are in, eſpeci- 
ally of heavenly things, and appertaining to 
their ſalvation. We often call evil good, and good 
evil, putting darkneſs light, and light darkneſs, We 
commonly make Vertues of our Vices, and Vertue 
we hate as folly : Therefore the Wiſdom of the E- 
ternal Father came down from Heaven, to be unto 
us a Maſter, to teach us the way of truth. You call 
we Ha and Lord, ( faith he) and you do well, for 1 
AN [0. 

Conſider 2. How willingly you ought-tohearken 
to this Maſter, in whcmz be all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge bid. . The prime incitement of learning 
(faith St. Ambroſe) 2s the excellency of the Maſter. What 
more excellent than Chriſt our Lord, who 1s Truth 
it ſelf, and can neither deceive, nor be deceived ? 
The Queen of the South, &Cc. came from the ends of the 
earth, to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, and behold, more 
than Solomon here: and here in the Euchariſt he is 
ready to teach you the Science of Saints and of Sal- 
vation, if you come rightly diſpoſed. 

Conſider 3. There is required due preparation on 
your part, that you may deſerve to hear with profit 
the Wiſdom of this heavenly Maſter: for he will 
have his Scholars to be, r. Pure from all fin z Becauſe 
Wiſdom will not enter into a malicious ſoul, nor dwell in a 
body ſubjett to ſms. 2. Humble and little in their owrr 
eyes. Thou haF#t hid theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 


dent, and hat reveaked them to little ones. 3. Well 
mortified 


November.  Þ 


mortified and taken off from worldly things. F/hom Tt. 28. g. 
ſhall he teach knowledge, and hom ſhall he make to 
underſtand the thing heard? Them that are weaned fram 

the milk, that are plucked away from the breaſts. See 
=o you be thus diſpoſed when you go ta 

pyropr 


Of Mans laſt End. 
The firsF Part. 


"NOnſfider x. What you were ſome hundred years 
ago, juſt nothing, and ſo you would have re- 

mained for ever 5 but that it pleaſed God to take 
you out of your nothing : and whereas he could 
have joyned to your firit or original matter infinite 
other forms, he would endow you with a rational 
one, and place you in this World among men. But 
to what end? Not to diſport or play 3 not to eat 
and drink ; not to ſeek after honours and vanities 
oi this life ; nor finally, to end your days like brute 
Beaſts. Our Lord bath 2rought all things for himſelf, Prav. 16: 4. 
that you mightſerve and worſhip him inthis World, 
and at laſt attain to lite everlaſting. 

Conſider 2. "The excellency of this end. All 0- 
ther living creatures are created ſtooping down ta 


their food, and carry about them ſouls that are to 


end with time : Man alone is elevated to that ſub- 
lime end of praiſing and ſerving his Creator, andat- 
ter a ſhort and holy life, to be crowned with im- 
mortal glory. With good reafon David full of ad- 
miration breaketh forth into thoſe words: 7Vhat a pry, gg 


man, that thou art mindful of him ? Thou ha#t made 


him a little Iefithan Angels 3 with glory and honour thou 
ba#t crowned him, and hat appointed him over the 


works of thy hands, 


_ us —__ « 3m rae. 
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Conſider 3. How much you are obliged to your 
Creator for ſo great a benefit? and withal , how - 
juftly he requireth of yon, that you direc your 
whole life to'this onely end of his Divine praiſe and” 
ſervice. This therefore ought to be the onely aim 
of all your actions, and even your thoughts ? viz. 
to honour God, and ſerve him alone. Wherefore 
ſay with the Prophet, I will bleſs our Lord at all 
times, his praile always m my mouth. You are born 
for Heaven, ſee you degenerate not : See you carry 
not { ſaith St. Bernard) in a ſftreight and upright body, 
a crooked ſoul? that is, deformedly bent upon carth- . 
Iy things. : ; = 


Of Mans laſt End. 
The ſecond Part. 


| igprancre 7. Secing your end in this life is to 
praiſe and ſerve God alone, and ſeeing that in 
whatſoever kind, the end is the meaſure or ſquare of 
all ſuchthings as appertain thereunto, it followeth e- 
vidently, that you are to make uſe of all other crea- 
cures, 1o farforth as they conduce to his ſervice and 
honour? and contrariwiſe to avoid them, if they 
any way withdraw you from the ſame. Where- 
fore you are not to deſire riches, honours, conveni- 
encies of this lite, nor even learning or health, o- 
therwiſe then they may help you the better to ſerve 
God. For as that holy man ſaid well, Berrer 7s rhe 
humble country-man that ſerveth God, then the proud Phi- 
Joſopher who negleFing himſelf, conſidereth the courſe of 
tbe heavens. | 

Conſider 2. And examine your ſelf in particular, 
whether you have any diſordered atfe&tion to the 
things above mentioned ; See whether you be ready 

| TO 
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> ſuffer poverty, reproach, ſickneſs, and death it 

ſelf, if God thereby might be the more glorified in 

you. Offer your ſelf ro your Creator with indiffe- 

rency to all things, ſo far as they make to his great- 

er glory. Say with the Prophet, My heart zs ready, pal. i; 2, 

O God, my heart zs ready: And with Chritt our 9*.** 

Lord, Not 2s Twill, but as thon. Thy will be done. I 
Conſider 3. How fooliſhly they do, who have 

any other end than God in their actions, who 

employ their labours in purchaſing honours, Ti- 

ches, renown, pleaſures, and the like * No other- 

wiſe do theſe, than would he who being to fail to 

the Eaſt, ſhould ſteer his courſe to the Weſt, and 

{o never come to his Journeys end. Of fuch it is 

rightly ſaid by the Prophet, Tou have ſowed much, A28- 1. 6. 

and brought in little : you have eaten, and have not been 

filled : you have drunk, and have not been inebriated. 

Laſtly, They lead their days in wealth, and in a moment Jo» 21.13, 

Fey go down ts Hell. 


Of Many Duty towards God, 
| The firſt Part. 


Onſider x. The whole duty of man towards 
God, is comprized in that jhort ſentence, De- 
cline from evil, and do good. Thel2 are the two prin- Plal3.27, 
Cipal points of a Chriitian lite; they are the two 
wings whereby we mult flie up to Heaven : the two 
arms wherewith we aretolay faſt hold on the King- 
dom of God. In reſpect of the firſt part, mans lite 3® 7: 74 
in the holy Scripture, is {aid to be a warfare upon 
earth ; and Chriſtians are termed Souliicrs, caretul- 
ly ſtanding upon their guard, for retilting the tnc- 
gcitions and temptations of tin. 
| B 4 
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Conſider 2. In this Warefare we are to ſtrive a 
gainſt Sin even unto death, never giving over, or 
thinking our ſelves ſecure, but always ſtanding in 
Arms, with watchful care and fear, Fob, notwith- 
ſtanding all his incegrity, diſcuſſed and feared eve- 
ry the leaſt of his Ations. David, a man accord- 
ing to Gods own heart, did every night bruſh, or 


Hym. ad ſweep his ſpirit, St. Fobn Baptiſt, that was fanctified 


Mar. de S. 
Joh. Bapt. 


-- 
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Greg. ad 
xnefer, lib. 
Aug. Can- 
$27, 


in his Mothers Womb, led an auſtere, retired lite, 
that he might not, as the Church ſingeth of him , 
ſtain bis life with a light ſlip of has tongue, St. Paul, 
though confirmed in Grace, and rapt to the third 
Heaven, could ſay -of himſelf, So T fght, not as it 
vere beating the air, but I chaſtiſe my body, and bring 
it iro ſervitude> Think not theretore much of any 
pains, for the avoiding of fin © 

Conſider 3. We mult not only withſtand the 
a&ual committing of fin, but allo the: conſent of 
mind. Beware thou conſent not to ſim at any time's 
and reſiſt all delecation and ſuggeſtion; for (as St. 
Gregory ſaith) In ſuggeſtion 75 the ſeed of ſin, in delef{a- 
tion, the nouriſhment, in conſent, the perfeFion, Exa- 
mine your ſelf what vigilancy and caution you hold 
over your thoughts, words, and a&ions ? How you 
avoid occaſions of danger ? and how you refiſt the 
ſuggeftions of the Fleſh , the World, and the Devil. 
Take up your Weapons with the holy Saints of Fa- 
ſting, Prayer, and Martification of your Fleſh, that 
you may alſo with them be crowned with a glort 
ous Victory. 2. . ET 

Of Mans Duty towards God. 
' . © The Second Pant. | 


| pong 7. The other part of Mans Duty is to 
A labour in the exerciſe of good works, thereby 


| | 0 


.. 9 <O0 


Tiſh, and ſtrengthen us in the ſame. 


November. iT . 
to pleaſe and ſerve God. Wherefore Heaven is fome- _—_ 
times propoſed unto us, a rich Jewel ; ſometimes as a ** 


| Treaſure hidden in a field, which we are to ſeek out 


with ſome pain and labour, and to purchaſe with 

the fale of all we have; ſometimes again, as a goal ,co. 9.24: 
or prize, which we are to gain by runting on inthe 

race of Vertue and Perfection and almoft every 

where, as the Reward -and Crown of Vertuous 


| Aﬀtions. See therefore you play the induſtrious 


Merchant, and by the continual exerciſe of good 
works heap up to your ſelf Treaſures in Heaven. 
Conſider 2. The ſeveral motives which you have 
to labour in the purſuit and increaſe of Vertue. x, * Ti 4 
The Will of God. This & the Will of God, your Santti- Mat. 5. 4%; 
fication : And,Be you perfe&, as allo your Heavenly Fa- 
ther 3s perfett. 2. The name of a Chriſtian whoſe 
profeflion is Sandtity, and therefore Chriſtians are 
called by the Apoſtle 4 El Generation, a Kingly 
Prieſi-hood, a Holy Nation, &c. 3. The Examples of 
Saints of both Sexes, and of all conditions and cal- 
lings 3 whereby the great St. Auguſtine encouraged 
himſelf, ſaying, cannot you do, what ſuch and ſuch, to 


Mat, 6. 20; 


r Pct. 2.9, 


wit, young Youths, and tender Virgins have done 


before you? 4. The greatneſs of the Reward. Be 
glad and rejoyce, for your Reward s wery great in Hea- ya 5, 12; 
Ven. 

Conſider 3. The many helps which God hath 
afforded you for your Spiritual Profit. 1. His Dis 
vine Word declared unto you in Holy Scripture, in 
Sermons, in Ptous Books, which intorm your Un- 
derſtanding, and inflame your Will towards Vertue. 
2. 'The aſliſtance of Divine Grace always ready at 
hand to begin, proſecute, and perfe& any good 
work. 3. The holy Sacrament inſticuted by Chriſt 
to beget us to a Spiritual Lite, and to maintain, nou- 
4 The Lite , 


Merits, 
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werity, and life : and, ho gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem 1s, 8C. and cleanſe to himſelf a people ace 
ceptable, a purſuer of good works. 


Of the Impediments of our End and Duty, 
or of Sin; and firſt, 


Of the Sin of Lucifer and his Angels, 


LW.V4 E muſt firſt take away the Impediments 


which draw us from our End and Duty, and 
then procure the ſupplies of Vertue to attain it. Now 
the onely let which debarreth us from God, is fin ; 
the which, how deteſtable it is unto him, and how 
orcatly deſerving puniſhment, you may learn by the 
fall, firſt of Lucifer, then of Adam. 
Conftider therefore 1. In what glory Lucifer with 
the other Angels was created ; for, of him is un- 


Execs. 28.12. derſtood that of Ezekiel, Thou the ſignet of ſimilitude, 


full of wiſdom, and perfe&t of beauty ; thou waſt in the 
delicacies of the Paradiſe of God : every precious ſtone 
thy covering, Sardins, Topatins, 8c. Thele precious 
Stones or Ornaments, were, 1. Pure Spirituality, 
without any admixture of a body. 2. Immortality. 
3. Wonderful ſubtlety of Wit and Underſtanding. 
4. An univertal knowledge of all inferiour things. 
5. Might and Power. above all other Creatures. 
6. Free-will, and command over his own ads. 
7. Eminent Sanctity, proceeding from the gifts of 
Grace. | 8. He was an Inhabitant of the Imperial 

Heaven. | 
Conftider 2. How in a moment he loſt and ob- 
{cured all thele Gitts of Nature and Grace,elcvating 
umſclf by pride above himiclt, and ( as all _ 
| 0) 
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fo ) affeating what was unlawful for him; See. 
how he was immediately after his ſin caſt down 


headlong into Hell with his Companions, with- 


out hopes of mercy. Ponder thoſe words of Saint 
Peter; If God ſpared not Angels ſmning, but with 2 Pct.2.& 
ropes of Hell being drawn into Hell, delivered them to 
be tormented, &c. How much more us miſerable 
yretches. | 

Conſider 3. And apply theſe things to your ſelf. 
See 1. What gifts and benefits you have received 
of God. 2. How you have abuſed them even a- 
eainſt God himſelf, 3. The Angels fin was but 
one, yours innumerable, in thought, word and 
deed. Admire, lament, implore mercy, &c. 


Of the Sin of our firſt Parents in Paradiſe. 


Onſider x. The moſt happy ſtate wherein A- 
dam was created by God. 1. He was created 

to the fimilitude of God himſelf, and endowed 
with Free-will. 2. He was then immortal, and 
not ſubje& to any miſeries. 3. He had an infuſed 
knowledge of all natural things. 4. He was plen- 
tifully ſtored with gifts of divine Grace. 5. His 
inferiour appetite was perfealy ſubje& to Reaſon, 
by means of Original Juſtice. 6. Nothing could 
be added to the delights of Paradiſe, wherein he was 
placed ; nothing more could be waſhed. 7. And 
laſtly, from a Paradiſe on Earth he was to pals im- 


 mediately to that of Heaven, not by death, bur 


by tran{migration. How happy had his poſterity 
been, if they might have conrinued in that bleſſed 
ſtate ? 

Conſider 2. How being forbidden to eat of one 
certain Tree,notwithſtanding, by the per{waſion an 
; Tag 


x4 November. 

the Devil, andthe enticements of his Wife, he tran{: 
refſed the command of God, and was thereupon 
deſpoiled of the ornaments of grace, and ſtrucken 
Ge, 2. x9, With that dreadful ſentence, Du#7 thou art, and into 
| duft thou ſhalt return. What mileries hath this one 
mans fin brought unto us all, and yet this tranigreſ- 
ſion at the firſt ſight ſeemerch but ſmall, and in a 

light matter. > 
Conſider 3-\ How much heavier judgment and 
puniſhment -do you deſerve at Gods hands, who 
have ſo often, and for ſuch tritles, tranſgreiſed his 
Law? You ſhould long ſince have been caſt, not 
as Adam out of Paradiſe, but out of the World, 
who have ſo often provoked the Lord of the World ; 
and yet he hath expected you hitherto to do pe- 
nance. Do i: therefore out of hand, and ſlack 
not to be converted to our Lord, and defer not from day 
Eeclus, 5. 8, 70 day; for bis wrath ſhall come ſuddenly (1laith Ec- 
-_ cleſiaſticus ) and in the time of wengeance be will deſtroy 


thee. 


Of the Grievouſneſs of Mortal Sin, 


For the Puniſhments due unto it; 
The firſt Part. 


Sigur r. God is moſt juſt in infliting pu- 
niſhments, which notwithſtanding he always 
doth below our delerts, ( as the Divines ſpeak ) 
though on the contrary, his rewards are above qur 
merits. Ponder therefore the greatneſs of the 
ottence , by the grievouſneſs of 'the puniſhment 
due to every fin. Enter with your imagination 
into Hell, and conſider — what God hath 


prepared there even for one Moral ſun. F_ 
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place thoſe fiery furnaces, thoſe torrents of Sulphure, 
the gnaſhing of teeth, and howling of the damned, 
ad the like ; and reflect that all this is to laſt for e- 


rer, without any hopes of releaſement. And which 


of you ( laith Iſaiah ) can dwell with everlaſting heats. 162. 33, u4s 


Conſider 2. What a folly it were to offend a 
Prince, by whom you knew you were to bs moſt 
cruelly tortured upon the Rack 3 how much more 


then to offend God ; that can deſtroy both ſoul and body Mats ra: % 


tro Hell : And if ſo great puniſhment be due to one 
Mortal Sin, though even that cometh ſhort of its de- 
ſerts, what an exceſs of torments will be due to 
your many oins ? Look back upon thedays of your 
Youth, andthink what had be&come of you, if you 
had died immediately after ſuch, or fuch a Sin ; 
and acknowledge ſo many diſtin& favours of God 
towards you, as you have committed ſins, after 
which you were not caſt preſently into Hell. Say 


herefore with the Prophet. 7T 2vil confeſs to thee, O prt.35 1S 


Lord my God, &C. Becauſe thy mercy us great upon 3 
me, a thou haſt delivered my ſoul p. of * he Pew: 
el. 

Conſider 3. How much you are bound to ſo pa- 
ient a Lord, that hath fo.long expected you to do 
D2nnance. Take heed leſt patience abuſed, turn 
nto fury. Wherefore humbly crave pardon for 
what is paſt, and purpole amendment for the fu- 
Ure. | 


Of the Grievouſneſs of Mortal Sin, 


By reaſon of the Dignity of the Perſons offended, 
The fecond Part. 


My = x. The greater the dignity is of the 
.. Peron offended, the greater is the oftence 3 


Whencs 
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Whenee greater is his crime that woundeth it: 
King or Father, than his that hurteth onely :ome 
one of the common ſort : Wheretore ponder whe 
he is whom you have ſo often provoked by your 
ſins. 1. He is God of infinite Majeſty, at 2yho{; 
beck the pillars of Heaven tremble, and dread. 2. Hc 
is Omnipotent, able to deltray you in a moment; 
and chaſtize you a thouſand ways: 3. He is every 
Xr52.19, Where preſent, Whoſe eyes are open upon all the ways of 
the children of Adam : And yet you have the impu 
dency todo that before his eyes, which you would 
be aſhamed to do in the ſight of men. 

Conſider 2. The many titles: of his goodneſs to 
wards you : for theſe alſo do aggravate the fin, 
tr. He hath created you of nothing, preſerved you 
hitherto as 4 Farher, and governed you as a Tutor 
2. He hath drawn you out of the jaws of Hell, 1nd 
redeemed you with his precious Bloud. 3. He it is 
that ſanctities you even to this day, ſtrengthening 
= with the holy Sacraments, preventing you wij*! 

is Inſpirations, and drawing you on a thouſand 
ways towards the Crownof Glory: And could you 
find in your heart ſo often and ſo foully to abils 
Neut. 32 ſuch a Benefactor ? Theſe things doit thou render ta 
$. &13. our Lord, thou foohiſh and unwiſe people : Is not be thy 
Father that hath poſſeſſed thee, and made and created 
rhee.? God that begat thee, thou haFt forſaken, and 5:3 
forgotten our Lord thy Creator. 

Conſider 3. How greatly you ought to be © 
med of ſuch an ingratitude, and to be grieved for 
having offended 1o great a Majeſty: Abuſe not the 
creaſures of ſo infinite a Goodneſs, Patience, and 
Longanimity ; but ſpeedily do penance, leſt other- 

Rom. 2.5- Wile rhou beap ro thy ſelf wrath ( as the Apoltls {aich) 
m the day of wrath. al 


Tob 26.17. 
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Of the Grievouſneſs of Mortal Siri, 


By reaſon of the baſeneſs of the Offender. 
The third Part. 


Onſider x. It would be judged a great offence 

if one Prince ſhould ſtrike another, but much 

leſs than if a Subject ſhould ſtrike his Soveraign ; 
for the offence is proportioned to the inequality that 
is between the offender,and perſon offended: and 
what greater inequality can thers be, than berween 
God and you ? "Think therefore what you are, that 
dare reproach the Lord of Hoſts, and in his fight 
commit enormous Crimes; as if there were no pow- 
er in Heaven to puniſh you. As to your body, 
you are a contemptible Worm crept out of the 


ſlime of the earth. Graf, flower of the field 5 @ wa- phos. 336 


pour appearing for a little while. Du#t thou art, and 


into duſt thou ſhalt return. And as St. Bervard doth Bern. i 
elegantly expreſs, ou were unclean ſeed, you are a weſ- 39% its 


ſel, or ſack of dung, you will be meat for worms. Why 
therefore is earth and aſhes proud 2. | 
Conſider 2. As to your Soul, . what are you 2 
Created of nothing, and to nothing you would te- 
turn, if God did not preſerve you 5 without whom 
you cannot ſo much as move a finger. 2. You are 
conceivedin fin, born and bred in lin ; nor there 
any fin ſo hainous which you would not commir, 
if Gods Grace did not keep you back. 43. As to 
knowledge, how little is it that you know 2? and 
how many things are there that you underſtand 
not 2? As to power and ability, how little is it thar 
you are able to do? and how innumerable are the 
things aboye your reach ? - 
Conſt 


f 


November. 
 Confider3. Whatare you now compared to all 
menin the World ? What to the whole multitudes 
of Angels? And what are alltheſe again, in reſpe& 


Sap, IT, £2, of Almighty God ? As the leaf weight of the balance 3 


TG. 40. 17. 


Fer, 2.12. 


fo * the round world before thee, and as a drop of the 
dew before day, that falleth upon the earth, And yet, 
vile Miſcreant that you are, you have had the bold- 
neſs ſo often moſt impudently to provoke a Lord of 
ſuch dread and majeſty to indignation againſt you. 
Do penance, and fin no more. 


Of the Grievouſneſs of Mortal Sin, 


By reaſon of the Vileneſs of the Obje&F. _ 
The fourth Part. 


. 


— —— 


| tare] T7. It would aggravatethe fault, if one 
ſhould leave a friend, or do him fome notori- | 


ous injury for a ſlight and frivolous matter : For ex- 
ample, ſhould cut his Brothers throat for a Tennis- 
ball. The whole World, in refpe& of God, is s 
nothing, and a vain thing, as Taiah faith. He would 
therefore highly injure God, whois his Supreme and 
Everlaſting Good, that ſhould but once leave him, 
though it were to gain the whole World ; but much 
more hethat ſhould contemn hinz for trifles. Whence 
himſelf,. as one amazed, complaineth of this con- 
tempt by his Prophet : Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens upon 


thi, and O gates thereof, by ye deſolate exceedingly, 8c. þ 


For two evils hath my people done : Me they have for- 
ſaken, the fountain of living water, and have digged to 
themſelves cyſterns that are not able to hold waters. Pon- 
der how fitly God is termed an endleſs Fountain 
flowing with all manner of good; and all things of 


to 


this World leaking and broken cyſterns; they ſcem 
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to-have ſomething in them, hurt in truth do not hold 
water. | ff eto dt Rk | - 
Conſider 2. In, particular, for what trifles you 
have often forſaken God ; perhaps that you might 
pleaſe men; enjoy. ſome. ſhort pleafure, facisfie your 
paſſion or greedy appetite, . gain ſome. vain reputati- 
on, and the, like. '  E/au did fooliſhly in ſelling his 
Birthright- for-1a;-meſs of Pottage ;. but Fudas did 
worſe, in ſelling Chriſt for thirty ſilver pieces; worlt 
of all the.Jews, in. preferring.the Miſcreant and Mur- 
derer Barabbas before, Chriſt.” ' Yet theſe you do 1- 
mitate, as'often as. you prefer {ome {hort pleaſure, 
or. evil action, before God himſelf; and your own 
right to the Kingdomof Heaven. - |, 
.. Conſider 3; How.you ought to be ſorry for your 
ſinspaſt, -and wary for the future. - St. Cyprian faith cypr. Ser. 
well, How greatly, we have ſinned, ſo greatly let ws be- a 
wail, Wehave 4 good, Lord, and according to his great: ; 
neſs, ( as Eccleſiaſticrs laith ) ſo alſo bis mercy # with 


"> 
1 
Of the Grievoulneſs of Mortal Sin, 
For the Damages and bad Conſequences it bringeth, 
The fiſth Part. 


Onſfider x. All men naturally flie from things 
that are hurtful. Now there isnothing in the 
whole World fo pernicious as Sin: Whence S- 
lomon,, Sin maketh people miſerable. * And, He that Prov.14.3. 
ſhall offend in one point, ſhall loſe many good things, ns. i 
Ponder therefore the damages which it brings with 
it, and firſt in this life, in which x. It ob{cureth the 
ungerſtanding,and by falſe perſwaſions withdraws it 


irom the truth. 2. It alienates the Will from the 1ſa- 
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preme and ſoveraign Good, to that which is onely 
counterfeited, and makes it even have-a loathing of 
ſpiritual things. 3. It makes Reaſon a ſlave to | 
bruitiſh Appetites. 4.1t depraveth all the Senſes with 
unlawful delights. g. Tt depriveth the whole man 
of the friendſhip and protection of God. 6. It 
robbeth him of habitual Grace, 'and the ornaments 
of Vertue; and of a child of God, makes him a ' 
ſlave of the Devil, an Ulcer and'Sink of allfilth and 
abomination. 


Conſider 2. Asto the other life. t. It depriveth 


| man of the viſion of God, and thoſe joys hich eye 


hath not ſeen, nor ear hath heard, ' 2. Itexcludeth him 
from the company of- the holy Saints and Angels, 
and that for ever. 3. It makes him liable to ever- 
laſting fire, without any hopes of relealement. 4. It 
placeth him in a moſt loathſome Dungeon, and a- 
mong the deteftable crew of the damned, under the 
cruel tyranny of the Devil, from which no power 1s 
able to deliver him. Fj | * 
Conſider 3. And adde to all this, that every one 
by ſinning doth trample under feet the precious 


 Bloud of Chrift ſhed for our fins ; turneth Gods 


Fcclus, 2 I , 2, 


fouls of men. 


gifts into ſo many weapons againſt himſelf z and e- 
ven deſtroyeth God himſelf ( as-much as heth in | 
him ) and in a manner, contriſtates the Saints and 
the Bleſſed Virgin ; hurteth men by his wicked ex- 
ample ; and laſtly makes a triumph of himſelf for 
the Devils. With good reaſon then crieth out Ec- 
cleſiaſticns : As from the face of a ſerpem, flie from ſms, 
&c. The teeth of a lion, the teeth thereof killing the 


November. 
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- | Of flying Venial Sins. 
Y As diſpoſing to Mortal. 1 Part. 
It 

$ 


FDOnſider 1. He that throughly hateth Mortal 
Sin, muſt alſo endeavour what he can to a- | 
= void Venial ; otherwiſe he that contemneth ſmall Ec0.19-1. 
a WW :bings, ſpall fall by little and little. For Venial Sins 5, %S,.* 
diſpoſe unto Mortal. 1. In regard of the matter, or « 3: 


1 obje&, which being for the moſt part the ſame in 
G both, affords an eaſte paſlage from the leſſer that is 
Nt of cuſtom, to a greater tranſgrefiion. 2. By reaton 
s of our own forces, which are much weakened by 


< frequ2nt venial ſins; whence it is that we are pre- 
TB ently caſt to the ground at the riſfing.of any ſtrong 
" KF temptation, according to that, I» /loatbfulnef the roof Bcecleſ, xey 
- | of the houſe ſhall go to ruine, and im the infirmity of © 
* BM hands thehouſe ſhall drop through. 3. Inregard of the 
= cxteriour afliſtance of God, which he doth often 
{ubſtract for venial ſins, ſuch eſpecially as are more 
> E- voluntary ; for he deſerveth little help, that is ſpa- 
ring of his own endeavour. He that ſoweth ſparing- 2 Cor. 9 6, 
ly, ſparingly alſo ſhall reap. 
+ Conſider 2. What caution that man uſcth that 
hath Straw, Hay, or Gun-powder lodged in his 
houſe, leſt any ſparkle of fire ſhould ligat thereon. 
All fleſh is graſs (or hay) and no Gun-powder ta- I. 49. £. 
|  keth tire ſooner than doth Concupiſcence. Look up- 
 & on holy David, through an unweary glance of his 
EF eyes, miſcrably fallen firſt into Adulte:y, then 1n- 
Z to Murder. Take heed therefore of the leaſt ſpar- 
8 Kkle, reſiſt the beginnings, and daſh the little ones a- Plal.i56 gf 
gainſt the rock, that is, 4 motions while they are 
but little. 
Conſider 3. From flight wounds not looked unto 
2 in 
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Noventer. 


in time, and feſtered, proceed malignant Feavers 


in the body, and death ir ſelf. - The ſame happen- 
eth to the Soul by venial fin. Wherefore look into 
all your ations, and ſee wherein.you are wont more 


frequently to receive a wound, and arm your {elf in 
time: | 


Endeavour to the utmoſt of Fonur-power to 
refrain not onely from evil it ſelf, but' alſo om all 
appearance of evil, as the Apoſtle admoniſheth, 


Of flying Venial Sins. 
For the Damages they bring with them, 2 Part. 


NOnſider x. We ought to avoid Venial Sins, not 
onely for that they diſpoſe to Mortal, bur al- 

ſo for their own proper deformiry-; for ( as St. Au- 
guſtin (aith) they are like {cabs trthe body, and do 
{o deface the beauty of the Soul, that ſhe becometh 
thereby in difgrace with her heavenly Spoule. 


"Think with your {elf,, iff fou were to paſs through 
_ dirty ways in a pure whits and precious Garment, 
- What care you would take to keep it clean: Souls 
- inveſted with habitual Grace are whiter than Snow, 


parer than Milk, fairer than the Saphyre. With how 
much more care-then are we to preſerve them with- 
out ſpot or blemiſh, through the foul ways of this 
lite. FO. | 
Conſider 2. Other damages whicli theſe ſins, e- 
{ſpecially if frequent, bring with them. 1. They 
diminiſh the tervour of Charity, like cold water 
calt into a Veſſel of warm. 2. They keep back 
the Soul in her progreſs, as a burthen doth him that 
walketh. 3. They take off from the merit of 
good works, as dying flies ( do from ) the ſaveetneſs 
of ointment. 4. They are an Impediment to Pray- 


. er and Devotion. 5. They abate the eflicacy ol 


che 


| 
{ 
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the Sacratnents. - 6. 'They hinder the increaſe both 
of Grace in this-life,and Glory in the next. 7. They 
are cating to the Devils, diſpleafing tothe Angels. 
8. They make God himſelf to, have a loathing of 
us, according to. that, 7 ould: thou 2ert either cold or Apoc.3.rs; 
hot.” But becauſe thou art Inkewarm, I will begin to ** 


womit thee out of my, moutÞ. 


Conlider 3; It followeth hence, that it is not 
lawful, for the convertion of the, whole World, to 
commit one fingle venial fin : And although all are 
to avoid the ſame, yet chiefly luch as have conſe- 
crated themſelves to. God, of whom he exacteth 
perte&t purity. Therefore he enjoyneth every 
one of his Levites , You ſhall be perfect without ſpot Deut. 32, 


before the Lord thy God. Examine your life and a- 7 
tions, and do your beſt to live without ſpot or ble- 


mith, 
Of flying Venial- Sins. 


For the Puniſhments due unto them. 9 Part. 


* 


"NOnſfider x. That of Dawid : Thou art juſt, Lord, Plat. r18. 


4 and thy judgment 3 right. And yet he hath 
inflicted moſt heavy puniſhments for ſins,by the judg- 
ment of moſt, onely venial, that thence you might 
underſtand the grievouſneſs of them. 1. Heſtruck 
Aary Sifter to Moſes, with a horrible Leprofie, tor 
lightly murmuring againſt her Brother, notwith- 
ſtanding his earneſt interce{flion for her pardon. 
2. Two Sons of Aaron, for caſting into their Thuri- 
bles in haſte other than ſanctified fire, he ſtruck ſud- 


137» 


Num, 12. 
IO, 


* Levit.r0.2, 


Cornel. ib, 


denly dead in the fight of the whole people. _ 3. He Num-13.35, 


commanded to be {toned to death a poor man that. 
had gathered up a few iticks on the Sabbath-day. 
Laſtly, he took- 34oſes out of this lite, before he 


C3 could 


Salian . ib, . 
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could enter the Land of Promiſe, which notwith- 
ſtanding he moſt ardently defired ; and this for 
ſome diffidence ( as the holy Fathers expound it ) 1x 
ſtriking the Rock, Compare theſe and the like ex- 
ampies with your actions, and you will find-you 
have often deſerved more. - \ 
Confider 2. God hath ordained more ſevere pu- 
niſhment for venial fins, after death, in Purgatory. 
Tha! Purgatory-fire ({aith St. Auguſtin) will be more un- 
ſufferavle than what pain ſoever can be ſeen, felt, or e- 
ven underſtoed in this life, "There all debts will be 
exacted to the laſt farthing; neither will there be 
place for any other ſatisfaction than by ſufferance.” 
nd which of you ( ſaith Iſaiah ) can dwell with devous 
7ing fire 2 Such as will be there. | 
Conſider 3. Sczing you wonld not endure now ta 


3 k | 
lie in flames, but for a quarter of an hour, although 


, it were to gain the whole World, chow reaſonable 


were it to make. ſatisfa&tion at preſent by penance, 
for what is paſt, and to be wary forthe future ; and 


| if th'ongh humane frailry you be not able to avoid 


Ang. ſup. 


Heb.g 27. 


all, avoid at leaſt the greater, and diminiſh, what 
you can, the number 5 that ſo that Purgatory-fire ( as 
St. Auguſtin ſpeaketh) may find little or nothing in you 
70 conſume. : 


Of the Remedics againſt Sin. 
The Memory of the laſt Things. 


Of DEATH. 1 Part. 


How certain it is, and withal how uncertain. 


Onſicer rx. Death is inevitable. I x appointed to 
2: (laith; the Apoſtle) to die once. Nothing is 
more ccrtain, or evident to ſenſc. 


All that have 
gang 


ha, 4 
of 
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4 
L 


November. 


gone before us, Princes, Emperours, Biſhops, Popes, 
have died at laſt; neither could any one hitherto, 
of what power or dignity ſoever, eſcape, or put it 


{ off Thou haFt appointed his limits, which cannot be Job 14, 8. 
| paſſed, ſaith Fob. Wherefore thou alfo infallibly | 
{ muſt once come to it, 


Conſider 2. As for the time, place, and manner 


| of Death, nothing more uncertain. How many 


ſudden accidents have you heard, read, or even be- 
held with your own eyes? How many hath death 
unexpectedly ſtollen upon, while they were cating, 
ſleeping, laughing, or playing ? And when is ta be 
your turn 2 What if at this inſtant? Would you 
be ready for it? Wherefore Chriſt dath often, and 
in moſt weighty terms inculcate unto us, that we 


ſhould be ready at all hours. Watch ye therefore, for wa $4.36, 
| you know not when the Lord of the houſe cometh ; at e- 


wvening, or at midnight, or at cock-crowing, or in the 


morning. 
Conſider 3. Death is but once to be undergone 


and if it hath _=w ill, there is no amends or reco- 
e ; if once ill, fo it will ever be; if - 


very to be ma | 
once well, it will alſo be well for you for all eter- 


nity. If the tree ſhall fall to the South ( laith the geeſcri.3% 


Wiſe man) or to the North, in what place ſoever it ſhail 
fall, there ſhall it lie. Neither will there be any 
more time or place for penance. Procure there- 
tore by living well, that whenloever yaur time co- 

eth of falling, it be to the right fide. See in what 
ſtate you are at preſent, and whether there be any 
thing in you, which you would not on your death- 
bed ; and think often with your {elf, that to perith 
once, is to be loſt tor ever. 
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vl 108.13, neglected, many. 


Nqvember. 
Of Death. 


How rerrible it's. 


2 Part. 


Onſider r. The miſerable ſtate of a dying man, 
lying on hisdeath-bed, given over by his Phyſi- 

cian, and haftening © his laſt agony. Conſider the 
many griefs and anguiſhes that furround him on e- 
very fide. 1. From-rhe memory of things paſt; tor 
then will come to his mind the fins he hath com- 
mitted ; the loſs of fo much precious time ſpent in 


vaniries ; together with the neglect of many helps 


aftorded him by Almighty God towards his Salva- 
tion. Then perhaps one honrs ſpace of longer pe- 
nance will be earneſtly wiſhed for, bur not afforded 
him, who while he was in his rolliries and pleaſures, 
He would not bleſſing, ( faich Da- 
vid) and ir jhal} £ ve far From him. Oh with what 
highs will finners at that hour cry out, and ſay, 
Phat hath pride a7. ied ws? or what commodity bath 
the UVanunts: : 4 of TICK "es Ur0: 1gH7 r0 7rs © 
. Confider 2. The grier of mind for morieg the 
Ang. Ser, de oreſent enjor ments of this life: for as St. Auuſtin 
F62% + 5* ſaith, That zs not- left without grief, which xs poſſeſſed 
with delight. 
be left all friends and kindred, pleaſure s, Celights, 


B29: Je Se 


and riches, without any _ s of evermore reco- 
x Tim ©,7- yering them.”  TFe brought no, © (faith che Apoſtle) 

into this world, doubles 7: etrher C50 Wwe Te; we 2a) any 
Veclefe 41.1 74919, w "Fog Eee! T Jo dea 'b, bow bitter 


Z5 th W<110TY To 3: 10473 7: "ra Dart þ Ce 1 ba riches e 

Caſt off therefore in time all ::#ction to worldly 

things, that you may hercatrer part withour grief. 
Conlider 3. "The anguiſh and perplexiry of mind 


_—_ from the UNLCCTTA Lnty Of things TO COME. 
The 
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Notwithſtanding, art that hour are to 
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The final. ſentence of everlaſting doom drawetiz 
hear. Map. knoweth not whether he be worthy of eecteſ.g.r. 


love or hatred The Devil will be at hand to 
tempt, and caſt you into deſpair. Think what 
you would then wiſh your {ſelf to have done in 
| your life-time, and do it now while you have op- 
| portunity. 7 


Of Death, 3 Part. 
Of the Horrour of the Corps. 


Onſider r. What a thing that body is after death, 
which in our life-rime we cheriſh, pamper, 


and adorn with fo much care. r. It lieth deſtitute 
of all uſe and motion, it ſeeth nothing, heareth no- 
thing, neither can it ſo much as put off the worms 
that lie devouringit. 2. It lookerh pale and defor- 
med, and for the intollerable ſtench proceeding 
from the corruption that ifluech out 'of it, ſtrikerth 
horror even into the deareſt triends. Wheretore 


with reaſon, bleſſed Franczs Borgia, having beheld vie 
the Corps of a famous Empreſs of his time, now exe 
Totten in her Grave, is {aid to have cried out, How pal. 4. 3: 


lng ſhall we love vanity, and ſeek after Iymg % How 
long, nealeFing ſolid truths, ſhall we hunt after ſhadows ? 
All - hings mouiter away with death, and from mitth ſoon 
paſs into tears, 

Conſider 2. The Garments, Bed, and Habitation 


ofthe dead body. Ir is ſtripped of whatſoever or- 


naments it had ; tor its Garments, it is wrapped up 
na Winding-ſheet 5 for its Bed, it is caſt on the 
| ground ; for its Habitation, it is confined to a Pit 1e- 
ren iootlong ; and laſtly, given over to the Worms 
anc! Serpents, to be torn and conſumed by them. 


- hen 
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Feel. 10,13, then P7 man ſhall die (faith Ecclefiaſticns ) he ſhall tte 


A '*. H hberit ſerpents, and beaſts, and worms. And Taiab ; Un. | 


der thee ſhall the moth be frowed, and warms ſhall be 
thy covering. O what an habitation ! What compas+ 
nions! | 


often to call to mind this laſt end of your body, 
leſt you ſhould have a greater care and love for that 
which is to be devoured by worms, then of your 
Soul that is to live for an Eternity. From this for- 
getfiilneſs of death proceed all our Evils. Where. 
tore whenloever you ſee a dcad Corpſe, or Scull, 
gel. 38.23. imagine that of Eccleſiaſt icus to be ſpoken to you ; 
: | Be mindful of my judgment, for ſuch will alſo be thine ; 

fo me yeſterday, and to thee to day. Wherefore be e- 

ver preparing your ſelf, and live as one that isa dy- 
St. Heron. ing, For, He ill eaſily contemn all things, that aſwayes 


C 


Eccl, of 2. Images himſelf a dying Man. 
Of Preparing againſt Death, 
For thoſe that are in Health. 1. Part. 


FNOnfider r. With what diligence men are wont 
to prepare themſelves for a long Voyage ; far 
example to the Indies; and if they are but to croſs 
the Sea, how carefully do they watch the wind, and 
provide left the time of embarking find them 'un- 
prepared : We ought to be much more follicitous 


for our departure out of this life, whence we are to | 


go into an everlaſting happineſs, or miſery. There- 

Luk. 12, 4%. fore Chrift doth often inculcate to us. * Be ready, for 
at the hour you think not of, the Son of man will come z 

andthe like. Er DOT: 
Conſider 2. The Preparation conſifteth chiefly 

in this point, that the Soul at her departurg _ 

Hr wo anti 5. - ' foover 


& Conſider 3. How profitable and neceſſary it is, þ 


i.e Soi a. ara on ZN _ 


dd o[> 


Tn 2x ©, Fmyj £©> ui) = 


November. 29 
foever it ſhall happen) be found free from all Mor: 


E tal, and, as much as may be, alſo from Venial Sin ; 


fo that it may have no hindrance in going ſtreight 
to Heaven. Wherefore examine your ſelf ; ſee whe- 
ther you be conſcious of any thing that may ſtop 


| your paſſage to Heaven, if you were now todye # g 


and put your ſelf in that ſtate, which you woul 
with your ſelf to dye in; and ſtrive to preſevere there- aug,1, ac 
in, for you may chance to dye ſuddenly ; and few gen. con. 
become better in time of ſickneſs. The ſamer (as St. Mam 6 284 
Auguſtin laith) hath alſo this puniſhment mflifted upon 
him, that when he cometh to dye, he is unmindful of him- 
ſelf, who while he Irved, 1was forgetful of God. Where- 
my while you are in health, negle& not your 
Al : ; 
Confider 3. What things in particular are wont 
to cauſe much comfort to dying Perſons. Such are, 
to have ſuffered much for Chriſt, to have been gi- 
ven to the mortification of the fleſh , and abnegari- 
on of ſelf-will, to have been devout to the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and the Saints, and the like. Wherefore 
apply your ſelf vigorouſly even now totheſe things. 
Happy was that holy Man who could ſay on his c:#.% 5. 
death-bed , I have never done my own will , neither ©** 


have I taught any one what I have not firſt prattiſed my 


i: 


Of Preparing againſt Death. 
Por the Sick. 2, Part, 


Onfider x. Sickneſs is uſually the meſſenger of 

- ' Death. Therefore let a manforeſce what _ 

be expedient for him againſt the time of Sickneſs, 
that ſohe may make a more ſecure and happy end. 
[et him then in the firſt place acknowledge = 


November. 


Sickneſs and Pain, are giftsof a moſt loving Father} 
and ſent him either to take away the ruft of Sin, or | 
for trial .of his Vertue, and increaſe of Glory, ac- | 
Fob. 12,73. COrding to that ſaying, Becauſe thou waſt acceptable to 
; God, it was neceſſary temptations- ſhould prove thee, 
And therefore let him alſo give God thanks, that | 
by means of Sickneſs, he hath both warning and 
time to diſpoſe himſelf for Death. 
Conſider 2. What the Sick mans chiefly to do in | 
order to the diſpoſing himſelf. 1. To cleanſe him- 
ſelf of all Sin by Confeſlton, if he can ( General.) 
2. To offer himſelf to God, wholly reſigned for 
life, or death, as it ſhall beſt pleaſe him. 4. To 
toreſze ſuch occaſions, wherein perhaps he may 
come to ſuffer, either through the vexation of his 
ſickneſs, or by careleſneſs of his tenders, and ani- 
mate himſelf to ſuffer all with courage. 4. To pro- 
cure good Books to be often read to him. 5, Now 
and then to inflame himſelf with Jaculatory Prayers, 
G. Often to call to mind Chriſt's Paflion. * 7. Dili- 
gently to recommend himſelf to the Bleſſed Virgin, 
«nd the Saints his Patrons. 8. To make now and 
then acts of Faith, Hope, Charity, Contrition, and 
..other ſuch like. : | 
Conſider 3.-Danger encreaſing, he is timely to 
demand the laft Sacraments, that ſo he may receive || 

them with greater devotion. Thenlet him dilate his 
mat. 23. 6. hearttowards the happy meeting of his Spouſe. Be- Þ 
hold the Bridegroom cometh ,- go je-forth t0 meet him. | 
Let him yeild himfelf up wholly to his Lord God, |f 
Ly y _ ſaying with Chriſt 5 Father into thy hands I commend | 
29 ſparii: or with David ;, Bring forth my ſoul out of 
p::ſon 0 confe[s 0 thy Narge. y | + 
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Of the Particular Judgment. r. Part. 


NOnſider 1. At the hour of Death all menare 
to be judged, That every one may receive the pros 


| per things of the body, according as he hath done, either 


od or evil, Ponder the terrour of this Judgment. 


| Firſt in reſpe&t of the Perſons that are to be Actors 
{in it. He that 1s to ſit Judge, is infinitely Wile , 


whom you cannot deceive ; infinitely Powerful , 
whom you cannot refilt ; infimtely Juſt, who can- 
not be wrought to fayour ; and laſtly, of Supream 
Authority, from whom you cannot appeal. The De- 
vils will be at hand as Accuſers ; and if we have 


| deſerved evil, even our own Angel-Guardians : 


There allo our own'Conſcience will ſtand' witneſs 
againſt us. Before all theſe, the povr' Soul is to 
appear, without any attendance-.of Servants , or 
ſupport of Friends, deſpoiled of whatſqever ſhe had 
in this World, accompanied only- with her own 
works : Theſe alone, whether goodd' or evil, will 
follow her to an everlaſting reward orpuniiſhment : 
For their works follow them. © © 
Conſider 2: The terrour of this Judgment in” re- 
eard of- the ſtrict account. Fhere will be made a 
proceſs' of our whole lite ; every a&tion though ne- 
ver ſo much hidden and ſecret, will be brought to 


a moſt itriet Examination. All things that are done God red. 2.14. 
Mar. 12, 36> 


will bring intojudg ment, even every idle word. The 1e- 


| vere Judge will exact an account, not onely of eyils 


committed, but alſo of the good neglected : He will 
allo weighthe good Actions themſelves; and ſee whe- 


| ther they be full, and pertormed with due intention, 
and exactneſs. I(laichhe by David) wil judge Fuſtices, prob. 4. 


WO 


| And by Sophonias, Iovill ſearch Jeruſalem with Lamps ; Soph. 2. 


and if Ferwalem ani the Saints, how much more Bu- 
byoy and Sinners. CoON- 
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Novemter. 
Conſider 3. And ask your ſelf this queſtion : 


What ſhall 1, miſerable wretch, ſay for my ſelf aff 


that time ? For prevention, take the advice of E:. 
cleſraſticus. Before ſickneſs take meaicine, and before jug- 
ment, examine thy ſelf, and in the {i7ht of God, thou ſhak 


find propitiatim. While you have time do good. 


Of the particular Judgment. 2. Part. 


Onſider 1. The miſerable condition of a ſin 
| ful Soul, when art her trial ite jhall k2 found 
to come ſhort in her accounts, and guilty or acadh 
ſin. For then ſhe is to be degradzd, as Prieſts are 
wont in diſgrace and ignominv, kaving their lacred 


Veſtments taken off from them, fo 5 bs deliveradÞÞ 


over to Secular Power. 1. Will be caken irom he: 
the gift of Faith, for that ſhe did no: lead a lik 
conformable. 2. Will be taken alto rom her the 
gift of Hope, for having negleted rae means af 
torded her tor the attaining her chieteit Good. x, 
She ſhall be deprivedof all Supemarural Farors and 
Graces (if ſhe had any) and of Moral Vers, 
which ſhe made not right ul of 4. Natural Sa 
ences ſhall remain for her greater puniſhme3r, i: 
having preferred them betore the knowl2dge of Sal 
ration. 5. The Character of Baptiſm ſhall ali 
remain and whartloever other ſhe had, for her great 
cer ignominy, that it may appear from wiaz ib: 
is fallen, and that ſhe may be upbraided by the In 


.. fide reproaching her with that ſcoff, Thx mr 3 


an t0 buila, and be could ni: fnijh it. Finally thei 
will be fulfilled in her that of Eze&el. nd ther has 
frip rbee of thy Garments, and jizal; rake away the Ve: 
fels of thy glory, CC. and jb, ir thee go naked, and 
ful! of 1gnomeny. 
Conlider 2. The terrour of the final Sencency, 
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| light, and the Stars ſhall fall down from Heaven, an 


; N ove mbe V. | 3 3 
that will be thundered out againſt the wicked. Ger ye 
away from me, you curſed into fire everlaſting, &c. O wat. 23.4%; 


| what a plight and horrour will the Soul be in at that 


time, the Devils hurrying her preſently away to e- 
verlaſting torments ? But no remedy then to avoid 
it. As yet you may, if you be wiſe. 

Conſider 3. On the contrary the happy condition 
of the Juſt, that will be found innocent in that Judg- 
ment. Unto ſuchit will be ſaid. Becauſe thou haſt yyjy, yo; 
been faithful over a few things, I will place thee over ma- 
ny things ! Enter into the joy of thy Lord. Think what 


þ a Joy that will be. If you aſpire to theirlot, imi- 


tate their life. 


Of the General J udgment. 1. Part. 


Onſider 1. The cauſes of the General Judg- 
' ment. I. To manifeſt the Glory and Power 
of Chrift, unto whom the Father hath grven all judg- fo, 5.2% 
ment, that all may honour the Son, &c. And that he 
who came viſibly to fave all men, might alſo viſibly 
and publickly come to judge all, that the wicked 
may ſee and behold whom they have crucified. 2. 
That the Juſt might have right and honour done 
them, and the wicked due puniſhment, and God 
juſtified in his judgment, who for the moſt part 
permitteth the Juſt to be afflicted white they live, 
and the wicked to live in all proſpericy. 3. That tis 
bodies alſo may receive due reward, or puniſhment, 
as they have been inſtruments of Vertue or Vice to 
the Souls. | 
Conſider 2. The terror of the Judgments, by the 


foregoing ſigns. Thereſhall be great Earth-quakes, and Vat. 24.5. 
77, , LUNG 1. Ite 


þ peſtzlences, and famines, and terrours from Heaven, The 


Sun ſhall be darkened, and the Moon ſha!l not give her 
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E Pet, 3« 12+ the powers of heaven ſhall be moved: or as St. "WR 


Mal. 4+ Is 


E1:t. 24. 30, loev CT he ſhall decree. 
Yon of man im Heater 5 and £De7 { ail ail tribes if the 
earth bewail, to wit, the enemies of Chriſts Croſs. A 
Throne ſhall be ſec for the Judge in a bright Cloud, 
and Seats round abour tor the Ble 
te Apolties, 


ſaith, The heavens burning ſhall be reſoFved. "The Seal 
ſhall roar ina horrid manner, the Earth tremble, and 
be all on fire. Behold the day ſhall come ( laith Mala 
chy ) kindled as a furnace, and all the proud, and all tha; 
i impiety, ſball be ftubble, and the day coming ſn! in- 

ame then. Take heed cherefore you prove na 
ſtubble in that fiery day. 

Conſider 3. The Angel ſhall ound forth his dread- 
tul Trumpet, the dead ſhall riſe, and take their bo- 
dies; but with how different a countenance, the juſi 
from the wicked 2 How will che'e inveigh againſ} 
their bodies, for whoſe fake and pleaſure they com- 


Luke 23.30. mitted fo-many ſins in cheirlife-cime : ? They fhail [aj to 


the meuntains, fall upm is, and to the hills cover ws z but 
then there will be no means toeſcape. How 'mucy 
will -ic be withed for at that time, abore all-the 
Crowns and Sceprers of the World,to have lived in 
the Grace of God. Think cherefore often of this, 


Hicr. Reg. I#bether I cat .or dr my, or as any thing-ele, ( faich Se, 
Mon, c. 30. Hierom } tHet aread Kul voice doth ever (ound 1m 171y ears; 


Arie ye dead, ans come 50 judgmen, 
Of the General Judgment. 2 Part. 


Onſider x. The terrourof chcJudgment 1 Increa 
led by the appearance ot the Judge. Then ho 


Luke 21, 27. hat ſee the .Son f man comeng in a and with great 


D 
ower and majeſty. An innumerable company of 


Angels thall ſtand about him ready to execute what 
Toen j. all PPear 7Þe /rem of rhe 


ied \ irgin a and, 
From the Judge countenance ſhall 
ulus 


November. 35 


ilue forth darts of love towards his friends, but of 
fire and indignation againſt the reprobate. 4 fre 
and fwift ſtream came forth from his face,(laith Dantel.) Dan. 7.10. 
Who would not wiſh then to have been a friend in 
his life-time of ſo dreadful a Judge. 
Confider 2. The Angels ſhall go forth, and ſhall ſepa- M-t- 33. 496 
rate the evil from among the juſt, Thele ſhall be pla- 
ced at the right hand of the Judge, as Sheep ; the 
other on the left, as Goats, in contempt and igno- 
fniny. Ponderthe untimely repentance of the wic- 
ked, eſpecially when they ſhall fee the juſt above 
them ; Whom ſometime they had in deriſiom, and in a pa- $3p-5-3- &c« 
rable of reproach. IWe ſenſeleſseſteemed their life madneſs, 
SC. Behold how they are counted among the children of 
God. Then will be exacted a molt {trict account of 
every particular ; and what perhaps you are now a- 
ſhamed to open to your Confeflor, will then be 
known t6 the whole World. Be careful now to 
blot out by penance what you would not then have 
known to your ſhame and ignominy. 
Conſider 3. Thejuſt Sentence of the Judge. He 
willſay to the Saints, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, poſ- Mats 25: 34s 
ſeſs you the kingdom prepared for you,&c. To the wic- 
ked, Get you away from me, you citrſed, into fire ever!z- Ibid. v.47, 
#ing. Ponder the greatneſs both of the reward, and 
of che puniſhment, and chute which you had ra- 
ther ; it 15 now putinto your own hands, afterwards 
it will not : Wherefore while you have time, 2/227- Eccizſ9. 196 
ſoever thy hand ts able to do, work it inſtantly ; for neither 
work, nor reaſon, nor wildom,nor knowledoe, ſhall ye in 
Hell, whither thou doit haſten. 


Of Hell. n Parr. ; 


Onfider 1. Hell is the Dungeon of the damned, 
full of all miſery, and voic of all good. LInvenc 
D 
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Apoc.1g 20. 


Job 10, 22. 


Apoc,20010, 


Job 24.19. 


Job 20. 16, 
& 15, 


Aprc.g. 6. 
Mak 9.43: 


November. 
the cruelleft pains and torments that you can ima- 


gine, they would all be but a flea-bite in compari- 


ſon of Hell. The place it ſelf {hall be ( as St. Fohr 
ſaith) @ pool of fire, burning alſo with brimſtone. 
Wherefore it will be, x. Hideouſly obſcure, with- 
out light, even above the Egyptian darkneſs. 2. Ex- 
ceſlively ſtrait, for the infinite number of bodies 
that will there be packed together. 


4. Ever ſhut up, without any conveniency of brea- 
thing or air. F. Where (as Fob ſaith) #» the ſha- 
dow of death, and no order, but everlaſting horrour in- 
habiteth. 

Conſider 2. The quality of the pains. 1. For being 
continual without intermiflion, for they ſhall be tor- 


mented (as St. Fobn ſaith) day and night, for ever and e- 


ver, 2, For the grievouſneſs of them, being moſt 
jharp and vehement, without any theleaſt relaxation : 
Whence the rich Glutton in the Goſpel could not ob- 
tain ſo much as one drop of water to cool his tongue, 
3. For the diverſity and contrariety of them, which 
makes to their greater torment, expreſſed by that of 
"Fob, Let him paſs from ſnow-waters, to exceeding heat. 
4. For the company or ſociety which will be with 
the Devils and curſed Souls, that are obqurated inthe 
hatred of God ; and with Serpents, Vipers, and Dra- 
gons. He ſhall ſuck the head of aſps, and the wipers 
tongues ſhall kill him, &c. He ſhall be puniſhed for al 
things that he did, and yet not be conſumed. 

Conſider 3. The everlaſting durance of all this, 
which after millions of years 1hall begin afreſh, as if 
nothing had ever been, and ſhall laſt for ever. Be- 
cauſe, 1. The Soul is immortal : They ſhall deſire to 
die, and death ſhall flie from them. 2. The place never 


'to be deſtroyed. 3. The fire anquenchable. 4. Their 


11 


3. Infinitely 
loathſome and ſtinking, by reaſon of the ſoot,ſmoke, 
ſtench of brimſtone, and filthineſs of the bodies. 


November. 


37 


fin by obſtinacy irrevocable, and conſequently rheir 161.4. 


| worm dieth not. Laſtly, Gods decreeis unchangeable, 
becauſe in Hell there is no redemption: 


Of Hell. 2 Part. 


Onſiderc x. That ſaying of the Wiſe man, By 9.3.17, 


| what things a man ſmnneth, by the ſame alſo he s 

tormented. And becauſe we offend God by all the 
Senſes of tlie Body, therefore the damned in Hell 
ſhall be tormented in them all. x. The Sight ſhall 
be torrmenited with hideous ſhapes of the Devils, hor- 
rid repreſentations of ſins paſt, -and with the view 
| of their curſed company, which it will deteſt with 
mortal hatred. 2. The Hearing with continual 
blaſphemies, gnaſhing of teeth, curſes and howlings. 
3- The Smell, with Brimſtone, Pitch, and intollera- 
ble ſtench of the Bodies, 4. The Taſte, with rave- 
nous hunger, unquenchable thirft, and inſufferable 
bitterneſs of the fiery Brimftone, 5. The ſenſe of 
Feeling, with moſt tharp torments all the body o- 


ver, for the ſinner ſhall be ( as the Prophet faith ) as yarae.s.z. 
ftubble to the fire. Which of you (laith another) car 1ai.zz.1e. 


dell with devouring fire ? which of you ſhall dwell with 


everlaſting heats? Imagine the ſamie, in proportion, : 


of the Underſtanding, Memory, Will, and other 
Powers. 

Conſider. 2. Heavier than all this will be the pain 
of lo, as the Divines call it ; tor that the greater 
the good is that is loſt, the greater likewiſe is the 
grief it cauſeth. And the damned, to their greater 
torment, ſhall know the greatneſs of the Happineſs 
which they have forfeited by ſin- "This Happi- 
neſs is God himſelf, and the clear ſight and enjoy- 
ment of him ; the bleſſed company of Saints, per- 
petual Tranquillity ard Peace, peacetul Delight, 

D 2 delight 
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delightful Satiety, and the like. And yet we catt 
find in our hearts to let all this go, and beſides in- 
cur everlaſting torments for ſome ſhort and trifling 
pleaſure. | ins 


Conſider 3. 
You muſt uſe all your endeavour to avoid fin, 


which leadeth thither. And if you would not tor 


the whole World lie broiling ona Gridiron but for 


an hour, how much more ought you to be averſed 
from fin * Let zs therefore bewail our ſins ( as a Cer- 
tain holy man ſaid ) before we come thither, where 
our tears will ſerve for nothing but to ſcorch and burn 
our bodies. 


Of Purgatory. 1 Part. 


Onſider x. As Hell is ordained for puniſhment 

of Mortal Sin, ſo is Purgatory for Venial. And 

nere likewiſe Sinners ſuffer tor a time pain both of 
Senſe and Loſs. Ponder therefore the grievouſneſs 

of the pains of Senſe. x. In regard of the place, 
which is allo under ground, dark, and joyning to 
Hell. 2. For the nature and condition of the Fire, 
which is of the ſame kind and activity ( as Divines 
teach ) wich that of Hell. 3. For the exceſs of 
Aug. 507.47. COTMCNT : for ( as St. Auguſtin laith ) that Purging- 
* fre xs more grievons than what pain ſoever 2e can ſee, 
feel, or even imagine in this world, 4. For the long 
durance: for althaugh thoſe torments be not ever- 


laſting, yet to very many they laſt for many years, Þ 
and to ſome even till the day of Judgment ; as ap- | 
peareth by divers very credible and authentick Hi- | 


pe 


I:.33-149. Ttories. Who can dwell with devouring fire ? 


Conſider 2. The pain of Loſs which the Souls 
ſuftain here for the delay of the Beatifical Vifion, 
Prev.rz. 12. Which they molt ardently long for. 


Hope that 1s 
deferred # 


What you are to do to eſcape Hell. - 


1 
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deferred, affliFeth the ſoul: Much more the hopes of 

great a happineſs as is the ſeeing and enjoying 
of God. "Think if you were promiſed a Kingdom, 
what a longing condition you would he in, cill you 
were in poſſefiion: with much greater deſire are 
the Souls there inflamed, and they grieve the more, 
for that ſo great a good is deferred for their own 
careleſneſs and negligence in this life. 

Conlider 3. How much it imports you both to 
ſhun to the utmoſt of your power Venial Sins, and 
withal to fatisfie fully for Mortal Sins, though con- 
felled and forgiven, leſt you come to be caſt into 
this Purging-fire: for ( as St. Auguſtin above-cited 


| faith) He that will not now put ſo much as one fin- Aug, ſup, 
| ger into the fire, muSt neceſſarily dread to be tormen- 


zed then, whole body and ſoul, though but for a ſhors 
7me. 


Of Purgatory. 2 Part. 


| Onfider x. For how light cauſes, as we read 


in Hiſtories, many have been ſent to Purga- 


{ tory : Some for not bowing their head in the Quire 
| at Gloria Patri; others, tor deliring too earneſtly 
| holy Orders: .Some again, for Vanity in argument- 

ing : Others, for curioſity in Apparel : St. Severin 


himſelf, at whoſe Sepulchre Miracles were wrought, 


| for not reciting the Divine Office in its due time : 
| And Paſchaſines Deacon, for ſome inordinate aite- 
} ction in the ele&tion of the Pope, and that out of 
} errour and ignoiance, ( as St. Gregory witnefleth. ) Greg. 1. s. 
Compare now theſe {inall defe&s with yours, and PF 64% 


you will find that you havedeſerved a much hea- 


| .vier judgment. Wherefore humbly ask pardon, 
and fay with the Plalmiſt, Lord, rebuke me 10t in 9161.82. 


thy fury, nor chaſti2e me in thy wrath. Hawve mercy on 
ze, Lord becauſe Tem weak. D 2 Con- 


4O 


Aſat.5-27» 


farthing. 


The 1 Week 


Sunday. 


Conſider 2. Our merciful Lord hath afforded us 
many means to fatisfie for our ſins in this life, and 
to eſcape Purgatory. Theſe are, Receiving the Sa- 
craments, offering the Divine Sacrifice, Indulgen- 
ces, Faſting, Alms, Prayers, Tears, chaſtiſing the 
body, patient ſuffering of hunger and thirſt, ſick- 
neſs, and the like. God is content with a little in F 
this life, and is ſoon appeaſed by means of our poor | 
ſervices ; bur in the other life, he will ſeverely ex- | 
a& the whole debt of puniſhment, even to the laFt | 
Wheretore while you havetime, do good. Þ 


Feelef: 14, Be not defrauded of thy good day, ( as Eccleſiaſticrs ad- 


T4 


Mat. 5. 7- 


Morn. Ent. 
Behold our 
Lord tis 
come in his 
Holy thou- 
fands to do 
zudgmcnt. 
Jude 14. 


- Luke 2.25. 


from whom none can appeal. 


moniſheth ) and ler not a bittle portion of a good gift 
overpaſs thee. 

Conſider 3. Among other means, one of the moſt 
efficacious to eſcape, or atleaſt to mitigate our pains 
in Purgatory, is to pray much for the dead, while 
we live; for our merciful Lord permitteth that at- 
terwards we receive the ſame meaſure that we uſed 
to others here. And the merciful (as he ſaith him- 
ſelf) ſhall obtam mercy. | | 


Ot Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chrift as Fudge. 


"NOnſiider xr. What is read this day in the Gofpe], 
that Chriſt is to be the Univerſal Judge of all 
men, whoſe judgment we ought greatly to ſtand in 
fear of : 1. By reaſon of his Supream Authority, 
2. For the rigour 
of his Juſtice, which no entreaties nor bribes will be 
able to corrupt. 3. For his infinite Wiſdom, from 
which nothing can bs concealed. 4. For that he 
will be nor onely Judge, but alſo the Plaintitf ar 

Party offended. 
Conſider 


of Advent. Munday. 


Confider 2. What a favour it would be, if the 
Judge himſelf fhould in a friendly manner come to 
ſome Criminalin priſon, and teach him a way how 
he may eſcape, and come off with ſecurity of lite 
in his tryal. The ſame will Chriſt do to you this 
day. Wherefore receive him at his coming with 
great love, and gratitude; and now, while you 
may, endeavour by earneſt Prayers to gain him, a- 
gainſt that dreadful day, when there will be no more 
place for Prayers. 


_ © Conſider 3. Hence you muſt have a great care 


that there be nothing in your Soul that may dil- 
pleaſe the eyes of your Judge: when he cometh. He 
will ſearch .the inmoſt corners of your hearr. 
Cleanſe therefore diligently all things againſt his 


coming. Say humbly witch the Prophet, Enter not paui.r42.2, 


into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lord; butrather in 
the bowels of thy mercy viſit us now, O Orient, a- 
riſmg from high, &c. Wherefore Boet us faith wel), 
in theſe words: Ie have a great neceſſity of living well, 
ſeeing we do all things before the eyes of the Fudge that 
feeth all. Think well on this; and before Tudgment 


prepare thee Tuſtice, 
Of imitating the Lite of Chriſt our Lord. 


1 Part. 


Onſider rx. For two reaſons Chriſt our Lord 
came from the bolome of his eternal Father in- 
to the World, as the holy Fathers every-where do 
reach. x. To redeemus from ſin. 2. To give us ex- 
ample of living by his own manner of life. His 
lite therefore ought to be the ſquare, pattern, and 
mirrour of ours; to the end that fquaring our acti- 
ons conformably to his, we may come by his ſteps 
to arrive.at laſt alfoto his glory. 
D: 4 Comider 
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B-rn. S-r,2, 
ce Aſcen. 


Jud.73. 17. 


r Cor, 3,19. 


Tit. 1, 16, 


' in their works crucife Chrilt anew. 


Tueſday.  1Week 


Conſider 2. How glorious a thing it 1s to fol. 
low ſuch an example. I: z« great glory ( faith Ec- 
cleſiaſticus ) to follow our Lord. By following of 
men, whoſoever they are, you may erre ; becauſe 
they are men apt both to be deceived chemlelves, 
and to deceive others. By following Chrilt you 
cannot miſs, becauſe he is the way ; you cannot be 
deceived, becauſe he is Truth ; you cannot periſh, 

2cauſe he is Life : The Way in Example ( faith St. 
Bernard) Truth in Promiſe, Lite in Reward. Laſtly, 
he commandeth nothing, which he doth not firſt 
do himſelf. So that he may lay with Gedeon, What 
ou ſhall 'ce me do, do ye. 2 

Conſider 3. How fooliſhly you have hitherto 
done in directing your actions by any other Rule 
than the life of Chrift. All other Rules are crooked 
and naught; and rhe wiſdom of thi world ( accord- 
ins to which perchance you govern your ſelf ) 
focliſknefs with Ged, Ask pardon tor this tally, and 
befeech our ord to accept of you, and admit you 
into the number of his tollowers. 


Of imitating the Life of Chriſt, 2 Pare. 


Onſider x. The followers of Chriſt are of three 
different forts: Some by name onely, and 
from the teeth outwards ; they ſay they are Chri- 
{tians, and know Chrift ; Put in their works they deny 
him. They defile themiclves with continual fins,and 
Theſe are but 
equivocally termed Chriſtians ; for incecd they fol- 
low not Chriſt, but the Devil. Think how often 
you have been {ach. Repent, and take heed for the 
tuture. 
Conſider 2. Others there are who indecd follow 
Chriit, but atar of, as St. Perer did when Chrift was 
taken ; 
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taken ; who perhaps for that cauſe, as ſome obſerve, 


| came to fall and deny his Maſter: for any example 


or pattern that it may have influence, muſt be duly 
applied, and at a right diſtance. So many follow 
Chriſt, but coldly : "They purpoſe to keep Com- 
mandments, but care not to extend themſelves 
( with the Apoſtle) to things of great perfection. 
When it is ſaid to ſuch as theſe, Gs ſell the things Mat. 19. 21; 
that thou haFF, 8C. and come follow me : They go away 
ſad, like the young man in the Goſpel. See whe- 
ther you be one of theſe. | 

Conſider 3. Others finally there are, who with a 
generous reſolution ſtrive to follow Chriſt even to 
the Croſs. By honour and diſhonour, by infamy and » cox.s. a: 
good fame, and with the Apoſtle, do effeem all things Phil. 3. 8. 
as dung, that they may gain Chriſf, Laltly, they en- _ 
deavour to conform themſelves in all things to the 
model of his life. See among whom you chuſe to 
rank your ſelf; and know that in what proportion 
you are like unto Chriſt inthis life, you will alſo be 
hereatter in glory. | 


Of the Divine Decree concerning Chriſt's 
Incarnation. T1 Part. * 


Onſider r. The ſtate which the whole World 
was in. Partofthe Angels had fallen; allman- 
kind alſo had ſinned. The wicked Angels leaving the 
Bleſſed in Heaven, were caſt into Hell. Mankind 
lived in baniſhment out of Paradiſe, ſhut out of 
Heaven, made flave of the Devil, and enemy to 
God, and lay wallowing from one fin into another, 
to be caſt ar length headlong into Hell-fire: neither 
ad there appear any means pofiible of appeaſing 
the Divine Juſtice, being no pure creature could 
make it any ſatisfaction. 
Con- 
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Contemplate 2. The three divine Perſons: in 


Heaven, out of commiſeration, conſulting of a reþ 


medy. See how the ſecond Perſon, being ther 
could not otherwiſe any fatisfa&tion be made t 
the divine Juſtice, freely offered himſelf to his E 


P61:3.7,3, ternal Father, ſaying thoſe words of David, Say; 


Pſal, G3. I7. 


Pial.107.2, 


Gen, Zo Js 
Phil, 2.7. 


fice and Oblation thou would+t not, &C. Then, ſaid |, 
behold I come, Admire in the Son this voluntan 
Oblation of himſelf; admire in the Father his moſ 
gracious acceptance. O ineitimable eite& of Cha 
rity ! To redeem his ſlave, he rgfuſed not to 
liver up his onely Son. Give thanks to both, with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and offer what you are able in grz 
titude. | 
Conſider 3, What would have become 9 


you, had not Chriſt interpoſed himſelf. Yaf 


would have lain for ever in the filth of ſin, defti 
. nated according to your deſerts to the flames 0 


Hell. So that you may with all truth ſay, Bu 


that our Lord hath holpen me, within wery little my (ol 
had dwelt in Hell. Learnhence to elteem the great: 
neſs of the Benefit ; and ſeeing God hath thus be 


{towed himſelf upon you, give your ſelf up wholf 


ly to him, and ſay, My heart z ready, O God, 17y hear, 
z5 ready. | 


Of the divine Decree concerning Chriſt's 
Incarnation. 2 Part. 


—"yY » 5 m_ wk, Wh, - 


Hana yas A\ fol, vo) O99). os fo ww wU 


Onſider xr. The admirable Perfe&tions of God | 


diſcovered in this. Decree. And firſt his in 
finite Wiſdom, whereby he would cure our Mz 
ladies by their contraries. an ſinned throug| 
pride, vainly coveting a likeneſs with God, 2u 


ſhall be as Gods. God would cure this fore by exſ f 


naniting himſelf 7 aking the fer 7m of a ſervant, and mail 
| iti 
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into the ſimilitude of men. Deteſt Pride, which hath 

E brought ſo much evil into the World, and imitate 

the example which Chriſt hath given you, of Hu- 
nulity. 

Crates 2. His unſpeakable Charity. So God Jo. 3. x6, 
loved the world, that he gave his onely begotten Son : 
Even the Son himſelf ſo loved it, as to give himſelf 
for it. But who? and for whom? The God of 
Majeſty for a moſt vile and ungrateful Slave. Love 
therefore ſo loving a Lord with your whole heart, 
with all your ſoul, and with all your ſtrength: and 
ſeeing you cannot ſufficiently love him, endeavour 
according to your ſtate and calling, to draw as ma- 
E ny as you can into your company, in the joynt 
love and ſervice of him. 

Conſider 3. His infinite Goodneſs in communi. 
cating himſelf to man, in the higheſt degree pofli- 
ble : His Mercy, whereby he would take upon him 
| our miſeries to relieve us: His Juſtice, which that 
he might ſatisfie to the utmoſt rigour, he made our 


whole debt hisown. Laſtly, his Power, in joyning 

two extreams of infinite diſtance from one another, 

MW God and Man ; Creator and Creature. O admi- 

rable conjunction ! Sing ye to our Lord anew ſong, be- pry, , 
cauſe be hath done marvellozs things. Our Lord hath #2. 
made known his ſalvation, in the ſight of the Gentiles 

he hath revealed hzs Fuſtice, 


Of the Ele&tion of the Mother to the 
Word Incarnate. 1 Pare. 


Onſider x. The Incarnation being decreed as to 
the ſubſtance, the Eternal Word might have 
taken the perfect body of a man, ſuch as he framed 


a for 4dam, without infringing the rigour of Juſtice, 


Which he deſired to ſatisftic. Notwithſtanding he 
choſe 


repugnant to ſenſe. See, and imitate. 


individual Mother, not for any merits of hers, 
which then were none at all, but to the end ſhe 
might have merits. Therefore he beſtowed npon 


might be made fit to be the Mother of God. Con- 

ratulate with her for this her Ele&tion and Prede- 

- Pror. 8. 23. ſtination from all Eternity, From eternity I was. or- 

dained, and of old, before the earth was made. Offer 

your ſelf to be her Client for ever, and with: all 
carneſtneſs implore her aid and protection. 

Conſider 3. The Eternal Word would not have 

for his Mother any rich Perſonage, or Princeſs, but 

. one that was poor, and of mean condition in the 

World, thereby to confound our pride and vanity, 

that ſeek and hunt greedily after ſuch thingsas make 

PBL 4.3. a ſhew andnoiſe in the Workd. 2% ſons of men, how 

long are you of heavy heart ? Why love you vanity, and 

ſeek lying? Learn to contemn the Judgments of the 

World, and to eſteem thoſe things onely great, as 

are ſuch in the ſight ofGod ; and know, that much 

worth and vertue often lieth under a contemptible 


diſguilc. 


Saturday. I Week 
choſe to be born of a Mother. T. So to honour 
both Sexes 3 Man in his own Perſon ; Woman by i 
taking fleſh and bloud of her. 2. That in her we 

might allo have a Mother, and Advocatrix to her 
Son, our Judge. 3. That being thus made a ſuc: 
king Infant, and ſubje& to his Mother, he might 
giveus example of humility and ſubjection. - Refle& | 
how in all things he chuſeth the worſt and moſt 


Conſider 2. How the Word made choice of this | 


her the fulneſs of Grace and Vertue ; that ſo ſhe 


of | 
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Of the EJeftion of the Mother to the 
Word Incarnate. 


And of her Prerogatives. 2 Part. 


; (COnfider I. It was fitting that the Eternal Word 


ſhould honour his Mother, and raiſe her above 


| the common condition of Mortals, by ſpecial privi- 


ledges. King Solomon made a great Throne of Ivory, 3 Regs 205 
I'S, 


| and covered it with Gold exceeding yellow, 8&c. There 


24s not ſuch a work made tn all kingdoms. How much 
more fitting was it, that the —_— Heaven ſhould 
adorn his Throne, or Bed-chamber, where he was 


| to lie for nine months together ? 


Conſider 2. Several ofher Priviledges. x. Sandti- 
ty, and that the greateſt of any pure creature, com- 
municated unto her from the firſt moment of her 
conception : for it was not fit that the Mother of 
God ſhould ever, even for one ſingle moment, be 
under the ſlavery of the Devil. 2. Suppreflion of 
Concupiſcence. 3. Confirmation in Grace, fo as 
never to forfeit it by Mortal fin, or even to {uf- 
ter the leaſt diminution of its ftervour by Venial. 
4. Continual progreſs in the ſame, by the heroick 
as of Vertue, whereby it was increaſed to an in- 
finite proportion. F. The uſe of Reaſon from the 
hrſt moment. &. To conceive, and remain a Vir- 
gin. 7. To be in child-birth without pain. 8. To 
be a Mother, and delivered of her Son, without de- 
triment .of her Virginal Integrity. 9g. To be a $uat. c.2. 3; 
Mart, a Sea, and Ocean of all manner of Grace, fo ?:415.&c-4 
as to ſurpaſs the pertections of all the Saints put to- 
vether. d | 
Conſider 3. Her admirable Titles, in being after 
an eſpecial manner, Daughter to the Eternal Father, 
Mether 
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F will look 


towards our 
Lord, I will 


expe&t God 


my $2aviours 


Mich. 7. 7 
Mat. II. 3+ 


Gen.49.10, 
Agg. 2.8. 


Mat, I. 2T. 


HMii.12.2, 


Sunday. 
Mother to the onely begotten Son, Spouſe to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and Soveraign Queen of Men and 


II Wet 


Angels. She is alſo ſtiled the Mother of Mercy, 
the Advocatrix of Mankind, and Refuge of Sin-|f 
ners. Think what a Refuge and Prote&tion you|ſf" 
have in ſich a Mother. Commend your {elf ear 
neſtly to her: For ſuch # his will, ho will have u 
have all by Mary. 


Of Holy Communion. 


' Conſider Chriſt as the expe&ation of the Gentiles. 


9 prnar T. What is ſaid to day in the Goſpel: 
Art thou he that art to come, or look we for another? 
Chriſt is the expeRation of the Gentiles, as is ſaid in 
Geneſis; And the ſame ſhall be the expe&Fation of the 
Gentiles : and by the Prophet, The deſired of all Na- 
tions ſhall come : And with good reaſon; for that he 
wasto bring light to them that fate in darkneſs, and 
ſhadow of death, ſight to the blind, going to the 
lame, hearing to the deaf, as we have in this days 
Goſpel, and finally, Salvation to all. For, He ſhall 
fave hzs people from their ſms. 
Conſider 2. The ſame Meſflias, and expectation 
of the Gentiles, will come unto you, this day, in 
the Euchariſt, to fave you, to free you from your 
iniquities, to cure your infirmities, and to heap up- 
on you the gifts of his Grace and Vertues. O what 
a benefit is this ! Behold, God 7s my Saviour, ( faith | 
Taiah) Twill do confidently,and will not fear, Do you 
alſo confidently, diſcloting,and giving your ſelf up 
wholly unto him. E, 
Conlider 3. Againſt his coming you muſt exerciſe 
your {elf before-hand in feryent deſires, and many 
longing 


”? 
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nging ſighs afrer him: for therefore he is called, 
he expe&ation of the Gentiles, and the deſire of the e- Gen. ſup. 


ef 


mal hills; that is, of the holy Patriarchs and Pro- ppp... 1. 
hets. Hence David, Expefing I expetted our Lord, 7 

nd he hath attended to me. Expect him therefore 

ith an ardent defire : Prepare and cleanſe the 

xdging of your Soul, leſt otherwiſe being defiled, 

d polluted with fin, you offend his pure eyes, and g.,, :,. 12 
ing upon your ſelf @ curſe for a bleſſing. 


Of the Annunciation of the B. Virgin : 
And firſt, of ſending the Angel. 


-2 H E Angel as ſent of God into a city of Galilee qe 25, 
» called Nazareth to a Virgin, &c. Conſider 1. 
1, {bat an Embaſlage this is. Never was there inthe 

7, Forld any thing ſo ſolemn. He that ſendeth, is the 

he 


od of Majeſty, the moſt holy and divine Trig 
9. The Meſſenger is Gabriel the Arch-anM, 
hich is as much as to ſay, Fortitude or ſtrength ; 

) ſignifie, that what Meſſage he brought, though 

might ſeem never 1o difficult or impotlible, muſt 

: fulfilled. See how promptly he taketh and exe- 

teth the charge impoſed upon him z and imicate 

1 ike occaſions. 

Conſider 2. To whom he is ſent. What man it he 

:d ſeen ſuch an Embaiſadour diſpatched immedi- 

ly from God himſelf, coming down from Heaven 

ito this lower World, would not have thought him 

nt to ſome great Monarch ? and yet he is ſent 

a City of no account, From Nazarcth can there be JÞ. 1. 46. 
1j good 2 toa little Cottage, and to a poor Virgin, 

rouſed to a Carpenter. Be aſhamed that you 

onld ſo miſerably loye and {ek after ſuch things 

as 
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25 appear great and ſpecious in the ſight of the 
Wo. Srret this oMeQion in your ſelf , and 
know that you are in a _ errOUT. 

Conſider 3. The ſubſtance of the Embaſlte wa 
to require the Virgin's conſent to be Mother «© 
God. God hath right to exact any thing of hi 
Creature, yet he will have our duties towards hin 
to be voluntary. He that created you without yu 
( faith St. Auguſtin) will not ſave you without yo 
Oh how often doth God ſend unto you inviſibl 
Angels, his holy Inſpirations, to gain your goc 
will, that he may be conceived ſpiritually in you 
heart, and you refuſe him 2 Ask pardon, and 7 
day if you ſhall hear bz woice, harden not your heart. 


Of the Angels Salutation. 


ND the Angel being entered in, &c. Conſider 
A The grave comportment of the Angel, th 
hodeſty of his countenance, and his reverence t! 
wards the Virgin ; and learn to carry your ſelf lik 
an Angel in your converſation with men , b! 
much more with God, in prayer. Hail full « 
Grace, by excellency, and above all other pure cre: 
cures. Think what you are full of, whether « 
Grace and Vertue, or not rather of Pride, Vanin 
Selt-love, &c. Our Lord « with thee, by a ſpeci 
preſence, and effects of his Grace ; and ſhe agai 
with him, in her thoughts, deſires, and aftz&io 
O what a happy communication! Examine yc 
actions and attetions, and ſee how much or li 
they are with God. 

Conſider 2. The Perſon of the Virgin ; what 
did, and what the thought at that time : ſhe was 
lone, praying in her chamber, ( as the holy Farh: 

| reac 
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teach) that you might learn to entertain your ſelf 
with God, and in ſolitude, if you deſire to be viſited 
by him. She as troubled at hrs ſaying, to wit, at her 
own praiſes which the Angel uttered, and which 
whoſoever is truly humble refuſeth, as not belong- 
ing to him, but to God alone. She thought 2hat 
manner of Salutation this ſhould be, moſt prudently 
examining every: thing with her ſelf, leſt ſhe might 
be deluded. O that Eve had fo carefully weighed 
the Serpents words ! 

Confider 3. How different are your proceedings, 
who perhaps in every occaſion ſeek your own prai- 
ſes, and applaud your ſelf when you hear them 
ſpoken. of by others ; and not content to be com- 


mended by other mens mouths, you do it by your 


own. When you hear ſuch things asare pleaſing to 
{enſe, you think notwith your ſelf, 1/hat manner of 


propoſition this ſhould be, but you preſently ſet your 


heart' upon it, and ſeek to obtain it. Wherefore 
firſt prudently found the bottom of the water, or 
whatloever attair, before you enter upon it, and as 


the Wiſe man adyileth, Let thine eye-lids go before thy Prov.4.25. 


ſteps. 
Of the Delivery of the Meſſage. 


Ear not, Mary, &c. Bevold, thou ſhait conceive in 

thy womb, 8c. Confider x. How the Angel ta- 

keth away all fear from the Virgin; it being che 
property of a good Spirit to bring peace and ſecuri- 
ty to the Soul. Fear not, Mary, for thou haFt found 
grace with God : for true joy and ſecurity is onely 
©o be found in the Grace of God, not in the plea- 
{ures of the World, wherein perhaps you ivzk it 
molt. This Grace the Virgin found above all o- 
ther creatures; fo that it may be ſaid of her whac 
Was 
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was ſaid of Eaſter : The king lowed her more than all 
the women, and ſhe had grace and mercy before him, a- 
bove all the women. 

Conſider 2. The Meſlage he cometh to bring : 
Thou ſhalt bear a Son, and thou ſhalt call his name Teſas, 
that is, Saviour. He ſhall be great, by nature, as be- 
ing God ; by Office, for that he is to be Mediator 
between God and man ; in Gifts, for that him 5 
to dwell the fulneſs of the Godbead corporally. He ſhall 
be the Son (not adoptive, as all the Juſt are, but na- 
tural) of the moſt High. He fhall bave the Seat of Da- 
vid his father, but in a more eminent degree : and 
he ſhall reign in the houſe of Facob, that is, in the 
Church of the faithful, for ever. Rejoyce for the 
happy news of your Saviour, and congratulate with 
the Mother for the greatneſs of her Son. 

Conſider 3. With St. Bernard, theſe words : He 
ſhall reign in the houſe of Facob. And ſee that you be 
a Zacos: Supplant, and caſt the Devil out of your 
heart; wreſtle with your own vicious inchnations 
and concupiſcences. Let not ſim reign in your mortal 
body, that our Lord Jeſus may reign in the houſe of 
your Soul, and that for ever. Say with the ſame 
St. Bernard, I have mo other King than my Lord Te- 


ſres. | 
Of the Bleſſed Virgin's Reply. 


Ow ſhall this be done? &c. Conſider x. How 

E 4. the Bleſſed Virgin who had hitherto been fi- 
lent, began at laſt to ſpeak in detence of her Virgi- 
nity, which ſhe would not forfeit to be Mother of 
God. O admirable Purity ! In this Vertue ſhe was 
truly ſingular, and without example. Learn hence, 
x. Both co tpeax, and to be lilent, in their due times 
and circumſtances. 2. Not to be taken off from 
your 


of Advent. Thurſday. 


your good- purpoſes and obligations, upon any ac- 
count, without examining well how it may be done. 
3- To be caiitious and nice in point of chaſtity,and 
not to..caſt your ſelf in danger, .under pretence of 


what good, ſoever,. knowing that we have this trea- 2 Cot.g.7. 


ſure (of chaſtity) in earthen veſſels. . 
Conſider 2. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee,und 
the power of the moi High ſhall overſhadow thee. Pon- 
der the excellency of Virginity, whereof our Lord 
was ſo great a lover, that whereas he took upon 
him all our other miſeries, yet he would not be 
conceived but of a Virgin ; and in favour of her 
love alfo tothe ſame; the divine Spirit of Purity it 
{elf wrought in her this myſterious conception 
whereby her Son, who as God proceeded wholly 
irom.his Father, as man became entirely hers, re- 
ceiving from her alone what other children take 
irom. both Parents. Beſeech our Lord to come al- 


{o upon you by his holy Grace, and with his fhoul- pgp,go 4... 
ders to overſhadow you, eſpecially in the day of battel,a- Plal.139 3 


gainſt the heat of Concupiſcence, and vicious appe- 
nM 

 Confider 3. Behold Elizabeth thy couzen, &c. She 
who was barren becometh fruitful, chat you ſhould 
know there is nothing impothible co God. There- 
fore, alchough you have hitherto been fruitleſs of 
good works, yet by the divine Grace and your own 
concutrence you may come to be Father of many, 
and that not. onely in your ſelf, but alſo in your 
neighbour, Zotoedng to the condition and calling: 
you are in. . Therefore even now begin to co-ope- 
rate with Gods Grace; for he will not be wanting, 


who maketh the barren woman to dwell in a houſe, & pfa\.rn2. 9; 


Joyful mother of children. 
E 2 Of 


Bern, hom. 4. 
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Of the Virgins Conſent. 


FN Onſider x. How earneſtly the Angel ard the 
whole Court of Heaven expected the Virgins 
conſent. O Lady (faith St. Bernard ) ſpeak the word 


Fater millu'« 22h; Heaven, and Earth, and the lower World expe? 


Pſal.r03.10. 


Pial.115.7. 


#om you. Ar length the giveth her conſent. Behold 
the hand-maid of cur Lord. Admire her fmgular hu- 
mility, who being ſaluted Mother of God, would 
{till keep the name of Hand-maid. This 15 that hu- 
mility which our Lord regarded, as ſhe faith in her 
Canticle Magnificat, and loved fo much in her: Put 
on the ſame humility in your life and aMions, if 
you defire the Holy Ghoſt ſhould dwell in you ; for 
he ſendeth forth fountains in the valleys. He watereth 
the humble wich the fountains of his Grace, but 
leaveth the mountains, that is the high and proud 
ones Ury. | 

Conſider 2. The name of Hand-maid, or Slave; 
though it be contemptible among men, yet in rela- 
£10n to God is honourable ; tor we are truly his, by 
the feyeral ticles of Creation, Contervation, and 
Redemption : To him alone we ought to labour, 
and to dire all things to his glory, as'did this ble(- 
{cd Hand-maid of his. Offer your {elf therefore 
to God as a perpetual Bond-ſlave ; and fay with the 
Pſalmift, O Lord, becaufe I am thy ſervant, I am thy 
ſervant, & the jon of thy hand-maid, the B. Virgin 
Aary. 

Conſider 2. The admirable Obedience and Re- 
ſgnation of the B. Virgin in conforming her will 
to Gods divine pleaſure. Be it done to me according 
fo thy word, &c, Think how grateful this Anſwer 
was to God, and to men, and Angels. Imitate her 
in religning your will wholly into the hands of 

God, 
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God, and ſay in every thing, Be it done to me (O + 
Lord ) nw oo to thy word, not to my will, And 

Net as I will, but as thou. Think how joyful the Mat.25.33. 
Angel was for having obtained her conſent, and for 


the happy fuccels of ' his Embaſlage ; and how he 


returned without delay into Heaven, full of admi- 
ration of the myſtery of the Incarnation, and of 
the Vertues and Excellencies of the Virgin. 


Of the Accompliſhment of the Incarnation.” 


Onſider xz. How the B. Virgin having given 
VL her conſent, immediately the Ecernal Word, 
As a Bridegroom coming forth of his Bride-chamber to Pf1.18.6,7, 
celebrate his Nuptials with humane nature, Reoy- 
ced as a Giant to run the way, to unite unto himſelf 
our fleſh, and to begin the work of our Redempti- 
on. Whence, having preſently framed a perte& 
Body out of the moſt pure bloud of the B. Virgin, 
and created a rational Soul, he vouchſafed to unite 
his Divinity to them both. And thus the Ford was Jo. i. 14; 
made, fleſh, and dwelt in us, Think with what joy 
of the Angels in Heaven, of the Saints in Limbus, 
of God himſelf, and particularly of che B. Virgin, 


now Mother of God. 


_ *Confider 2. Whar manner of Body the Eternal 
Word took upon him in the Virgins Womb: He 
might have afſumed an Immortal one ; and aglo- 
rious Body had been but his due, in regard of the 
Beatifical Viſion : but he took upon him mortal 
fleſh, and that of a. little Infant. - x. thar he might 
7 all things be like unto his brethren, 2. "To oblige us Heb.2.176 
to love him the more tenderly. 3. To take trom 
us all fear, 'and make us come with confidence un- 
to him. * 4. To give us example of Humility, Pa- 
i E 3 Hence, 
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tience, and Mortification, in enduring nine months 
ſtraightimpriſonment in his Mochers Womb. And 
5. That he might, as the Criminal, pay in his fleſh 
what were not his, but our debts.. Humble your 
(RIF, you that are duft, while you ſee the Lord of 
Majeſty thus reduced in a manner to nothing. tor 
ARE ”, 
Conſider 3. What the divine Infant did in the firſt 
inſtant of his conception ; how he offered himſelf, 
and his whole life and actions to-his Eternal Father, 
as a Holocauſt, and Sacrifice for our ſins, ſaying, 
Plal.z9 8 Behold I come;-and how the Eternal Father was plea- 
Pla. 2.7 fſedin this his new-born Son, ſaying, Thou art my Son, 
- I this day have begotten thee. "To day the Heavens 

didtruly flow with Honey, while true Peace deicen- 
P33!.14.17. ded upon the Earth. Mercy and Truth bave met each 
*T | - other, Tuſtice and Peace have kiſſed. Truth w riſen out 

of the Earth, and Fuſtice hath looked down from Hea- 


Ven. | 


Of Holy Communion. 


Draw me, 
we will run 


after thee in Conſider Chriſt as the Anointed of our Lord. 


the odour cf 
thine oynt- 


+ AE Onſider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel, 
Jo. 1. 19. | how the Pharitees ſent to St. Fobn, to.demand 
Whether he. were Ghriſt ; whereas this name a- 
. greeth with none but our Lord JES U' S, who pro- 
perly is Chriſt, or the Anointed of our Lord ; and 
that by. a triple Unction, as King, as Prophet, as 
High Prieſt. Oy! poured out x thy name ( faith the 
Spouſe.) And David, Thy God hath anointed thee with 
the oyl of gladneſi above thy fellows. Wherever he 
goeth, he carrieth with him a moſt ſweet ſcent of 
Vertues. And who would not run in the odour 

of his precions Oyntments ? 3 » 
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Conſider 2. This ſame Anointed of our Lord will 

come to day unto you, in the Enchariſt, to make 

you partaker of his ſweet Oyntment: for, Arrb, pai.44s. 

and Aloes, and Caſſia, from thy garments, that is, from 

the Sacramental Forms which cover him as Gar- 

ments ; hence he will anoint you with a threefold 

Undtion : x. With the Unction of Mercy, blotting 

out your ſins. 2, With the Undtion of Fortitude, 


ſtrengthening you againſt your Spiritual Conflids. 


3- With the Unction of Wiſdom, inſtructing and 
enlightening your Underſtanding : for, Hs un#tjog r Jo.2.27, 
zeachetly you ({aith St. Fohn) of all things. 

Conſider 3. You muſt prepare your {elf againſt 
Chriſt coming : T have prepared (faith David) a lamp Pl. 131.17, 
to my Chriſt, Which the holy Doctors expound of 


 Fobn Baptiſt ; tor he as the lamp burning and ſhming. x, . ,-, 
Prepare alſo in the ſame manner the lamp of your 


Soul, cleanſing it from filth of ſin, and giving it 
brightneſs and luſtre proceeding from good works 
that you may both burn inwardly with love, and 
ſhine forth to others by example. 


_ Of the Viſitation of the B. Virgin, 
And firft, of her Tourney to Elizabeth. Luke 7-394 


Onfider r. The Word Incarnate, as foon as he 
was conceived haſtened to ſanctifie his Precur- 

for, that ſo he might preſently begin the Office of 
2 Saviour, He could have done this where he was, 
and at that diſtance, but he inſpired his Mother to 
g0 to Elizabeth's houſe, that ſhe who was to be a Me- 
diatrix between us and her Son,might in ſome forc 
concur to the firſt SanRification which he wrought, 
And ſhe, now full with God, readily followeth the 
EY 4 divins 


Gen. 19.17. 


Ambr. in 
Luke, 
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divine impulſe, and willingly embraceth the occa- 


Munday. 


jion of doing a good Office. Learn of both to be 
zealous in helping others, and not to let ſlip any oc- 
caion of exerciſing Charity. 
find Mary riſmg up, went unto the hilly country with 
ſpeed. Conſider the promptneſs of her Obedience 
0 the divine Inſpirations. Neither the difficulties, 
nor unpleaſantnels of a long journey, 'nor her own 
tenderneſs, nor the quality of being now Mother 
of God, could take her off; but ſhe preſently puts 
her {elf upon the way. This ſudden departure of 
hers was nct outof vain complement or ceremony , 
nor of curiotity, nor of doubt in what the Angel 
had atlurcd her, but out of pure zeal of pleafing 
God, and helping her neighbour. ' Obſerve her ſin- 
gular Modcity, recollection, and Devotion, where- 
with ſhe ente:taineth the Son of God, whom ſhe 
Ccarricth in her Womb; and learn hence how to 
iemean your ſelf, while you yet carry within your 
Þreait the ſame Son of God in the Sacrament. 
Conſider 3. Itis proper for them that are full of 
the divine Spirit to tend rowards the Mount of 
PerfeRion ; to deſpite the World, and to aſpire to 
things above, and to Heaven it ſelf. Save thy ſelf 
in the mountain, laid the Angel to Lot. Befides, they 
do it with ſpeed and fervour: for ( as St. Ambroſe 
faith ) the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt knoweth not lingering 
delzys. See whether in your thoughts and deſires, 
you do not cleave to thele inferiour things, and 
whether you do not go ſlowly and coldly on to- 
wards the Mount of Periection. 
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of Advent. 'Tueſday. 
Of the Blefled Virgin's Entrance into the 
Houſe of £Zlizabeth. 


Onſider x. Mary being entred into the houſe of 
Elizabeth, {aluteth firft though greater in digni- 

ty. So it becometh every one to prevent each o- 
ther in civility and charity. Think with what mo- 
deſty, and in what terms ſhe delivered her ſelf: 
happily in thoſe, Hail, our Lord with thee. There 
paſſed no empty complements, nor worldly cere- 
monies between them; but hearty exprefiions of 
mutual joy. At the voice of Mary the Eternal 


Word fanctifieth his Precurſor, cleanſeth him'of Q- 


rginal Sin, enricheth him with the gifts-of Grace 
and San&ity, beftoweth upon him the uſe of reaſon, 
and makes him ſenſible, even then, of the Myſtery 
of the Incarnation, and'of his own happineſs. As 
the voice of thy Salvation ſounded in my ears, the Infant 
in my Womb did leap for joy. 

Conſider 2. How Elizabeth alſo at the voice of 
Mary as repleniſhed with the Holy Ghoſt, endowed 
with the gift of Prophefie, and cried out with/a loud 
Vice, and ſaid, Bleſſed art thou among women, and 


bleſſed is the fruit of thy Womb, Learn hence how 


beneficial is the Mediation of the Bleſſed Virgin, by 
whoſe means the Eternal Word wrought ſuch ad- 
mirable effects in the Infant, and his Mother ; and 
that we all partake of the: fulneſs of 24ary's Grace 
and Bleflings. Salute her with the Spirit of Eliza» 
beth : acknowledge and extol her Excellency, pro- 
ceeding from the divine Fruit of her Womb; for 
by their fruits you ſhall know them. 

Conſider 3. Thoſe other words of Elizabeth, 
Whence zs this to me that the Mother of my Lord doth come 


tome ? Humility doth ever accompany the divine 


SPIric 
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Spirit and his gifts. Obſerve how by divine Infpj. 
ration ſhe ſtileth her Mother of God, which the 
Holy Church acknowledgeth as her chief title, 
Happily St. Fob» might uſe the like exprefitans to- 
wards his Sandtifier, and like affe&tions paſs between 
the Infants from Womb to Womb, as did between 
the two Mothers. Learn from the Infant and his 
Mother how to entertain your Lord when he co- 


meth to you in the B, Sacrament. 


Of the Canticle Magnificar. 


| i——— T1. Elizabeth having uttered. theſe great 
AJ Praiſes, the B. Virgin brake forth into that ad 
mirable Canticle Magnificat. Obſerve how ſhe re 
turned not the like again in complement, as is 
the faſhion of the World ; nor yet out of a diſſem- 
bling pretence of humility doth ſhe deny them, s 
| moſt do in like occaſions ; but aſcribethall to God, 
\ nothing to her ſelf. Learn hence, that it is not 
the vertue of humility ta deny, or diſſemble the 
natural or ſupernatural gifts we have, but x. To 
acknowledge them as proceeding from the mer 
goodneſs of God, not from our ſelves, or our own 
deſerts. 2. To give God all the praiſe and honour, 
uſurping nothing thereof to our ſelves.» 

| Conſider 2. "Two principal documents we are 
taught in this Canticle. ' Firſt, to rejoyce and & 
light in God alone, and in things appertaining to 
our ſalvation 5 not in the vanities and pleaſure 
nor. in the praiſes and+favour of the World ; for . 
God alone it is, who hath done great things to thi 
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Bleſſed Virgin, and daily, dath to his Church : H: , 
alone is powerful, he alone holy, extending ha mp * 
& from generation to generations, to them that fear bin 
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not ' to them that contemn and provoke him by 


their ſins. Examine wherein' you are wont to be 
moſt delighted, and ſee you be not one of thoſe 
that rejoyce in moFt wicked things. 


| Conſider 3. The other document, which is the 


admirable vertue and efficacy of Humility ; 'and 
this, 1. In the perſon of the Bleſſed Virgin, in whom 
it was the foundation or'cauſe of all her bleflings. 
Becauſe he hath regarded the humility of has hand-maid, 
for behold from henceforth all generations ſhall call me 
bleſſed. 2. In relation to all in general. He depo- 
ſeth the mighty from their ſeat, and exalteth the hum- 
ble ; the hungry he filleth with good things, and the rich 
be ſendeth away empty. Wherefore if you would be 
looked upon and favoured by God, it you defire to 
be exalted, if you wiſh to be repleniſhed with hea- 


6r 
*: o 


Prov. 2-14 


venly gifts, purchaſe Humility, Jove to be unknown, Bemard 


nd not regarded. | 
Of the B. Virgin's Stay with Elizabeth. 


Onſfider x. The B. Virgin being led by Z/iza- 
\_. beth into the inner-rooms, ſaluteth Zachary ; 
who, no doubt, received ſpecial comfort, and fin- 
cular favours at the preſence of the divine Infant and 
his Mother : Yet he, who at his Mothers firſt Sa- 
lutation, made the other Infant toleap for joy, would 
not at this other, teſtore ſpeech unto the Father : 
This was a favour reſerved for the honour of his 
Precurſor, at his birth. Learn hence to 'reverence 
the divine Providence in the diſpenſing of his fa- 
vours, and not to preſcribe to God the time or man- 
ner of affording is tuccour, but patiently to ex- 
pee with Zachary his divine pleaſure. 


| Confider 2. The Virgin remained in the houſe . 


of Zachary about the ſpace ofthree months, conver- 
| {ing 


'Ambr. in 
Luks. 


# Reg. 6.11. Kings, The Ark of our Lord dwe 


Lake x, 6. 


o 


ſing with them with all humility and charity, aft. 
Fting and ſerving them in whar ſhe could even in 
the meaneſt domeltical Offices, Think how holy 


Friday. TI Week 


was the converſation of that bleſſed company, whit 


fervent diſcourſes, and always of God : how grex: 


1y Elizabeth and others profited by the company off 


AMary : For, if. at the fir entrance ({aith St. Ambroſe) 
fo great was the profit, that at Mary's Salutation: the 
"Irifant leaped, and bis Mother was repleniſhed with th 
 Haly Ghoft 5 what do we think Mary's preſence added, 
by the henefs of ſo. long atime ? Fence love to con- 
verſe with the good, and withal procure that others 
allo may be the better for your company and cop 
eration. - ;* --.- Te | OY 

Conſider 3. That which Ss Jad in the ſecond 6f 


dedom three months, and our Lord bleſſed Obededom, 
end all his houſe. How much more, may we think, 
he did bleſs the houſe of Zachary, wherein the l: 
ving Ark of our Lord, and-Mother of God, dwelt 
{ſo long? The like blefling wilt he: pour forth up 
on your honſe, when he cometh to you in the Ho- 
ly Euchariſt, if you receive him as you ought. | 


Of the Nativity of St. Zobn Baptiſe. x Part. 


' (mm 7. The Sanctity of St. Fobr's Parents 
| They were both juft, walking im all the command 

ments, and. juſtifications of owr Lord, without blame. 
Here deteſt the perverſeneſs of Hereticks, that hold 
all Gods commandments impoſlible; learn'to ob 
Terve all, not onely Precepts, but alſo Fuftification, 

or Councels, and whatſoever glſe appertains to the 
perfection of your Calling ; that you may boch be 
ju#t in the ſight of God, and lo deſerve the bled 


t jn_ the houſe of Ol 


eek 


£0 
Week 


Parents, and whole houſe,” and the Congratulations 


bf Avent. Saturday. 
of a Son Fobn, ( that is, of divine Grace ) and be 


without blame in your life and converfation with - 


met - ---- | 

Conſider 2. How God did honour the Birth of 
his Precurſor. x. In fending the ſame Angel Ga- 
brie] to denounce his and his own Sons Birth. 2. In 
the manner of the Annunciation, which was more 
ſolemn than that which was made to the Virgin: 
This being delivered to the High Prieſt, in the 
Temple, and San#a Sanforum, in time of publick 
Sacrifice, all the people being in expectation and 
wonder. 3. In impoſing the name himſelf, by the 
Angel, which we do not read he did to any other 
than his Son ; and this not an empty name, bur full 


-Mof myſtery, making good in effe& what it did ſig- 


nifiein outward ſound. 

Conſider 3. The dignity of St. Foh»'s Office, ex- 
preſſed in thoſe words of the Angel, He ſhall go be- 
fore him, bearing witteſs, and preaching Chriſt by 
word of mouth, and example of life: bz the Spirit 
and Vertue of Elias; that is, with an undaunted cou- 
rage and zeal, which he ſhewed throughoue the 
whole courſe of his lite ; in the Wilderneſs, at the 
River Fordan, in Cities, in Herod's Court, in Priſon, 
and Death it felf. To prepare unto the Lord a perfect 
people, by his Baptifm, preaching of Penance, and 
the auſterity and rigour of his life. *Fhink whether 
this be not in ſome part alſo your” Vocation, and 
accordingly excite your ſelf to imitate the Sanctity 


ot St, Fohn. 


6Z 


Of the Nativity of St.Fohn Baptift, 2 Part. ue c. 55 


OOnflider x. Elizabeth's full time as come to be de- 
lzyered, and ſhe bear a Son, Ponder the Joy ofthe 


oft 


Saturday; IV Wa 
of their neighbours and kinsfolk for her detivery of x 


Son, after ſo many years unfruitfulneſs and expe. 
Ration. No leſs is the joy of the Saints and An. 


{ 
- 


gels, and comfort of a Soul, when it is fruitful off 


good works, and bringeth to effe& what it concei. 
veth by vertue of divine Inſpirations. Be not dil. 
mayed if you do not preſently attainthe Vertue, or 
overcome. not the Vice, which. you deſire: Keep 
{till in heart ; for God is wont to defer his gifts and 
favours the more to . inflame our deſires. Hopr, 
therefore, in» God, and do good, ana he will give the 
the petitions of thy heart. 


Conſider 2. Folw s bis name, which fignifietills 


Grace; for no Saint whatſoever,after Chriſt and the 
B. Virgin, did ſo abound with the gifts of Grace; 
For he was by Office and purity of lite an Angel,in 
Spirit Ehas, more than a Prophet, ſanciftied in his 
Mothers wotab, and ohe, than whom ( as Chrit 
himſelf witneſſed) none amongthe born of women, 
ever role greater. Reverence this Saint ſo ſingular 


ly beloved, and ſo near allied to our Lord, and en 


deavour to imitate his heroick Vertues. —_ 
Conſider 3. What happeneth at his Birth. Tr. The 
Mother by divine Inſpiration giveth him his name 


2. The Father writing the ſame in a Table, forth 


with his mouth was opened, and his tongue, and he ſpak 


bleſſmg God. 3. He was repleniſhed with the Holy Gho#t i 
and propheſied, 8c. Obſerve here, how by Penance 


and due ſubmiffion a man riſfeth greater than he fell 
4+ They all marvelled, and fear came upon all their neigh 
bours. F. All that had heard theſe things, laid them uj 
in their hearts, ſaying, What an one, trow ye, ſhall thu 
child be ? for the hand of our Lord 2vas with him. Do 
you likewiſe lay theſe things up in your heart by 


{erious Meditation, and beg that. the hand of our 


yl 


Eord may alſo be with you. 


he Advent: Sunday. 65 


Of Holy Communion. ET 
a - 
OE : 1 aatre, 
of. Conſider Chrift as the Guet of our Soul. _— 
lil. abide in thy 


heModge in your Soul. Whence in the Apocaps he 
| f 


i Conſider 2. What is ſaid this day in the Goſpel. 
| Prepare the way of our Lord, make ſtreight has paths, Luke 3. 4i 
ilYou muſt make ready the room of your heart, | 
hat it may be fit to entertain ſo great a Gueſt, He 
content and well pleaſed with what is mean, ſo 
t be but cleanly 3 and therefore he would not take 
Weſh, bur in the Virgins pureſt Womb, nor be laid, 
"heſÞbut in a new Sepulchre, and wrapped in a pure 
kan Winding-ſheer. He is highly taken with 
Humility, and as much offended with Pride, and 
clt-conceit. If you be a alley, you ſhall be filled 
P, (as it is ſaid to day in the Goſpel) but if you be 
ci 4, or mountain,you ſhall be humbled, and taken 
own. Meet him then, proftrating your {elf be- 
ore him, and crying out from the bottom of your 
cart, Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldeiF enter qe 5,6 
der my roof, &C. 
Contider 3. With what prompt obſervance, and 
earty welcome, anciently they did entertain their 
pueſts ; Abraham, the three Angels ; the Sunanute Gen.r$.3; 


voman, the Prophet Elizews ; Martha, Chriſt _ py 
eli. 


56 Munday. IV Wee 
ſelf Do you the like, and the beſt you have 
before him ; that is, preſent him your whole heart} 

Luke 10.38. Aly ſors ({aith he) give me thy heart. See it be all off 
Prov-23-2% . Piece, whole and entire, not divided either by fell} 


love, or inordinate affe&tion to things 'of thiiff 
World. 


| | 


Mat.r.19, Of our Bleſſed Ladies Virginity revealed to 
St. Foſeph. 1 Part. 


Onſider x. The ſingular Sandtity of St. Fofe 
il anſwerable to ſo high an Office, though Ga 
had not as yet revealed unto him the Myſtery of th 
Incarnation, for a proof both of his and the Vi 
gins Vertue: Wheretfore perceiving her to be gro 
big after her return from Elzaberh , he 
ſtartled at ic, and began to be troubled in mint 
doubtful what he ſhould do to keep himſelf blam 
leſs. Thus God is wont to try his{ervants, thou 
Pſ41.54-23- but for a time : for be will not give fluctuation (la 
David) to the juFt for ever, | 
Conſider 2. The many Vertues of the holy m; 
in this perplexity of mind. Patience in {upportin 
and not divulging the matter : Charity in not 
proaching her: Prudence in taking mature dell 
ration with himſelf of what were fit to be dot 
Þ Do you the like when any thing happeneth amils 
your Brother : beware of rajh judgment: folldf ti, 
Ber. f{t. 10. That of St. Bernard ; Excuſe the intention, if you can to 
in Cant® the fait; take it for a miſtake, judge it a ſurprilf ſc 
think it a chance. 
Conſider 3. The admirable Vertues of the 
Virgin in this furprize of Foſeph. - She alleadg 
nothing in her own detence, though eaſily | 
mught, Her honour was in queltion in a mattdlY gr. 
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the higheſt concern ; notwithſtanding ſhe chuſeth 
rather to be ſilent, and to commit the matter to 
God, than to publiſh any thing that might turn to 
her own praiſe. My ſecret to me. You, perhaps, 1fi.24 11. 
do not fo, but preſently blab out whatloever makes 
to your commendation 3 and though you be in 
| fault, 22ake a thouſand excuſes one upon the other Plil.r40.4. 


mn your fins. 


Of our Bleſſed Ladies Virginity revealed to vMat.r.25 


St. Foſeph. 2 Part. 


TD Ehold the Angel of our Lord appeared in ſleep to Fo- 

ſeph. Contider 1. The ſum of the Angels Mel- 
fage. x. He honoureth Foſerh withthe title of being 
Son of David. 2. He takes away all fear and trou- 
ble of mind. 3. He juſtifieth the Virgin. 4. He 
informs him of the Myſtery of the Incarnation. 
Ponder here how God was not wanting in due 
time to theſe holy perſons, but when all humane 
means failed, ſent them ſuccour from Hearen. Ad- 
mire the divine Providence, which though it teems 
to leave us for a while, yer will not abandon us ior 
g00d and all: For amoment, a little while (laith he) 
_ I forſaken thee, and in great mercies will I gather 
thee. 

Conſider 2. What exceſs of joy St. Foſeph wasin, 
when he underſtood of the Myſtery of the Incarna- 
tion, the Innocency of his Spouſe, and her Election 
to be Mother of God ; where he underſtood him- 
ſelf ro be afſumed to that eminent dignity of being 
not onely Guardian and Spoute to the Mother, bur 
alſo the reputed Father of the Son of God, and as 
Father, to give himthe nameof Feſzs. Think how 
he condemned himſelf as one raſhly jealous. Con- 
gratulate with him for this honour, and —— 
F with 
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with ſingular Devotion, him whom both Mother 


and Son ſo highly favoured. | 
Conſider 3. The Angel diſappearing: Probably 


St. Foſeph impatient of delay, went forthwith to his | 


, LCukenz: 55. 


moſt innocent Spouſe, knocked at her chamber- 
door, where ſhe likely was watching in heavenly 
contemplation, and uſed thoſe words of the Canti- þ 
cles: Open tome, my ſiſter, my love, my beautiful one, 
for winter w now paſt, the rain w gone and departed, 


Then he asked pardon with tears, and recounted 


to her the whole paſlage of the Angels Viſion. 

Think what joy there was between them. Learn [( 
to put your truſt in God in like accidents, Who after 
a tempeſt, maketh a calm, and after tears and weeping, 


poureth in joyfulneſs. 


Of the Expettation of the Virgin's Delivery. 


F Part. 


| 42 mama 7. The Infant Chrift ſhut up in his Mo- 
_- thers womb, did carneſtly long for the coming 
of thathour,wherein he was to appear in the World, 
to perfe& the work of our ſalvation ; ſo as even then 
to lay, Thave to be baptized with a baptiſm, and how 
am I ſtraitened till it be diſpatched ? He contained hin þ 

{elf notwithſtanding for nine whole months, neither ſivi 
would he diſpenſe one day with himſelf in that tc- 
dious and painful Incloſure, but embraced it as a fit 
occaſion of ſuffering for us, of which nature he 
would omit nothing that came in his way. What 
man in his wits (according to fleſh and bloud) would 
fuffer himſelf to be fo long ſhut up in ſuch a priſon, 
though it were to gain the World 5 Be ame 


then to-complain of ſmall inconveniencies, when 


God himſclt luttered fo great for you. 
Conſider 


of Advent. Thurſday. 69 
Conſider 2. The expectation on the behalf of 

the Mother now near her time, and moſt defirous 

to enjoy the fight of her Son, whom ſhe knew to be 

| God of God, and Man of her own nature and ſub- 

ſtance. She did probably apply to him and her felf;, 

thoſe words of the Canticles: ho ſhall give to me 

fthee, 729 Son, that I may find thee without and kiſs thee ? 

n the mean while ſhe exerciſed moſt ardent affe- 

ions of love and contortnity to the divine will, 

both as to the time, place,and conveniencies of her 

Celivery, caſting her ſelf and all her care upon God, 

as St. Peter admoniſheth us) for that he hath care of t Pet. 5. 7: 

v%. Do you the ſame in all your affairs, and exa- 

mine wherein you are deficient. 

| Conftider 3. How well the divine Infant did re- 

quite the long harbour his Mother gave him in her 

Vomb. If at his firſt entrance 1n his conception, 

he beſtowed upon her ſuch extraordinary grace and 

avours, how did he increaſe them, during his nine 

months abode 2 Uluminating her Underſtanding 


Cant. 0, 2. 


o- with an infuſed light and knowledge of the Mylte- 
1g Wics of Faith, and inflaming her will with more than 
d, PcraphickAfﬀection of divine Love? He was no bur- 


hen, nor pain, nor the leaft trouble unto her ; 
ut a moſt welcome Gueſt, an eaſe and comfort in 
ll occaſions. He would be ſo in proportion like- 
iſe to you in the Sacrament, if you would give 
im entertainment, and not pour your ſelf forth 
(Preſently upon other atfairs. 


at 


Of the Expectation of the Virgin's Delivery. 


1d 
Nn, 3 Farr. 
ed 


Onſider x. The Expectation on the behalf of 
the Fachers in Limbo, praying continually, and 
F 2 crying 


& 


et 


Thurſday. IV Weekfſs 


cryinz out, Drop dew, ye beavens from above, and let 


the clouds rain the Fuſt, be the earth you , and bud forth 
S 


a SaUour. They longed to be ſet tree, that they 


might preſently enjoy the Bearifical Viſion. There 


. fore they ſaid, Be manifeſt before Ephraim, Benjamin, 


and Manalſes; fhew thy face, and we ſhall be ſaved. 


Quicken your dull heart with theſe inflamed de. 


- fires. Be aſhamed ( {aid St. Bernard ) that the exbibi 


2 Cor. 3. 13, 


::um of ths benefit doth not cauſe in thee a joy anſwerabk 
to that inflamed deſire which the bare promiſe enkindles 
in the hearts of the ancient Saints. 

Conſider 2. What expectation every devout Soul 
ought to be in of having Chriſt ſpiritually born 
in it {elf by Grace. What « my expettation ( laid 
David) z it not cur Lord ? Wherefore wemult em- 
ploy all the Faculties of our Soul. 1. Our Memo- 
ry and Underſtanding in a ſerious and attentive 
conſideration of his admirable Vertues and Perte- 
ions. 2. Our Will in ardent affections of love, 
and deſire of exprefling in our ſelves what we be 
hold in him ; that, according to the Apoſtle, Be- 
holding the glory of our Lord, we may be transformed m 
to the ſame image. 

Conlider 3. Wemuſt not content our {elves with 
bare affections and detires, tor by thee we only con- 
ccive Chriit, not bring him forth, but we muſt al: 
fo, with the Apoſtle, Travel (as women in labour) 
in the exercile of Chriſtian Perfection, 7 Chriſt be 
formed in is, labouring to bring to light the good de- 
fires, which by divine Inſpiration we have concei- 
ved ; otherwite they will but torment our Conlct- 
ence, and prove at Jaſt our ruine, as it often happer- 
eth to Mothers when they miſcarry : for as the 
Wiic man faith, Deſires kiil the [loarbful. Wherefore 
encourage your ſelf, and intlame your heart by 


means ot thoſe Antiphons the Church uſerh chels 
days, 


( 
7 


eb of Advent. Friday. ©" 
li Þ days, ſaying, O Wiſdom, which haſt iſſued forth »f the Eccloſia *n 
*thil mouth of the Higheſt, &c. O Adona:; ; and the like. yur. AC, 


re-fl Of the B. Virgin's Journey to Bethlehem. 


ed. T= came forth an Edit frem Ceſar Augujtirs, SC. Luk: 2, 5, 
Conſider x. The wonderful diſpotition of the 
+. divine Providence. Chriſt could have been born 
bf where, at what time, and with what caſc and con- 
Jeff venience he had pleaſed ; he would notwichſtand- 
ing debar himſelt of all, and diſpoſed it fo, thart ic 
1 /hould happento be in the Winter, and that Cz{:"s 
rm Edict ſhould ſend his Parents far from home; that 
ig be might miſs even of thoſe ſmall convenience 
1. | wherewith he might in ſome ſort have been provi- 
10- ded at Nazareth. O depth of the riches of the wiſdom, Ron2.33, 
vel 41d of the kuowledge of God! Go now, you that ſeek 
fe, 0 greedily after your own eaſe and pleaſures. E:- 
ther God as decerved, or. the world in an errour (laith Bern, q- 
v. Bernard ) becaute their Dictamens are quite con- 9#tiv.fcr. 2, 
frary to one another. 
Conſider 2. St. Fofeph's and the B. Virgin's Obe- 
ence to the Edidct, with their own grear inconve- 
nience, taking a long journey of near abour a hun- 
ired miles. . Look upon the- Travellers, ſee with 
what modeſty, patience, and conformity to Gous 
will they carry themſclves in all things: "Think 
har ſweet diſcourſcs the Virgin holdeth with her 
Son. Ay beloved to me, and 1 to him, XC. Behold he Gat. 2. 5; 
ftandeth behind our wall, looking through the windows, mo 
oking forth by the grates : For, All things are naked acv.y 15, 
md open to hs eyes, Out of every thing gather 
lomething for your {elt. 
ce, Conſider 3. When they were come to Bethlehem, 
y cy went about all the Innes, but could find no 
{> (Entertainment. Good God ! there was place tor the 
_ T3 retulc 


= 


- —————_— ce ev 


On Chriſtmas-day. 
refuſe of men, but no room to be found for the Son 
of God ! He came into hs 029n, and his own recetvel 
him not. See how patiently they bear this repulſ;, 
and betake themſelves toa cave, or open and ruined 
ſtall. Imitate, and love to be ſet behind all. 0 
how true was that, The foxes have holes, and the fow|, 
of the air neſ?s, but the Son of man hath not where to 

repoſe hzs head, Think how often you have denied 
him entertainment, while your heart was wholly 
taken up, and full of worldly vanities. | 


Jo, T, Ifs 


pe. © 


IFary ben Ot Holy Communion. 
Km com: to 
Prov. 9. 4+ y 

Wat. 9. 9+ ND Ontiider 1. What is ſaid by Jaiah: A Vittle chili 

AL (5) born toms, and a ſon ws given tow. Andin 

Luke 2.12. the Goſpel, os ſhall find the Infant ſwadled in clothe. 

Thus the Lord of Majeſty delighteth-in the name of 

a littie one 5 and that he might be ſuch, brought 

himſelf in a mannerto nothing.  Seg how lictle he 

If.1.40.12, 1 12 his Crib, ho pondereth the Heavens with a ſpan, 

| who poiſeth with three fingers the huge greatneſs of th 
Earth. | 

Conſider 2. This little one will come to be ſpir: 

tually born this day in your heart by, Holy Commu. 

nion, it you prepare him a Crib in Berhlebera, thatf x 

is, in the houſe of Bread. He appeared to men firllf i 

in fieſh; now he will communicate himſelf aneuff i 

unto you 1n bread, to impart unto you by this lf 

ving Bread his own divine and -inimortal life. Gd t 

then to this divine Myſtery fo, that he may be bon { 

anew in your heart 3 which will certainly be, if youlſ þ 

begin to lead alite conformable to his ; if you love 

nothing but what he loved; that you may ſay wit 

gal. 2, 10, the Apoſtle, Ile, now not I, but Chriſt Jjveth im mil 

Condideſſ 


4 
Y 


Conſider ChrifF as a little one. 


nf 2_ a FT fame Join grnd rg y— + —— 


On St. Stephen's Day. 
Conſider 3. That you may enjoy this little one, 


you muſt become ſuch an one your ſelf. For unleff Mat.18.3, 


you become as little children, you fhall not enter into the 
kizgdom of heaven. Provide therejore tor this little 
one a Crib, or place of repole in your Soul, {wathe 
him - with the: bands' of Charity, defend him from 


the cold of a frozen heart. Laitly, Be /ittle in your * Reg-15.17 


owneyes, that you may deſerve to be made Chief in 
the Tribes, that is, great among the Saints, the Se- 


crets of his Wiſdom he revealeth to the little ones. Mee7-25, 
The teſtimony of our Lord us faithful, ({aith David) gt- PIL10.%% 


ving wiſdom to little ones. 


Of our Sav:iour's Birth. T1 Part. 


Onſider x, The Bleſſed Virgin being in the 
_»- CaveorStable at Bethlehem, and perceiving her 
time to draw near, retired her ſelf as much as the 
place would permit, and being in Spirit wholly fixed 
upon God by moſt high contemplation, behold on a 
\udden bringeth forth into the World the Eternal 
Light. The Bleſſed Infant iffueth forth without 
breach of his Mothers Virginal Incloſure, as aiter- 


} wards he roſe from his Monument, though ſhut and 
© made faſt up : And,asthe great Maſter of Hunulity, 


at his firſt entrance intothe World, caſteth himſelf on 
the bare ground... What feeling had the Virgin at 
that time 2 What affections of reverence towards 
her God, of love towards her Son 2 See how ſhe 


© takes him up in her lap, kiſſes him, wraps him in 
E [wathing-bands,lays him inthe Manger berween the 
© bcaſts, that by their warm breath he might in !ome 
J manner be defended againſt the cold. See how ſhe 


adoreth and giveth him thanks for his coming into 
the World,and making choice of her to be his Mo- 
F 4 ther ; 
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Heb. Is, 6, 


Tn Rroviar, 
ad Mitur. 


Iſ:1. T. Zo 


S. Bonayv, 


Corn, in 
Lat. Co JL. 


TX Jo. 2. 4, 


Amos 4.23. 
Fob 26.11, 


On. St. Fohn's Day. 


ther : How St. Foſeph alſo performeth his part : And 
out of all draw {omething for your benefit. 
Confider 2. What joy wasthen in Heaven. How 
welt pleaſed was the heavenly Father at this new 
ſight. And hen again he bringeth in the firſt-begotten 


into the world, let all the Angels of God. adore him. See 
how the Angels fall proſtrate on their faces, and a- 


Gore him, faying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 8&c. And to the 


Blcited Virgin, O Bleſſed Mother of God, whoſe womh 
remaining untouched, brought forth the Saviour of the 
Ferld. Rejoyce and congratulate with both, and 
adore your new-born Saviour. 

Conſider 3. then was tulfilled that of 1/aiah, The 
Ox bib known his owner, aud the Aſs bes maſters crib ; 
but Tjracl hath not known me, and my people hath nit 
zderftood. See how theſe filly creatures by divine 
inftiac, proſtrating themſelves, adore their Creator, 
See whether you be not one of thoſe Iiraelites, and 
do not yet know your Lord, being more inſenſible 
than the very bruit beaſts themſelves. For be that 
ſaith be knoweth God, and keepeth mot his command: 
ments, 2s a licr. 

Ot our Saviour's Birth. 2 Part. 
gy your ſelf in the Cave or Stable at Berble- 
E hem, fixing your eyes on the B. Infant lying in 
the Manger; ponder theſe general circumſtances. 
Who? What? Where? By what means? Why: 
How? and When ? 

Who is this Infant ? The onely begotten Son of 
God, and truce God of God. Our Lord God of hoſts 
zs his name. The pillars of heaven tremble, and dreas 
at bis beck. Infinitely powerful, infinitely wile 
immenſe, eternal, incomprchenſible, &c. | 

What? Kic liethas onc helpleſs; he ſutfereth ex- 
tremity 


— wr eo 


On Holy Innocents Day. 


tremity of cold ; he is wrapped in poor Swadling- 
couts; he crieth and ſheddeth tears as other Infants. 
Where? Far from his own country and home ; in Pal. 21-7. 

a Stable,in a Manger; between two filly Beaſts, as 4 
my » and 10 man, areproach of men, and outcaſt of the 
ee IN jeople. 

a , Wich what means, or conveniences? Deftitute of 
he all, without bed or bedding, without fire, without all 
nh manner of accommodation ; no ſervants, or atten- 
be £dants ; having none about him but his poor Parents , 
id by whoſe care and labour he was maintained. 

Why ? For your ſake, for love of you, to give you 1 ofic 
be example, Zo reſtore loſt man to the Kingdom of Heaven, Nev. 
bl How ? Not forced, but of his own free election. 1Gi.gz.7. 
ot He was offered becanſe himſelf would. Chearfully, 
ne and with joy: Therefore entring into the World, 

YT, He bath rejozced as a Gyant to run the way, though Plul.8.6, 

1d Yrough and painful. 

lk When? In thevery depth of Winter,at midnight, 

at a time the moſt inconvenient of all other; and yet 

4 both times and moments are all in his power. Be a- 
loniſhed, give thanks, return love, &:c. And if you A& 1.7. 
receive to day this Bleſſed Infane into the Crib of 
jour heart,be carefulto entertain him well. 


le Of our Saviour's Birth. 74 Pgrt- - 
in | 
©S, Onſider r. The admirable Vertues which are 


e reſplendent in this Myſtery. r. The intinite 

Goadacd and benignity of God. His Power appea- 

of red in the firſt Creation of the World, Providence 

bm the Government ; butafter all, in this myſtery, as 

4 J N.Paul faith, appeared the benignity and kindneſs towards Tit. 3: 
> 5 1nan of our Savicur God, He was made man, that he 
might the better be known by man ; born jn pover- 
x-fſty and want, that he might the more endear himſelf 

unto 


g Cor. 8. 9, 


Tſai. 53.0. 
Plak72.23, 


On St. Thomas of Canterbury's Day. 


unto us; in an open Stable, to be the more eaſily 
found ; he lieth in a Manger, to encourage the 
poor; his hands are bound, that you need not fear 
to approach ; he concealeth his power, to take a 
way terrour ; he puteth on. meeknels, to win you 
to himſelf, ec. 

Conſider 2. His extream poverty, and love there. 
of, expreſſed in this Myſtery. He made choice ofa 
poor humble Maid for his Mother,and ofa Carpen- 
ter for his reputed Father. He was born * out of 


' houſe and home, and in a Stable, lodged not in any 


bed of his own, but in a Manger upon ſtraw and 
hay, without ſheets or blankets, onely wrapped up 
in a tew clouts ; and all this, being the Lord of all 
things. For you (laith the Apoſtle) he 22s made poor, 
whereas he was rich, that by has poverty you might bt 
rich, If you be wile, therefore be rich by imita 
ting his poverty. | 

Conſider. 3. The incomparable example of his 
admirable'Hunulicy, who being by nature God & 
qual to-the Father, abaſed himſelf to the deſpicabk 
condition of. a ſlave, and that the very vileſt of 
them, ard the moſt abjet of men ; nay, he zs become 
for us 2s # beaff, even lying amongſt them, that 1 
he might be with us, without any regard to his ho- 
nour, which you are ſomiſerably fond of. Be con: 
founded, for that being but a worm, you will be 


 Jooked upon, and regarded above others. 


Of the Meſlage ſent to the Shepherds. 1 Part 


{tm 7. Chriſt having humbled himſelf fo 
low as the Manger, God his Father would ho- 
nour him, and make him known to the Shepherds 
by Angels, and to the Sages by a Star; becauls, 
He that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted, Pondcr 
: | the 


——_ 


On St. Thomas of Canterbury's Day. 77 


the words of the Evangeliſt: And there were in the ye x4 wn; 
{ame country Shepherds watching and keeping the night- Luke 2. 8, 
earl 2yatches ower their flock; and behold an Angel of our 
> a Lord ſtood beſide them, and the brightneſs of God did ſhine 
"ou round about them. 
Conſider 2. Chriſt would not be made known to 
rel the Wiſe men about Berblebem, becauſe they were 
fafÞl proud; nor to the rich, becauſe they were covetous 
en-ſl nor to the noble, becauſe they were given to plea- 
- offs {ures ; but to Shepherds, that is, men that were poor, 
ny humble, laborious, vigilant, and careful in their Ot- 
nd fice. Be you therefore {uch an one, and be watch- 
up} ful over your ſelf, that you may deſerve to be viſt- 
al ted with divine illuſtrations. 
or, Conſider 3. Such a Shepherd or Paſtour was St. 
el Thomas, whoſe Feaſt you celebrate this day ; and 
ta therefore the Goſpel of the good Shepherd is appli- 
ed unto him, For the ſame reaſon, Chriſt manifeſted 
hs} himſelf unto him after a ſpecial manner, towards an 
|| eminent degree of Sanity 1n this lite, and is now 
be ſeen and enjoyed by him in the other, to an equal 
of proportion of Glory. See his Zeal tor the Church of 
ml God ; his conſtancy in adverſity, and piety in pro- 
10 ſperity 5 and do your utmoſt to imitate him. And 
10- | if you be to receive to day Chriſt the chief Paſtour, 
27- | in the Holy Eucharift, beſeech him to inſtruct you 
be | how to feed and govern agcording to his, and Saint 
| Thomas hisexample, the Flock commitred to your 
charge ; which in the firſt place 1s your own Soul, 
+ | with all its powers, faculties, andſenſes ; then thoſe 
that are under your charge, that by vertue of his di- 
{| vine illuſtrations, you may your {elf be enlightened 
o- | all over, and withal be a light to others both by 
ds | word and example : For as St. Gregory faith, The Grez.Ep.32 
, fame or fire of the Shepherd is the light of the flock. *7: 


O: 


Luk? 2, Io, 


Il, 


Jo.16. 12. 


RDit.1.21., 


6ap3:-3.13, 


The 30 of December. 


Of the Mcſſage ſent tothe Shepherds. 


FA Onlider x. Thoſe words of the Angel, I evange. 


y0u a Saviour, The joys of the World are either baſe, 
or vain: The onely true and ſolid content is of God, 
and of things appertaining to our eternal Salvation : 
and this joy (as our Saviour faith ) 0 man ſhall take 
fFom you. Think theretore what cauſe you have to 
£ejoyce forthe Birth of this Saviour, who ſavetb hy 
people from their ſims, Trom the power and flayery of 
the Devil, from Hell and damnation, and beſtoweth 
upon them all manner of Spiritual Bleflings, Grace, 
Vertue, and Life. everlaſting: And this to you, as 
much as to all the World befides, and even hz day, 
and ar all times that you will your ſelf. Say there- 
tore with the Propher, I vill joy in our Lord, and wil 
rejoyce in God my Feſws. 

Conſider 2. And the ſhall be a ſign to you. You ſhall 
find the Infant fwadled in clothes, and laid in a Manger. 
Good God, what ſigns are theſe of the Mefias, Lord, 
and Saviour of the World! Infancy, Clouts, and 
Manger | Wha would not have expected he ſhould 
have heard of Courts, Thrones, Purple Robes, &«. 
Try whether you can find fuch ſigns of Poverty 
and Humility in your heart, that thence you' may 
come to know whether or no Chriſt be as yet iſpt- 
ritually born within you. 
 Conftider 3. 4nd ſuddenly there was with the Angel 
a multitude of the heavenly Army praiſmg God, &c. O 
what heavenly Muſick was then heard! O with 
what Angelical Harmony was then firſt entoned, 
Gloria in excelſis Deo: Glory in the bigheſt Frans 

| | CAarn 


lize to you great joy, 8cC. becauſe this day zs born ty 


to be wiſhed for. 


The 31 of December: 79 


Leatn hence to praiſe and glorifie God in all 

things. And in earth peace to men of good will, Hence 

alſo learn that peace both interiour and exteriour, 

with God and our Neighbour, is a peculiar gitt of 

Chriſt. For, There ſhall ariſe in thoſe days Fuſtice, pra, 54. 7. 
and abundance of Peace, O how much is this Peace 

Yet it is not beſtowed, but 

upon zen of good will ; that is, rightly ſubordinate 

to God : For, There zs no peace to the impioms, ſaith WaiqS-we 
our Lord. 


Of the Shepherds Adoring. Luke 2.1% 
Onſider 1. Let 2 go over to Bethlehem, 8&c. See 
their prompt Obedience. With the fame rea- 
dineſs ought you likewile to obey divine Inſpirations. 
And they came with ſpeed, that you may learn to be 
tervorous in the Service of God : For (as St. Ambroſe 
laith) 0 body ſeeketh Chris? ſloathfully. Go you allo, 
and that frequently over to Bethlehem, conidering 
te Myſteries that were there exhibited tor your 


dalvation. Say with David, O that ſome man would 2 Reg-23-13 


give me drink of the water out of the Cyſtern that zs in 
Bethlehem ! The Cyſtern is the Cave, the Water is Jer. >: 13: 
Chriſt, who « the Fountain of Living Water, and the © 53 
Fountain of Wiſdom. 

Conſider 2. And they found Mary and Joſeph, and 
the Infaut,&c. Whence you may learn that the rea- 
welt way to find Chriſt, is by means ot the B. Vir- 
vin, and the Intercefſion of Saints. See with whac 
piritual joy the Shepherds adore, what Preſents they 
offer : How afterwards they return again, and re- 
count to others what had palled, Glorifying and prat- 
ſmg God in all things that they had ſeen and heard. And 
out of all gather {omething for your (lt; 

Conſt- 


Lo 


Behold thy 
Saviour 
cometh. 
Iſai.62.1T. 
O God, 
fave me in 
thy name. 
Pſal. 93. 3+ 
Luke 2. 28. 


Pal.129.7, 


Mat.I.2I. 


Phlzo.s, inthe Holy Euchariſt, to ſave thy ſoul out of (her) Þ 


ſms. 


On the Feaſt of the Circumaiſion. Fax.x, 


Conſider 3. But Mary kept all theſe words, &c, 
Obſerve four ſeveral ſorts of perſons then in Berhle. $Þ! 
hem. 1. Some paſling by did ſee the Shepherds and 
the Crib, but not finding any thing extraordinary, 
went on their ways without any further notice, or 
feeling. 2. Others heard, and admired what the 
Shepherds related unto them, but being buſied with 
other affairs, thought no more of it. 3. The Shep- 
herds themſelves adored alſo, and with a lively 
faith, but returned afterwards to their own, uncer- 
tain with what event. 4. Onely the B. Virgin and 
St. Foſeph inſiſted upon the Myſtery, pondering 
each particular, and bearing them! conſtantly in 
mind. Think what rank you are of, or would 


wiſh to be. bi 


Of Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chrift as he is 7 ESUS, or Saviour. 


| #1 mnomera I. What is read to day in the Goſpel, 
to wit, that in his Circumciſion Hy Name was 
called FESUS, that is, Saviour ; and with rea- 
ſon, for that to day he ſheddeth his firſt Bloud, as 
the earneſt peny of our Redemption, being to pay | 
the remainder of our Ranſom on Mount Calvary : Þ" 
fo as to make good that of the Plalmiſt, And with 
him ( there is) plenteovs redemption. If Foſeph and IÞ 
{ome others were called Saviours, for having deli- 
vered the people from famine and temporal death, 
how much more juſtly is Chriſt ſo called, who {a- 
veth us from that which is everlaſting 2 For he 
( faith the Angel ) ſball ſave his people from their 


Conſider 2. This Saviour will come to you to day 


neceſſities 


= 11.2. On the Oftave of St. Stephen. ST 


Re ſhrceſſities To deliver you from your ſpiritual Ene- 
nies, giving ſtrength and forces to overcome them. 
He will waſh and cleanſe you with the Sacred 
Bloud he ſhed this day : And laftly, he being the 
xeginning both of the year, and of all other things, 
rill give you himſelf as a New-years Gift and Pledge 
f a happy year, being willing to abide continu- 
ally with you; if you will your ſelf. O what a be- 


i 
-[y (efit: 
> Conſider 3. You muſt prepare a lodging in your 


ad Foul, againſt the coming of your Saviour. Firſt, 
A Humility, acknowledging your own unworthi- 

els, and his Greatneſs : For, as the Prophet ſaith, 
1d he humble of ſpirit he will ſave. Secondly, by a pca.+4.193 
reat confidence in his Goodneſs: for, He maketh his Plal16.7. 
wreies marvellous, and ſaveth them that hope in him. 
Prepare alſo a New-years Gift for him, ſaying with 
avid, I am thine, ſave me. Recerve thy ſervant un- PR\.n8. 94 
1 Good, A contrite and humbled heart, O God, thou Ag 


wilt not deſpiſe. 


.. 

| Of our Lords Circumc:fion. 1 Part. 

4- 

xx /DOnlider x. Chriſt was not ſubje& to the Law of 

y (- Eircumciſion, as being incapable of contract- 

-: Ig Original Sin, whole remedy it was: He would 

4 orwithſtanding undergo it, though moſt painful. 
1. To honour the Law in his own Perſon. 2. Not 


0 offend others by his ſingularity. 3. That he 
might ſoon begin to ſhed his bloud for us. 4. That 
having taken upon himſelf our fins, he might alſo 
ndergo the penalty. 5. To give us example of 
Dbedience to the Law of God, of contempt of all 
orldly reputation, and of mortifying our ſelves. 
7 [{carn to do even what you are not obliged unto, 
) fad to ſeek the mortiticacion of your fieſh 53 and 
GOVet- 


- Bb APN te. tn oe te AE VR me I 


On the Oftave of St. Foby. Fax... 
covet not the reputation of a Saint, ſeeing you cam 
not but confeſs your {elf a finner. | 

Conſider 2. Probably Chrift was circumciſed by 
his Mother, or St. Foſeph, ſeeing the Law did notſf 
preſcribe any certain place or Miniſter. Think 
with what tenderneſs they performed this action, 
with what compaſiion towards the Child, and relf 
fignation to the will of God, for that they -kne 

. he was not ſubje& to the Law. Stir up in your 
_ like affections of Compattion , Reſignation, 

Co 

Conſider 3. The affe&tionsof the Infant. Hoy 
he willingly offereth himſelf to his divine Father 
co ſuffer in ſatisfaction for your unlawful pleaſures, 
how patiently he endureth the pain, how at th: 
ſame time he crieth as an Infant, but rejoyceth 
withal for promoting thus your falvation. He i 

_ this day zruly become @ bloudy Spouſe, eſpouſing u 
Exod. 4.26. to himſelf, not as David did AMichol, in the Prepu 
F R6-19-27 ces of the Philiſtines, but in his own precio 
Blond. Excite your {elf to ſuffer ſomething for 
your Spouſe, who endured ſo much for love d 

yOu. 


Of our Lords Circumciſion. 2 Part. 


= S name was called Feſrs. Confider r. Aﬀeer the 
painful Ac of Circumciſion, is given him « 
Luke 2. 2I» 7227 that is above all names. For God honourcth- 
| them that ſuffer any thing for his ſake, and exalteth 
Phil. 2.9. thoſe that humble themſelves. Behold the B. Vir 
gin pronouncing this holy Name, which ſhe learned 
af the Angel, ſaying, Feſws is his name. See how 
at the firſt utterance thereof, all the Celeftials, Ter: 
reſtrials, and Infernals bowed their knees ; how al 
were tranſported with joy, but chiefly the Bleſſed 
— Mother 


Jan. 4. On the Oftave of H. Innocents. 83 


Mother, ſaying with the Prophet, I ll rejoyce #n 
Godmy FESUS. Do you allo rejoyce for the im- 
poſing this Sacred Name wherein 2e muſt be ſaved. 
Conſider 2. The Excellencies of this Name Habac.3.18, 
TESUS, or Saviowr; for itexpreſſeth all the divine ** +? 
"8 Perfections. x. Power, for that he hath taken us 
| out of the hands of our moſt powerful enemy. 
2. Wiſdom, whereby he over-reached his adverlſa- 
ry, appearing in the form of a ſlave, and concealing 
under it that of God. 3. Charity, whereby, with- 
out any benefit to himſelf, and with his own great 
pains and labour, he ſet us at liberty. 4. Sanctity, 
for unleſs he had been without all blemiſh himſelf, 
he could not have cleanſed others from their ſins. 
5. Divinity, for none but God could pay the infinite 
debt of fin. 6. His Dominion over all men, whom 
he bought with his precious bloud. Truly , Oy! 
poured out 3s hs Name ; dilating its {weet ſcent in all 
manner of Spiritual Graces. 
Conſider 3. How highly you ought to reverence cant. r. 34 
this holy Name ; how greatly to be aftected towards 
It ; how caretully to labour in propagating its Glo- 
ry ; following the counſel of the Apoſtle : 4 whar- 
Go you do in word or in work, all things in the name 
of our Lord FESUS CHRIST. Beg ot him to make 
good the expoſition of his Name, and to ſave you. 
Say with the Prophet, Help ws, O God our Saviour, and ©9:3-17- 
for the glory of thy Name, O Lord, deliver us, and be Plal 78. 
propitions to our fins for thy Names ſake. 


Of our Spiritual Circumciſion. x Par?. 


( _ I. Every Chriſtian ought ſpiritually to 

be circumciſed, after the example of his Lord 

and Captain. This we are all enjoyned in thoſe 

words of the Prophet, Be circnmciſed to our Lord, and Jer. 4. 4+ 
G rake 


© 4 


Jer. 4+ 4 


Rer, ſer. r, 


de Circum, | 


Prov. 3. 5. 
& 7. 


7 Tim. 6. 5. 


Re. J' Zle 


On the Oftave of H. Innocents. Fax.47 


take away the prepuces of your hearts, ye men of Tudith, 
and inhabitants of Feruſalem, leſt perhaps mine indigna« 
tion go forth as fire, and be kindled, and there be none that 
can quench it, becauſe of the malice of your cogitations, 
Hence conceive how great neceflity there is of it; 
and take heed of incurring Gods wrath and indig- 


nation. | 0 
Conſider 2. This Circumciſion ( as St. Bernard | ci! 
noteth) muſt be throughout the whole man. There: ÞÞ ha 
fore ſearch your ſelf narrowly ; cut off all difordi- fg] 
nate paſſions, and all manner of ſuperfluities, which Þl th: 
may any ways hinder your Spiritual Progreſs. In | & 
the firſt place, you muſt take away all ſtiffneſs in I of 
judgment and opinion, whichis the fountain and o-  < 
riginatof many evils: For, hence all manner of He- {a 
refies, Illuſions of the Devil, Difſentions, Strifes, KU of 
and the like, take their beginning. Wherefore de- UT: 
reſt it, as the plague and bane of Vertue. Learn to Eun 
ſubmit it willingly to the Church ; your Superiours, Þ rf 
and ſpiritual Directors, whom you have in place of 
God, and as the Wiſe man counſelleth, Lear not up- fl to 
en thine own prudence, and, Be not wiſe in thine own cot | fic 
ceit. ell 
Confider 3. You muſt alfo circumciſe Self-love, Il of 
che greateſt enemy man hath. I: blindeth the Un- I mc 
der{tanding, it inflames the mind with hurtful deſires, in 
which drown men into deſtruction, and perdition. Such Þ in 
are the deſires of having; of enjoying the convent- }} he 
ences of this life ; of being honoured and eſteemed | {, 
by men ; of having our actions taken notice of, and I mi 
preferred before others ; likewiſe the deſire of vain I Lo 
and unprofitable knowledge, love of vanities and If «; 
pleaſures of this World, and the like. Cut off there- I wr 
fore all theſe, and caſt away from you. Deny your I F: 
ielf, and tollow your Lord. Jon 


Of | | 


913.5: Oti the Vigil of the Epiphany. 


Of our Spiritual Circumciſion, 2 Parr. 


YOnſfider x. Not onely the inward man, 4s above, 

| in the Underſtanding and Will, but alſo the 
Outward, in the exteriour Senſes, is to be circum- 
aled. Think with your ſelf how many Souls 
have been caſt into Hell, by occaſion of one ſingle 
glance of the eye 2 How many have periſhed by 
the abuſe of the other Senſes, of Hearing, Tatting, 
&c. Wherefore refrain. your eyes from the ſight 
of dangerous objeas, chiefly of Women, and un- 
chaſte Pictures: Your ears from any thing that 
lundeth of Vanity, Curioſity, and much more 
of Diſhoneſty, Murmuring and Detraction : Your 
Tafte from exceſs in eating and drinking, alto 
Wada and untimely repaſts, and ſo of the 
[£1T, 

Conſider 2. You muſt not omit, among the reſt, 
to have 4 care of your Tongue, atd to cut off 
from it all Detrac&tion, Murmuring, and whatſoever 
dle ſerveth to ſow Diſcord. Likewiſe all manner 
of contentious, injurious, ſawcy, unſeemly, or im- 
modeſt Language. Allo lying, curſing, ſwearing, 
and the like. Laſtly, flattery, double dealing, dil- 


imulation, vain complements, &c. that you may 


be like to your Lord,of whom it is ſaid, #bo did no , p.q.z.24 


jm, neither as there «gle found in bis mouth. Fxa- 
mine your ſelf in each particular, and beſeech our 


Lord with David, To ſer a watch to your mouth, and eu 145.30. 
6 vor round about to your lips. For, If a man offend Jac. 3 2. 


wt in ord, this 1s a perfect} man. On the contrary, 


f any man think himſelf to be religious, not bridling his Jac. x. 26. 


tomgue, 8. this mans religion zs vain. 
Conſider 3. You mult finally cut off all Super- 
G 2 fluities 
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36 On the Feaſt of Epiphany. Jan. 


fluities relating to the Body : as in Clothing, Sleey, 
Paſtimes, and other Conveniences of this Lite. Hz 


£ Tim.68. ©ing food (faith the Apoſtle) and wherewith to be < 


ved, with theſe we are content. Wherefore quit your 


| -1f of all other things, that you may become the 
P31.87.16,' More like to Chriſt, who ſaith of himſelf, I a poor 
' and inlabours from my youth. | 


Behold, the 
Dominator 
(and) Lord 
cometh. 
Tntroit, 
Mifſz ex 
Malac.3.t. 
Te<ke with < 4 
DIPS... C Onſfider x. What is read to day in the Introit 


to meet him, of the Maſs. Behold there cometh the Soveraign 
4 Kp.5.% Lord,and a Kingdom in hu hand,&c. to wit,that Chriſt 


Of Holy Communion. 


Confider Chrift as your Soveraign Lord, to be 
adored with Offerings. 


is the Supream I. ord of the whole Earth, to whom 


.ail men, even Kings and Princes, are to pay Tri- 
Mat. 2.2. bute in acknowledgement of this Soveraignty. This 
the Sages by divine inftin& underſtood, and accor- 
dingly came this day to offer their Gifts. Ye are 
Ibid. v. xx, core ( ſay they) to adore him : And opening their 
zreaſures, they offered him gifts, Gold, Frankincenſe, and 
Myrrh. 

'Confider 2. "This Soveraign Lord will come into 
your Soul to receive your Tribute and Preſents ; and 
withal to return other far more precious Gilts. 
Wherefore, Take gifts with you, and go forth to mect 
him. Bethink with your ſelf what you can offer; 
for in Deuteronomy it was forbidden that any one 
ſhould appear betore our Lord, without Offerings, 

Deut.r6.6 There ſhall not appear before our Lord any empty. But 
every one ſhall offer according to that he hath. 

Conſider 3. You muſt prepare a Throne in the 
middle of your Heart, wherein to place and adore 

your 


it 


Sunday Within the Octave of Epiphany. 87 


your Lord, when he cometh. Make him a Pre- 
ſent of your Souls three Powers, Memory, Under- 
ſtanding, and Will; fo that he may wholly diſpoſe 
of them at his pleaſure, and not permit you to 
know, affect, or even think of any thing that may 
be leſs pleaſing to him. Offer him the Gold of 
Charity and Love,the Frankincenſe of Prayer, the 
Myrrh of Mortification. In fine, give as much as 
you can, far it will be returned back with adyan- 
tage. 


Of Holy Communion. I the Lord 
: | ny God, 
, c . t 

Conſrder Chriſt as the Teacher of Fuſtice. rs _— 
table thing:, 

*This Sundays Meditation is to be Inſerted between the Week-days, Iſai 48 or 
as it ſhall fall out | Lord, ſhew 
me thy ways 


and teach 


(Ont T. What is read to day in the Goſpel, we wy 
that Chriſt was found in the middle of Doctors =o 
hearing them, &c. He is truly our Doctor or Tea- Joel a. 24. 

cher, not of prophane Erudition, but of Juſtice. 

Whence the Prophet, Ye children Ml Sion, rejoyce, and 

te joyful in the Lord your God, becauſe he hath given you 

4 Doctor of Fuſtice, And he himfelf by the mouth 

of David, inviteth us to a Leſſon of the fear of God, 

laying, Come, Children, bear me, I will teach you the PC. 33.12, 

fear- of our Lord. | 4 
Conſider 2. How much this Science of Juſtice 

ought to be preferred before all worldly Sciences : 

Theſe cannot ſave us, but may ſerve to increaſe 

our damnation, if we make not right uſe of them: 

This alone. can make us happy for ever. Hence 

think what a benefit it will be to have this Doctor 

come to-day into your Soul : tor, truly bleſſed x the plal.gz.1% 

man whom thou ſhalt inſtruct, O Lord, and ſhalt teach 


ut of thy law. | 
G 3 Conſider 
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2 Cor. 6.16, 


Deut. 33-3- 


Fer, 6. 8, 


Pal. 97. 2. 


Mat.22.14- 


Jan. 7, or 8. ” 
Conſider 3. How Chriſt fate today in the Tem: 


ple among the Doors. See therefore that your 


Soul be a Temple of the living God, (as the Apoſtle 
warnethus) not of Dagon, that 1s, of ſin.” Let it be 
a Houſe of Prayer, not of worldly Negotiation, nor 
a Den of Thieves; that 1s, of vain thoughts of (elf. 
eſteem, robbing God of the honour which is due to 
him alone. Then with all humility fall at the feet 
of your Lord, with Magdalen, and beſeech him to 
teach you the way of Salvation: For, They that ap- 
proach to hz feet, ſhall recerve of hi dottrine. Laſtly, 
bring with you an eagerneſs to learn, and reſolve to 
put in execution what he ſhall ſay unto you ; left 
otherwiſe he leave you to your ſelf, according to 


that of the Prophet, Be thou taught, Feruſalem, left 


perhaps my Soul doth depart from thee. 


Of the Sages Journey towards Feruſalem. 


1 Part, 


Onſider x. Our Lord being born, a Star appex 

redinthe Eaſt ; and the Eternal Father, as he 
had revealed his Sons Birth to the Jews by an Angel, 
fo would he likewiſe manifeſt the ſame to the Gen- 
tiles by a Star ; he being to be equally Saviourto 
both Jew and Gentile. Reioycethat the glory and 
greatneſs of your Lord was thus made known to the 
x2mote Nations of the World, and give God thanks 
for having made known hs ſalvation in the ſight of the 
Gentiles, whoſe firlt fruits theſe Sages were; and in 
them to your lelt: 

Conſider 2. The Star in the Eaſt appeared to all 
that were in thoſe parts, but few would ſtir to feck 
out our Lord, or obey Gods call. Thus, Many 5: 
called, 


»*, 


Within the Offave. Jan. 8, or 9. 


called, but few elect. Many there are, to this day, 
ſo wholly bent upon their temporal aftairs, thar 
they neglect the lightof mtenagy 4 They 
pretend a thouſand difficulties, ſaying, A 7iom i 


without, &C. I am to be ſlain. But ( as Fob laith ) prov.22.r4, 
They that fear the hoary froſt, ſnow ſhall fall upon them. joy 6 16, 


And they that are over-much -concerned for tempo- 
ral loſſes, will incur that which is irrevocable, and 
everlaſting. 

Conſider 3. The ſingular benefit beſtowed upon 
the Sages, that they above all others, ſhould be eth- 
caciouſly moved to ſeek Chriſt, even with neglect 
of all their other concerns. Such is the benefit, 
whereby, among ſo many thouſands in England, God 
hath vouchſafed to call you from darkneſs into his mar- 
vellons Iight, Wherefore be ever grateful tor it. 
Ponder beſides how the Sages having overcome all 
difficulties, enter upon theirJourney, and how they 
encourage and comfort one the other. See how the 
Star goeth before and direceth their ſteps. Inlike 
manner, to them that with courage and reſolution 
undertake any enterprize in the ſervice of God, 
there will not be wanting the conduct and afſhiſtance 
of divine Grace. They follow the courſe of the 
Star 5 do you follow the Guides which God hath 
given you of holy Inſpirations, Supericurs, ſpiritual 
Directors, &*c. = 


Of the Sages Journey towards Feraſalem. 


2 Part. 


Onſider x. The Sages being come near to Fer 
ſalem, the Star dilappeareth, in trial of their 
Faich and Conſtancy : SoGod doth often take away 
ſpiritual comfort from his ſervants, that they may 
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Cant. 3: 3» 


Mat, 2. 2. 


Rom.1.16. 


Prov, 2,14. 


know it is none of their own, but a free gift of his ; 
and withal to exerciſe their patience, and fidelity 
towards him. The Sages are perhaps ſomewhat 
troubled at ir, yet do not thereupon leave off their 
journey. So you, when {piritual conſolation is ta- 
ken from you, do not therefore give back, nor loſe 
heart ; but betake your ſelf to ordinary means ; 
enquire of others, with the Spouſe in the Canticles, 
Have you ſeen him whom my ſoul loveth 2 Inform 
your ſelf by reading ſpiritual Books ; conſult with 
your Ghoſtly Father, &c. 

Conſider 2. How being entered the City, they 
boldly enquire after a new-born King, faythg, Where 


z he that # born King of the Fews ? Ponder, 1. Their 


ſingular Faith, wherewith nothing doubting of the 
fact, they onely fought after the place. 2. Their 
great courage, being not afraid, even in the Royal 
City, and in face of Herod himſelf, to make pub- 
lick enquiry after another King. 3. Their admi- 
rable Devotion, being not aſhamed openly to con- 
tels Chriſt, and acknowledge that they came to do 
homage to him. And we are come to adore him. 
Learn to do the like 5 and with St. Paul,” not to be 
aſhamed of the Goſpel. 


Confider 3. Herod as troubled. So the wicked 


grieve, where they ſhould moſt rejoyce ; and on the 
contrary, refoyce in moſt wicked things. Think whe- 
ther you do not feel ſome inward grudge, repining, 
and trouble, when good times put you in mind of 
diſpoſing your ſelf to the Sacraments 5 or when 


any of greater perfe&tion is propoſed unto you z . 


being loth to loſe any thing of your wonted li- 
berty. And all Feruſalem 2#h bim, Thus Inferi- 
ours do eafily taſhion themſelves to higher Powers, 


_ .. eſpecially in what is evil. Learn to rejoyce onely 
"1n things appertaining to your eternal ſalvation, 


and 


Jan. 8. or 9. Within the Oflave ff 
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Bf Epiphany. Tan. 9, or 10. 


and to give good example to them that are under 
your Charge. | 


Of Zerod's Enquiry after Chriſt. 


Ty together all the High Prieſts, and the 
Scribes of. the people, he enquired of them where 
CHRIST ſhould be born. And again, Secretly calling 
the Sages learned diligently of them the time of the Star, 
&, Conſider here, r. How diligent and full of care 
Worldlings are in their temporal concerns, and how 
dull and floathful you are iq that of Heaven. He- 
nd made greater ſearch after Chriſt to deſtroy him, 
than you do to love and ſerve him. 2. The won- 
ferful providence of God, which maketh even the 
icked inſtrumental in concurring with his divine 
ill to our good ; and diſpoleth ſo,that Herod him- 
kif was cauſe of manifeſting Chriſt to the Sages,and 
bto the World, while he thought to obſcure him, 
ad make him away. | 

Conſider 2. How the Prieſts and Scribes point out 
he place of his Birth, ſaying, I» Bethlehem of Fuda z 
ut themſelves would not ſtir a foot. Miſerable 
retches! They periſh near the Fountain of Lite, 
mich they had diſcovered to others. So do all 
tiey that preach to others the, way to Heaven, 
hich they will never follow themſelves : Lzke (faith 


ves periſhed in the waters. Obſerve how Chriſt 
Was not to be found in the head City, or at Court, 
or in a Palace ; but in Beiblehem, in a Manger, and 


land of them that live pleaſantly. | 
Conſider 3. Herod's words to the Sages. Go and 


engqnre 


it, Auguſtin) to the builders of Noal's Ark, who built aug. fer.65, 
that 2vherein others might eſcape the Deluge, and them- & divertis. 


nClouts : And as Fob ſaith, He i not found jn the Job 28, 13 


Hz Jan. To, or 11. Within the Olay 
enquire diligently of the Child, and when you ſhall fn 


him, make report to me, that I alſo may come and adn 

him. Thus did he think to make a prey of Chriſt; 

O ſacrilegious Hypocrite! to adore in words, and f 

kill in heart the Son of God. But God blinded hinf H 

ſo, as not to think of ſending a Meſlenger with] K 

them, that might inform him of every thing ; that th 

Prov.2r. 30, hENCe You might learn, There z no wiſdom, there # ml of 

Job. 5- 13 prudence, there zs no counſel againſt our Lord, 8c. Wh 

 apprehendleth the wiſe jn their ſubtlety, and diſſipateth tel pr 
counſel of the wicked, V\ 


) 
Ind 


OV 

Of the Sages Arrival and Adoration at 
Bethlehem, Mat. ſup. 2 

( 


on 1. The Sages having heard the Kin tir 
went their way. In ſeeking Chriſt they loſe no wi 
time, but having informed themſelves where thi ov 
might find him, leaving the City with all its curic 
ſities and entertainments, they follow on their 
journey. O that you did ſeek Chriſt as cloſe, and 
not let your ſelf be taken up with worldly vanities 
And behold, the Star, 8C. went before them : For Gol 
15 wont to be the more liberal of his Illuſtration, 
the farther we are off from the trouble and noik 
of worldly affairs: Until it came and ſtood over when 
the Child was, Thus the divine Providence reacheth 
from end to end mightily. And ſeeing the Star, thy 
refoxced with exceeding great joy 3 eſpecially when 
they ſaw it point out the place, where they were / 
co find what their hearts had fo long withed , andf wi 
{ought for. lit 
. Conſider 2. And entering into the houſe, they founaſ m: 
the Child with Mary hs Mother. Ponder their adini-ſf thi 
rable faith, not being ſtartled at a loathſome Stabk;Þ yo 
and an Infant lying in a Manger ; not doubting af bx! 


Jan. T1. or 12: 


by by thing of the Myſtery. Conſider the tears of 


deyotion whichthe vileneſs of the houſe, the pover. 
ty and rags, together with the beauty of the In- 
fant, and the Virgins modeſty did move them to. 
How were they ſtruck with admiration, to ſee the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords (as now by faith 
they knew him to be) lying in a Stable upon a bed 
of Straw. 

' Conſider 3. And falling down adored him. 1. They 
proſtrated themſelves with moſt profound humility, 
25 well interiour as exteriour, acknowledging their 
own unworthineſs, and their ſubje&ion, anddepen- 
dance on him. 2. They adored him with a moſt 
perfect act of adoration, as their Soveraign Lord and 
God. 3. This Adoration was ſeconded with an en- 
tire oblation of themſelves, and their Kingdoms, 
with ſincere expreſſions of gratitude, both for their 
own particular, and for the general benefit of all, 
!n his Incarnation, and Vocation of the Gentiles, 
together with moſt ardent affections of love, and 
defires that all the World might come to his know- 
kdge and ſervice. Learn hence what admirable 
effes a lively faith doth work in a devout Soul, 
and with what affections you are to come to the 
ame Lord in the Holy Euchariſt. + 


Of the Sages Offerings or Gifts. 


A D opening their treaſures they offered to him gifts, 
Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrh. Conſider how 
with the above-named affections of Faith, Humi- 
ity, Reverence, and Love, they offer gifts in ho- 


;} mage to their Soveraign Lord, and that of the beſt 
I things they had, and out of their treaſures ; that 
& jou might learn to give to God, and to employ the 
© bxſt, not the worſt things you have, in divine uſes. 
Conſider: 
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Conſider the gifts in. particular, and preſent yours 
joyntly with them. : They otter Geld as Tribute tf 
their Lord and King. Otizrhim alſo Gold; that is, 
x. A heart full of charity, loving him from your 
whole heart: for as Gold is the chief of Metals, fo 
Charity is the Queen of Vertues. 2. Exterior world: 
ly goods with an affection and love of Poverty, ict; 
ting them all at naught in reſpect of his divine ſer. 
vice, fo as to be ready ever actually taleave all, ra-iſ,; 
ther than to offend him onely venially. 


Conſider 2. They offer Frankincen{e in acknoy. 
l2dgement of his Divinity. Offer alſo your Fram 
kincevſe of fervent and frequent Prayer, ſaying, wit 
Dawid, Let my prayer (O Lord) be direffed —_ 


_ #n thy ſipht. Offer again to God, your Frankincenſe, 


chat 1s, :your will, as a molt ſweet perfume, and | 
this by Obedience to your Superiours, Governours, 
and Directors whom God hath . appointed in his 
place over you. For- there is no Sacrifice mora 
grateful to him, than that of our Will by. means of 
Obedience. Better ,. Qkedjence ( lajth Samuel ) than 
Vittimns, Cn; ie 6 
Conlider 3. They offer M4rrh as to a mortal man, 
Offer you alto the 44prrh (which is of a bitter taſte) 
of Mortification, chaſtifing your body with St. Paul, 
and bringing it to ſubje&ion, ſo as to.obey the Spirit, 
Offer alſo a ſpecial Adyrrh of Chaſtity; . carefully a- 
voiding whatſoever'may endamage ir: for as Myrrb I 
preſerveth dead bodies from, corruption, ſo Chaſticy ſþ, 
doth keep both the. bodies and minds of the. living 
undefiled. Laſtly, - conſecrate yaur whole elf to 
God, and give whatſoever you have to him, who Þþ 
hath given you allthings. 


DENT 


ofÞþ, 


On the Oftave of the Epiphany. 


ol Of the Sages Return. 

s | 

k ® If the OQave Fall upon Sunday, make this Meditation on Siturday, 
E and on Sunday of Communion, as above. 

+L/YOnſfider x. How the Sages having performed 
Gr their homage, and duty of Adoration, havi 


[* Yatlo preſented the B. Virgin, and St. Foſeph,with ſome 

& Neifts, and taken their leave, were now ready for their 

rturn, full of ſpiritual joy, and zeal of bringing e- 

thersto Chriſt,and amonegſt them Herod himlelt; but 

were admoniſhed in their ſleep that they ſhould not 

go back to him. Whence you may learn that God 

hath a care of them that are his, and can eaſily fru- 

rate the ſubtile intentions of the wicked : And that 

nthe way of Vertue, not every motion which ſeems 

tbe according to zeal, ought always to be follow- 

ed; but we muſt prove the ſpirits if they be of God : 1 Jo.q. r. 
br oftentimes, ( as the Apoſtle witnefleth ) Satan * ©3-14s 
nansfigureth himſelf into an Angel of light. 

Conſider 2. How they preſently obeyed, and Mar. 2. 12 
vert back another way into their Country. SO ought 

ve to follow the Inſpirations of God; and they that 

ave had more knowledge and experience of Chriſt, 

ould enter into another courſe of lite, of greater 

xatneſs and perfection in their progreſs towards 

ieir heavenly country 5 from which ſeeing e tur- 
rd away by pleaſures, we ſhould return by the contra- in opinh. © 
ſj way of forrow and repentance. "Think how the 

d Virgin behaved her ſelf in all thele pailages, 

ad what joy ſhe was in to lee her Son thus adored, 
ad that of the Prophet fulfilled, The Kings of Thar- PALIT10, 

", and the Iſlands ſhall offer preſents, 8:c. Recommend 

Jour ſelf earneſtly to her, ſaying with St. Bernard, gc. 
R y you ( Virgin Mother) ler xs have acceſs ro your 

fk, 


Conſider 


ww Www Wu —<”" WW 2 wo YT 


ver, 


I1 Sunday after Epjph. Tf 
Conſider 3. The B. Infantdid not ſend the Sag; 
away empty, but highly rewarded for their pains andfſi 
devotion: He beſtowed upon them ſupernaturgþ# 
and heavenly gifts in return to theirs 5 for theirſ# 
Gold, he gave them the rich treaſures of Wiſdonff| ( 
and Charity ; for their Frankincenſe, the gift offffo! 
Prayer and Devotion 5 for their Myrrh, the fove{ſ: 
raign Balm af his divine Grace againſt the corrupt 
oti of fin. We can give nothing to God that r: 
-turneth not with advantage to our ſelves ; the more 
, we give, the more we ſhall receive. Be'liberdif 
therefore to God, that he may be ſo to you ; rÞ 
x Cor. 9- 6: tnembring what the Apoſtle ſaith, He that ſowetl 
ſparingly, ſparingly alſo ſhall reap; and he that ſowal 
in bleſſings, of bleſſings alſo ſhall reap. 
* If there remain any days between the OQave and the ſecond Sund: 
repeat theſe Meditations, according to the number of the days: 1 
whole Week, then on Munday take the Meditation of the Purification 


£o on with them the other days as they follow, intermittjng that oi, 
econd Sunday, till it cometh in its courſe of that year, 


and 
the 


Of Holy Communion. 


Behiold the Conſider Chrift as the Spouſe of your Sou. 


Bridegroom 
cometh, go 


yetortto  POnfider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel 

| There was a marriage made in Cana of Galle 

8c. Fo. 2. 1. The like Eſpouſals will be made thi 
Mat. 25.6. day between Chriſt and your Soul, if you will buf 
give your conſent : for he on his part doth earneltY'7 
Iy defire it, according to' that, Till eftouſe thee to mij 
for ever, and I will eſpouſe thee to me mm TFuſtice, aria 
Fudgment, and in Mercy, and in Commiſeration 
Nay, although you have often been diſloyal unto! 
him by your diſfordinate affe&ion, and adhering tafſ®cc 
creatures, he is notwithſtanding ready to pare ſc 


Hoſe 2, 19. 


= Week Munday. | 97 
and even invites you againto him by the Prophet : 
miou haſt committed fornication with many lovers, ne- Jer. 3. t, 
ertheleſs return unto me, ſaith our Lord, and I will re- 
woe thee. 
Conſider 2. How great a dignity it is to be e- 
 Fouſed to a King here upon Earth: How much 
.$rater then, to the King of Heaven? Think how 
:icomparable is the beauty of this your Spouſe, 
elſjodly of beauty above the ſons of men 5 how great his pgy,z,... 
Mobility, Dignity, Glory, Riches, Wiſdom, and 
Fower, that you may be the more inflamed with 
Ws love. | 
Conſider 3. Marriage is nothing elſe but a mutual 
mtrac&t between two, of living together as one, - 
ith communication of goods and fortunes. Where- 
re ſee you do not any more forſake him by in, 
ough it were to gain the whole World. Beſides, 
Immunicate freely with him,and give him up what- 
Wrcr you have, Adorn therefore, and ſet out your 
f in the beſt manner you are able, againſt the 
ne of your meeting ; and like a good Spouſe (as 
: Apoitle admoniſheth) in all things fudy horw you i cor.3.24, 
1 pleaſe: your Husband. > 


Of the Virgins Purification. | Luke2. 22, 


Onſider r. The B. Virgin having retired her 
hit= {elf forty days alter her child-birth, goeth up 
 feruſalem togecher with the B. Infant, and Sr. 
Mepb, in compliance with a double Law of her own 
Mutication, and her Sons Preſentation. This Law 
Mucerned not her, who conceived by the Hol 
$olt,notby man; yetſhe would ſubmit her ſelf un- 
o@ !t. x. To imitate her Bleſſed Son, who would be 
bet to the Law of Circumciſion. 2. Not to 
onffic offence or ſcandal to the Jews, that knew 
| nothing: 


Ffai. 64. 6. 


Plal.S3. Zo 


_cealing the myſterious Conception and Birth of he 


— Munday. . IT Well 


nothing of the Myſtery wrought in her. 4. T, 
conform her ſelf, in what was lawful, to others « 
her Sex, and not to appear ſingular. 4. To bev 
emplar in works of greater perte&tion. Note ea 
particular, and ſeek to make your benefit thereof, 
Conſider 2. The admirable Vertues the exercif 
in this action. ' 1. Her heroical Obedience exa6 
fulfilling whatſoever the Law required of other 
not pretending any exemption, priviledg?, or di 
penſation; nor uſing Epikeias, or interpretations 
even in that wherein ſhe might lawfully have uſe 
them. O that you were fo, even in things thatya 
are obliged to! 2. Her profound Humilicy, in « 


Son, and ſuſtaining the repute of being uncle 
Be aſhamed of your own pride, in ſeeking to 
accounted holy and without blame, whereas you : 
but a miſerable ſinner ; and as the Prophet fait 
All your Fuſtices as the cloth of a menſftrued wom 
that is, imperfect and fanlty. 

Conſider 3. Her incomparable Purity, where * 
although ſhe did excel all creatures, yer out of thi : 
deſire the had of becoming ſtill more and mo | 
pure, would not be without that ceremonial Pur 
cation, which the Law requireth in others. Le: 
hence to go continually increaſing in purity of b ( 
dy and mind, though you may ſeem to your k 
never ſomuch free from ſin and umperfe&tion. Par ( 
der laſtly, her ſingular Devotion, in haſtening] © 
the Temple, to offer up ſolemnly to the Eternal fl © 
ther both his and her onely Son. Her Sou! covet 
and fainted into the Courts > or Lord. Obſerve, a 
imitate, as often as you go to Maſs, to make 
ſame Offering. 


lh after Epiph. Tueſday. 


\.f 
\© 


Of our Lords Preſentation in the 'Temple. 


TY carried him into Teruſalem T0 preſent him to our 
Lord. Conſider 1. This Preſentation ; and 
1. In relation to the B. Virgin; what acts of Ver- 
tus ſhe exerciſed therein, as of Faith, Adoration, 
Devotion, Thankſgiving towards God ; and of cha- 
rity towards men, for whom ſhe offered her onely 
Son. 2. In relation to the divine Infant ; how he 
rejoyced that the hour was come, which he had ſo 
much longed for, wherein he was to be publickly 
preſented to his Eternal Father, as a living Sacrifice 
jor the ſins of the whole World, and for yours in 
particular. Think with what zeal of his Fathers 
Glory, and Mans Salvation he alſo offered himſelf. 
2. In relation to the Eternal Father, how accepta- 
ble this action was unto him. If at the Offerings of 
Noah, and others, Our Lord ſmelled a ſweet ſawour, G:n.8.5ts 
ll how much more at this Oblation of his beloved 
8 Son, made alſo by himſelf, and in the arms of his 
ml blefled Mother 2? -= 
Conſider 2. 4nd to give a Sacrifice, XC. a pair of _ 
all 7urtles, or 1290 young Pidgeons : One for an Holocauſt 
(faith the Law) and another for ſin. Where obſerve 
how the Virgin difdained not to be reputed poor 
(that being the Sacrifice ordained by the Law tor 
them that were not able to offer a Lamb) and a fin- 
\ ner. Beaſhamed to diſown either, or tothink much 
A © be ranked among them. Ponder what mannerot 
al giits God requireth : Turtles, Pidgeons, Lambs ; by 
of £2 Turtle is fignified mourning and penance; by 
the Pidgeon, ſimplicity 5 by the Lamb, mildnelis. 
With theſe Vertues therefore preſent your ſeit, that 
wY {© your Offering may be acceptable ro him. 
H 


Contlt- 


x OO Wedneſday. _ Wwe; 
Fxed.12.13 Conſider 3. Chriſts Parents, to fulfil the Law, | 
=" redeem their Son with five Sickles, although the E- 
vangeliſts mention it not. Ponder, 1. Who buy. 
eth 2 His Bleſſed Mother ; not to keep him for her 
{elf, but tonurſe, and bring him up for us. 2. Of 
whom doth ſhe buy him ? Of his Eternal Father, to 
whom he had lately been preſented. Thus he 
would have his Son to be ours by a double title, firſt 
by Gitt in his Incarnation, and now again by Sale, 
O that you were {o liberal of your ſelf to God! 
Whar is the price? Five vickles or pieces of filver. 
Think at how eaſie a rate you may make God your 
own, and withal, how inexcuſable you are, in refu- 
ſing to beſtow that pains and labour for him, which 
you do for the Vanities of the World. 


Luke.2.25, OF what paſſed with Simeon,and others. 1 Part. 


Onſider 1. 4nd behold, there was a man in Feru- 

' ſalem, &c. Here is deſcribed the Sanctity of 

thoſe that gave teſtimony of Chriſt ; for there is 

nothing of grcater credit or authority, than Inno- 

Eccleſ.7.19. CENCy of life. x. He was ju and religiozes, Careful 
not to offend God in the leaſt ;. for he hat feareth 

God, neglecteth nothing. 2. He was expecting the con- 

ſclation of Tfracl, by ardent deſires, and prayers pou- 

red forth with a great and holy confidence. 3. And 

the Holy Ghoſt was in him, inſpiring him after a ſpe- 

cial manner to fix his thoughts and deſires upon Ot 

theſe heavenly things, not on the terrene and vain 

objects of this World : Such ought to be all thoſe 

Tit.2.1z3, that have conſecrated themſelves to God, Expedting 
not earthly things, bur (as the Apoſtle faith ). zhe 

blelfed hope and advent of the glory of the great God, and i 

our Saviour TESUS CHRIST. | 


Conſider 


iter Epiph. Thurſday. 
Conſider 2. And he came in Spirit into the Temple, 
Ponder the difference of them that frequent the 
Church ;3 ſome coming in Spirit, others out of cu- 
ſom. See how he came preſently to know the Sa- 
jour of the World, ſo much defired and longed for 
by the ancient Patriarks and Prophets. See how he 
unneth to the Mother, taketh the Bleſſed Infant in- 
to his arms, and there entertains him with holy kiſ- 
ks and embracings. O what flames of love would 
it kindle, tohave the Son of God ſo near ! Imitate 
theſe affeftions as often as you receive the Holy En- 
charift, and learn to go inSpirit tothe Church, and 
not out of meer cuſtom. 

Confider 3. How well the Bleſſed Infant did re- 
compence the long expectation of this holy man, 


nd that in hisarms, but alſo working interiourly in 
* iis Soul admirable effeas of his divine grace, and 
rpleniſhing him with heavenly comfort, fo to the 
fall, as ro make him bid adieu to allearthly things, 
nd to life it ſelf, breaking forth into that ſweer 
Canticte: Now thou doeſt diſmiſs thy ſervant, O Lord, 
cording to thy word in pence, Becanſe mine eyes have 
# thy Salvation. O that you could likewiſe bid 
arewel to all worldly deſires, and ſay with the A- 


- Wholtle, I have a deſire to be diſſolved; and to be 2vith Pill.i.23, 


Chriſt, 


| Ot what paſſed with Holy Simeon and others. Luke 2.34 


j 2 Fat. 


NOnſider 1. What Simeon faid of Chriſt : Behold 
:hzs(Intant) ſet unto the ruine, and unto the reſur- 
010m of many in Tjrael. Chriſt will indeed prove to be 
& rune both of the unbelievers, and of thoſe that 
H 2 work 
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wot onely favouring him with his corporal preſence, 


Colo. 2.3. 


Mat.10,2.4. 


Feelefe 22, 
27 


Thurſday. * WIWeif 


work not according to their belief, but withal a re. 
ſ{urredtion, and everlaſting life to the Juſt. Think 
how you would have him be to you ; and take no- 
tice how even the holieſt things will turn to our ( 
ruine and damnation, if we make ill uſe of them, 

Reflect therefore upon yourſelf, and examine what iſ A 
uſe you make of Gods benefits, and of the means || 
beftowed upon you to work your Salvation. JC 

Conlider 2. And for a fignwhich ſhall be contradid-Qj 
ed. O wonder | He was the Increated Wiſdom offi £0! 
God, I hom be all the treaſures of wiſdom and know. 0! 
ledge hid, and yet he was contradicted by many: Hi "ic 
words and actions were commonly calumniated, 
and condemned ; and thou filly man that thou art, ſs 
doſt thon wonder and repine that men ſometimes[- ( 
do contradict thee, and reprove thy doings and ſay” 
ings ? Learn to ſuffer patiently. If you deſire to be we 
Chriſts Diſciple, you muſt be content to be as a {et 
mark for others to aim at in contradiction : For, 
the Diſciple is not above the Maſter. 

Conſider 3. What the holy man faid to the B, 
Virgin: And thine on Soul ſhall a ſword pierce, &.lf 
Ponder how God mixeth ſorrow with gladneſs; and 
amidit thoſe exceflive joys wherewith her Soul mult 
neceilarily be filled, to ſee herSon honoured in that 
lolemn manner, he puts her in mind of her future) 
forrows. Ponder the ſingular modeſty of the Vir 
gin, and withal, her reſignation, wherewith ſhe ac- 
cepted at the hands of God the piercing (word. [ 
mitate her example, and learn, not to be overjoy'd 
in time of Conſolation, but to think then of the De- 
ſolation that may enſue. Þ the day of good things 


(laith Eccleſiaſticns) be not unmindful of evil. oye 
uſd 


OfÞ the 


| after Epiph. F riday. 


Of what paſſed with Anna and others. Par? T. tute >. 56, 
» 

: fOnſider x. In this Myſtery are propoſed unto 

. us the Vertues of this Saint, for our imitation. 


| After ſeven years of a married life, ſhe lived conti- 


«| nually in the Temple, -till the fourſcore and fourth 

year of her age, by faſting, and prayers ſerving night 
£0 24 day. Ponder her great love of Chaſtity, her 
{I continual exercite of Prayer and Mortification, and 
conſtant perſeverance oft-{o many years in the Ser- 
zh 'ice of God. Compare theſe Vertnes with your 


, Inconftancy and Tepidity, That you may know what Pri.z9.5, 


Ws acking to you. | 
fl Contider 2. And ſhe at the ſame hour ſuddenly co- 
img in, confeſſed to our Lord. Ponder here 1. Gods 
efivcer Providence in inſpiring her to come ſo oppor- 
t unely, and withal revealing unto her the Myſtery 
- (ot his Sons Incarnation. 2. Her concurrence with 
nc divine Inſpiration, not letting ſlip one moment 
Ml the hour that was alotted her for the obtaining 
I lo great a blefling. Who knoweth whether this 
& not the hour wherein God intends you ſome 
hecial favour, if you would make right uſe of it ? 
earn hence to be ready at all hours, and let not a- 
ly {lip from you, You may loſe many by negle- 
- Ping one. 
-| Conſider 3. Many others there were at that time 
[Þ the Temple, who both ſaw and heard what pal- 
d Fd, yettheſe two alone had their eyes open to know 
>. ſim ; for that this bleſſed Infant, in the exteriour, 
5 Fiade no ſhew of any thing that was ſingular, or a- 
ore other children. Learn hence to conceal what 
In you 5 and withal, not tojudge of others by their 
uſhde. Learn alſo that among ſo many that come 
fÞ the Holy Euchariſt, thoſe alone do truly know 
H 3 him, 
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Mat. 20.16. 
2 Pet. i.10. 


Luke 2, 23, 


Saturday. II Week 


him, and do taſte of his ſweetneſs, who come in Spi 
rit and Devotion to the Church, and are rightly 
diſpoſed. Laſtly, learn hence that many are called, 
but few ele. Labour therefore the more (| as St. Pe. 
ter admoniſheth ) that by good works you make ſure 
your Vocation and Elefion, 


Of what paſſed with Annaand others. Part 1, 


Onſider x. The Interiour Acts of Vertue this 
holy Woman exerciſed, when ſhe beheld the 
Blefled Infant : Her Faith, Hope, Love, Joy, and 
Congratulation with her ſelf, perte& Reſignation, 
&c. Obſerve and imitate, as often as you come 


to the ſame Chriſt in the Holy Euchariſt. If you 


_ Matei2. 34» 


believe, where 1s your Humility, Reverence, and 
Devotion * If you hope in him, why do you at- 
flict your ſelf for crofſes and adverſities ? If you 
love him, why do you ſet your affection upon crex 
tures? If your joy be in him, why do you bep 
content and ſatisfaction from earthly comforts ! 
FW, laſtly, you. have reſigned your ſelf to him, why 
do you fo often recal your ſelf, and ſeek your own 
wall : 

Conſider 2. Out of the vehemency of her affect 
on and zcal, jhe brake forth into the praiſes of God. 
She confeſſed to our Lord, and ſpake of him to all, &, 
protefling him to be the Meſitas of the World, extol- 
ling his mercies, admiring his humility, inviting all 
to acknowledge, reverence and love him, as their 
Lord and Saviour... O how true is that,! Of the « 
bundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. The reaſon 
why you are ſo dumb in the praiſes of God, is, be- 
cauſe you are cold and tepid in affection. Learfuot 
this holy Woman to ſpeak freely of God, and'ol 
heavenly things in your private diſcourſes and con 

| verſatio! 


after Epiph. 


Sunday. 


rerſation with others: Be not content to enjoy God 
alone, but endeavour to bring others to him, both 
by word and example. 

Conſider 3. And his Father and Mother were mar- 
velling upon theſe things, which were ſpoken concerning 
hm. They admired the divine Providence in re- 
vealing theſe ſublime Myſteries to a few onely, and 
thoſe bo obſcure perſons, rather than to the great 
and wiſe men of the World. And after that they had 
wholly done all things according to the law of our Lord, 
they returned. Learn by this their example, exact- 
ly to accompliſh the will of God in all , even the 
leaſt things. Accompany them home. Obſerve 
their religious comportment on the way. See how 
they being now returned to Bethlehem, apply them- 


ſelyes, each one in their ſeveral duties, to trend and 


ſerve the divine Infant. 


Ot Holy Communion. 
Confider Chriſt a5 the Phyſician of your Soul, 


Onſider 1. What isread this-day in the Goſpel, 

, to wit, that Chriſt healed the Leper, and after 
thar the Centurions ſervant, Marr. 8. and that he is 
the general Phyſician of all our Souls ; who there- 
tore came into the World, That Tjhould heal ( ſaith 
he ) the contrite heart, And while he was upon 
earth, whereſoever he came, Virtue went forth from 
him, and healed all. 

Confider 2. How many Diſeaſes Man is ſubje& 
unto: Our feaver ( laith St. Ambroſe ) is covetouſneſs, 
our feaver zs ſenſuality, our feavonr is rage and anger GC. 
50 many are our Diſcaſes, as we have Vices. Pon- 
der what co-:1cern and danger they are of,asbringing 
with them everlaſting deach 5 how hard to be cured, 

H 4 being 


Heal me, © 
Lord, and I 
ſhall be h2a- 
led 3 fave 
me, and I 
ſhall be fa- 
ved, 


Jer, I7. T4» 


Iſah.61.T. 


Luke 6. 14% 
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being of the nature not of outward diſeaſes that 
eaſily diſcover themlelves, but of inward maligni- 
ties that lie hid from the patient himſelf, and are in 
a manner rooted in the very ſubſtance of the Soul, 
What a happineſs were it to be cured of all thek, 
and to have a Phyſician at hand who knows how to 
apply ſoveraign remedies againſt them 2? 

Confider 3. We ought to put great trult in this 
our heavenly Phyſician. 1, Becauſe he is moſt 
Skiliul, and knowing all things ; and that he might 
have a more experimental knowledge of our ne- 
ceſlities, He hath born our infirmities, and our ſorrows 
he hath carried. 2. Becauſe he is moſt compatiio- 
nate, even thirſting after our health and ſalvation ; 
and cheretore of his own accord asked that man in 
the Goſpel, Wilt thou be made whole ? 3. To the 
end he might the more effecually cure us, he hath 
made a moſt admirable Balſom of his moſt pre- 
cious Body and Bloud, for us to take, as a moſt 
{overaign Remedy. Caſt your ſelf therefore ar his 
feet, and ſay with the Prophet, Have mercy on me, 
Lord, becauſe I am weak. Diſpole your elf to 
phey whatſoever this divine Phyſician ſhall pre- 
cribe. 


Of Chriſt's fiying into Egypt. Part 1. 


Onfider 1. How different are the ways of God, 
from thoſe of men. Chriſt, as ſoon as barn, 

is ſent into baniſhment. God cauld have taken 
Herod away, or calily have appeaſed his wrath, or 
have rendred his Son inviſible ; but he would have 
him flie. Think how derogatory this was to the 
dignity of the Son of God, how full of inconvent- 
Thus God dealeth with them whom he lo- 
veth belt. Are you greater, or better than. the _ 


fer Epiph. Munday, 107 
of God 2 Why then do you complain when he per:- 
mits you to ſuffer ſome hardſhip? Take thels as 
wkens of his love, and you will bear them the bet- 
ter, and that with joy and thanks too. 
, | Conſider 2. God would not have him go to the 
) Fages, where he would have been held in honour 
and veneration, and could have wanted nothing ; 
hut into Egypt a barbarous Nation, and ever averſe 
from the T/raelites, far from home, from his kindred 
1nd acquaintance : "Thus did he take from his Son 
luring his infancy, all manner of comfort, help, 
ndrelicf, which he might otherwiſe have had from 
tis friends. Why do you ſo much ſeek to be re- 
hected and ſerved by all? and think much, if you 
[fer any incommodity ? If you did loveand ſerve ll 
Chriſt in earneſt, you would rather rejoyce, and | 
hink it honour enough to be negle&ed, deſpiſed, i 
nd aflicted with and for him. I ſuffceth the diſ- Mat.1o. 15; I 
ple, that he be as his Maſter, and the ſervant as his lj 
Lird, il 

Conſider 3. Chriſt, as he would be born far from il 
tome, ſo would he be baniſhed far from his own | 
Country. 1. That we ſhould both own and carry Heb.13.14. 
wr ſelves as ſtrangers and exiled: perſons ; not as 
Mitizens, or Natives of this World ; knowing that 

ve have not here a permanent City, but we ſeek that 

vbich zs to come. 2. That thoſe who were aiter- 
Evards to ſuffer baniſhment for his fake, might find 

comfort in his example. Learn willingly, for the 

be of Chriſt, to be exiled from your native Coun- nt 

ty and Friends : for true is that ſaying, 4 man of &*Tui5e | 

toution makes every country his own. 


CY 


Of 
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Mat, Of Chrilt's flying into Egypt. Part 2. IF = 


Army I. Behold an Angel of our Lord appeared (| 
| in ſleep to Foſeph, ſaying, Ariſe and take the Chill ev 
and his Mother, and flie into Egypt. Ponder the part wi 
culars. 1. The Angel commandeth 1n the name off tha 
God, who is our ſupreme Lord. 2. He deliveretf per 
1t not to the Virgin, though the more worthy, bu ing 
2 if Bu © Foſeph as Head of the Family. "Thus God dotliff ret 
firſt illuminate Superiours by himſelf, then us by Ex 
them. 3. He appeareth im ſleep, recommending ther. 
by Gods care of us, who while we are aſleep, i 
watching for our good. 4. He bids him rake th 
Child and hzs Mother, without care of any thing elk 
O that Feſzs and Mary were your onely care and 
love! F. He afligneth him the place heis to goto 
Learn hence not to be your own chuſer, but to take 
all from the hand of God, place, employment, pr 
ſperity, adverſity, &c. | 
Gonfider 2. Thoſe words of the Angel, Be then 
zntil I ſhall tell thee. He could have told him deter 
minately till ſuch, or ſuch a time ; but God woul 
not have them know it, that they might the morg i 
_ depend on his providence. Be not in your affair 
ſollicitous for the future, as to time, place, and othe 
circumſtances ; learn to depend in all things on thi 
P:5v.20.24. Civine providence: for the ſteps of man are directed ff i 
F:492-13* our Lord, as the Wile man faith. And, He hatt 
given hs Angels charge of thee, that they keep thee in ul 
thy ways. Follow this conduct, not your own ways 
and you will ever live in ſecurity. 
Conſider 3. Who aroſe and took the Child and hy 
Mother by night, &c. Ponder here St. Fofeph's per 
te obedience. 1. In ſubmitting his judgment 
whereas there wanted not many things which p 
might 


bl performing all this with great cheartulneſs, know- 


{ even in theſe early days, for baniſhment, labours, 

© and miſeries. He rejoyceth to go into Egypt to ſan- 
1M Qifie it with his divine preſence, and to deſtroy the | 
J idols that werein it. Behold our Lord, &c. will enter 1cq, x5, x. if 


FJ ncy. Ponder the tender aftection of the Mother, 


Offer your ſelf as Companion : © Obſerve their 
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might have objected againſt ſo ſudden a departure. 
2. In readily conforming his will, notwithſtand- 
ing the many difficulties that repreſented them- 
ſelves. 3. In his prompt and exact execution, in 
every particular, riſing that very time of night, 
with breaking his ſleep and reſt, and leaving all 
that he had, uncertain of returning any more, 4. In 


ing he did therein the will of God. Compare and 
retorm your Obedience in all things to this perfe& 
Example. 


Of Chriſt's flying into Egypt. Part JZ- Mat. 2. 14» 


A D retired into Egypt. Conſider x. How with- | 
out delay they put themſelves upon their jour- i 


and compafiion towards her Child, beginning even 
now from his infancy to train himſelf up to hard- 
ſhips; and how notwithſtanding, the reſigneth her 
felfto the will of God. Think alſo how thedivine - 
Infant freely offereth himſelf to his Eternal Father, | 


mo Egypt, and the Idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at bis 
preſence. Beſeech him likewiſe to ſandtifie you in 
the Holy Euchariſt, and to deſtroy in you the Idols 
of your vicious attections, 

Conſider 2. What they do and ſuffer in the way. 


religions comportment , their pious diſcourles, 
their interiour recolle&tion with God. See with 
What patience they endure , and overcome the 
many 
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many difficulties of a very long and journey, of aſþte 
bout two hundred and ſeventy miles. Think whaffLea 
they ſuffer in the Innes, and other places, beingfj ( 
poor, and ſtrangers in the country. Have compa{; 
ſion on them, and be confounded for being ſo nice 
| and ſeeking fo much your own eaſe and fatisfaRionmu: 
in meat, drink, lodging, <<. her 
Conſider 3. How being come into Egypt, theyſfnils 
took up their habitation, for ſeven or eight yearsſſhi 
between Heliopolzs and Cairzs, "Think what manſee 
ncr of lite they led all that time. 1. Their religs C 
ous obſervance towards God and his Laws, as muchKhr: 
as the condition of baniſhment in a Heatheniſhſnith 
country would permit. 2. Their charity and unior 
on among themſelves. 3. Their extream poverty C 
having nothing but what they got by labour offew 
their hands to maintain themſelves and the Child nd | 
4. Their patience in the ill uſages of the Egyptians x 
5- The edification they gave to their Neighbours high 
and zeal in endeavouring their converſion ; and 
that probably not withourx ſucceſs in many. PonJJoy 
der every thing attentively, and gather ſomething 
for your elf. : | 


Of the Murder of the Holy Innocents. 


(COnliider T. Then Herod percerving that he was def . 
> luded by the Sages, was exceeding angry, and fend-F"O! 
Ing, murdered all men children, &c. Obſervethe bar” 9 
barous cruelty, and into what enormities Ambitionſhwg. 
doth plunge a man, that you may conceive the grea-Þ' z 
ter hatred againſt it. But let the wicked rage andjubt 
fume as they pleaſe, let them deviſe practices againitÞoni/ 
our Lord and his Saints: He that dwelleth in the. Ho 
Heavens, ſhall laugh at them, and our Lord ſhall ſcore, : 


them, 


eefter Epriph, Friday. 
ahhem, as he did Herod, and fruſtrated his deſigne. 
2Y.carn therefore to confide in our Lord. 
oF Conſider 2. The cruelty of the Officers, exceed- 
Kng even that of the Tyrant. See how readily, and 
efflo the full they execute their Princes command, 
nnurdering as many as they could find all about Berh- 
hem. Be confounded in your ſelf, forbeing fo re- 
yſis in doing good. Imagine what a heart-breaking 
$Hhis muſt needs prove to theſe Childrens Mothers. 
ce that your concerr and grief be no leſs, as often 
1 Chriſt is taken from you by ſin. Think how 
WIChriſt, though a far off, beholdeth all theſe things 
nth compaſlion, but withal rejoyceth at the Infants 
Worry, and crowns in Heaven. 
| Conſider 3. The goodneſs of God, who knoweth 
ow to draw good out of the Wickedneſs of man, 
nd produce a Honey-comb out of the Lions jaws. 
Se permitted therefore this ſlaughter, that ſo he Indic.14.$, 
Fight raiſe the Infants to the Crown of Martyrdom. 
Mommit your ſelf, and all you have to God, for he 
Hows better how to diſpoſe all things than you 
gFour ſelf. Wiſh that you alſo may come to ſhed 
our bloud for him ; but firſt imitate the Innocen- 
af theſe Saints, by purity of lite. That you may Apec. 14.5, 
without ſpot, before the throne of God, 


Jt Chriſts Return out of Fgypr to Nazareth. Naa 


| . 

jOnfider 1. When Herod 2025 dead, behold an Angel 
I” of our Lord appeared in ſleep to Foſeph in Egypt, 
nh», Ariſe and take the child and his mother, and go 
-'o :he land of Iſrael, Who being afterwards in 
Ioubt where to dwell, for fear of Archelazs, was ad- 
tFoniſhed again to go into Galilee. Obſerve here, 

e How thort is the proſperity of the wicked in this 
I, and how ſoon it is changed into everlaſting 

, nile: ies 


L 


Plal.33.6, 


Cant. 2, r oy 
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2. What a ſpecial care and 


ft 


miſcries of the next. 
providence God hath of the Juſt, taking them in due || -- 


time out of the afflictions he permitted them to fall 
into for their greater good, and direfting them in 
all their ways. Theretore, Come ye to him, and be 1]. 
luminated, and your faces ſhall not be confounded. 

Confider 2. And coming, he dwelt in a City called (P* 
Nazareth. Imagine the joy and congratulations of 
their friends and kindred, tor their return, and for | ? 
the increaſe of a ſon ;5 where admire their ſingular 
modeſty, in concealing the admirable Myttec:is i 
which God had wrought in them, leaving: ir to i 
him to reveal them in due time. Obſerve how. 
Chriſt from Nazareth was called a Nazarite; and 
Nazareth ſignifieth a flower ; and Chriſt ſaith of F" 
himſelf in the Canticles, I am the flower of the field, 
not of the garden; that is, born of mean, not of * 
noble or wealthy Parents : and the hilly of the walleys, 
not of the mountains ; that is, ſpringing forth of I 
the hearts of the humble, not of theproud and high 
minded. Be you therefore a Valley, that is, hum- 
ble; that the pure Lilly of chaſtity may bud forth of 
your heart, and your ſelf flouriſh for ever in the pre- [” 
ſence and company of your Lord. ft 

Conſider 3. Many are the followers of JESUS | 7 
the Nazarite, but tew of the Crucified : "They wil 
lingly bear him company in a proſperous and flou- 
riſhing condition, but leave him in adverſity. They £©'* 
would be ſharers of his Kingdom, not of his Paſſion, ls 
of his Crown, not of his Crofs. But you, my Soul, [?0 
ſo follow the Nazarzte, as to run after the ſweet 0- 
dour of his Vertues; and follow him allo crucified, 
for that by his Croſs, and not otherwiſe, you mult 
paſs to his Crown. 


A 


oþ Ifter Epiph. Saturday. 


{ . 3 

- A Summary of the Vertues which Chrift 

I exerciſed in his Infancy. | 
; Aving conſidered the Myſteries of Chriſts In- if 


fancy, it willnot be amiſs to caſt aneye back, 
and reflect upon the admirable examples of Vertue, 
hich he gave us therein. | 
1. Of Contempt of the World. He would be 
born ſecretly, in the night, without any pomp or 
attendants, unknown toall. Being born, he would 
be viſited by none of his country but by poor filly 
Whepherds 5; in the Temple he choſe to be mami- 
kſted by two mean and obſcure perſons, Simeon and 

ma; and lived afterwards obſcurely in baniſh- 
ment, refuſing and contemning all the enjoyment | 
this World. 

2. Of Humility. From the God of infinite Ma- 
ety, become a helpleſs Infant in his birth ; an 

utcaſt in Bethlehem; a companion of Beaſts in a 
{table ; a reputed ſinner in his Circumcition 3 a | 
weak worm and fugitive in his flight into Egypt. Tp ,, - | 
m a worm and no man, a reproach of men, and outcaſt : 

f the people. 

| 3. Of Poverty. For you he was made poor, whereas he 2 Cor.$.s. 
Pa rich : ſcarce admitting necellaries, and in what 
iz had, ever chuſing the meaneſt and worſt ; a Sta- | 
le for his Houſe, a Manger for his Cradle, Straw for | 
tis Bed, coarſe Swadling-clouts for his Garments, a 
poor Virgin for his Mother, a needy Carpenter tor 
tis reputed Father. Make uſe of all this by imita- 
on, That by his poverty you may be rich. -  TIbib 

4. Of Obedience. He humbled himfel?, made obedz- Pliil. 2. 8: 
nm ,&c. His birth in Bethlehem was an actual exer- » 
als of Obedience to Gzfar's Edict, though to his 
fream great inconvenience. Hg would obſerve 
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Save me, O 


God, be- 


cauſe waters 


are entered Conſider Christ as the Peace and Tranquility of the Sil 


Into my 
Soul. 
Pal. 68.r, 


Mat.8. 23, 
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the general Laws of Circumciſion, Preſentation, 
though unconcerned therein 5 and in all things 
beyed his Parents. 

5. Of Patience. Although by right of his Di 
vinity he was impaſſible, and by meric of his Innd 
cency unpuniſhable, yet would he in that tends 
age ſuffer cold, hunger, infirmity, and want, th 
knife and wound of Circumciſion, the hard{hips« 
travelling, the affliftion of baniſhment ; beſide 
the other common miſeries of Infancy, whereof k 
_ moſt ſenſible, as having the perfect uſe of Re 

ON. 
6. Of Love and Charity, both towards God an 
Man ; directing all that he did and ſuffered, to hi 
honour and our good : He ſhed tears, and bloud a 
ſo in his Circumciſion, not for himſelf, as othe 
children, but to bewail the offence of God, an 


our ſins. He took upon him our infirmities an v 
mileries, not by conſtraint or neceflity, but out h 
pure love both to fatisfie for-us, and to teach us bi c 
his own example all manner of Vertue. Retuniiff Þ 
therefore love for love. Learn to contemn th h 
World, to be humble and obedient, to ſuffer wif t 
lingly want and hardſhips, and all this for the lo ! 
of God and your Neighbour. - 

Ot Holy Communion. . 


Onſider 1. What is read to day in the Goſp! 
How Chrift allayed the Tempeſt at Sea, © 
Our Soul is in this life as in a tumultuous Sea, toſk 
with many ſtorms and tempeſts, partly from ti 
raging winds of temptations raiſed by the mal 
gal 
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nant ſpirits, partly alſo from the ſwelling waves of 

our own paſlions and concupilcences, which unleſs 

they be kept under will certainly ſink us to the bottom 

M of perdition. The 19piores (faith the Prophet) are as it Ifit.57.20. 
were the raging ſea, which cannot be quiet, &c. O how 

many famous men being ſwallowed up in it, are Exod.r5.5. 
J funk into the bottom like a ſtone 2? 

| Confider 2. There is no other remedy againit 

iy theſe Tempeſts than the prote&tion of God. Tho pful.83.10: 
Wl 1ſt ower the power of the fea, and the moving of rhe 

waves thereof thon doeſt mitigate. For he is the Peace 

and Tranquility of the Soul, appeafing its turbulent 

motions at his pleaſnre : for to day he commanded the wat. ſup. 
wmads and the ſea, and there enſued agreat calm. The 

1 like he will do to you, at-his coming in the Holy 
Euchariſt, if you be rightly diſpoſed. 

Conſider 3. God often permitteth us to be toſſed 

with the waves of troubles and temptations, while 

he ſeemeth to ſleep ; to try our conſtancy, and in- 

WF creaſe our Crown of Glory. Beſides, he is much 
pleaſed with the confidence we put in him in fuch- 

like dangers: Whence he reprehended St. Peter for 

his diffidence, ſaying, O rhou little of faith, why didſt wmat.14.35: 
thou doubt ? See therefore with what paſſions you 

are moſt diſordered ; and coming with great contt 

dence to the Holy Euchariſt, cry out with the A- 

poltles, Lord, ſawe ws, ve periſh: or with David, Let Mat. 5: 25s 


PAal.68. 16s 
wt the tempeſt of water drown me, nor the depth ſwallow ; 
me, 


Of Chr iſt going up to the Temple, Oc. Luke 2.4ke 


Part 1. 


Onſider r. It was a Law among the Jews, that 
all of the Male kind ſhould thrice in the year 
[ appear 
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appear before our Lord at Feruſalem.. Hence Saint 
Foſeph and the Bleſſed Virgin alſo weht; he in obe. 
dience to the Law,ſhe our of devotion to the houſe 
of God. Chrift went up alſo- with: them, both to 
olorifie his Ecernal Father,and to give lolemn thanks 
for all benefits received, ; as well general as particu- 
Jar, for which end or cauſe that Law was inſtituted, ( 
Learn willingly to viſit the houſe, of God, as often 7 
as you may, and: to obſerve exactly the Laws orffin 
Rules of the place where you live. | 

Conſider 2. Hx Parents went every year unto Hit 
ruſalem, &C. according to the cuſtom of the feſt ival-day;y: 
to teach you conſtancy and perſeverance in goodfof 
works. Beſides, although they had a good cuitomſſth 
of going, yet they did it not meerly tor cuſtonſ,; 
ſake, but with devotion and ſpirit z which we ought 
greatly" to obſerve in all matters of Religion, and£D. 
chiefly in frequenting the Holy Sacraments. « .' : .. lh; 

Conſider 3. When they returned, the child F E SUS: 
remained in Feruſalem. Our bleſſed Lord wouldflc 
leave his Parents. for a time, to give us example dfÞxk 
renouncing fleſh and bloud, where the ſervice and 


honour of God is concerned. Whence, afterwardW; 
Mat.10.37- he pronounced, He that loweth Father or Mother mortfau, 
than me, ws not worthy of me; All carnal friends arcne 
to be left for God, neither are they to be conſulted Fl 
withal in this point, much leſs ro be heard or fol-fWſte 
lowed, if they prove contrary. Whence is that re ſed; 
iers. 2pud NOWned laying of St. Ferom, Trample over your Father, foo 
Becn.ep.351 trample over your Mother, and with dry cheeks flie awajyo1 
ro the ſtandard of the Croſs. ( 

RD, loſs 
lie 
Off nd 
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Of Chriſt's going up to the 'Temple, &c. 


Part 2... 


Onſider x. What Chriſt did thoſe three days. 
It is probable he remained all that time in the 
Temple, wholly taken up in divine things, employ- Brad. 
fling himſelf in prayer, and converſing with the Do- **** ** 
tors. He lay upon the ground, lived without any 
&ſother food than what was very ſparing, and that 
Mprhaps got by begging (as ſome are of opinion) out 
of his great love to poverty ; ſo as to fulfil that of 
the Prophet, I am a beggar and poor, our Lord zs care- Plal.z9.18; 
ul of me. 
Conſider 2. How he behaved himſelf among the 
Doctors. Ponder 1. 'The Modeſty of his counte- 
- France, words, and actions, wherewith the Docors 
vEvere ſo much taken, as to admit him into their 
company and converſation. 2. His Humility in 
«king queſtions, and hearkening to their anſwers, 
Ss a learner, not as a teacher, although he were the 
EVidom of God himſelf. 3. His Prudence in the 
eſtions and anſwers he made, even tothe aftonijh- 
nent of them all. 4. His Zeal wherewith he acted 
8:1] purely for the glory of God, not out of vain o- 
-Fitentation, How contrary do molt Scholars now 
"Fdays, who with pride and arrogancy boaſt of, and 
looliſhly blab out what they know. See whether 
29 you be not one of them. | 
Conſider 3. How his good Parents grieve for the 
los of their Son. Ponder, T. Their Patience ; for 
leir ſorrow was ſuch, thatit diſturbed not the quiet 
nd peace of their minds. 2. Their Humility, in 
acribing it to their own fault, whereas there was 
one on their part. 3. Their care in ceking after 
T3. hum 
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him with ſorrow and love. 4. The Prayer theyſſ;, 

made that whole night, begging earneltly of Godlſj; 

the return of the Child. Ir often happeneth thafſ;, 

we loſe Chriſt in the day-time of proſperity, andff}; 

that we come not to take notice of it, till the night, 

of tribulation. Beg of your Lord not to leave you,fſ,; 

Plal. 37.22. ſay with the Prophet, Forſake me not, O Lord, mM) ys 
m 


God, depart not from me. 
In 


Chriſt is ſought for by lus Parents: 


— 1. The great care of the B. Virgin and 
St. Foſeph in ſeeking after their Son, who ap- 
peared not all that firſt night of their Journey. Thy ( 
returned into Feruſalem ſeeking him ; leaving no placeen 
either in the way or City unſearched, if ſo perhapsſle 
they might find him out, whom their hearts loved 
ſo entirely. The B. Virgin might probably ſay that 


of the Canticles, Shew me, O thou whom my ſoul ls 
wveth, here thou feedeſ#, where thou lieſt in the mid-day, 
or heat and height of my affliction. See with what 
fervour you ought to ſeek after your Lord, as often 
as you have loſt either his perſonal preſence with 
you by Mortal Sin, or his moſt gracious familiarity, iſ: 
by Tepidity. 

Conſider 2. Chriſt could not be found among his 
kindred and acquaintance ; that you might learnto 
quit your ſelf of all inordinate affetion towards 
your kindred, country, and friends, if you defire to ſi; 
enjoy the company of JESU S. For as St. Bernard 
elegantly ſaith, How ſhall I find you (good FESUS)| 
among my kindred, who could not be found among yout 
own * | 

_ _- Conſider 3. Neither yet is he found in fome plez- 


fant field, nor in. the Market-place, nor —_ | 
nt 


eter Epiph. Thurſday 


Ir9 


ie ſane. Nor did the Spouſe in the Canticlesfind her Cant: 3-5 
10dfeloved inthe bed of eaſe and pleaſures, nor in the * 


hatff treers and high-ways of diſtractions. He was found 


indy; laſt in the Temple amongſt the Doctors. Seek 


ghtFour Lord therefore in the Church, and by Prayer ; 


oul:nd if you find him not the firſt or ſecond night, 
mrerlevere ſtill in ſeeking after him ;' for as the Wile 


man ſaith of Wiſdom, He z« eafily ſeen of them that $2p.6.15; 


Ive him, and s found of them that ſeek him. 


Chriſt is found by his Parents. 
nd 
P- Onſider x. And it came to paſs after three days they 
by found him inthe Temple. Behold the B. Virgin 
CcEntering into the Temple, and think with what joy 
her very bowels were filled, when ſhe ſaw her Son, 
et Fwho was the very light of her eyes ; yet ſhe did not 
thruſt her ſelf into the aſſembly, nor vainly boaſt 
ter ſelf as Mother of ſuch a Son, but ſilently and 
nodeftly waited the end. Do you the like in ſuch 
occaſions. 

Conſider 2. The Mothers words : Son, why ha; 
ou ſo done to us ? This was not a complaint, but an 
morous expreflion of her grief, ſuch as wasthat of 


Won forſaken me? Behold thy father and I, &c. She 
honoureth her Spoule in calling him Father, where- 
3 he was but Foſter-facher to the Child ; ſhe pre- 
krs him before her ſelf, by naming kim in the firlt 
pace, that you might learn to preter others betore 
your ſelf, Sorrowmg did ſeek thee. And therctore 


n yfulneſs. 
| Conſider 3. The Childs anſwer. Did you not know 
Bhat I muſt be about thoſe things which are my fathers? 


I; A 


Chriſt ro his Father; My God, my God, why hat Mate; 


uk, ſup 


Luk, ſup. 


4% 
= 


ly found him ; for, They that [ow in tears, ſhall reap pra.12;.3 


Rern. ſer. 2. 
fuper Miſſus, 


Id. in Cant. 
fer. 19, 


< kD + 


Friday. IV Wee 
A true golden ſentence, and worthy to be ever born 
in mind ; teaching you to prefer theſervice of Godfſ 
before other affairs, or concern whatſoever. ExaJj/” 


mine your ſelf, whether you be wholly taken up in lh; 
thoſe things that are of your heavenly Father, off” 


0 —— 


Tather in toys, in things of this World, in ſelf-conf” 


cerns, in affairs oppoſite to Heaven, and contrary! 
to your Vocation. | 


Of Chriſt's Return to Nazareth, ( 
And of his Obedience to his Parents, Part 1. 


"NOnſider x. Chriſt having now performed the ( 
will of his Eternal Father, notwithſtanding hy 
great love to Solitude, Prayer, and the immediate 
Worſhip of God in the Temple, Went down will 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was ſubje& to then 
Toteach us by hisown example, that God expectet 
not the higheſt and moſt ſpiritual actions from all 
and at all times ; but requireth rather that we con 
deſcend to others, and conform our life in the exte 
riour to the condition of our calling, performing 
che proper and ordinary actions thereof with per 
fection. Think how Chriſt related to his B. Moll / 
ther by the way what paſſed between him and thi 
Dodtors. And kis Mother kept all theſe words in ht 
heart. Do you likewiſe keep the Word of God 
your heart, that it may keep you. 
Conſider 2. The admirable example of Obedience 
which Chriſt vouchſafed to give and declare, in thek 
words: And was ſubject to them. * Ponder with St 
Bernard, ho ? to whom ? God to men; God to who 
the Angels are ſubject, whom the Principalities and Po 
ers obe 'Y, Was ſubje# to Mary ,&c. Andin what things 
In all, even in the meaneſt and vileſt Offices. Ti 
ord and 2i/dom of Ged deſpiſed not a Carpenter ana 
Woman, | Conſidc! 


YX 


—_ bk, z_ A, a_ a Az 


ifier Epiph. - Saturday. I2L 
Conſider 3. With what good reaſonthe ſame Saint r4.m. mz, 

cieth out, Learn, O Man, to ebey ; Earth, learn to be Miſſw 
ſubject ; learn, Daft, to ſubmit. Be aſhamed, proud A- 

ſes » God humbleth \ himſelf, and do you exalt your ſelf ? 

Wl Gd ſubmits himſelf fo men, and do you ſeek to domineer 

md prefer your ſelf before your Maker ? If being man 

your ſelf, you 'feorn' to follow the example of man, ſurely 

it will not be beneath you to follow your Creator. 


Of Chriſts Obedience to.his Parents. Part 2. 


+ {> Onſider x.. That. you may be the more excited - 
| to imitate this admirable” example of Obedi- 
Fence in Chriſt, towards Superiours, Governours, and 
A Directors under.whom God hath already, or ſhall 
hereafter place 'yort ; 'confider the many advantages 
jt (hat accompany Obedience. And firſt, nothing 
an} ore acceprable eafn'be offered to God. God, in- 
deed, 1s pacified with Victims and Sacrifice, as the 
chiefeſt act of Religion and Worſhip, that man can 


X on ORE OY mines 

ind exerciſe ; and: yet-he affareth us, that Obedience is 

ver more grateful” nnto him. Better 2s Obedience than 1 Reg. T5: 
2204 


Vial !1ctims (faith he'by his Prophet) and to hearken, 72- 
hell ihe than to offer the fat of rams. And with good rea- 
1 [ (ſaith St. Gregory ) for that in Sacrifice the fleſh of 
1 ir 70ther 5 but by Obedience our own will zs killed, and the 
whole man offered in Sacrifice. | 

Conſider 2. There is no ſafer way to Heaven: for 
a the holy Saints teach us, there 1s nothing more 
dangerous in a ſpiritual life, than to be ones own 
G11de; and to follow his own Judgment ; whence 
dv. Bernard faith excellently well, He that is his 021 Prov.12.15. 
os}. *Za/fer, bath a foo! for his Scholar : tor (as Solomon 
Th faith ) The way of a fool zs right in his eyes, but he that 
s /e, heareth counſels. 


_— O29 


I 4 Conſider | 


Prov.21. 25, 


'l 
Behold T ( 
fow my law | L 
In you, and : ERIE ; | 
5t ſhall Conſider Chriſt as the good ſeed of our Soul. 
bring forth | | 


fruit In you. 


& Eld.g 31. 
Mat.13: 24+ 


Pach. 9.17. 


Sunday. V Week bf 


Conſider 3. In this one Vertue are included all 
others ; whence by.che holy Fathers it is called the 
Mother and Guardian of other Vertues : for he that 
is obedient, is allo humble; patient, meek, charitz 
ble, continent, and Maſter. of himſelf. ;. for ( as the 
Wiſe man faith ) An. obedient man- ſhall ſpeak Vittory, 
Procure therefore to be well atteded to this Vertue, 
and to cxcrcile it when occaſion 1s, in imitation of 
Chrilt. | 


Of Holy Communion. 


NOnſfider x. What 1s ſaid to day in the Goſpel, 
The Kiug dom of Hearven 2s reſembled toa man that 
ſowed good ſeed in his field. Ponder therefore how 
your Soul is a field, capable both of good and - bad 
fecd ; and that God doth caſt into. it many good 
ſeeds, of holy inſpirations, and pious affections, by 
me Books, Preachers, Directors, &>c.: But the choi- 
eſt ſeed of all is his own precious Body, which he 
{oweth in your Soul by the Euchariſt ; for :h# s 
the corn of the Ele&, and the ſeed that yieldeth fruit 
of eternal life. 

Conſider 2. The foil of your Soul, of it ſelf, is 
fruitleſs, and barren, bringing forth nothing but 
thorns and bryars, and ſubject to be over-grown with 
cockle ; which reſembling the good ſeed of Ver- 
tues, do fill up and cozen the Soul with vain hopes 
of fruit; and in harveſt-time, that is, in the latter 
judgment, are caſt into the fire. Cleanſe therefore 
Your Soul carefully from the weeds and bryars of 1 
Vice, with the harrow of Mortification ; ſeparate 
the cockle from the pure wheat, true Vertue oy 
{nat 


eek ſofter Epiph- Munday. I23 
all Bat which is falſe and counterfeit, that the feed of 
he heavenly ſower may not be choaked up within 


[Ol 
itz | Conſider 3. How ſeriouſly you ought to labour, 
the ſo the end that by means of & much ſowing, and 
or}, ſequent receiving the Sacraments, you may yield 
ue, uit anſwerably, left otherwiſe the heavenly huſ- 
of ſhandman provoked to indignation, condemn you to 
; fire. For the earth ({aith the Apoſtle) drinking the Heb.6.7.&c, 
win often coming upon it and bringing forth graſs commo- 
lus for them by 2whom it us tilled, recetverh bleſſing of 
id 5 but bringing forth thorns and bryars, it as repro- 
| Wire, and wery near a curſe, whoſe end 3s to be burnt. 


Of Chriſt's growing in Age and Wiſdom, Sc. rue 2. 52 


el, " Fatt 1. 


Onfider 1. And FESUS proceeded in wiſdom,and 
4 age, and grace, with God and men, Chriſt from 
firſt conception had all fulneſs of Grace, Wiſdom, 
all manner of Vertue ; but he proceeded ſtill 
orward in them, to the outward appearance, ac- 
Ommodating his a&tions and diſcourſes futably to 
Sage ; that you might learn to conform your ſelf 
vthe time and place you are in, and to make con- 
ual -progrels in Vertue. 
Contider 2. There-are divers ways both of pro- 
Wing, and of failing in a ſpiritual lite, Firſt, ſome 
wer they have begun well, give back through In- 
nftancy ; and theſe our Lord condemneth when 
te faith, No man putting his hand to the Plough, and Luke 9. 62; 
uking back, r« apt for the Kingdom of God z and bid- 
kth us remember Lot's Wife, who was turned into 


ff &þ Pillar of <::t, that others might be the wiſer by 
e cr misfortune. 


Conſider 3. Others in their progreſs, grow remils 
It 


Plil,33.6, 


M2:k 6. 16. 


EE Tueſday. V Wee 
in fervour and uſe of thoſe means whereby the 
might profit, and therefore are in danger of falling 
To ſuch Chriſt ſpeaketh in. the Apocalyps, I har 
againſt thee a few things, becauſe thou haſt left thy fir 
charity, Others again, begin and'go on with a ſlo 
pace ; and*alchough outwardly there appear no d: 
fea, yet for the moſt part there is 'a real deca 
within. Finally, others when they have once he 
gun well, go on cheerfully, d4:/Þo/ing aſcenſion in the 
hearts, &c.-From ane Vertue to another. Sect 
what claſs you are, or would wifh to be, and ment 
your pace towards gaining the Prize, 


Of Chriſt's growing in Age, Wiſdom, &c. 
Patt 2. 


Onfider x. FESUS proceeded in wiſdom; and ar 


| and grace with God and men (faith the Evange 
lift.) We malt therefore joyn both together, 'anda 
void two extreams : Wherefore ponder how ſomt 
there are, whoſe care onely it is to.carry a fair out 
fide in the eyes of men, and do little regard thei 
own true interiour profit, inthe ſight of God and 
their own conſcience. So did the Phariſees, 0 
wnom Chrilt, They dwfigure their faces that they mi 
appear unto men to faſt, Amen, T ſay to youthat they hav 
received their reivard. See whether you do your a 
&tions ſo ; for example, frequenting the Sacraments 
hearing Maſs, and the like, onely for humane re 
ſpects, and that you might not ſeem indevout: Ani 
ſee you 'mend. 

Conſider 2. Others there are on the contrary 
who have no regard to the edification of thei! 
Neighbour, in what they do our of fervour, havin! 


jomerimes an over-great and indiſcreet zeal of Gu 
by 


f 
by 


Vee fter Epiph. Wedneſday. 125 
thelfiut not. according to knowledge, as the Apoſtle ſaith. Rom-10.23 
lingAnd theſe, the ſame Apoſtle admoniſheth to be pro- Rome12.15, 
haciding good things, not onely before God, but alſo before 
fr Men. | Y on | 
* Conſider 3. Laſtly, others joyn both together, 
:nd that in due manner, according to the example 
:caWſof Chriſt, who ſaid, So Jet your light ſhine before men, Mat.s.17, 
> Dal that they may. ſee your good works, and glorifie your Fa- 
thenll ther which 75 in Heaven, - Run over all your actions 
ein particular, and ſee what you are wont to do 
en onely to pleaſe men, what again to pleaſe God a- 

lone, though it be with the offence and dil-edifica- 

tion of others 3 and endeayour in all things to pleaſe 

God by a right intention, and to edifie men by good 
;, Example. n 


Of the Neceſſity which all have of profiting 
6 | in Vertue. Part I. 


9 (COnfider 7. All that are Diſciples of Chriſt, muſt 

make continual progreſs in Spirit. 1. Becauſe 
ou not to go-forwards in the way of God, as the Saints 
nelly doteach, is to go backwards. Foras a Boat cannot 
an keep its ground ina ſwift River, but muſt neceſfarily 
ON be carried downward by force of the ſtream, unleſs 
"1 it be born upward by means of Oars; {o unleſs you 
Y go continually on ſtrugling with main force againſt 
r ff the impulſe of Nature, you will certainly by force 
ny thereof be caſt back : for as St. Bernard faith, Not to Bern. Ep.345 
Y gain, doubtleſs z5 to loſe ground 5 whence you will come 
WF t fall atlaſt into the hands of your enemies, whom 

you deſire to eſcape. 

7 Confider 2. Pecauſe ſuch is the will of God, who 
wy will have us to bepurc and holy in his ſight, with- 
F cut ſpot or wrinkle. Be you perfeC} therefore ( laith Mat.$-48. 
08 Chrift) as alſo your heavenly Father zs perfeff. Noman 
becometh 


Thurſday. V-Weel 


becometh eminent all on a ſudden : Let every ons 
_ therefore ſeek to perfect himſelf by degrees, that hi 
may at laſt arrive to the top of perfection. | 
Conſider 3. Becauſe fo it becometh a Dilſciple o 
Chriſt to do. Whence St. Bernard elegantly faith 
$. Bern, The ſcholar that profiteth, xs aglory to his Maſter : Who 
| ſoewer therefore profits not in Chriſt s ſchool, 3s unworth 
to have him for bas Maſter. What a ſhame would i 

be for one, after ſeven years ſtudy of Philoſophy 
and Divinity, to have profited nothing, and to enc 
his courſe no better a Scholar than he began ? Much 
more ought. you to be aſhamed, it ( which Got 
forbid ) you: become worſe, more remifs in prayer 
more given to detraction, and a greater lover « 
your ſelf and your own eaſe and ſatisfaction, thanſf 
when you firſt entered the School of Vertue. En! 
deavour therefore continually to better your ſelf. 


Of the Neceſſity which all have of profiting 
_-1n Vertue. Part 2. | 


Onſider x. The damages which the neple& of 
advancing in ſpirit doth bring : for firſt it pro 
voketh God to wrath : Therefore in the Apacalyps 
it is faid to the Biſhop who had done many good =: 
Apoc.2.;, Works, but had left his firſt charity or fervour---BeF 
mindtul from whence thou art fallen, 8c. And do the 
firſt works : But if not, I come to thee, and will move 
thy candleſtick out of his place. God perchance hath 
deſigned you for a Candleſtick to give light to 
many: Have a care therefore he do not remove þ* 
you, tor leaving your firſt charity or tervour of De- F® 
votion. 
| Conſider 2. How the aforeſaid neglect depriveth 
Prov-10.44 us of great ſpiritual gains and rewards. The floath- 


ful 


Veeiter Epiph. Friday. 
- on hand hath 2vrought poverty, ſaith the Wiſe man. 
ith what glory ſhould we purchaſe in Heaven, if we 

Shcre always intent upon our ſpiritual profit, and 
le offtpok hold of all occaſions of exerciſing Vertue 2? 
tithMſhink what care and labour worldly Merchants 
uſpke to heap up money, which is to periſh and moul- 
ihr away 3 and you that are a Merchant of Hea- 
d jen, neglect everlaſting treaſures, that are freely of- 
phyſ#7cd unto you. 
2nd Conſider 3. How this ſame negle& diſpoſeth us 
1chÞ a final decay, and ablolute breaking ; for, of the 
>odÞrvant that neglected to increaſe the ſtock or talent 
er hich he received, it was faid, Take ye away therefore ,, 25.28; 
oft talent from him, &c. And the unprofitable ſervant 30. © 
anf$f je out into the utter darkneſs, &c. Excite your ſelf 
In.Micrefore to go on cheerfully : Examine wherein 
jou are wont to be moſt at a ſtand,and reſolve to go 
tongh with courage. You have Ghrift for your 
ptain, and for your reward Life everlaſting, 


F 
p 


BOf Chriſt's Life from the twelfth to the thir- 


of tieth year of his age. Part I. 
"7 þ | 
x Onſider 1. There is nothing extant in the Go- 


ſpel, of Chriſts lite, from the twelfth ro the 
irtiech year of his age, butof his obedience to his 
ents, and progreſs in Vertue, as we have feen 
ove, that you may make the greater account 'of 
KM. 
| Confider 2. It ſeemeth certain that Chriſt ſpent 
2 Wear part of that time in moſt high contemplation, 
dconverſing with his heavenly Father ; for he that 
s afterwards to fay of Mary Magdalen, that ſhe 
| (ul choſen the better part, in reſpect of her love and 
xercile of contemplation, muſt needs practiſe it - 
himſelt 


- — — — —— TT 
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Pfal. 18. himſelf much more perfealy. And if David ſeya C 
Item.v,6z, times a day didutter praiſe to God, and beſides, didfu 

riſe at midnight to.confeſs unto him, how mui: 

more Chriſt ? Learn hence to give your ſelf toprayſ 
er, both for your own and your neighbours good lo 
and that the frequent exercife thereof, and familia 
converiation with «God, are prime and neceſſanÞ! 
duties of a Chriſtian. bd 
Conſider 3. All that time Chriſt concealed hi 
Wiſdom, ſo that he was: held unlearned by allKou 
whence afterwards, for a wonder, they ſaid, Hou 
Jo. 7. 15. . doth this man know letters, whereas he hath not learned ( 
Mat.z.21- Nay, they ſaid that he was become mad, tor that ha: 
ſpake, and wrought ſuch ſtrange things, as could 
not be expected irom him : Love to be unknown 
Ovid. and of no account. Believe me (laid one ) he hat! 
lived well that hath lain well hid. Be not too for 
ward to vent your knowledge, though you take your 
Jer.g.2z, ſelf to be more knowing than others. Let not thilf 
wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, 8c. But he that glorieth) 
tet him glory in this, to underſtand and know me. TG 


Of Chriſts Life from the twelfth to the Þ: 
thirtieth year of his Age. Part 2. 


Onſfider rx. As to the exteriour manner of |: 

ving, "tis probable Chriſt our Lord practiſed the 
CarpentersTrade alſo after S.Foſeph's death;whence 

Mark 6, 3 the Jews {aid of him, Is not this the Carpenter, the: 
ſon of Mary ? Imagine your {elf therefore to ſee thei 

Word of God, and Lord of Heaven handling his 


Hatchet and Plainer, hewing, ſawing, plaining, and 
joyning boards and other timber together ; and 
with aſtoniſhment think Who 2 What? Where? 

xKai.28.21. ©c. And how true that ſaying is, His work xs ſtrang? 
from him. 


Conſider 


eller Epiph. Suuday. | 129 
7 Conſider 2. Chriſt did this, firſt out of love to 
| diflumility, for he that had taken upon him other 
weShiſcries of humane nature, and had freely ſubmitted 
rayfinſelf to the general maledidtion of Death, would 
50d Ml ſubmit himſelf to the other malediction of toyl 
lad labour, wherein it was faid to Adam, In the Gei.z.rg; 
uÞtat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread. Secondly, he 
id it to teach us by his example to ſhun Tdleneſs, 
M: fountain and origine of all evil. See therefore 
ou imitate him, for zdlenef (as the Wiſe man faith) Eccleſ.33.25 
th taught much naughtineſs. | 
Coniider 3. What ſingular profit the B. Virgin 
Wade all that time of ſo long and familiar converſa- 
Won with her Son. Imagine what diſcourſes they 
zld one with another, always of God, and of di- 
ne matters. See the Virgin ſtanding in amaze, 
nd beholding her Son, while he out of love to hu- 
iliry \weepeth the houſe, waſheth the pots, maketh 
Mz fice, and drefſeth meat for his Mother, and the 
eth, We. O depth of the riches of the wiſdom and of the Rom.11.23, 
wwledge of God! Reflect upon every particular, and ; 
aw ſomething out of all tor your own benefit, 


6 
Of Holy Communion. The Manna 


Was as it 
were the 


Conſider Chrift as a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed. L:ed of Co- 


riander, 
Num.11,7, 


Onfider 1. What is ſaid to day. in the Goſpel : 
Wu The Kingdom of Heaven 1s like to a Muſtard:ſeed, Miat.r,.49, 
kc, To wit, that Chriſt” was the Muſtard-ſeed, be- 
Ws indeed, in outward appearance, the leaſt of all 
tn, according to what he faith of himſelf, I a2 2 pri,21.5, 
T7,and no man; but in vertue and efficacy, grea- ' 
2 than the Angels themſelves ; and this is verified 
him moſt of all in the Euchariſt : For, as to 


me, what is of le ſhew than a morſel of _ 2 
ut 


8, Tho, 
Opuſc. 58. 
Cap. 2Is 


Apoc, 22.2, 


the wrath of God. : x. It enlightneth the underſt: 


Sunday. VI Wee 
but what more divine than the Holy Euchariſt, , 
to the vertue and excellency it containeth withiy 7 
it? | | 

Conſider 2. The many admirable Vertues of thi 
Euchariſtical grain. St. Thomas recounteth twelye 
like to the twelve fruits of the Tree of Life,of whic 
we read in the Apocalyps. r. It driveth the Dey 
from us. 2. Ir allayeth the heat of concupilcenc 
3. It cleanſeth the heart from ſin. 4. It appeaſet 


ding. 6. It inflameth the Will. 7. Ic ſpiritual 
delighteth the Memory, 8. It confirmeth the whol 
man in Good. . 9. It freeth from everlaſting Death 


Io. It multiplieth our Merits. 11. It bringeth ust 
Paradiſe. 12. It raiſeth the Body to lite. Hf ;, 


Plilg0.20. great zs the multitude of thy ſweetneſs, O Lord, whillf ;; 


thou haſt hid for them that fear thee. by 

Conſider 3. The Muſtard-ſeed diſcovereth not if ,, 
Vertue, unleſs it be bruiſed; but being well bruiledYſ| ;, 
or grownd, it diſcloſeth its heat and reliſh. In thilll ,, 
ſame manner you muſt before-hand, by frequen 
meditation, and ſerious confideration, beat up! 
and-bruiſe this divine ſeed of the Euchariſt ; other 
wiſe you will not underſtand its vertue. Where 
fore ruminate it well, pondering its ſecret and hid , 
den vertues, and withal think what diſpoſition iſ # 
requireth in you ; and then to your great bene] 4 


you will perceive what a ſoveraign heat and reli ;; 
« hath. t 


(If there are ſix Weeks after Epiphany, then in the fix 
repeat the Meditations of the fifth ; for by reaſon it | 
dom falleth out that there are ſo many weeks, it ſee 
ed needleſs to provide diſtin Meditations for the ſit 
week : Or elſe make the Meditations of the four a 
mwentieth week after Pentecoſt of the Parables whic 

that year are to be left out.) | Thur 


"Y Things to be noted concerning the Meditations 
of our Lords Pailion. 


HE Holy Church . from Septuageſm leaveth 
| off” her Alleluja's and Canticles of Foy, and 


| diſpoſeth ws to Mourning, and the memory of 
our Lords Paſſion : for therefore s this Sunday called 
Septuageſm, ( ſairh Rupertus ) becauſe it beginneth 
the ſeventh week before Paſſion-Sunday. Wherefore it 
bath ſeemed good from thence to enter into the 1Medita- 
tons of the Paſſion z wherein, though many affections 
may be exerciſed for the Colloquies, as appeareth by what 
bath been ſaid in the Preface , yet chiefly ſewen are no- 
ted by ſome as mo#t proper to this Subjett ; the which, 
becauſe 2e cannot with oar intended brevity inſert in 
every Meditation, we have thought good to touch them 
briefly in this place. The Affections are theſe : Admi- 


ration, Compaſſion, Compunttion, Love, Hope, Thankj- 
grumg, Imitation. | 3 


I. Admire tn each Myſtery the dignity of the Perſon 
that ſuffereth, and the greatneſs. of the Pains which he 
freely undergoeth. Who is this that cometh from E- Hal-63: 124 
dom with dyed garments from Bofra ? Why then 
$ thy cloathing red, and thy garments as theirs thar 
tread in the Wine-preſs ? | 


2. Condole with him, as Children do with their Pa- 
rents in their adwverſities, Brothers with one another, 
Spouſes with their Beloved, Servants with their Maſters ; © 
for Chriſt ms as much to you as all theſe, Who would 2 Reg.19, |. 
grant me that I might die for thee, Ablolom my 3 
lon, my fon Abſolom ? 
— oh - 3. Be 


F32 


pit. J0.5e 


Artbr. 1.t. 
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Rom.8.32- 


Cliry(ſt, 
kom. 20, 1n 
kat, 


Things to be'noted, &c. 


3. Be confounded, and full of Compundion, for that 
your ſms are cauſe of all bus Sufferings : for from whom 
world not that draw tears, which from Chrift drew ( 
rich blous ? I do know mine iniquity, and my fin 
is before me always. 


4. Lovehins that zs fo loving to you, and ſuffereth (1 
much for your jake. Lord, ( fjaid Se. Ambroſe } I 
owe more to your injuries for my redemption, than 
to your works for my Creation. 


5. Hope aud promiſe our {elf all good that your bear 
can wiſh for, fer be that bath groes biunſelf, How will 
he not alſo give us all things 2 


6. Give him every-where thanks for having ſuffered 


fo much for =_ The beſt keeper of benefits ( {ah 


S:. Chryſoltom) is a faithful memory of them, and 
conſtant profeflion of Gratitude. 


7+. Laſtly, Initate your Lord and Captain, ws (afar 
gs, reproaches, and injuries. Hath be ſuffered ſo much 
for you? and what have you, or what will you ſuffer 
z Pet. 2.21, for him ? Chriſt ſuffered for us { faith St. Peter ) 
- de you att example that you may follow ts 

teps. 
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JVhich his infinite goodnels avert. 


ſep t uageſn m Sunday. 2 Tg 7 } 3} 


Of Holy Communion. erat a 
ov-d core 
info his gar- 
x | - den, «nd cat 
Conſider Chriſt as the Maſter of the Vineyard iy ore 
of your Soul. his Applce 
tt ©. 


(COnfider I. Your Soul, and the Soul of every man, Cant- 5: 1 
15 a particular Vineyard belonging to the great 

Houſeholder, of whom we read to day in the Go- mat.2o.r. 

ſpel,#c. Make account therefore that he will come | 

to day to viſit your Soul his Vineyard, to gather Cant.7.12, 

ſome fruit out of it. Imagine that he ſaith with the 

Ppoule in the Canticles, Let ws riſe early to the Vine- 

yards, let as ſee if the Vineyard flouriſh, if the flowers be 

ready to bring forth fruits. 

_ Conſider 2. This divine Houſeholder hath omit- 

ted nothing on his part, that might make you a 

fruitfut Vineyard. TI planted thee (faith he by his Jer2-2r ; 

Prophet) an ele&t Vineyard, all true ſeed, &c. He hath 

lowed within you many ſeeds of true piety 5 he 

hath hedged you in with holy Laws, he hath pro- 

rided you with the benefit of the Holy Sacraments, 

as ſo many Preſſes and Conduits of his Grace. Fi- | 

nally, hat z there that T ought to do more to my Vint. T&i5.4. *% 

jard (faith he himſelf) and have not done to it ? Pro- 

cure therefore to yield him ripe fruit. See whether 

he may not ſay of your Vineyard, I hoked it ſhould 

jield grapes, and it hath yielded wild grapes ; that is, 

lowre and unpleaſant Grapes : for then he will pour 

out upon it that heavy Curſe that followeth : 7 will 

lay it waſte, it ſhall not be pruned, and it ſhall not be dig- 

ged 5 and bryars and thorns ſhall overgrow it, and I will © 

command the clouds that they rain no ſhower upon it : 


- 
. 


_—_— 


Conſider 3: You mult therefore husband yolr* 
K 2 Vineyard 
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Cant.S.12. 
Plalo 1:3. 


Plal.68. 2. 


Ii:1.57.I, 


Thren. 7.12, 
Turcn. 3.19, 


Munday. Septuag, 
Vineyard carefully againſt his coming : Prune all 
{uperfluities, by Mortification : Dig and dive deep- 
ly into your ſoul by a profound knowledge of your 


{elf : Root out, by contrary adts, the bryars of vi- 


tious habits ; and by the tears of compunction, wa- 
terthe dry aftections of your heart : Laſtly, let your 
Vineyard be befcre you, by continually looking to it, 
and it will grve its fruit mn its time. 


Chriſt inviteth all men to contemplate 
his Paſlion. 


Onſider 1. Chrift with all reaſon doth com- 

_- plain, that having ſuffered ſo many, and fo 
great pains and torments for man, man ſhould be fo 
ungrateful, as not vouchſafe to think of them. [ 
expected ſome bady that would be ſorry together with me, 
and there 3s none; and that would comfort me, and 
T found not. "Pherctore I ſay, The juſt periſheth, and 
there 3s none that conſidereth in his heart. Think what 
it is to conſider in ones heart, to wit, with compal- 
fon and compunction. 

Contider 2. Nothing can we do more acceptable 
to Chriſt, than often to meditate on his Paſſion, for 
which caute he lovingly inviceth- all unto it, by his 
Prophet: O all ye that paſs by the way, attend ,and ſee if 
there be ſorrow like to my ſorrow. And in another 
place, Remember my poverty, 8c. the wormwood and 
Zhe gall. Think with your ſelf, if you had loft but 
an arm or a foot in defence of your friend, might 
you not jultly expect that he ſhould be ever mind- 
ful of rhe favour 2 And what is that to what Chriſt 
hath ſuttered for you 7 

Conlider 3. Offer therefore your ſelf ro Chrilt as 
an attentive ipeRator of his Sufferings, and as a 
NaH 236 grateiul partaker of his benefits. Say 

Wit 
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with the ſame Prophet, Remembring I will be mindful, Tien.3.29 


and my ſoul ſhall Ianguiſh in me. Recording this thing 
in my heart, therefore I will hope. And with reafon 
may you hope, ſeeing he ſuffered to the end that he 
might be our Advocate, and that he might waſh a- 
way our ſins with his precious bloud : finally, ſee- 
ing that even upon the Croſs he granted Salvation, 
and his Kingdom of Heaven to the Thief. 


Of Chriſts Paſſion in general. Who Suffereth 2 


Hat you may be the better diſpoſed to revolve 
the whole Hiſtory of the Patton, conſider 
firlt its general circumſtances, and in the firſt place, 
Who it is that Suttereth. 
1. He that ſuffereth is the Immagulate Lamb of 
God, Who did no ſin ( as St. Peter (ide ) neither was 1P:t.2.22, 
grile found in his mouth. The Fm. Holics who 
received rhe divine ſpirit beyond meAſure; and one Mat.27.54. 
whom his own Crucifiers contteiled to be juſt, and 
the Son of God. 
| 2. Heſuffereth, who had beſtowed himſelf whol- 
y tor the good of others: Doing good, and healing aq ;, .. 
all that xk. oppreſſed of the Devil. Wherefore he MN 
did not onely not deſerve thoſe Sufferings, but on 
the contrary, all re{pe& and honour was due to 
him ; ſo that he might juſtly complain with Dew:d, 
They repayed me evil things for good. Learn to futter pry, ,, 
evil at their hands, from whom you have deſerved 
kindneſs and gratitude. 
3. He that ſutfereth, is the great lover of man- 
kind, who is become all things ro us : for he 1s our 
Father, and our Brother ; he is our Maſter, Phyft- 
cian, Syouſe, Paſtor, Creator, Redeemer, and Be- 
nefactor. If theretore the Son ought to be ſenſible ' 
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of his Fathers Sufferings, the Spouſe of her Belo- 
veds ; ſee that you have compaſiion of him, who is 
your Father, Spoule, and Redeemer ; and bear his 
marks, if not in your fleſh, as the Apoltle, at leaft 
in your heart and mind. Think what you may do 
or lutſer, in return, for his ſake. 5 


Of Chriſts Paſſion in General, 
How much he Suffereth 2 


Onſfider x. He ſuffereth in all kinds. T. In ex- 
ternal goods; for he was deſpoiled of all things, 

{triprt of his clothes to the very skin,and hanged na: 
ked on the Croſs before all the World. 2. In his ho- 
nour, for tiat all manner of reproach and ſlander 
was caſt upon him. 3. In tame, being variouſly tra- 
duced in matters -belonging to all ſorts of Vertues, 
held for a Saz4aritan, and poſſeſſed of the Devil, a 
Glutton and lgver of Wine, a Blaſphemer, and Se- 
Bing of knowledge, he was eſteemed 

as one without litterature or learning, a mad man, 
and fool. 5. As for Miracles, he was accqunted an 
Impoſior, and Inchanter. ' 6: He ſuffered in his 
friends, being forſaken by them all. | 
Coniider 2. How much he ſuffered in his Body. 
Go through all his Senſes. His Eyes are defiled 
with ſpittle. and filled with bloud falling down from 
his facred hcad, they were alſo tormented to ſce the 
{cornful geſtures and mockeries of them that revi- 
led him. His Ears were wounded with rough 
pulls and pinches, but much more with blaſphemies 
againſt God , and- unjuſt accuſations brought  a- 
gainſt himſelf. His Smell anoyed with the ſtench 
of Calvary. His Taſte tormented with vehement 
thirſt, and bitter drench of Vinegar and Gall. Laſt 


dy, 


ly, the ſenſe of Feeling oyer all the parts of his Bo- 


Week. Thurſday. 


top of the head there xs no health. 

Conſider 3. And and to theie the Interiour An- 
eviſhes of his mind ; as that of his Agony in the 
Garden, that other of his being left by his Pather 
on the Crofs, and others ſuch-hke. Be aſhamed, 
that you cannot ſo much as endure the cold of 
Winter, or heat of Summer, and much leſs fufter 
patiently ſome ſmall ficknets: Wiſh that yon 
may pes to ſuffer any thing, and even die for 
Chrilt, 


Of Chrits Paſſion in General. 


From whem he Saffereth ? 


* Onſider 1. He fuffereth from all forts, of men, 
from the higheſt and loweſt, from the ſacred 
and the profane 5 being dragged about the itreets 
by the fcum of the people, forſaken by his friends, 
accuſed by the Prieits, made a laughing-ftock by 
the Souldiers, condemned in the Prieſts Council, 
Tnominiouſly treated in the Kings Court, and fen- 
tenced to death at the Prefidents Tribunal. Learn 
hence to condemn the judgmentsof men, who were 
lo highly unjuſt and injurious to Chriſt. 
Confider 2. He ſuffered from thoſe whom he 
came to fave, and to whom he had been tingalarly 
beneficial all the time of his preaching ; fo that he 


might truly ſay, That hey bated him gratzs (tor no- jo.rg.a5, 


thing.) And which is yet more, he iuttered him- 
ſelf to be betrayed by his own Diſciple, to give us 
example of Patience in the like failings of trienas. 


For the man allo of my peace, in whom I boped,SCC. barb Pai40.os 


greatly trodaen ms under foot. 
A 4 Conlt 


dy, by ſtripes, thorns, and nails ; fo that it was 3%. =. 6. 
moſt truly {aid of him, From the foal of the foot to the ® 
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Friday. 


Conſider 3. How he was expoſed and left to the 


-* tyranny of the Devil, according to that of St. Luke: 
Luke 22 53. 7 hw us your hour, and the power of darkneſs. He was 


Job 2, 6. 


Mat. 10.24: 


Rom.s 8, 
FO, 


given over to Satan, not as Fob was, with that re 
{triction, et ſave hs tife, but abſolutely, and evento 
death it ſelf. Have compaſiton towards your Lord 
thus forſaken by his friends, and left tothe mercy of 
his enemies ; and if at any time it be your fortune 
to experience the like mockeries of men, remember 
that the Dſciple 7s not to be abeve has Maſter. 


Of Chriſts Paſſion in General. 
For whom he Suffereth. 


Onſider r. He ſuffereth not for himſelf, being 
incapable of doing any thing that might de- 
ſerve puniſhment, but for all men; to reconcik 
them to his Eternal Father, and to open unto them 
all (as much as lay in him )- the gates of Heaven, 
And becauſe th> whole man was wounded, he would 
ſutter in every kind, thar ſo he might apply proper 
remedies to every vice. 'Theretore againſt our co- 
vetouſncls he oppoſed his Nakedneſs, his Reproaches 
againft our Pride, his 'Corments againſt our Luxu- 
Ty, his Vinegar and Gall againſt our Gluttony, and 
ſo of the reſt. | 
Conſider 2. More particularly how he ſaffered 
alſo. for his enemies, that is, for all ſinners. God 
con:mended his charity in #s, becauſe when as yet we were 


fmners, CErifF died for us, 8c. And when we were ent- 


mes, We were reconciled to God by the death of has Son. 
And which is more, he praycd tor his own Execu- 


Rom.r2,21, tioNers, that you might learn ro overcome in good the 


evil, 

Conſider 3. He ſuffered for all, ſo that he offered 
to his Eternal Father his Sufferings for every one in 
partiCu- 


Septuag, NW 
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rticular. Wherefore take them to your ſelf,and uſe 
them as your own, ſaying with St. Paul, Who lowed Gal. 2. 20; 
me and delivered himſelf for me. Think what return TER 
you can make him. 7hat ſhall Trender to our Lord for 
all things that he hath rendred to me ? T will take the 
chalice of Salvation. Taketheretore the chalice of his 
Paffion, and drink it up, at leaſt ſpiritually by con- 
zmplation, and you will thereby have made the 
molt proper and moſt acceptable return. 


Of Chriſts Paſſion in General. 
With what affe&ion he Suffereth. 


Irſt, with the affection of a moſt ardent Love, 
moſt earneſtly before-hand wiſhing the hour of 
his Paffion were come, and ſaying, I have to be bap- Luke 12.50, 
tzed with a baptiſm, and how am TI ſtraightened, till it 
te diſpatched ? | 
2. Of moſt profuſe Liberality : for whereas the 
kaſt drop of his bloud would have {ufficed to re- 
kem the whole World, by reaſon of the dignity of 
tis perſon, he would notwithſtanding pour our all 
he had. As water I am poured out. Becauſe with Ayer 
tim (is) plenteous Redemption. + Peh-ogs 
2. Of the greateſt Meekneſs. Who 2hen he as re- 
ed, did not revile, when he ſuffered, he threatned not, 
tut delizvered himſelf to him that judged him unjuſtly ; Wai.53. 7. 
ad 4s led as a ſheep to ſlaughter. 
4. Of an inſatiable zcal, thirſting the ſalvation of 
Umen,which made him cry out on the crols,7rhir/*. 19-19-28. 
5. Of an incomparable Humility, making himielf 
the reproach of men, and outcaſt of the people, who not- Plil.21.6. 
withitanding was in form of God. 
6. Of extreme Poverty, renouncing all eartity 
roods whatſoever, even his own garments, ſo as to 
tang naked on the Croſs. 2 
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x40 Sunday. VWzofitf 
7. Of Invincible Patience and Fortitude, in fot) 
fering conſtantly to the end moit grievous tox. f t 
ments. Mev 
F. 2.3. "2. Of the perfedteſt Obedience, being obedient inf” 
2 matter of the greateſt difficulty, wo death, evnſ® 
the death of the Croſs; and that not onely to his Eff" 
ternal Father, but alſo to his bloudy Executioners: 
3, $0. 6, 1 bave given my body to the ſtrikers, and my cneeks t 
the pluckers. I bave not turned away my face from th 


rebukers and ſpitters. Look throughly into this Px: x 

tern of all Vertue, and do accordingto what you tc: © 

therein. | Noth 

ul 

Jon 

ivilfw  - Of Holy Communion. & 

3er unto m2 er 

—_— Conſider Chrift as the Seed of Eternal Life, 

will kave , ON 
Sarma OC NOnfider x. What jsread to day in the Goſpel: 
without The fower went forth to ſow bus ſeed, 8c. Chrilt 


ec 23- Our Lord is both the Sower and Seed it ſelf; for te 
ak? 8.5 foweth his own. precious Body under the form 0 
Wheat, in the hearts of the faichful, not unto a cor- 

'ruptible, but an incorruptible Harveſt, and unto lik 

ealat.s.2, Cverlaſting, For, He that ſowerh in the Spirit ( taithf** 
St. Paul) of 3he Spirit ſhall reap life everlaſting. Think lt 

with your felf how much this bleſſed Harveſt is tof:® 

be wiſhed for. * x 

Conſider 2. This divine ſeed, although in it felf it 

= be moſt fruitful, notwithſtanding, requireth the a 
concurrence of a good foil to bring torch fruit" 
Wherefore if it fall in the high-way, it is trampled F*'* 

upon by the Paſſengers (as inthe Goſpel ; ) if upon? 

ftones, it's dryed up to nothing ; if among thorns, f! \ 

it 15 choaked up. See theretore whether your Soul , 

be a tit foil, well cleanicd, tupple, far from the high plc 

way 3 


ef 
uf- 
"MY. 
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ry 3 or rather whether it be not thorny, ſtony, full 

f the cares and occupations of this life, hard to re- 

zive heavenly influences, and open to all manner of 

joughts and diſtractions. But if it be ſo, ſee that 

rou mend your ſelf, and prepare your Soul to re- 

jive this heavenly Seed. | : 

Conſider 3. This Seed, though ina good ſoil, and 

1the beſt heart, doth not y7eld fruit, but in patience Luk.ſup, 1g, 
4 Chriſt ſaith ) that you might learn to perſevere 

rich patience in expectation of the effect, and fruit 

f this divine grain, and of whatſoever other Vilita- 

jon of God ; and give not over to cultivate your 

ul, for that perhaps you do not perceive that fruit 

F1ch you delire. Behold, the Hunsbandman expefeth J:c.s. 2, * 
te pretrons fruit of the Earth, patiently bearing, till be 

reve the timely and the lateward, (thatis, either time- 

7, or latter fruit.) Do you the like, and you will 


ang forth plenty of excellent fruit. 


He fortelleth his Diſciples his Paſſion. wat. 20. 


Mark 19. 
Luke 18, 


Onſider x Behold we go up to Feruſalem,8&c. The yat.zo. i. 
time being now come, wherein Chriſt had de- 
bed from all Eternicy to ſutter for the redemption 
+ the World, he went up with his Diſciples ro Fe- 
offer, with great cheertulneſs and ſpeed ; for be 
*nt before them, and they were aſtoniſhed, and following Mack 16-32: 
ir: 2/raid. Thus did he haſten to his death, car- 
& (<d on by the force of his love. You on the con- 
+ (ery are ſlow in ſuffering any thing ; he allo went 
dF-tore, leading the way, that you might learn to 
nw firſt by example, what you would perſwade 
s,$' words. 
10 Conſider 2. He revecaleth his Paſſion to his Diſ- 
i ples... The ſon of man ſhall be delivered ro the chief mat. ſag 
. Prieſts, 
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Luke 9. 37. 


Cant.T.r 2. 


Luke 18. 24. 


Luke 22 24, 


Mat.16.23. 


Matr.2.r. 
Luke $9. 


Tueſday. Sexa 7 


Prieſfs. He had done_this before, but now moj, ; 
expreſly. He maketh this frequent mention of hi, 
Paſlion, though moſt bitter in it ſelf, forthat he diff, , 
continually bear it in mind ; and amidit all his gl c 
ry in the Transhguration, he treated of his dijea;y; 
that he ſhould accompliſh in Feruſalem. Do you eh ; 
deavour to be piouſly affected towards the memo 
of it, that you may ſay with the Spouſe in th 
Canticles, 4 bundle of Myrrh my helowed 2 to me. 
Conſider 3. And they underſtood none of theſe thin 
The Apoſtles were as yet worldly given, and bet 
upon honours and preferments. And there fell 4 
a contention between them, which of them ſeemed to| 
greater. Therefore they underſtood not the M 
itery of the Croſs, and what great good conſiſts 
in humility, and ſuffering of reproach. Caſt y 
off all theſe warldly atffe&tions,if you will underſtan 
the Myſtery of the Croſs. Ponder Chriſts {ever 
reprehenfion of St. Peter, diſſwading him from t 
ignominy of his Paſſion. Go after me, Satan ; th 
art a ſcandal unto me, becauſe thou ſawvoureſt not the thin 
that are of God, but the things that are of men. 


Of Chriſts ſolemn Entrance into Feru/alem 
before his Paſſion. Part I. 


Onfider x. Chriſt drawing near to Feru/aln 

— ſcndeth two of his Diſciples to bring unto hin 
an Aſs, upon which he intended to ride into th 
City. At other times he uſed to go on foot to th 
places where he Preached ; now he would be carr 
ed, though not in a Chariot, nor on a ſumptuo 
Horſe, but on the back of a filly Aſs ; whereby 
would manifeſt to the World, that Poverty, Hum. 
licy, and Meckneſs, are the proper Enfignes of hiff, 
Kingdom, Whence the Prophe:, Rejoyce greathſfii 
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No! 
f 
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daughter of Sion, 8c. Behold thy King will come to Tachar.g. 
be, the Fuſt and Saviour, bimſelf poor, and riding up- 
$an Aſs, SEC. | 
80 Conſider 2. Our Saviour would enter after that 
Jearuſual manner. 1. To ſhew with: what alacrity 
ee: went to die, as if he were going to a Kingdom, 
5 indeed he was 5 for on the tree God poſſeſſed has Hym. 
77. 2. To teach us to triumph in the midſt of V***# 
yroaches and contempts. 3. That the Ignominy | 
Fs Paſſion might be ſo much the greater, by I" 
"ww much the greater was his precedent glory. And PG187.16; | 
"Wing _— , (faith the Prophet) I am baumbled and | 
Wuubled. | if 
"NF Conſider 3. The Acclamations of the people : | 
Warne to the Son of David, &c. Where ponder M2519 
ſt, that this cry was of the mean and common ſort 
f people, not of the rich or wile men of the 
forld, from whom theſe myſteries were kept hid- 
Secondly, how different wasthis acclamation 
Im that wherein ſoon after they cried out, Cruci 
"Sp, crucifie him { How inconſtant and deceitful is the 54#* 25-2% 
rour of the World ! which you notwithſtanding 
regard and value fo much ; but if you be wile, 

Bb forbid that you ſhould glory, ſawing in the Croſs of G4'5.te 
r Lord FESUS CHRIST. 


Of Chriſts ſolemn Entrance into Jeruſalem, 
and his Weeping upon the City. Part 2. 


en 
1n 
thi | 
MPOnfider x. Chriſt in the midſt of that Triumph, | 
"T" drawingnearer to the City, wept tor it. x. To | 
Sew that he was nor, and that we ought not to he 
Farſported with like honours, when they are done | 
\ 3; but f r:c6es ( or honours ) abound, ſet not your POlor 1d 
Nt as ayoz rem. 2. Out of charity he bewalled che 

7 xlneſs of the Jews, which he knew woul] provets 
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Mats 5.5. 


Luke 19.42, 


bigs 


Cuſt. up. 


PR. 94.3, 


Mat. 26. 
Euke 22> 


Thurſday. Sexap 
be their ruine. 3. To. give us example of weeping 
and lamenting in this vale of tears ; for we read | 
him to have wept ſeveral times, but not ever to hav 
laughed ; and to have pronounced them 6le/ed thai 
70urn. - | 

Conſider 2. Chriſts words upon the City : Becau# 
if thou alſo hadſt known, &c, thou wouldft ſurely 
weep. For the days ſhall come upon thee, and thy enemi} 
ſhall compaſs thee, &c. Take theſe words as ſpoken te 
your ſelf ; for that if you did but know, and that fl 
th thy day, the things that appertain to thy peace, and 
what were to befal you hereafter, what temprations 
what miſeries,what falls, you would certainly weep 
and ſpend thettime you enjoy at preſent more prof 
tably. Doit therefore now with all diligence, and 
fortifie your ſelf ſo,that you may be not hereafter off, 
vercome,and caſt down by your ſpiritual enemies. 

Confider 3. Chriſt affigneth the cauſe of the ci} 
ties ruine to this, Becauſe thou haſt not known the tin 
of thy Viſitation How greatly doth it importto knot 
the time wherein God doth viſit you, by his hol 
mſpirations, by pious books, &c. exciting you tt 
Vertue, tothe contempt of the World, and the likeW,. 
Endeavour therefore to underſtand the time of your. - 
Viſitation. Andeven in hz very day (that is, in thi 
looſer time of Shrovetide) #f you ſhall hear hs woice 
harden not your heart, but go follow him. Betake 
your ſelf to prayer, and deplore the general riot and 
tolly of men in theſe days. 


Chriſt is fold by Fadas for Thirty Pieces 


of Y11ver. 


(cOnfider 1. Chriſt could many ways have been 
delivered up into the hands of the Jews, but to 


the greater ignominy would bs ſold, and that b 
| his 


; ek. Friday. 
IS: own Diſciple, and whom himſelf made choice 
ME*for an Apoſtle ; that we mightiearn to bear with 
je Brethren, and that there 5 no place, or ſtate 
Life fo holy, that is not in danger of falling. He 
FS: 50t ignorant that it would be held a toul diſ- 
race to his School, notwithſtanding he choſe him 
Tr 41: Apoſtle for our mſtruction 3 and, i* that 
Writ {25 St. Arobrofe Taith) be bad rather have bs Judge- Amvr. 14. 
24 called in queſtion by 215, than bs affetion. In Luk&f 
Y Conſider 2. Lo what a height of madneſs the Spi- 
of Avarice doth bring a man. Hhat will au Mat.26.'. 
ee, and 1 wil deliver him unto yow ? Ponder who 
is that is fold. It 4s the Lord, and God of all 
tings. Forhow much ? for thirty Pieces of Sver, 
x which {carce 2ny labouring beaſt or flave can 
x had : At focaſte a rate is 10d the Soveraien of 
te Worid ,Jo vitely is he underralned. By whom 2 
* W; iis own beloved Diſciple. To wham 2 To 
"Ws morca) and ſworn enemies. Compaſiionate your 
Word, and diſdain not at any time © be treated 
"Wow your deſerts and quality. 
Conlider 3. How often you have fold the ſame 
rd for leſs, while you have parted wich him, for 
Fa: petty delight, for a iinful thought, jor a de- 
(=aiing word, and the like. "Think how many 
ire are, this timeof Shrovetide, that do the ſame 
Ter and over 2g25n, and our of extream folly and 
Sazdneis, {et God to izle for rrifles. 4 foo! worketh prorreay 
chief as it were v5 Jaughter, lafth Sao. Look 
= yan be none of them, and endeavour to appeale 
26s wrath againlt them that do io. 


Saturday. 


Of the Paſchal Lamb. vl 


Conſider x. Chriſt, the day before he ſuffered, trac 
teach us perfe&t Obedience to the Laws of Gole 
would eat the Paſchal Lamb with his Diſcipllc 
ſending before Peter and Fobn (Faith and Charityſpr. 
to prepare a room, which was 4 great chamber, ito 
dorned. Such ought to be your Soul, enlarged wit 
Charity, and adorned with all manner of Verrue, 
often as you entertain Chriſt in Holy Communia 
Ponder how Chriſt being ſate down with his Di ( 
Ciples, ſaid to them, With deſire I have deſired to eat i| 
Paſch with you before I ſuffer. Admire the exceQot 
his love towards us, longing for the time wheraſſ|to 
he was to leave us his pretious body and bloud, anffou 
to ſuffer and die for us. O that you were ſo de Di 
rous of occaſions to do and ſutfer for him ! m 
Conſider 2. How religiouſly Chriſt obſerveth{ re 
the Ceremonies and Rites ordained by the Law if & 
the eating of the Paſchal Lamb ; in each of tha] f 
refletting upon himſelf and his Paſſion,- whereofff 5: 
was a repreſentative figure. Chriſt our Paſch (ail 4! 
the Church) x immolated, for he is the true Lamb th pu 
taketh away the ſins of the world. Behold theretofſ 14. 
Chriſt with his Diſciples ſtanding at che Tabl t4 
girded about the reins, with ſhoes on feet, and ſfave | (4; 
hand, like Paſſengers, eating ſpeedily, 8&c. wherelſ « 
were expreiled the vigour of mind, and promptn 
wherewith he ſuffered. be 
Conlider 3. Chriſt beholding the Lamb uponti » 
Table, ro flead, and roaſted, he refle&t2d ho 
himſelf was to be extended upon the Crofs, dea \F 
flead with Whips, and ſcourged with the hear aj W 
rage of his torments, Bzholding the ſame La 
C 


Wreck. Saturday. 
Aut in pieces, without breaking any of the bones, 
he conſidered the mangling of his own ſacred bo- 


to eat. the. Lamb , repreſented the haſty fury 'and 
d, tErage of his Enemies to make hifn away. The bitter 
Gogletrice called ro his mind the Gall, and bitrer cha- 
ipkglice of his Paſſion. And the ftaff in his hand re- 
riepreſented. the.Croſs which he was to embrace, and 
r, ito be faſtened unto. 3-50 | 


wit Py FL | 
of Ot Waſhing the Diſciples Feet. 
110 ; i 4 
fg DOOnfider x. Afﬀeer the Paſchal Lamb was eaten, 
r #| Chriſt intending to inftitute a new memorial 


6Cof himſelf, in leaving us his precious body and bloud 
reſto teach us with what Humility and Purity we 
an ought to come to it , would waſh the feet of his 
def Diſciples. Ponder the admirable Charity and Hu- 

mility of Chriſt in this action, expreſied unto us in 


h4 very ſignal cerms by che Evangeliſt, 7 ESUS Jo. 13 19% 


{ff browing that his hour was come that he ſhould paſs out 
hall of hes World to his Father , whereas be had loved his 
off that 2vere in the World , unto the end he loved them. 
al 4nd hen ſupper was done, whereas the Devil had now 
thi pur into the heart of Judas, &c. to betray him, knowing 
off that the Father gave him all things into hs hands, and 
bl that he came from God, and geeth to God, be riſeth fron 
| /upper, and layeth aſide his garments, aud baving taken 
i 4 :oel, girded himſelf. Ponder each particular. 

nF Conſider 2. After that, he put water into a baſon,and 
began to waſh the feet of the Diſciples, and to wipe them 
of 22th the towel wherewith he was girded. Behold the 
I God of Heaven caſt at the feet of poor Fiſhermen, 
1} hnd performing the office of the meanelt ſ2rvant, 
} which made S. Peter cry out, Lord, doeſ# thow waſh 


/ my 


147 


dy, and disjointing of his bones, though withonr 
the breach: of any. The haſt, wherewith they were | 


Sunday. Quinguag, 
919 feet? and again. Thou ſhalt not waſh my-feet- 
m1 fe Ponder Chriſte ſevere node. of n.fe oh 
obedience. If I waſh thee not, thou ſhall not have part 
with me; and learn, that it is but falſe Vertue and 
Humility, that oppoſeth it {elf to Obedience. 
Conſider 3. How Chrift alſo waſheth Fudas his 
feet, and no doubt, but with tender expreflions of 
kindneſs, thereby to motlify his hard heart ; but all 


it vain. Learn to love your Enemics, and to gain 
them: to you by doing good turns. Take heed of a 

Prov, 18. 3. hard heart : for The Impions when he ſhall come to the 
depth of fins, contemneth 5 but ignominy and reproach 
followeth him. Ponder and obſerve thoſe words of 

Jo. ſup. Chriſt. T have given you an example, that as I have 
done to you, ſo you do. alſo. 

ans by it- | Of Holy GCommumon. 

minate | 

becauſe "ty ._. Confider Chriſt as the light of your Soul. 

ight is 

come, Xc, 


upon thee Hye 1. And imagine your ſelf to be that 
_—_ ei] blind man in this days Goſpel that ſate by the 
EF. 60. Way begging,LuiC. 18. 235 ; for you aretruly blind in 
many things, not diſtinguiſhing between black and 
white, true and falle,ſolid and counterfeited good : 
nor able to ſee your own defects ; fo that you may 
PP;.:;. truly ſay with the Prophet, dime Iniquities have 
overtaken me, and I was not able to ſee. 
Conſider 2. What-a fad and diſcomfortable life 
It is, to be in continual darkneſs, without corporeal 
light. How much more then to live in ſpiritual 
Feb. 5. 12, darkneſs, and blindneſs of mind ? Fhat manner of 
Joy ſhall it be to me ({aid Toby when he was blind) 
which ſit in darkneſs, and ſee not the light of Heawen ? 


Think wich your {af , whether you behold the 4 


clear light of Heaven, or rather the dim — | 
| ing 


Q > —— ©. way. 
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ding Haga of the Earth, and earthly things. Con- 

ſider allo how dangerous it is to be it darkneſs ; for 

he that walketh in darkneſs knoweth nat whither he 20- Jo. 12. 35. 
&h, and is expoſed (p a thouſand dangers and falls ; 

that you may hence learn rightly to eſteem the be- 

nefit of divine light. RE 

, Conſider 3. How Chriſt our Lord is the Sur 0 Mal. 4. %. 
{ufc (as the Prophet ſaich) and the true light which ets 
'E tenerh every iman that cometh into this World. Be- 

cech him therefore, that coming this day into your 

Soul, he would produce therein the uſual effects of 

light, and o—_—_— Eyes to ce your ſecret de- 

tes, and to diſtinguiſh true and real goods from 

fuch as are only counterfeited; and have a care you 

do not cloſe your Eyes;. or ſhut your Windows a- | 


gainft this light. - Fob faith of Sinners, They hawe Job 24. 13; 
been rebellions to the light , they hawe' not known his 
wajs., See. you be not rebellious, ſet open the Win- 
dows of .,your Heart, and ſay with the Prophet, 


Thou doeſt- illuminate my Lamp, O Lord. My God illw- ps, x7, 24, 


mate my darkneſs. 


Of the Inſticution of the B. Sacrament. Mat. 2.26- 


Mar, I4. 22. 
Part 1. Luc. 22. Ig 
x Ccoc. 11Y 


NOnfider x. Chriſt, after he had waſhed his Dif. ** 
 ciples Feet, fare down again to table, and in- 
tending to leave behind him a ſingular-Memorial 
of his love towards us, took bread into his hands, to 
ſhew that it was the gift of a moſt liberal hand. 
Thou openeſt thy hand, and filleſÞ every living creature PL, 144. 176 
with bleſſmg. Then He lifted up his eyes to Heaven, 
to ſhew whence this Bread cometh. He gave thanks 
to his Eternal Father for ſo great a gift beſtowed 
upon Man by his means. He bleed ir, and bletiing 
it transformed it into his own Body ; do you alſo 
LA g1VE 


I50 


W Cor. IT, 
23. 


Ibi1. v. 25. 


Tueſday. Ouinquay 

give thanks for being made partaker of the ſame di. 

vine Bread, and beſeech him to give you ſuch 
blefling as may turn you into another Man. 

Conſider 2. How the Apoſtles were aſtoniſhed, 


- when they heard that Chriſt would give them his 


own Body ; but they were together illuminated 
with a Heavenly light, wherewith they believed 
all chings poſſible to him : That you might alf 
learn to captivate your underſtanding in Obedt- 
ence to Faith, See with what Humility, Reve- 
rence, and Devotion,cach one communicateth, and 
do.you the like, when you come to the ſame Ta 
ble. Fudas alone in that company Eateth -, and 
drinketh judgment to himſelf, not diſcerning the body of 
our Lord. | 
Conſider 3. This do ye for the commemoration of me. 
Ponder Chrifts infinite Charity and liberality, 
whereby he would have this divine benefit conti- 
nued throughout all Ages ; and therein gave power 


to Prieſts, by vertue of his words to conſecrate his 


pretious Body 3 which was never granted to the 
Angels themielves. Think what a dignity this is ; 
learn to reverence them, whom God hath ſo highly 
honoured ; and to hear their Voice, to which the 
Eternal Word and Wiſdom of God himſelf is fo 
obedient at the Altar. Be ever grateful, and en- 
deavour to come always worthily to this divine 
iviyſtery. 


Of the Inſtitution of the B. Sacramentr. 
Part. 2. | 


Oaſider x. Chriſt would inſtitute this divine 
&_/ Myltery immediately betore his Paſſion. 71. 
To teftify the excels of his love towards men, in 


preparing for them a Heayenly Banquet , and in- 


eſtimable 
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eftimable preſent, even then, when they were 
contriving his Death. 2. To manifeſt the deſire 
he had of ever remaining with us, even corporally ; 
for being now to depart out of the World, he 
would notwithſtanding leave himſelf , after a ſpe- 
cial manner , to abide with us for ever. 3. To 
ave us a perpetual Memorial of his Paflion, and 
a living Sacritice , (The Sacrifices of the antient 
Law ceaſing by his Death) by which the fruit and 
rertue of his Paſſion might be applyed to us. 4. To 
make us the more ſentible of his love, bequeathing 
himſelf unto us by his laft Will and Teſtament. 

Conſider x. Chriſt did inſtitute this Sacrament 
under the forms of Bread and Wine. 1. That ſo he 
might the ſtraighter be united with us, becoming 
meat and drink to us, penetrating our very Bow- 
els, and incorporating himſelf with us. 2. 'To fig- 
nify that he doth work in our Souls what Bread and 
Wine doth in our Bodies ; that is, nourith, con- 
ſerve, and augment our Spiritual Life, ſo as even 
to transform us into himſelf. He that eateth me, the 
ſame alſo ſhall live by me. 3. That as Bread is made 
one maſs of many grains, and Wine one liquor of 
many Grapes, ſo by participation of this divine Sa- 
crament, the hearts of the faithful are made one 
dpirit ; and therefore it is properly called Comms- 
zo, or Union of many among themſelves, and of 
all with Chriſt. 

Conſider 3. Alchough in each Sacramental Form, 
the entire Body and Blood of Chritt is contained, 
without any real Separation of one from the other, 
vet Chriſt would infticate the Sacrament in two 
different Forms, the better to put us in mind of his 
Paſtion, and toignity that thereby all his pretious 
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Blood was entirely ſeparated from his Body ; name- : 


ly by his ſwear in the Garden, Þþy Whips at the Pil- 


«4 lar, 
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Lance on the Croſs. Think what you can return 
to our Lord for his infinite love towards'you, ex- 
Pſal. 115, 4- prefled in this Sacrament ; - Say with David, I ill 
take the Chalice of Salvation ,' by grateful remem- 
brance, and compaſhon, and Iwill muocate the name 
of our Lord. | | 


Ot our Lords Sermon after Supper. Part r. 


Jo. c.14, 15, Onſider 1. Chriſt after the Communion of his 
Yo 07- k4 Body, had that long Sermon to the Apoſtles, 
which is in St. Fohn, for that is the time wherein 
he is wont to treat mote at large with the faithful 
Soul, and would likewiſe with you, but that you 
ieave him preſently after Communion, or do not 
hearken to him, and therefore profit little. In that 
divine Sermon our Lord performed the part. 1. Of 
a Maſter, delivering ſuch things as he would chiefly 
have obſerved. 2. Of a Comforter , allaying his 
Diiciples grief for his future abſence, ſhewing how 
expedient it was for them: 3. Of an Interceſfor 
on our behalf to his Eternal Father, praying him 
to preſerve us. See you obſerve what he enjoineth, 

and be thankful for the reſt. 
Conſider 2. As our Maſter he doth chiefly re- 
commend unto us the love of God, and of himſelf 


Ig. 15-9. above all things. As my father hath loved me, I alſo. 


have lowed you, Abide in my love. Think whether 
you love him as he hath loved-you ; and yet there 


can be no compariſon between yours and his love; 


for his is infinitely beneficial to you , but yours 
wholy unprofitable tro him 3 Notwithſtanding out 
of pure love: to you, and to gain yours to himſelf, 
he hath given you his own fleſh and bloud for mear 
and drink, and hisLite upon the Croſs tor your Re- 

| demption, 


Aſhwedneſday. Quinquag, 
lar, by the Thorns , by the Nayls, and by the 
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demption. And greater love than this no man hath. 19d. v. 13. 


Thurſday. T5} 


Are you ready to lay down yours for him 2? 


mandmentss And again, If any one love me, be will 
keep my word. The proof therefore of love, {faith St. 


Gregory) 3 the performance of deeds. If you love &'*% LO 


Chriſt, reſolve to do and ſufter ſomething for him : * 
at leaſt put on the affeftion of compatiton for his 
lufferings, and leave it not off all this time of Lent. 
Ofter up your faſting, and whatſoever you may 
4 thereby , in union with his pains and do- 
ours, 


Of our Lords Sermon after Supper. Part 2. 


Onſider x. After the love of God, Chriſt doth 
earneltly recommend the love of our Neigh- 


bour. The zs my Precept, And, A new Commande- J% "5-12. 


. O, I. 34. 
ment 1 give to you that you love one another, as I have ©” * 


led you. He calleth it hx« and a ew Command.- 
ment, becauſe he renewed it being fallen to decay ; 
And New, as to the manner and perfection ; requi- 
ring that our love be like his, that is, univerſal to 
all, Friends and. Enemies, without re{pe& to de- 
ſerts, Or Tecompence, even with our own tempo- 
ral incommodity, and if need be, with loſs of lite ; 
In this all men ſhall know that you are my Diſciples if ibis, 
you have love to one another. See you be his Ditciple 
in this, and take to heart what he going now to dic 
inculcated in ſuch weighty terms. 

Contider 2. Chriſt doth alſo much recommend 
unto us the uſe of Prayer. Until now you have wot Jo. 16. 24. 
asked any thing in ty name, Ask and you ſhugll recerve, 
WWiatſoever you ſhall ask in my name, that will I do, &c. 19: "+ 35 
So Frieadly an invitation cannot but ground a great 
confidence ; The poor and needy are provoked,and 

L 4 | even 


Conſider 3. If you love me (laith he) keep my Com- Jo, 14: 15. 
id. ve 23, 


154 Friday. Quinquag, Wee 
cven preſſed to receive benefits ; and he inviteth, 
that is both able to make good his word, and can- 
not deceive. Only we muft be careful to pray in 
due manner ; to wit, in-Chriſts name, thart is, 
only for ſuch things as appertain to our Salvation ; 
and with Perſeverance. . 

Contider 3. Chrift our Lord doth animate his 

Diiciplics, and all chat follow him, to endure pati. 

, ently reproach, torments, and death it ſelf in his 

Jo. 16.2. Cauſe. Out of the Synagogues they will caſt you. The 

R hour cometh that every one which killeth you, ſhall think 

that he doth {erwvice to God, He encourageth them. 

Jo. 15.20. I. By his own Example. The fervant 3 not greater 

than bis b1:/fer : If they kave perſecuted me, you alſo 

will they periccute. 2. In Genvering 1t as a fign of 

bd. v.15. Predeſtination. Becauſe you are not of the world, there- 

fore the world hatch you. 3. By propoſing the re- 

Jo. 16. 29. ward. Your ſorrow ſoall be turned into joy. Here of- 
ter your ſelf to ſuffer whatſoever for Chriſt. 


Chriſt is Sorrowtul and prayeth in the Garden. 


Mat, 25. 30, Onſider x. An Hymn being ſaid. He went forth 
[= rainy ith his Diſciples beyond the Torrent Cedron where 
Station. 2925 @ Garden 5 that where began our ruine, there 
might alſo begin our reparation. As he went, He be- 
Marc. 14. £4 to fear, and to be heavy and ſad, Saying, My ſoul 
: | he forrewful even unto death ;that is, my griet is equal 
7 to the pangs of death, and ſuch as would take away 
my lite, did I nor reſerve it for other torments.- 
Chriſt could have been free of all this, and have 
gone to ſuffer with a pleaſant heart ; for that the 
Joysof the Beatifical Viſion,which he ever poſſeſſed, 
were able to have drowned what grief foever : But 
|| he would take upon him alſo theſe Interiour afli- 
1. __ &tions,, that he might be like to us 1a all ms, ; 
1: and* 


ek. .. Friday. | 
1 withal, inſtructs us by his example, how to be- 


re our ſelves in the like Sufferings. 


I55 


Conſider 2. When he vas come to the place, he ſaid Luke 22.40; 


\ them, Pray, leſt you enter into temptation. "Then, 


nr gone forward a little, he fell upon his face, praying Mat.26.38, 


1d ſaying, My Father, if it # poſſible, let this Chalice 
of from we : Newertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou. 
mder, Tt. His profound Reverence in proſtrating. 
mſelf. 2. His filial and fiducial Love in the ten- 
rname of Father. 3. His periect Reſignation : 
it as I will, but as thou. 4. His continuing therein 


7 a whole hour : Could you not watch one hour with hid. v.4s. 


S:: Takethis as a pattern to pray by, and compare 


our Prayers with it. Learn hence chietly to re- 
me your ſelf perfectly to God in all things, ſaying, 
ut as 1 will, but as thou. 

Conſider 3. Chriſt like a good Paſtor, careful of 
sFlock, even in that diſtreſs, and in the heat of his 
ayer, viſits his Diſciples ; but finds them aſleep 
: firſt, ſecond, and third time. Preſently aftec 
mmunion they were fo fervorous, as to offer 


Fcmſelves to die for their Maſter ; but now can- 


to much as hold up their heads in Prayer : See 
hether you do not as eaſily relent from your good 
uwpoſes. They formerly watched all nighe, for 
ar worldly intereRt, in fiſhing: now when it con- 
ncerned their Souls good, though commanded 


watch, they ſleep without care. Take heed of 


cath, tediouſneſs, and forgetfulneſs in ſpiritual 


- ings, whereby the Soul doth truly ſlumber and 


ep. The Souls ſleep ({aith St. Auguſtin) xs to forget 
od, | 


Chriſt 


Avg. in 


Pſal. 62» 
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Lake 22.4 Chriſt is comforted by an Angel, and 


Saturday. —=Qujnquagi 


ſweateth bloud. 


FANOgſider x. Chriſt having left his Diſciples, an : 
being in prayer the third time, There appeared: 


F: q 


> P 


him an Angel from Heaven, ſfrengthening him. Gooll 
God | So far did our Lord give himſelf over 

ief, as.to. borrow comfort from his own creatur 
Obſerve here, how God ſendeth comfort at laſt t 
thoſe that perſevere in Prayer. Think whatreaſon 
the. Angel might uſe in comforting our Lord: 
preſenting unto him the neceflity of his Paſſion 
the Glory. that would, thereby. redoung. to his F 
ther and himſelf ; the Redemption. of Mankind, and 
the like: the which although he underſtood. bette 
himſelf, yet would; he not refuſe the profter of conf 
fort, that you ſhould. not diſdain.to learn. of, and bs 


. p d Y 


. Conſider 2. And. has ſweat became as wi of blo 
trickling down upon the: Earth. See how, all. over hy 
body it guſheth forth of the pores, and imbrueth the 
Earth. Beſeech him. to waſh your Soul, alſo wit 
the ſame. Deteſt, your own coldneſs in Prayer, 
who cat ſcarce let fall one ſingle tear for your. ſins 
Ponder the cauſes of ſo ſtrange a ſweat. 1. Th 
lively. apprehenſion of all his corments, as it they: 
had been then preſent. 2. A. deep reſentment 
the ſins, which notwithſtanding would be: commit 
ted, and of mens ingratitude, tor whom in vain heh, 
ſuffered thoſe torments. Condole with your Sz: 
viour, and grieve that you were alſo cauſe of his lo 
great affliction. q 
Conſider 3. And being in an agony, he prayed th. 
longer, Tearn hence, the more you are afflicted, the 
ates nei © DR 


The firſt Sunday of Lent: <= 


hs e to perſiſt in Prayer. Chriſt could eaſily have 

2d himſelf from this Agony, or ſtrife betweenthe 

þ and the ſpirit, but would ſuffer it to give us 

ample of reſiſting our paſſions, even to the ſhed- 

s of our bloud. "Think how eaſily notwith- 

nding you let your ſelf be overcome by them;and 

r the leaſt fear, give over your good purpoſes. 
herefore in ike occaſions, Do _—_— ,and let thy Pr.26.16; 
nt take courage, and expect our Lord. © 


Earth zs a Warfare, Job 7. Tz. We are in a con- pri.s8.2. 
wal conflict with three moſt fierce enemies, that 
me always working our ruine, the Fleſh, the World, Mat. 4. r. 
0.02 the Devil. Chriſt ( as we read -in this days 

lpel ) - would be tempted by the Devil, and fight 
"Fd to hand with him, to train us up, like a good 
mmander, by his own example. Therefore Da- 
IS crieth out, Bleſſed be our Lord my God, who teach- Plal.143.1, 
"Wy hands to battel, and my fingersto war. | 
FConfider 2. How much it doth import us not to 
overcome in this War, where we fight for an 
MEcmity. View your ſelf throughly, and ſee in 
©) Fat particular you are molt weak and defective, 
Win what manner of Encounters you are more 
quently wounded. Rely on the defence and 
nduct of this your Captain, who is to come this 
' into your Soul. For, He will gird you with ph. 7.40; 
wth to battel, He will protec and guard you. | 
a ps [tand together againſt you, your heart ſhall not Plal.15.5, 


the | C onſi- 


Of Holy Communion. Deliver me 
| _ my E- 
. . nemtes, O 
Conſider Chriſt as your Captain. my God,and 
| | from them 
: ; that riſe up 
Onſider 1. What Fob faith, The life of man upon —_— 


JF eee Roo 


- 00-099 evan <-> eat 


\ 


-Plal. 142-9. 


Mat.26,46, 
Kc. 


Tach.I I,2. 


\ 


158 


.; DOnlſider 1. Chriſt having ended his Prayer, laÞa 


1 

Conſider 3. Souldiers are wont to be ſwornfhw 
their Captain : ſo ought you to yours. This diÞþ 
you have once performed in Baptiſm, by renofhd: 
Ccing the Devil and his pomps. But, O how oi: 
have you play'd the Renegade, and ſhamefully\hi 
your colours? Yield your ſelf now up again to ydſſſo\ 
Captain, renew. your Oath, and promiſe from her 
forwards a more exact Obedience. Caſt forth 
your heart whatſoever may be ſuſpe&ted to hal 
conftederacy with his and your own enemies. 
with the Prophet, Deliver me from mine enemies, 
Lord, to thee I have fled, teach me to do thy will, 
cauſe thou art my God, 


©S 


Chriſt meeteth Judas and his Followers. 


to his Diſciples, Riſe, let us go ; behold be appli 
cheth that ſhall betray me. And, As he yet ſpake, bel 
Fudas one of the twelve came, &c. Obſerve Fudali 
diligence in his wicked deſign. The othec Apolt 
ſleep, and are ſcarce rouſed up at the third call ; i 
'Fudas watcheth, to betray his Maſter. How b 
afe men in their temporal affairs, how careleſs 
their ſpiritual ! Deplore this extream folly of tir 
World. Fudas one of the twelve came. O prodigiof 
ingratitade | He who was fo highly favoured by 
Maſter, cometh in the head of his enemies to Þ 
liver him up into their hands. Learn not to re«« 
much on gifts beſtowed grats and without deſenſÞa 
of which the more you have, the more you al 
have to anſwer for, and the greater cauſe to feaſſc 
Houl, thou firre tree, ( ſaith the Prophet ) becauſe i 


p 


Ceaar z fallen : It an Apoſtle fell, why may not ydÞ ' 
likewiſe fall 2 


Coll! 


Lent. Tueſday. X5Þ 
Conſider 2. And with him a great multitude with 

wrds and clubs. Behold the wicked Rout ; ſee 

ww they come all armed with malice, - and prepa- 

to work their wicked ends upon JESUS, con- 

ming with themſelves, by the way, the manner. of 

jing hold on him, and ſecuring him from eſcape ? 

ow Judas giveth them a ſigne, ſaying, Whomſoever I 

ill kifs, that zs he, hold him. Think what fright the 

poſtles were inatthe noiſe of the Souldiers ! 'Then | 
a: truly fulfilled that of the Prophet, Many dogs pra. ar. 17: 
we compaſſed me, the counſel of the malignant have 

med me. | | rn 
Conſider 3. Chriſt-did not flie, nor render him- 4 Reg.r.re 
finviſible, as eafily he might, nor called fire from 1915+ 
kaven to conſume his enemies, as did Elias ; but 

ith an undaunted courage, and deſirous of dying 


ateful, and learn conſtancy in adverſity, and not 
avoid occaſions of ſuffering for Chriſt, bur rather 
Fith courage aad refolution to meet and entertain 


ll. 
Of Fadas his Kiſs... © Mat. 26.45 
Co 


Onſider x. And forthwith (Judas) commg to F E- 

SUS, he ſaid, Huil Rabbi, and he kiſſed him. Pon- 

r the Impudency of this treacherous Diſciple. 

k fawns upon his Maſter to deſtroy him. '. Such 

x the allurements of the World : They ſeem Kil- | 
s, but truly are ſo many Darts. Hi words are pry, 54.2%; 
Wade ſofter than opl, and the ſame are' darts. How 

any are there that with outward ſignes of devo. 

n fondly fawn upon our Lord, while they carry 

out chem a treacherous mind 5 How many a- 

{e 1fÞn, chat have nothing but fair words, and hone 

 y4Þ their mouths, while their heard is full of Jar” 

poiſon, 


ON 


x you, ent forth towards them. 'See you, be. _ , 
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poiſon, and rancor againſt their neighbour ? 
you be none of theſe; but above all, take heedy 
give not Chri#} fuch a kiſsin the Sacrament. .. 
Conſider 2. Chriſfs admirable mecknels and c 
rity. He upbraideth not, reproacheth not, refulſ 
Not, but receiveth the Kiſs, and ſpeaketh frien 
to him, ſaying, Friend, whereto art thou come ? il 
at feaſt he might win him to repentance : he $c 
feth hins friend, to make him one ; he asketh win 
2. He cometh for, that entering into himſelf he mi! 
Tone to underſtand the enormity of his fad, inſþt 
_ fouly betraying his beſt Friend and Benefactor, Þ 
Ss = Miker, his Lord and God. See how mercitÞ: 
Gol] doth ſeck to reclaim finners ; and learn wi 
what mildnefs you'ougfit to behave your ſelf toyÞ! 
Brother that injurech you. — Bt 
Luke 22.48, Conſider 3. Thoſe other words, Fudas, with aÞ 
doft thou betray the Son of Man 2 What ſtony hd 
would not theſe words mollifie? and yet they mp 
Hini not. We condemn Fudas for his hard hea” 
but little refle& that we are often guilty of the ſag 
while we are nothing moved by the inſpiration 
God,and checks of our own confcience, crying * 
with a loud voice, What do you do? will youſf 
will you offend God? &c. Ir wasa circumſtanff 
highly aggravating 7udas his ſin, to make the kilgf\ 
Peace an inſtrument of his Treaſon, What thiſ* 
will it be to'turn; by abuſe, the gifts of Grace inf* 
itiſtruments of Gods offence, and our own dam 
_ rion? Take warning therefore in time. x 


() 
!1;6 


nt. Thurſday. 
? SChrift caſterh his Enemies on the gromd, 
and is taken. 


<> a... - SE yt MET: = TH 

f,(NOnſider t. FESUS: having asked the Souldiers, 

jen Fhom feek ye, They anfwered him, FESUS of Joa3.qgs + i 
Sareth. FESUS ſaith to them, I am he, and there- [| 

ie Fcalt them on the-ground z to give them a teſt - | 

\ winy of his Divinity, ;and. to ſhew that he could 

iS be apprehended, unlefs he had pleaſed. Pon- 

| inf how thoſe words, I am, are of fingular comfort 

of. fe Juſt, and fignifieas much as, T arm-ybur Fa- 

cite and Protector, your Joy and Comfort ; your 

1 wildom, your Juſtice, your Sanctification arid Re- - -. 

ojÞption, Oc. It is 1; feat ye not : But to the wice yg, a 
Whey are full of terrour, threatning wrath, indig; 

þ a0, puniſhment, revenge, and damnation. - 

be cherefore they ſtrike fuchk tertour into his ene+ 

m$, when it was ( as he faid ) their hour and the Cee 15.55 

8 of darkneſs 5 what will they. do;. when it will | | 

far us day and hour of exercifing the power of | 

ons * | 2 0 | | 

ng Conſider 2. They ent backward and. fell to the Je.x8.6, 

11 6$"d. Thisis a type of obftinate and'impenitent | 

(tanfers, that fall flat on their backs, fo as-not to fee 

iFgard their falls. Beſcech. our Lord, thar if at a- 

t thjfime you come to. fall, it may be upon! your 

2 infihat you may ſee and acknowledge your fall by 

amÞility., and get up foon again by penance. See - - © © [1 

St. Peter draweth his fword, and cutteth off the 'N 

of Malchns, but Chrift reprehendetl him! for it: | 

_ Biddeth all violence and reſiſtance, td healechy - | | 

ſErvants ear ;. that you ſhould learn to:do:igood .. 

Chiril co your enemies. by ; : 

onfider 3. Chriſt tiaving ſaid, -If you ſeek me, let Vat26.508 


tLele 


Thurſday. T 19; 
theſe go their ways, forgetful of himſelf, ſollicite 
for : lus Diſciples, Then they drew near, and laid; hg 
on FE SUS, and held him. Behold with what ry 
thoſe Hell-hounds ruſh upon the meek Lamb ! þy 
et, kick, and beat him with their clubs, caſt him 
the ground, and trample over him ! Good Gx 
what a ſpectacle is this! - He who ſitteth upon the (| 
rubs, is trodden under thefeet of the wicked. T 
ſame do all ſinners, who (as St. Panl faith) tread! 
Son of God under foot. See you be not one. - 


Chriſt is bound. The Diſciples fl. 7 


Onſider 1. Having: apprehended F E SUS, 1 

4 bound him, doubtleſs with” hard cards. '\ 

how he ' yields his ſacred hands and! arms'to 

bound, who' notwithſtanding, . if. he had 'pleak: 

could more. eaſily than Sampſon have broken th 
Jydic-10.:2. cords all in pieces, as threads of linmen-cloth. It 
| love alone that could fetter thoſe hands which f 
med the Heavens, and wrought Wonders on-Ear 

. : Do you likewiſe permit your ſelf to be bound wit 

> *: "the bands:of Charity, with the tye of Obedienq 
| and: obligation of' ſuch Duties as+ appertain tot 
Eccleſ.6.15. ſtate and. condition you live in. Thruſt thy foot i 
ber fetters, and thy neck into her chains (fauh the Wi 

man, ſpeaking of true wiſdom ) and be not wear 

her bands. $4 93-207% JOY; 

Mark 14.50- Conſlider 2. Then hi Diſciples leaving him, all jul 
Think what a ſore affliction it was to Chrilt col 

left ſo by: his friends; whereof he often complai 

PR1.87.9. eth by his Prophets: Thou haſt made my familiar: 
om me, they have put me abomination to themſeloe 

Plal.63.3 have trodden the preſs alone, and of the Gentiles ther 
+: 2." 0k a man with me. Beſides, it was an action t 
| : | T edouns | 


! 


Mliciof Lent. Friday. 763 
id;halliedounded to the diſhonour and reproach of his 
hat raſSchool, which had brought np ſuch timorous and 
b ! bifkint-hearted Diſciples. But he was chiefly concern- 
 himgfſed for their want of Faith, wherein they did all 
d Golwaver. See you do not leave Chriſt to ſuffer alone ; 
tbe Cifbear him Company, at leaft, by affe&tion and com- 
- TiFraffion. Be content w be lighted; and left by your 
read! Rad | | | 
Conſider 3. The weakneſs of Mans nature, in 
| theſe Apoſtles, who, notwithſtanding the many Mi- 
racles they had feen Chriſt work, the grace which 

Mthey lately received by the divine Euchariſt, and 

Ffrvour wherein every one ſaid, Although T ſhould Mat. 26. 5% 
S, thi oie together 2vith thee , T will not deny thee. Yet no 
Whoner were they aflaulted with temptation , but 
'Wthey all failed.- Think how little reaton you have 
lealeſto truſt your ſelf; Therefore coming to the ſervice of Eccl. 2.1 
1 thikGod (faith the wile Man) and in fear, and prepare pi, 2. 15, 
It wiſtby Soul to Tentation. And the Apoſtle, 11th fear 
-h tf ard trembling work your Salvation: 


d wi Chriſt is led to Aznas 


(COnſider I. They brought him to Annas firſt. Pondet j,, ig. r;. 
Dot in how Chriſt would be brought before all the Tri- Th- Scene 
> Wilff bunal Seats, for the greater Ignominy. Therefore ***** 
car he is led firſt to Anas as Preſident of the ſupream 
Council, whereunto it appertained to judge of Do- 
ff Etrines. See with what Clamour, Laughter,and Tg- 
nominy,Ghrift is hurriedalong the ways and {treets, 
ul people running every where to their Doors and Win- 
dows to ſee the Captive. How different was this 
ves. © Entrance into Feruſalem, from that which he made 


ber ſome few days. before, when they cryed out, Blefſed Mat. 21. ge 
1 1 * he that comerh in the name of our Lord? Hence learn 
to contemn the inconſtancy of Worldly tavour.. 

7 | Conlider 


164 
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Conſider 2. How Chriſt is brought as a Criminal 
to the Tribunal of this Judge. The Creator ſtand; 
before his Creature 3 The Eternal Wiſdom of God 
is brought to the Bar, to give account of his De 
&rine to an arrogant ſmatterer in the Law. Behold 
the Doctors round about him , all puffed up with 
their learning, Rejorcing as conquerours rejoice, after 
a prey is taken. Hear how they queſtion him con- 
cerning his Doctrine and Diſciples Beſeech our 
Lord to inſtruct you in things appertaining to your 
Salvation , and not to let you hearken after vain 
Sciences, whoſe fruit is no other than Pride and 
oftentation. | 

Conſider 3. How Chriſt beareth their reprochs 
with filence 5 but anſ{wereth reſolutely to the point 
of Podtrine , becauſe thereon depended the falvs 
tion of many. I have openly ſtoken to the World, &c 
Why askeſt thou me? ask them 2ho have heard, Cc, 
Leain hence to ftand reſolute in defence of your 
Faith, and of truth ; and to be ſilent in your own 
private injuries. See how he faith nothing of his 
Diſciples ; becauſe being he could not commend 
them, as ftaggerers in their Faith, he would not 
fay any thing to their diſpraife. Do you in the 
fame manner endeavour to hide others detects,when 
you may, and not to diſcover them but to a good 


_ end. 


Ave. 1.3. de 
Conf. C. 6. 


Jo. 18. 22, 


Of the Blow Chriſt received in Amnnas's 
Houle. 


at T. One of the Miniſters ſtanding by gawt 
FESUS a blow. Ponder here the general 
circumftances. Who 2 To whom? and What? 
Think. 1. How cruel this blow was, as being given 


by a furious and armed Souldier. 2. How 1gnomt 
NOW 


_- 


of Lent. Saturday. 65 


nious, before ſo great an Aſſembly, and inflicted 
pon his Perſon, whoſe ſanctity of Life and Mira- 
cles made him to be admired, and reſpected by all. 
3. How unjuſt and Injurious, for a moſt juſt and 
prudent anſwer. 4. How grievous, as being e- 
conded with the loud laughter , and ſcornful ap- 
plauſe of the Company. O amiable countenance, 
which the Angels ſo much deſire to behold, how 
hath this ignominious buffet ſet you all over in a 


bluſn ! Now my beloved z (truly) white and raddy, cat. 5. 5 


and to be imitated by me both in candour of Liie, 
and Vermillion of Patience. ” 

Conſider 2. On the contrary the mildneſs, and 
patience of our Lord: He is not moved to indig- 
nation, he revengeth not, though it were in his 
power, and could in a moment, have annihilated 
the Wretch; Yet modeſtly he juſtifieth himſelf, 
that he might not ſeem to have injured the High 
Prieſt, whom he reſpe&ted, for the place and au- 
thority he bare. If I have ſpoken ill, give teſtimony 7: 2 
of evil, but if well, why ſfrikeſ# thou me ? How dii- 
ferent are your replies, when you have done amis? 


Endeavour therefore to imitate your Lord, and 77 =uc. 2r. 19% 


Jour patience to poſſeſs your Soul. 

Confider 3. 4nd Annas ſent him bound to Caiphas. 9. 
Imagine what a painful and ignominious Journey 
this was to our Lord, being haled, and dragged 
about the ſtreets at that time of night, like fome 
notorious Malefacor, from one Judgment Seat to 
another. Think what indignities he fufferech, as 


' he paſſeth along, from all ſorts of people, even 


thoſe that had received benefits from him. What a 
{pe@acle was it to Heaven to fee the Lord of An- 
gels thus abuſed 2 Condole, admire, give thants, 
:mitate, &*c. 


M 2 Of 


The Thirs 


166 The Second Sunday. 


TI. Ot -Holy Communion. 


ef our La:d 
hill iſe 


upon thee, | Conſider Chriſt as the Transfigurer of your Soul. 


&c, And 
thou ſha't 


bech.nzet FOnſider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel 
Man. that Chriſt transfigured himſelf, taking upon 
*8R2-19:9- him the form of a glorious Body. at. 17, The 
{ame will he do this day to your Soul, transfiguring 
it into himſelf, by vertue of the Holy Euchariſt, 
it you do not otherwiſe hinder him. For the Eu- 
Ss. Tian. Chariſt makes us (as S. Thomas ſpeaketh) the ſame 
opuice 39 with God. And S. Auguſtin maketh God to lay, 1 
Aug. Conf. ar the food of great ones, grow and you ſhall feed on 
E 7.19% me, yet ſo, that thou ſhalt not change me into thee, but 
tou fhalt be changed into me. 

Conſider 2. What an ineſtimable benefit and dig- 
nity it is for Man to be transformed into God, and 
to be made conformable to the image of his Son. It was 

Rom. $ 29. the temptation of our firſt Parents, You ſhall be us 
Gen 3-5 Gods: but they were deluded. By the Euchariſt, 
and the Grace that proceedeth from it, we truly 
| become one with God, being made partakers of the 
Uivine nature, and even zncorporated, and of the 
fame bloud with Chriſt, as that Holy Father ſpeak- 
s.Cy. eh. Humble your {elf therefore, and ſay with 
TR ig. the Prophet, What am I, or what s my life, or the 
18. Finared of my Father, that I ſhould be made not the Son 
Jo. 1.12 #2 1aw of a King, butthe true adoptive Son of God? 
tor as many as received him, be gave them power to 

be made the Sons of God. 
Er:8.3 Conſider 3. What is. ſaid of Moſes, that hi face 
Le was horned (that is, reſplendent, and ſhining wich 
two rays of glory) by the converſation of the talk of 
ozr Lord, Pe you allo much converſant with God 
in Prayer, that you may in like manner be trans 


gured. 


at... ts. ud. wat. als. ate 
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oured. Beſides, you muſt make him the only object 

of your love and affection, and pertetly hate what- 

ſoever is diſpleaſing unto him, for, as S. Auguſtine 

ſaith, Every one ts ſuch as is his love if you love earth Auguſt, - 


you will be earth, if you love God, you ſhall be God : g,7 oo, 
love God therefore that you may be one with him. 


Chriſt is accuſed before Cazphas, &ec. 


Onfſider x. Chriſt being brought before Caiphas, Mat. 26.55. 
The chief Prieſts, and the whole Councel ſought 
falle Witneſs againſ}® FESUS, that they might put 
him to death. O Injuitice! Judges who ſhould pu- 
niſh, ſeek falſe Witneſs, againſt known Innocency ; 
and patronize their private unjuſt envy and hatred, 
by the prerence of publick Juſtice. See how the Son 
of God ſtandeth at the Bar before his ſworn Ene- 
mies, and forſworn Witneſſes and Accuſers. The 
Innocent Lamb 2ho did no ſim , neither was guile 1Pet.2. 22. 
found in his mouth , anilwereth all his Accuſations 
with filence. But I, as one deaf, did not hear, and as Pl. 37. 14- 
one dumb not opening his mouth, Learn hence to be 
deaf and dumb in like occaſions , and to commit 
- your caule to God. 
Conſider 2. So irreprehenſible was Chriſts Lite, 
that his very Enemies , even upon falle informati- 
ons, could not faſten upon any thing, that could 
make up a crime againit him. Wherefore the High 
Prieft conjureth him, by the living God, to ſay 
whether he were Chriſt, That he might condemn 
him of Blaſphemy if he atirmed. Chrift who had 
been filenr before, in reverence to the {acred name 
of God, an{wereth, Thou ſayeſt 5 I am, and withal Wot. fun | 
giveth them an Tem o! the later judginent, 1t per- 
hays, for fear thercof they might be moved to Ge» 
iſt from their wicked incents. But the perverſe are 
M 3 har aly 
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— 


Mat. 26. G5. 


Joel 2. 13, 


Mat. ſup. 


Mat. 26. 67. 


Tueſday. 
hardly correfed. Beſeech our Lord you may never 
come to be one of taem, S. 

Contider 3. The counterfeited zeal of the wick- 
ed. Then the High Prieſt rent his garments ſaying, He 
hath blafphemed, Do you rather rend your heart 
with true contrition for being the cauſe of all theiz 
ſufferinss of Chrift. Rent your hearts, and not your 
garments (lays our Lord.) Hear how they all cry 
out with one Voice, He zs guilty of death, O mot 
unjuft Sentence ! Sweet JESUS , do you thus 
endure to be held a Blaſphemer, and Sentenced to 
Death, and ſhall I ſeck to be thought more of by 
all, and better than I am 2? 


Of the Injuries which Chriſt ſuffered in the 
Houle of Caiphas. 


Part I. 


Onſider x. How Chriſt being ſentenced guilty 
of death, Zhen did they ſpit on his face, and buf- 


feted him ; and others ſmote his face with the palms of 


Pl. 79. 20» 


Ic: 50. &. 


their hands, ſayings, - Prophecy unto ws, &c. Ponder 
hve extraordinary kinds of [gnominy which Chriſt 
{uffered all that night. x. They ſpit upon him, who 
with ſpittle had given ſight to the blind, ſpecch to 
the dumb, and hearing to the deaf; and on that 
face, which the Angels adore, and juſt Souls long 
after, ſaying , ſhow thy face, aud we ſhall be ſaved. 
He was ſpit on by moſt lewd Miſcreants, ftriving 
to outdo one another ; ſo that he was covered all 
over with filth. But he, like a meek Lamb, made 
good that of the Prophet, T hawe not turned away 
my face from the rebukers and ſpitters, but with a 
peaceabie countenance received all. . But do not 
oinners ſtill co this day ſpit on thee 2 Are not our 

= an, 
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ſerikers, and my cheeks to the pluckers. Sampſon out 
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Sins, for which .you ſuffered all this, and death it 
felf, more loathſome unto you, than the Spittle of 
the Jews 2 

Conſider 2. The ſecond Ignominy. And they did Luc. 22. 64. 
blindfold him. No doubt, but with ſome loathlome 
Clout, that Fieir ſport might be the more com- 
pleatly injurious. They Vail thoſe eyes ro whom all Heb. 4+ 13 
things are naked and open: and cover that face 
whereof all Nations ſtand in love and admiration. 
The ſame do all Sinners, who that they may fin 
with the greater liberty, hide God trom themſelves, 
and think that he feeth them not. They fay ac- 
cording to Fob, Fir what knoweth God ? &C. The 
cdouds are his covert, neither doth he conſider our things. 
Have a carc you be not one of theſe. 

Confider 3. They buffeted him, and {mote his face Vat. 25.07 
with the palms of their hands. Ponder how thick one 
upon another, with what Cruelty, and how Tgno- 
miniouſly, by thoſe Ruffians, every one ſtriving 
to outdo another in ſcofts and blows. "Then was 
truly fulfilled that of the Prophet, He ſhall give the Tine 3. 
cheek to him that ſfriketh him, he ſhall be filled with © 
reproaches. Admire, Compalſlionate; Imitate. 


Job 22. 13. 


Of the Injuries which Chriſt ſuffered in the 


Houſe of Cazphas. 


Fart 2 


#YNOnſider x. The fourth kind of Tgnominy was 
the infolency they practiſed upon the Sacred 
Hair and Beard of our Lord, pulling and tearing 
both off with violence ; the which alchongh the 
Evangeliſts do not expreſs, yet {aiah doth ſignify as 
much in thoſe words, I have given my body to the T* 50. 6: 
- Judic. 16 
of fond loye to Dalilz loſt his Hair 3 but yon, O 
-M 4 Lord, 
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Wedneſday. II Week 


Lord, out of a better love to Mankind, ſuffer 


bt. 265. 69, 
Co 22, 65» 


Jeb T6. 11, 


your ſelf after a violent and cruel manner to be de. 
ſpoiled of yours, ſo as to become even bald again. 
O make me ſutfer the like for love of you, that ha- 
ving cut off all {uperfluities, I may follow you, as 
naked, as you made your ſelf for nfe. + 
Conſider 2. The fifth kind of Ignominy, of in- 
ſulring over him , with reviling and reproachful 
language, ſaying, Prophecy unto us, O Chriſt, who s 
be that ſIrook thee. And blaſpeming, many other things 
they jaid againſt him. Here they rip up their ol 
ſflangers, calling him a Glutton , a Drunkard , a 
Seducer, a Blaſphemer, poſſeſſed with the Devil, 
and the like ; ſo that that of Fob was verined in 
his ſacred perſon. They have opened their mouths upon 
me, and exprobrating have jtroken my chetk ; they are 


filled with my pains. Conſider with what patience 


Chriit endured all this, and be confounded at your 
own impatience, who can ſcarce take a light word 
at your Brothers hands. | 

Conſider 3. Theſe Indignitics laſted the whole 
night; for they of the Court'and Gouncel, in all 
likelyhood repairing home, to take reſt in their ſoft 
Beds, Chriſt was delivered up to the guards, to be 
ſtrictly watched, and treated at their pleaſure and 
mercy. Think what fence and feeling our B. Lord 
had all that night, in the condition of being tired 
out with ill uſage, and want of ſleep and ret ; 
and thence gather what yours ought to be. Be 
aſhamed of your lictle mortificarion and patience in 
bearing light affronrs, and occafions of your own 
confuſion, ſeeing your Lord for your ſake hath 
endured far greater, in all kinds, and at the hands 
of the baſelſt ſort of people. == 


Lent. Thurſday. 


Of St. Peter's denying Chriſt. Part x. 


Onſider 1. St. Peter having followed our Lord 

into Caiphas his houſe, and ftanding with the 
|t at the fire, There came to him one wench, ſaying, Mat-26.65: 
Thou alſo waſt with FESUS the Galilean ; but he deny- 
{before them all, ſaying, I wot not what thou ſayeſt,&C. 

: who but ſome few hours before ſaid, Though I ibid. v.35. 
ld die with thee, I will not deny thee, now at the 
if word, and that of a woman, out of ſhame and 
ar, fouly denyeth that he ever knew him. O 
ow many are there now-a-days, who not out of 
umility, but out of a ſhameful fear of what the Luke 22 57; 
forld would ſay or think of them, dare not own 
(ny Chriſtian or Vertuous action, nor profeſs them- 
ves Diſciples and Followers of Chri#! See you be 
0ne of theſe. | | 
Conſider 2. Peter being ſtill in the ſame compa- 
7, and taxed by divers of being Chri/'s Diſciple, 
k perſiſteth in his denyal the ſecond and third 
ine : neither minded he the firſt cock crowing ; 
rat leaſt, cared not, but Began to curſe and to ſwear wat.26.4. 
tat he knew not the man. Obſerve the different ef. | 
kts of good and evil company. Peter among his 
low Diſciples, was ſo fervorous, as to offer to die 
br his Maſter ; in this lewd company he difown- 
th even to know any ſuch man. Learn hence to 
aoid evil company and converſation : for as the 
lvoſtle ſaith, Ewuil communications corrupt good man- x Cor.15.33 
Irs, 

Conſider $3. Some particular - circumſtances of 
\. Peter's fall; which allthe Evangelifts do ſet down 
t large, to teach us to be wary by others harms. 
L The occaſion or cauſe of this fall was that vain 
relumption of himſelf AJhough all ſhall be ſcanda- Mat.26.33- 
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lized in thee, I will never be ſcandalized. 2. His nl 


ligence in prayer, yielding to ſleep, when 
Hould have watched in prayer, by Chriſts expre 
Ibis. v4. Command: Watch ye and pray, that ye enter not in 
temptation. 3. The inftrument of this fall wa 
Woman, as was that of 4dam's firlt fin. Admij 
and tremble to ſec the Pillar of the Church c 


down at the voice of a Woman ! 4. His fin incre; 


ſed by degrees, paſling from a ſimple denyal to ex 
ecration, and open perjury. Learn to reſiſt the yt 
ry beginnings of evil, and to be greatly concerns 

Eccief.19.7. for ſmall defets : for, He that contemmeth ſmall thingi 
ſhall fall by little and little. 


Of St. Peter's denying Chriſt. Part 2. 


Luke 22.6t, COOnfider 1x. Our Lord turnirig looked on Pet: 
Tom. 4 *” While Peter was actually denying our Lord th 
$. aug 7 third time, JESUS happened to be led down tron 
| the upper Room where he was condemned, to th 


7 45- | WY FR | 
lower Court where Peter was, and gracioufly looket 


upon his Sheep that was periſhing ; or, (as ſome: 
expound ) with the interiour eyes of his mercy 
looked upon him afar off, and by his grace moral 
him to repentance. See how in the midiſt of hi; 


own afflictions, he forgetteth not his ungrate 
PH 24.16, Diſciple. With the ſame eyes, O Lord, have reſi 
to me, and have mercy on me © 
(8 Conſider 2. The converſion and repentance 0 
Mat.26.75, Ot. Peter, And going forth he wept bitterly, not ol 
| of the ſervile fear of puniſhment, but out of love 
and ſenſe of his ingratitude in offending ſo gool : 
Lord, Maſter, and Benefactor. He rightly unds 


ſtood that of Feremy ; That it 3s an evil, and a bit 


thing to thee to have left the Lord thy God, Do yol 
alſo procure to underitand it aright, that you ma 
| hence 
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” "S..ceforwards keep your {elf from falling. O how 
en have you, not onely in bare words, but by Theod. lifk 
"ſds, denied your Lord, and offended him, perhaps 
Wore than Peter, but have not as yet duly lamented 
wr faults, as he did 2 | 
A} Confider 3. The long penace St. Peter performed 
—Whis denying hisMaſter. He is ſaid to have bewai- 
W4 it his whole life-time, breaking forth into tears 
Þ often as the Cock-crowing, or other occaſion re- 
F:hed the memory of his ſin 5; infomuch, that his 
Fes were become as two fountains of tears, and his 
Witinual weeping had made furrows in his cheeks. 
} confounded to ſee that nothing dryeth up ſooner 
in your tears. Perſevere therefore in works of 
knance, and as Eccleſiaſticrs admoniſheth, Of /z Eccleſ. 5.5. 
[SL be not without fear. 


_ Of Fudas his Deſpair. 
- Onſider r. Ther Tudas that betrayed him, ſeeing Mat. 27.36 
1 | that he 20as condemned, repenting him, returned 
We thirty filwver preces, &C. ſaying, 1 have ſmned betray- 
'W7 14/# bloud. Think what an unquiet mind Fu- 
.M carried, after his treacherous and facrilegious 
W, fo that he could take no joy in the money for 
Which ke fold his Lord ; but th2 worm of his guil- 
conſcience gnawing his heart, he Þroughtit back. 
hence you may learn that ſinners reap no ſolid 
ontent out of their wickedneſs, but much pain, 
liguiet, and trouble. Lord, you have ordained it, av.1, x; 
laith St. Auguſtin) and accordingly it us is: ure, that e- Conke.t. 
Wir) difor dinate mind is its own punmſhment. 'There- 
Fore in Job it is ſaid of the impious, The jound of Job 15: 210 
rrour 235 always in his ears. 
FS. Conſider 2. The Anſwer of the wicked Prieſts : 


What zs that to us ? lock thon to it, They are little 
CON- 
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concerned for their Neighbour, whether he peri 
or not ; and like Cain, will not be their Broth 
Guardians : Not ſo the good ones, who with alle 
deavour labour to pull their Neighbour out of t 
depth of fin. They do not ſay, What & it tw uf 
Look you to it 5 but do help and affiſt, whom af 
what they are able , ſome with charitable Officiif 
others by their Prayers : They are tender to all 
compaſiion, and with the Apoſtle, To all men W*. 
eome all things, that they may ſave all. Theſe ya 
muſt alſo procure to imitate. | 
Confider 3. He went and banged himfelf with ©”: 
halter. See how one fin is the puniſhment of an 
ther, deſpair of treachery ; God often permitting if 
to fall the ſecond time in puniſhment of the firſt firff 
that you may learnto ſhun all. Take notice oft © 
ſubtile wiles of the Devil, who at firſt provokethtE .; 
ſin, and afterwards taking away all hopes of pardorf” 
caſteth the ſinner headlong into damnation by dF", 


ſpair. Obſerve alſo how deſperate and mad a 
the determinations of a troubled Conſcience; il 
that the Wiſe man had reaſon to ſay, A troubled « 
ſcience doth always preſume crue} things. Laſtly, fronff 
this final ruine of an Apoſtle, He that thinketh binlff 
ſelf to ſtand, let him take heed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. 10; 
22. 


T have fin- Of Holy Communion. 


ned, what 
ſhall T do to ; : 
Conſider Chriſt as the Guardian of your Soul. 


Onſider x. What is ſaid in this days Goſpel 
Job 7. 20, When the ſtrong armed keepeth his court, thi 
things are in peace that he poſſe/Jeth, T,uke 11. 21. | 
magine therefore yourSoul to be a Court or Caſtle 
which our Lord, who is both ſfrong and armed, 
firet 


The Third Sunday of Lent. 175 
th to guard, that whatſoever ſhe poſleſſeth, may 
Foreſerved in peace and ſecurity. There is none 

mger than this Champion of ours. Our L#d _ | 
mg and mighty : Our Lord zs a Man of War, Onmni- PELagns 
t xs his name. No keeper can be more watch- 
Bthan he. He ſhall not ſlumber, nor ſleep, that keep- 
Trae] 5 and doth all with that care and love, as 
t were to keep the apple of his own eye, as Moſes 
aketh. O what a happineſs it is to be under the peut.z2.10- 
tection of ſuch a Guardian ! 
\ Conſider 2. This Guardian of yours will enter to 
S in the holy Euchariſt, the caſtle or fortreſs of 
ur Soul, to viſit, ſtrengthen, and defend it againft 
ur mortal enemy the Devil, who ſurrounds it day 
d night, ſeeking how he may deſtroy it. For 
is divine Banquet or Table ( as David ſaith) is 
tefly inſtituted as a fence againſt our enemies. | 
Wu haſt prepared in my fight a table againſt them that pry.22.6. 
ble me. Hence conceive a great confidence in 
ur Guardian, and as great a deſire of the happy 
ur wherein you are to receive him. 
Conſider 3. In what manner you may beſt enter- 
n this Guardian. You muſt be ſure to caſt out 
your heart whatſoever may offend hispureſt eyes, 
& otherwiſe being offended at his enterance, he 
ently leave you, and deliver you over to your 
tmies. Deliver him up the keys of your Caſtle, 
2t he may freely diſpoſe of you and yours in all 
ings, and upon all occaſions. Ask pardon for 
mr former offences ; ſay with the Prophet, Keep pi.r;a. 5. 
18, 0 Lord, from the band of the ſinner, and from un- 
= me deliver me. 
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Chrift 


Munday. Wild; 7 
Chriſt isled from Caiphas to Pilate. xn 


Fats 27-7, (Conſider I. And when mornings was come, all E: 
, chief Prieft's and Ancients of the people conſultedÞoa! 

gether againſ® FE SUS, that they might put hindu 
death. How diligent are the ſons of darknek ps 
proſecuting their wicked deſigns , ſcarce giviſ 
themſelves time to ſleep or reſt ! O that you wgÞþ e: 
as zealous in the ſervice of God! Think how wh 
come to our B. Lord was that laſt morning, 
which he was to perfe& the work of our Reds 
ption. Ponder how being now in full Coun 
they examine our Lord over again, condemn 
as a Blaſphemer, vote him guilty of death, and[C 
liver him finally over to_the ſecular power to” 

executed. | yo | 

Luke 23.1, Conſider 2. All the multitude of them riſmg up, ſec 

him to Pilate. Think what a heavy journey this" £ 

to our B. Lord. By this time the whole Town cc 
full of what had paſſed the night before, and iſ": 
longing expectation of the rh of the High Co P: 
cil ; and now they ſee the Captive hurried alongIFP! 
their doors, and accompanied by their High Pri 
and Elders, as ſo many unqueſtionable- Witnqf 
and Proclaimers of his guiltineſs. Our B. Lo 
held and treated by all as a notorious MalefadF 
and entertained all-along as he paſſed with | 
ſhouts and clamours, with {coffs, with reproacf] 
and with barbarous infolences of the rude and 
Taged people: And even thoſe who before hÞ8 2 
him in veneration as a great Prophet, and tz 
Meflias, now hold themſelves as miſerably ſeduqgm 
and him for a grand Impoſtor. Who ever did 

could ſuffer io much in his Reputation ? ner 

jo.18.28% Conſider 3. Being come to Pilat's Court, to: 

2 
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x 10t into the Palace, (it being the habitation of a 
entile) that they might not be contaminated, but that 
be might eat the m_ O ſuperſtitious Hypocri- 
&! They pretend Religion and Conſcience in a 
edoall matter, while they are actually contriving - 
;J\urder and Sacnledge. They ftram at a gnat, and wat-23.34 
5 (bow 2 camel, Yet would to God you were as 
ivice and zealous, in point of Purity, when you come 
wap cat the true Paſch in the holy Euchariſt, and 
would not thruſt your ſelf in, after ſo diſtracted a 
7 Wanner, and full of worldly cogitations. 
«de | 
1 Chriſt is accuſed before Plate. 
dF Onſider x. P:late having brought JE:SU S forth 
off” to the People, and demanded what accuſations 

tey had againſt him, They began to accuſe him. T1. As Luke Bees 
, Bditious perſon, We have found this man ſubverting 
;$ Nation ; who ever taught and practiſed Obedi- 
1 Face, and did good to all. 2. As, Probibiting to give 
i@'1utes to Ceſar ; who notwithſtanding was known 
o@ pay Tribute for himſelf, though otherwiſe ex- 
offupt. And, 3. For ſaying that he zs Chriſt the King 3 Jo. 6. 5. 
ried yet (though he were-truly ſo) when they would _- 
MÞve made him King, he fled and hid himſelf, 
rFarn Hence, 2vhat lars the children of men are m their pp.65,16, 
W/ances, and how eatie a matter it is to calumniate 
Fe Innocent. | 
f Conſider 2. Chriff our Lord could eafily have 
| Wkared himſelf with a word, but would anſwer all 
5 accuſations with filence, {o that the Preſident did mat.r9.14. 
Marvel exceedingly, fulfilling thereby that of the Plal- 
Fiſt, I have ſer a guard to my mouth when the ſamer pry, 3. 2. 
ſod againſf ve. O that you would do the fame 

hen others riſe up againſt you. Know that an 


Fuocent lite is the beſt plea; and that true courage 


A - 
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and fortitude conſiſteth in ſilence, and contempt C 
injuries and affronts, committing our cauſe ro Gofſ?, . 
$64.39.15- according to that of the Prophet, I ſilence and o.* 
hope ſhall your ſFrength be. 
_ Conſider 3. Pare laying hold of the laft accuſF. : 
Luk. fp. tion, asked JE SU S whether he were King of thi 
Jo.18.36 Jews, who anſwered, Thou fayeſ# ; but withal, 
Hyma. Kingdom z not of this world, nor of worldly greatneſ, 
fexlllz. pomp, and ftate ; but of Poverty, Contempt, 
bedience, Humility, and the Croſs. God took þ | 
raign from the Croſs, Think whether or no you bJ.: 
long to his Kingdom ; for if you areof the Worl 
that is, if you mind and ſeek after things of thi 
World, you are none of his; They are not. of 1| 
world, ({aith Chriſt of his Diſciples) 2s I alſo ammn 
of the world. Learn hence to have a high value 
the Crofs, Humility, &c.  F 


Chriſt is ſent to Ferod. 


Onfider 1. Pilate ſought what he could to 
Chriſt at liberty; for that ( ſaith he ) I find 

cauſe in this man. The Phariſees urge the more, {a 
ing, He ftirreth up the people, 8C. beginning from Gi 
like even hither 3 whence he taketh occaſion to ſenfſ, 
him to Herod, as one belonging to his juriſdidtio 
but withal ſtreightly bound as a Maleiactor, gua 
ded with Souldiers, and accompanied with t 
Priefts his accuſers. Thus was our B. Lord polte 
from one Tribunal to another, and expoſed tot 
publick view and ſcorn of the whole City. Goofſk - 
God ! how were the former affrontsand inſfolenci 
redoubled upon him, and that of Feremy veriti, 1 
to the full ? AP that paſſed by the 2vay, have claphj;.. 
their hands upon thee, they have hifſed and mov! 
their head. | Conlidi 
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Conſider 2. Chriſt at firſt is civilly entertained 
Sy Herod, who hoped to ſee him work ſome Mira- 
y k& ; but-'our Lord abhorred his lewdnef(s, and 
Frould not comply with his curjoſity, nor owe his 
\ ite, which he ſo much defired to lay down, to 
"Sis favour and courteſy, nor return one ſingle word 


the Scribes ſtood conſtantly accuſing him, he made no 
Fnſwer. Admire and imitate the courage and con- 
ancy of his mind, which could neither be bent 
y flattery, nor overcome with ill uſage ; and learn 
rithal to be reſerved, and nor familiar with per- 
Yons of a lewd life, without certain hopes of gaining 


Whem. 
fl 


p 


l 


"Fought, and he mocked him, putting on him a white 
$r-r7ent. Ponder how Chriſt our Lord} the Erer- 
nal Wiſdom of God, is held for a Fool, and one 
that out of ſimplicity had called himſelf King ; and 
5 treated as ſuch by the King and his whole Court, 

lighting themſelves with flouting and ſ{coffing at 
him. And in this plight he is ſent back to Herod, 
md proclaimed all along as he went tor a Fool, and 
Fantaſtical King. Good Lord ! Is this the way you; 
Fchufe to cure my pride, confound my arrogancy ? 


| 7 ſeem to be wiſe among you in this World , let him 
| becorme a Fool, that he may be viſe ? 

Barabbas 1s preferred before Chriſt. 
JI Onſider x. Upon the ſolemn day the Preſident had 


| acruftomed to releaſe unto the people one Priſcner, 
Ywborz they 2y0uld. Hence, deſirous 5 releaſe JESUS, 
whoſe innocency was clearer than the Sun, he puts 

kim in balance with a moſt wicked Fellow , that 
| N Was 


us, many of his; and though the chief Prieſts and vc. 23, 10 


Conſider 3. 4nd Herod with his Army fet him at TIS 


TVith how much truth did the Apoſtle ſay, IF 2ny « cor. 2.12: 


Mat.27.15 


% 


F 


[ $:7#) 


bec. 23.13, Contider 2. The fooliſh and moſt unjuſt demani | 


Ofc ar, 5 


Mat. 27« 22, 
Euc. 23. 21, 


Feb. 6. 6, 


- 
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was guilty both of Sedition and Murder: Offering * 
them their choice, whom they would have freed « 
the rwo. Think what a compariſon this was of ligh 
with darkneſs, of a Murderer with the Author ol 
Fife, of a common Robber with a moſt munifice 
Benefacor, and giver of all good. And yet Chri 
diſdained it not. 


afte 
of the people, Diſpatch bim, and releaſe ns Barabbaz by 
It was a foul diſgrace, and ignominy to be matcheiſſ\.: 
with ſo baſe, and notorious a Villain , but mud 
greater to be fer behind him. Now was truly ful 
tilled that of the Prophet. I am a worm and no manſhq; 
a reproach of men, and outcaſt of the people. Whallf(Cy 
are the judgments of the World 2 What wiſe mai; , 
would rely on them, or care whether they praild5; 
or reprove? The like judgment to that of the Jew] |; 
you do paſs , as often as you fin mortally, prefer; 
ring it your heart and affection, ſome momentanfſc} 
delight before an infinite good, ſome vile Creaturey; 
_ the Creator , and even a Barabas befor yy. 
Chriit. ; 

Confider 3. Pat demandeth, What ſhall I do ther . 
with FESUS 2? The people cry out, ſaying 
Crucify him. Think with what Modeſty and Paii 
ence Chriit received theſe unjuft demands, not ut- 
tering the leait word againft them. Ask your {el 
often this queſtion , What will you do withſ] 4 
FESUS? Will you Efteem, Love, Serve and 
Honour him, as you ought, or rather choole to at] ;c 
Fic, injury, and even Crucify him a new 2 for nof} , 
fefs do all Sinners, Crucifyirg again (as the Apollicf ; 
faich) fo rhernjelves the Son of God, and making bin þ) 
4 mocker 7 : Pp 


Of 
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dd Of the Whiping at the Pillar. Par? x. 

r of 'Onfider 1. Then therefore Pilat took FESUS, Jo. 19. te 
ay and ſcourged him. To the end he might in ſome 

wilt ſacisfy the rage of the Jews, and fo ſet him 
frerwards at liberty. Think notwithſtanding how 

ahi ſentence was 1. Unyuſt, as being pronounced 

ba zwainſt him , who by the Judges own confeflion 

was innocent. 2. Infamous , it being the uſual 
Erniſhment of common Slaves. 3. Cruel, it be- 

ung decreed purpoſely to ſatiate the Jews fury. See 

atow readily, for all that, and how cheerfully 
MChriſt doth accept of it, ſaying with the Propher, 

"YI az ready for ſcourges. And this to fatisfy for your ec 5. 194 


1 


M115. 


we 


Wy Conſider 2. So ſoon as the Sentence was given, 
er | 


how iampudently the Souldiers ſtrip him 'of his 
Cloaths, and bind him to the Pillar. Ponder the 
A Virginal bafhfulneſs,and ſhame our moſt chaſt Lord 
A was in, to ſee himſelf expoſed all naked to the 
riew of ſo great a multitude. See with what prorfip- 
I ticude of Obedience he ſtretcheth forth his arms to 
be bound, without making the leaſt complaint, or 
reſiſtance, and learn hence how truly meek and wi. rt. 598 
bumble of heart he is, and you ought to be. 
Conſider 3. The Grievouſneſs and Cruelty of 

this ſcourging. x. In regard of the inftruments, 
which are credibly ſaid to have been of three forts, 
to wit, thorny rods, hard ſinews, and Iron Chains. 
2. By reaſon of his delicate, and tender complex- 
ion , being alſo much exhauſted with his late 
bloudy ſweat, and ill treAing, reſtleſs night, and 
painful Journeys of that Morning. 3. Through 
the cruel uſage of his tormentors , who were {ct 
ON, and proyoked by the Phariſees that ſtood by. 
N 2 4. For 
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4. For the multitude of ſtripes, - which, as is gy 
thered out of St. Brigits revelations, ſurmounted the 
number of five thouſand ; Whereas the Law of 
Moſes allowed not full forty for any Malefacr, 
Therefore Ifaiah om the it of the foot to the rop if 


the head; there us no healty in him. 


Ot the Whiping at the Pillar. Par? 2. 


rr your ſelf to ſee Chriſt our Lord 
bound to the Pillar, with a Company of Soul. 
diers round about, tyrannizing over him with their 
whips; and conſider the general Circumſtances 
Who ? What? Where ? &c. | 

Who is he that is tyed to the Pillar ? "The only 
begotten Son of God, The brightneſs of his glory, and 
the figure of has ſubſtance. He 3s higher than Heaven, 
deeper than Hell. The moſt high Creator, Omnipotent, 
and mighty King , and to be feared exceedingly. Sit 
ting upon his throne, and the God of dominion. 

What? He is moſt unhumanly {courged, even 
to the diſcovery of his Ribs and Bones. No Slave 
was ever ſo cruelly handled. We have thought him 
as it were a Leper, aud ſtricken of God and humbled, 

Where ? In the very middle of the World, ina 
moſt populous City, in the open Court of the Pre- 
fident ; a whole Legion of Souldiers , and an inf: 
mce multitude of people looking on. 

With what helps ? Deſticate of all humane afliſt- 
ance. There was none to appear in his defence, 
none to comfort him, TI loked about (faith he by the 
Prophet) and there was no helper, I ſought, and there 
28 none to aid. ; 

Wherefore ? To fatisfy for your fins, to. make a 
Bali of fiis pretions bloud co waſh and cleante you 
withal, 
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withal. He took upon his ſhoulders ſtripes which 
were due to you 3 whereby he made good that of 
A the Prophet. . With hs ſhoulders ſhall he overſhadow Pl 99. 4. 
ON hee. £5 | 
"il How ? Of his own free choice, chearfully, con- If. 55. 6. 
ſantly, and ſilently. 1 have given my body to the 34-96 
frikers, &C. As a lamb before his ſhearer he 45 
dumb. 
When ? In the moſt ſolemn Feaſt of the Paſch.ac 
\. E whattime an infinite number of people were reſorted 
al W from all parts to celebrate that Myſtery. All which 
ul made to his greater ignominy and contuſion, 


" Of Holy Communion. Come, eat 
h ye my bread 
ly Conſider Chriſt as the food of your Soul the wine 
0N/[14Eer Hz as the [004 Of YOUY DON. tHe wine 
1 f ff / which I have 


minzled tor 


h, Onſfider 1. What is read to day in the Goſpel, you. 

b, how Chriſt with five Loaves fed five thouſand © 2% 7 

MI perſons, Fo. 6. He will come this day into your 

Soul, to feed it with a food, the ſweeteſt, moſt 

pretious and wholſome , that ever was from the 

beginning of the World, his own facred Body and 

Bloud. For My fleſh is meat indeed, and my bloud zx Jo. 6.35: 

arink indeed ; and that you might not fear ro come, 

he invites, and calls upon you. Eat, O jriends, and Cant, 5. r, 

arink, and be inebriated my deareſf. | 
Conſider 2. Three chief effects which corporal 

lood worketh in the Body. 1. It nouriſhes and 

lirengthens. 2. It fſatiates. - 3. It preſerves Life. In opute. 58. 

the lame manner (as S. Thomas laith) this divine © % 

ood worketh in the Soul. It ſtrengthens, giving 

Grace and Vertue to overcome Vice; Ir ſatiares, in 

begetting a loathing of Worldly pleaſures; for (as 

If the wiſe man faith) A ſoul that 5 full. ſhall tread upon Prov. 27. 

Wl fe boney-comb, that is, the delights of this World ; 

N 3 Laſtly, 
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Jo. 6. 52. 


Pf, 33- 9- 


F Cor, Ir, 


Pf. 29. 15, 


Mat. 27 29. 
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Laſtly, it preſerves the ſpiritual life ofthe Soul, an 
advanceth it to a bleſſed Eternity. He that earþp4/ 
this bread (faith Chriſt) ſhall Iive for ever. O whaſſ®"> 
a happineſs is it to feed upon ſuch bread. jel. 
Conſider 3. No meat, though never ſo wholfor with 
docs good, butin a body well diſpoſed, and take 
in a clean ſtomach, as the Phyſitians affirm : Foulſ® 4 
bodiesthe more you nouriſh, the more you indan 
ger; for in theſe all nouriſhment is turned into i| And 
humours. See therefore that you duly prepare you» 
Soul , if you defire to taffe how ſweet our Lord iſ") 
Purge yourſelf of bad humours, and evil affeRtionsI*= 
which hinder ſpiritual digeſtion. Let a man prov cacl 
himſelf, and ſo, that is, well proved and examinedJ**< 
and not otherwiſe , let him eat of that bread, ani Se] 
drwk of the Chalice. "7 
0 


veit! 
reed 
Onſider 1. Chriſt out of his exceflive love off” « 
C_- ſuffering for us, not content with ordinary {uf 
terings, permitted the Souldiers to invent and pra 
tice upon him an unheard-of kind of Cruelty, ftrt 
ving to outdo, both in Invention and Cruelty what ( 
was newly done in Herod's Court. T. Therefore 
they ſtrip him of his own Cloaths , not without 
great torment, they being now cloven to the gore 
bloud which ran from his wounds : then they put 
about him a purple Garment in token of a Mock- wh 
King. See how he lets them abuſe him at their thu 
pleaſure, without the leaſt reſiſtance, or contradi- 
ion, being become as a man not having reproofs Lat 
hrs mouth. _ 
Confider 2. And planting a crown of thorns ; put 
:t upon his head- O unheard-of torment ! Some afhrm 
that our Lord was wounded in ſ{cyenty two diſtin 
plac 


Of the Crowning with Thorns. 
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anSaces of his head by thoſe thorns. Go forth,my Soul, Cant. 3. 22, 
tld ſee King Solomon in the diadenms wherewith has ma- 

hier, the Synagog, whereof he was according to 

feſh, hath crowned bim, and be aſtoniſhed. Away 

wich Pride, away with all ſenſuality. (Be P_—_ 

kerjeith S. Bernard, to be @ delicate or nice member, un- Ber. fir. 5. 
onfier 4 thorny head. | OD 
and Confider 3. 4nd they put a reed in his right hang. Mat. fop, 
a 4nd bowing the knee befare him, they mocked him, fay- 

lin, Hail King of the Fews, and ſpitting” upon him, 

' ſthey took the reed, aud ſmote his head. What indigni- 

ics are theſe 2 What torments ? Ponder ſeverally 

-Fcach one. See how the King of invincible patience 

Jktteth not £9 » but keepeth ſtil] in his hand the 
,F>cepter of ſcorn and derifion, to provoke you to | 

mitate, Now was fulfilled that of the Prophet, Be- 


wither ſhall any man hear in the ſtreets his voice. The * 42.1, 
red bruiſed he ſhall not break, and ſmoking flax he ſhall 
ff 197 exrmpuiſh. | 
Lo the Man. Part 1. Jo. 19; 

[Onſider x. FESUS therefore went forth earry- Jo. 19. % 
ing the Crown of thorns and the purple Veſtraent. | 

Ponder how P:late to move the Jews ro commilera- 

tion, brought forth our Lord, {courged, crowned, 

$ he was, and ſhewed him to the people. Think 

what a confuſion it was to our Lord to be expoted 
thus for a ſight to the Phariſces, and his other Enc- 
mies,and with what humility and patience our meck 
Lamb bare it. O how are you, ſweet JESUS al- 
tered from what you lately were, when you appear- 
ed glorious on the Mount Thabor ? or when you 
late upon the Cherubins , diſplaying the rays of 
your Majefty in che higheſt Heavens ? 
N44 


Conſdes 


hold my ſervant, 8c. He ſhall not contend, nor cry out, Mat. 2. 18, © 
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Conſider 2. Pilate faid, Lo the Man. He was foffutw: 


disfigured,that he could be ſcarce known for a Man, 
if. 53.2. How true was that of the Prophet, There z no beauty 
in him, nor comelineſs, and we have ſeen him, and ther: 
24s no ſiahtlines ? Who would not melt with tear 
to behold ſo ſad a Spectacle 2 and yet the hard. 
hearted Jews are nothing moved , but:cry out thefſſ 
more, Crucify, crucify him. O molt beautiful of men, 
where is now that gracious aſpect of yours? where 
Cant. r. 6, thoſe rays of your divine Countenance ? Do met 
conſider me {\aith he) that T am brown, becauſe the Sun 
hath altered my colour. The Sun, and heat of your 
Charity, O Lord, hath indeed altered your colour, ſi 


and meramorphiz'd you into 4 worm, and the re-ſe © 
proach of men for us. 


Conſider 3. Pilate had long laboured to releaſe 


w, 


Chrift, but when he heard thoſe words of the Jews, 
1” thou releaſe this man, thou art not Czlars Friend. 
Out of humane reipecs and policy, leſt perhaps he 
might be accuſed to Ceſar, yielded him unto them 
againft all Juſtice. Have a care that like humane 
reſpects prevail not with you againſt Juſtice and 
Fro, 25: 23- Equity. He that feareth man ſhall ſoon fall (faith 


Solomon.) He that truſteth im our Lord ſhall be 


s 


parry I 
with the 


Lo the Man. Part 2. 


. Having ſet Chriſt before your Eyes 
Crown of Thorns on his Head, and 


Robe of ſcorn on his ſhoulders, as in the former 
Meditation, and wounded all over irom Head to 
Foot. Imagine thoſe words, behold the man, ſpoken 


© you by the 


Holy Ghoſt, to the end you ſhould 


more attentively contemplate him 3 as much as 


if he ſhould 1; 


2, He whom you behold in che 
ourward 
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olktward ſhape of man, the ſame is God, and Lord 
n.&f all things, the Meffias, Saviour, Doctor and Pa- 
or of men, who for love of mankind, abaſed him- 
if beneath the condition of a {lave, even to this 
mentable plight. 
Conſider 2. And imagine theſe ſame words ſpoken 
x the Eternal Father, propoſing his Son as an ex- 
, ople of all Vertue for you to imitate. Behold the Mat.r2.15; 
e $1: Behold the ſervant whom I have choſen, my belo- Exod.25. 40; 
it Bd, in 2vhom my ſoul hath well liked. Look, and make 
(or do) according to the pattern, He ſuffereth him- 
rf to be contemned and ſ{coffed at,toconfound your 
ride ; He is naked, to correct your covetouſneſs ; 
. FW endureth exceflive torments, to fatisfie tor your 
niuality ; he turneth his cheek to the ſtriker, to 
lay your anger and paſſion ; and {o of the reft. 
ce therefore how your may imitate. 
Conſider 3. Thele words may be ſpoken by you, 
;d by the whole Church to the Eternal Father, 
tering Chriſt unto him as a pacitick Hoſt for all 
r ſins. O Eternal Father, behold the man, who 
the name of all mankind, is come to pay Adam's 
niome. He zs the propitiation for our ſins : There- eo 5:5; 
re, Behold, O God our proteffor, and look upon the Pl. 83. 16. 
ve of thy Chriſt, Say the ſame often to your elf, 
ith affections of compaſlion to your Lord and Sa- 
our, of gratitude for ſuffering ſo much for love of 
ow, of confidence and hope in lo great a goodneſs, 
nd of an ardent deſire of imitating his example, 
ud of ſuffering for love of him. 


%wF 


Chriſt 1s condemned to death. Mat .2>; 


Luke 23s 


Onſider 1. As Pilat was ſitting in place of Fudge- Mat.27.19 
ment, his wife ſent unto him, &c. Ponder the 

bocineſs of God, ſeeking divers ways to hinder the 

| {ins 
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ſins of men,. as here he did, admoniſhing P;/ar by 


his Wife, and her in ſleep, fo that it may be juſtly 
objected to every ſinner, Perdition 3s thine, O Ijradl, 
O how often hath he admoniſhed you, ſpeaking in 
teriourly to your heart by holy inſpirations, and e. 
teriourly by Preachers and Superiours, forbidding 
you todo this, or that, and yet you have not given 
over ! be careful hereafter to be more obſervant of 
his Admonitions. 

Conſider 2. P:lat ſeeing that he nothing prevail, 
8c. Taking water, waſhed his hands, faying, I am in- 
nocent of the bloud of this Fuſt man. And yet at the 
ſame time pronounced ſentence of death againſt 
him. So, many pretend innocency in their life, but 
matter not their foul mouths; they will not offend 
their neighbour in their outward aftions, but feru- 
ple not to wound him with' their tongues. Hear 
how the Jews cry out, Hzs bloud be upon: xs, and upm 
our Children. See how the heat of paſſion caſteth 
a man head-long upon his own ruine ; and have a 
Care you be not over-ruled by any. 

Conſider 3. And Pilat judged their petition to bt 
done. Think how unjuſt this ſentence was, where- 
by the Author of life was condemned to death, al- 
moſt in the ſame breath wherewith he was pronoun- 
ced faft and innocent ; and how wickedly Pa 

did in yielding to their unjuſt demands, againſt his 
own conſcience ; that you might learn to ftand re- 
ſolutely for Juſtice, akhough you were to {utter a 
thouſand deaths for it. Think with what ſhouts the 
people welcomed this ſentence, and how the Prieſts 
and Phariſees triumphed. Ponder what feeling 
Chriſt himſelf had at that time, how he complain- 
ed not, nor made any oppoſition, but with an un- 
daunted mind, delivered himfeff ro him that judged 


him miuſtly. 
muſty Chriſt 
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Chriſt carrieth his Croſs. 


x Onſider 1. Sentence of Death being gen, Chrift 
ng is ſtripped of the Purple Garment, and cloathed 
1 | with his own, that he might be the better known in 
of l his own attire. The Robe is taken off, not the 
I Crown, that he might not be without torment. So 
, | you likewiſe, if you defire tocarry your Croſs after 
"| our Lord, muſt caft off the Purple Robe, that is, 
he © the love of the World, and put on the Garments 
ut Fl 2nd Livery of Chriſt, to wit, Mildneſs and Patience, 
ut JJ according to that of the Apoſtle, Do ye on our Lord Romarg.r3 
dl JESUS CHRIST. 
-  Confider 2. The Crofs being bronght forth, pon» 
I derous in weight, and fifteen foot in length, our Sa- 
" | viour doubtleſs exulted, and with greater reaſon, 
bY andfeeling, than did afterwards his Diſciple St. An- 
4 4rey, ſaluted the ſame in thoſe, or the like words: | 
| 8 Heliome, O pretions Croſs, long wiſhed for, entirely be- Bartad. 1. 7; li 
«i lowed, and now at laſt prepared to my bearts deſire; he © © | [1 
- © embraced, kifſed, and took it upon his ſhoulders. '* 
-  O what ſhouting and laughter was there then a- | 
" & mong the people ! For his greater Ignominy, there 
' 8 are led with him two Thieves : but with what dif- 
" fkrence, both of countenance and diſpoſition of [1 
mind, do they bear their ſeveral croſſes? Think _ [i 
8 with your ſelf whom you will rather chuſe to imi- | 
' mitate in carrying yours. 
| Conſider 3. And bearing his own crof, he went forth, Jo-u9-17% 
| &c. To wit, between two Thieves, the Cryer all 
| along proclaiming the reſpeRtive cauſes of their 
death. So did Taac formerly carry on his ſhoulders gen. 22. 6; 
the wood of the Holocauft, whereon himſelf was to 
be ſacrificed: See how the tender and feeble _ 
'N 


7.90 Saturday. IV Wrelpf - 
bers of Chriſt ſhrink under the heavy burthen : ang © 
how he fſtumbleth and falleth often to the groung YT 
as he goeth, being quite tired out and exhauſted by” /* 
his torments. O Angels of Heaven! why do youſ't*” 
not eaſe his burthen? But your fins, O my Soul Þ##"? 
are more burthenſome unto him ; for our Lord hari! © 

r9i.536, put upon bm (laith T/aiah) the iniquity of all us. Ceaſon 
therefore to ſin, that you may likewiſe ceaſe to bur[® | 


then him. of £1 
wit! 


owr' 
ſtile 
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ther 
ſhall 
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Of meeting the Bleſſed Virgin. 


(COniider I. Chriſt being ſentenced to death, the 
news was probably carried to the B. Virgin, by 
ſome of the Diſciples. Ponder how, according to 
Simeon's Prophecy, her Soul is here pierced with the 
{word of grief. She might likely ſay with David, 
2 Reg.18.33 1ho would grant me that I might die for thee, FESUS 
my Son, my Son FESUS ? She reſigned her ſelf, not- 
withſtanding, wholly to the will of God, accor- 
z322ach.2.60 ing to that, As it ſhall be the will in Heaven, ſo be it 
ONE > 
Conſider 2. How notwithſtanding her grief, with 
an undaunted courage, ſhe reſolveth to go to the S 
* place of Execution, to give her laſt embracements 
' and farewel to her B. Son : She ſtays therefore with v0 
other women, by the way-ſide, where her Son was 
to paſs by. Think what torment of mind ſhe felt, YU" 
when ſhe firſt ſaw the rout of people coming along I: F 
with Nails, Hammers, Ladders, and other ſuch-like $r- 
Inſtruments: What afterward when ſhe beheld her Jo! 
moſt innocent Son coming between two Thieves, {H: 
laden with a heavy Croſs, and cudgelled on by the JÞic 
Souldiers to make haſte. Condole with them both, 2? 
and grieve for giving caule of their ſutferings by Br 


your 11ns. 
Conſider 


oolhf Lent. Sunday. rof 


Conſider 3. Thoſe words of Chriſt to the other 

1d Fyomen that followed, Weep not upon me, but weep up- Luke 23.29. 
bln your ſelves, and upon your children, 8&C. For if im the 
onfjrreer 2200d they do theſe things, in the dry what ſhall be 
1 $-ove ? Chriſt was a freſh, green, and juicy Stock, 
Mull of all manner of Grace and perfe&tion : all we 
inners are as ſo many dry Sticks, fit for nothing but 
ir. {te fire. If then the green wood was in that heat 

of {uffering for the ſins of others, how will the dry 

withered ſticks burnin Hell, or Purgatory, for their 

own 2 And if God the Father did fo ſeverely cha- 

tiſe the offences of his ſlaves in the perſon of his 
enoſt innocent Son, how much more will hepunijh 
yſcm in the offenders themſelves, when That day gectef. in 
offiltall once come, the day of wrath, calamity, and miſe- Of Dik. | 
el? Weep therefore for your ſelf now, that you 
/ Fay not hereafter be forced to weep for ever. 


Of Holy Communion. I will ex- 
peR our 
: | Lord who 
Conſider Chrift as a hidden God. © | hath hid his 
face from 
the houſe of 


(COnſider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel, Job ant 
how Chriſt hid himſelf from the Jews that for vim. 
would have ſtoned him, Fo. 8. 59. in memory '**7: 
whereof the Crofles this day are covered in the 
Churches; and Chrift himſelf, by Jaiah, is termed 
«hidden God: Yerily, thou art God hidden, the God of 16i.45.15- 
Jrael, a Saviour. And' ſpeaking of him in his Pal- 

fon, he ſaith, Hzs look, as it were bid, and oped Ifat.53 3- 
He hid his Divinity under the diſguiſe of fleſh and 

bloud, his Glory with the ignominy of his Paſſion, 

and both his Fleſh and Divinity under the forms of 

Bread and: Wine; ſo that the Plalmift with reafon 


lid of him, How great 7s the multitude of thy ſweetneſs, Phlz0.20. 
| Q 
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Chrift, 


Apocez17- fervedly be called, a hidden. Manna, and a whi 


Tbid. 


Mat.11.25. 


Cant.2.14. 
Deut.3 


x Cor.10.4, theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt reveal, 


Munday. Paſulſ**! 

O Lord, which thou haſt hid for them that fear thee 2 
Conſider 2. In the Euchariſt not onely the fleſh # 
{ſelf of Chriſtas hidden from our ſenſes, for the ore# 
ter merit of our faith, but alſo its vertue and effic 
cy ; whence it is, that not all that come to this i 
crament do taſte of its ſweetneſs and delight ; na 
it is no leſs than death to the bad, as it is Iife tohff 
good : And even among the good, it worketh in 
very one very different effetts ; fo that it may 


Counter, and a new Name written which 10 man knoy 
eth but he that receiveth it. | 
Conſider 3. If you deſire to know the ſweetneff 
of this hidden Manna, 1. Be Maſter of your fol 
and your Appetites; for, To him that overcome 
(faith our Lord) Twill give the bidden Manna. 2.Þ 


humble, andlittle in your own eyes. Thou haſt iff 


them to little ones. 3. Hide your elf i the holes 
zhe Rock, in Chriſts wounds, and Meditation of 
Paſtton,and ſo you will come truly zo ſuck honey off 
of the Rock. For,The Rock, as the Apoſtle faith, wi” 
Chriſt. 'y 


Of Crucifying our Lord. Part 1. 


gr ys 7. Being come to the place appointag 
» for execution, our Lord is again ſtripped ne 
ked of his clothes in the ſight of ſo great a mult 
eude, before the inſolent Souldiers, and them thi 
Jought for nothing more than fubje& of ſcorn a 
laughter. He beareth patiently this Ignominy d 
to our ſins, and giveth us thereby in his own per{c 
a lively example of Evangelical poverty. The! 
eo the end that no ſenſe might be without its to 


1 


Mab.253% MENT, They gave him wine to drink mingled with gi 


An - 


| bek. M unday. I 93 
> Bind hen be had tafted, he would not drink. Not I 
1, Sr the galls ſake (faith St. Ambroſe) but for that he re "<a 
a $e1Þ ſuch bitterneſſes as are mingled with wine. For 
Jr Saviour would ſwallow down the bitter Pills of 

Ks Paſſion, without the mixture of any ſweetneſs. 

F: aſhamed for ſeeking dainties for your palate, 
3d for murmuring when they are not afforded. 
| 4 Conſider 2. The circumſtance of place. It was 
+Bhigh Hill, expoſed to the view of all, for the grea- 

;#r Ignominy 5 full of dead mens bones, for the 

Feater horror and loathſomneſs. Our Lord made 

boice of an obſcure place to be born in, _—_ Oo 

Fnceal his glory, but would die hanged up aloft, 
jcnly 1 the fight of all, and in the middle of the 
'Warth, 25 ſome obſerve, for the . greater infamy. 

Wow different, O Lord, are your copitations from our Il.5;.a. 

ritations, and your ways from our ways? We ſtrive 
What we can to conceal whatſoever is in us that 

Way turn toour diſgrace, and divulge all that makes 

our praiſe and commendation. 
Conſider 3. The circumſtance of time. On the 
Woſt folemn Feſtivity of Eafter, at whattime all the 
Frople were wont to flock to Jeruſalem ; at broad 
gar, and in the very heatof Noon. day, to ſignific 
© fervour of his charity, wherewith, as with fire, 
ts Holocauſt was conſumed. For, &e was offered T5217. 
caſe birſelf would, and at what time he would, 

$nd whene he would, and with whom he would, 

ut withal, would do it in that manner, that he 

F'ghc teach us by his own example to contemn all 


I 


Galat.5.24. 


PG1.21.18, 


Ren. fer. 
de Nativit. 


i Cor.4 Jo 
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Of Crucitying our Lord. Part 2. | 

er ii | )IOU 

FN Onfider x. All things being now ready for hiſſhal 
crucifying, he is infolently thrown down þ 

the Executioner upon the Croſs ; ſee how obedien 
ly he placeth himſelf thereon ; and like T/aac whe 
he lay on the Altar upon the pile of 00d, offereth hin 
ſelf in Sacrifice to his Eternal Father. See how fl 
ſtretcheth forth his hands to the holes whereto thefſhide 
were to be nailed, for Adam's ſtretching forth hiffeth 
to the forbidden fruit. Hear the hideous ſound ddou! 
the Hammers knocking the Nails into his Sacrefirell 
hands and feet. See the ſtreams of bloud runningſen t 
down upon the ground, and: learn by the examplſſmo\ 
of our Lord, to crucifie your fleſh, with the wices ance} 
concupiſcences, as the Apoltle teacheth. com 
Conſider 2. What exceflive torment muſt ouffofte 
bleſſed Lord feel in thoſe tender parts, and full gfther 
ſinews, eſpecially being violently ſtretched our, an C 
probably alſo disjoynted to make them reach to thThc 
holes ; ſo as to fulfil that of the Prophet, They hay The 
digged my hands and my feet, they have numbred all mfved 
bones. ' Compaſlionate your dear Lord, and grieigan 
for having been cauſe of theſe his torments by youſf # 
ſins. Acknowledge, O man ( {aith St. Bernard ) hocou 
grievous your wounds are (that is, your ſins) for whicouſ! 
it 2vas neceſſary our Lord ſhould be 2y0unded. 1022 
Conſider 4. Our Lord being nailed to the CrolF{elt. 

is pulled up on high, and violently let down agaifſ# 7 
into the trench they had made to faſten the Crofſhis 
in, to the unſpeakable increaſe of all his tormentYma! 
O what a ſpectacle was this ro the World, to Angeigproa 
and to Men? Of compaſlion and aſtoniſhment i} < 


the Angels, of {corn and derifion to the wickeYthe 
i 


oflfſſeek, Wedneſday. - 

f compunction and example to the juſt, and a 
acrifice moſt acceptable to the Eternal Father. 
Fall at the Feet of the Crucitix, take up the ſacred 
loud that falleth down, and ſpeak what affection 
a all ſuggeſt. : 


Ut 


Of Crucifying our Lord. Part 3. 
in Onſider x7. What Chriſt might do, ſay, or 
WIC think, hanging on the Croſs, and in thoſe 
hideous torments , . when he received no comfort, 
ether exteriourly from men, or interiourly in his 
| Soul. IF he ſtirred his Body, .it was tormented a 
refreſh by the wounds of his hands and feet, where- 
non the whole weight of his body did hang. It he 
pmoved his Head, the thorns were ſtrucken in the 
mdeper ; and yet not the leaſt ſigh, or moan, or 
complaint was heard to proceed from him ; but he 
offered all to his Eternal Father , for your and o- 
thers ſins. | 


: 
FT 
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10 Conſider 2. 4nd they that paſſed by blaſphemed him z Mat 27. 39s 


The Prieſts, the Souldiers, and all ſorts of men. 
They upbraided him. 1. With Impotency. He {a- 
Wd others, himſelf he cannot ſave. 2. With Arro- 
Egancy, as vainly taking upon him the title of King. - 
If he be King of Iſrael , Iet him come down. 3. As 
Jcounterfeiting himſelf Son of God, and preſumptu- 
gouſly relying thereon. He trufted in God, Jet him 
now deliver him,if he will, 8c. 4. As boaſting of him-. 
ſelf. Vah! thou that deſtroyeſt the Temple of God, and 
Wis three days doeſt reedify it. To all this he holdeth 
his peace, as a dum ſign or mark expoſed to all 


manner of contradiction , ſo as to be filled with re- FIOS:2 
be ” 


proaches. | 
Conſider 3. Chrift would not come-down from - 
the Croſs; nor ſhorten the duraiice of his pains, as 
O eaſily 


196 Thurſday. 


eaſily he might, but would continue in them to the 
laſt breath, without admitting any manner of 
comfort ; that you might alſo learn to perſevere in 
I 53-5- good, even until death. Take notice alſo that he 
Hzbr. 5, 6, {uffered all this for our ſins. He 2025 wounded for our 
mniquities, he was broken for our ſms. Take heed 
therefore leſt returning. to ſin, you. crucify again to 


your ſelf (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) and to your own 


Tuine, the Son of God. 


Of Chriſts. firſt word on the Crofs. 
LUC. 23. 34: Father forgive them, SC. 


figroags x. Chriſt was given to the World by 
his Eternal Father , as a Doctor or Maſter, 
Luc, 9, 35+ tO teach us the way of Salvation. The « my beloved 
Son, hear him. Hear him then from the Croſs, as 
his Pulpit, or Chair, reading ſeven admirable Leſf- 
{ons unto you ; and. feek to prove. a diligent Diſci- 
ple in his School, chat you may ſay with the Apo- 
ft Cor. 2, 2. {tle. I judged not my ſelf to know any thing among you 


OD 


but FESUS CHRIST, and bim Crucifyed. 
Conftider 2. Chrifts firſt Leſſon is of loving our 
Enemies, and pra; ing for them. Father, forgive them, 
for they know not hat they dos He doth not call fire 
down from Heaven upon his Perſecutors, as did 
Elias, nor curſeth them, as Elizexs ; but asketh par- 
If, 53-12. don for his Enemies, and (as 1/aiab ſaith) prayeth 
for the tranſgreſſors, fulfilling by deeds what betore 
Mat.5.44. he commended in words, Pray for them that perſe- 
cute, and abuſe you. See whether you doſo, I fay, not 
_ only for your Enemies that perſecute you, but for 
your Familiars and Neighbours, who may perhaps 
oitend you with ſomg light word, or injury. 
| ; Conider 


Paſſn, 


IWe 


on Week. F riday. 
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Conſider 3. More particularly each circum- 
ſtance. Who 15 it that prayeth ? The Son of God. 
Whom doth he pray ? His Eternal Father. Where 2? 
On the Tree of the Croſs. At what time 2 When 
he was quite ſpent; and exhauſted with ſuffering; 
and now ready to ae. In what manner ? Not fit- 
ting, or lying at his eaſe , but ſtrait erected upon 
his Feet, and ſtretching forth his Hands. In what 
terms ? Not many , but full of affection , and 
mingled with ſighs; tears, and blood: For whom ? 
for Sinners, for his Enemies, Perſecuters, and Tor- 
menters. What doth he ask ? Mercy. Betore 
whom 2? To the hearing of all, even his Adverſa- 
ries, that you might learn Mildneſs, and Chargy 
towards all, and in all occaſions, 


| Of theSecond Word. 
Thx day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe. 


FNOnfider x. It was none of the leaſt Ignominies 
which our Saviour ſuffered, to hang between 
two Thieves, as their Ring-Leader, making good 


197 


Luc. 23. 4% 


that of the Prophet. And he was reputed with the If. 53. 126 


»icked. He was born between two ſilly Beaſts, and 
would die between two Thieves, to give us Exam- 
ple of Humility, though in Heaven he be ſeated 
between the Father and che Holy Ghoſt. Ewen be 
himſelf (as St. Ambroſe ſpeaketh) was a thief by My- 
feery, laying wait for the Devil, to ſteal away his wea- 
pons 3 and on the Croſs robbed him of a Thiet. O 


Lord rob me thus of my heart, that ic may ferve. 


you alone. 
Conſider 2. Thoſe words of Chrilt. Thx day thou 


ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe. Admire the riches of 
Gods Bounty and Longanimity. He takes up inta- 
mous Robbers; and makes them his Sons, and Heirs 

O 2 of 


\ 


Ambr. in 
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198 _ Saturday. | Paſſion 
of his Kingdom, and this at the firſt word, without 
any put-offs, or delays. Thz very day thou ſhalt be 
2with me, He giveth the Thief incomparably more 
than he demanded of him. He craved only a re. 
membrance, and Chriſt promiſeth him a Kingdom; 

&mbr. Bp. for (as S. Ambroſe faith) Our - Lord ever beſtoweth 
more than is demanded of him, and his grant 2s larger 
than the Petition. Who would not love, and wil. 
lingly ſerve ſuch a Lord ? : 

Conſider 3. Three ſeveral ſorts of ſufferers in 
theſe three that were put to the ſame death of the 
Croſs : ſome deſervedly, but impatiently, as the 
bad Thief: Others though deſervedly, yet pati- 
ently, as the good Thief : Others again both un- 
deſervedily , and withal patiently , as Chriſt our 
Lord. Seek to, be one of the two later forts ; at 
lcaſt be of the ſecond, and confeſs with holy Fob, 

1d 33. 27+ I have ſimned, and indeed T have offended, and as I as 
warthy, T have not received ; tor you are truly wor- 
thy of many itripes. 


Of the Tiurd Word. Woman bebold thy Sox. 


Jo. 19, 25. Onſider r. And there ſtood beſide the croſSof FESUS 
his 1Zother. Ponder how his bletied Mother,and 

other devout perſons ſtood near the Croſs. Whence 

you may learn that the lovers of Chriſt, are alfo lo- 

vers of his Croſs, and the nearer they ſtand to this, 

the more they ſhew their love to him. Think how 

his B. Mother was afflicted when ſhe ſaw her Son, 

and that ſuch an one, ſo barbarouſly uſed. Tour Son, 

$, Bona. O Virgin (laith S. Bonaventure) ſuffered in his body, 
' you in mind, The ſeveral words, which were all over 

his body, met together in one within your heart, Yet ſhe 

gave nor the leaſt ſign of imparience ; nor did ſhe 

any thing miſ-beſseming her perſon ; that you 

 mighb 


Week. Saturday. 


might learn to compaiionans Chriſt together with 
ker, and withal to.ſuffer your own adverſities wich 
cOUrage. 

Conſider 2. Woman behold thy Son. He calleth her 
Woman, not Mother ; that he might not ſeem to 
regard fleſh and bloud, who was wholly emyloyed 
IN doing the will of his Ercrnal Father ; ; and that he 
might not the more — w_ 4 her afflicted 
heart with the tender na Mother. He com- 
mends unto her his Diſiple % Ton, and in him 

all Chriſtians ; _ ſhe who is ſo powerful with 
God, might be a Mother to us. She willingly ac 
cepterh the han g2, io that ſhe is delervedly {tiled 
by the Saints, The Mother of the living. Recommend $5 
your {elf tl herefor E LiNtO he: laying: \V th the Church, x 
ſhew your ſelf a Mother. 

Gonfider 3 Behold Jour Mother, To wit, {0 asto 
have recourſe unto her, as a Child to his Mother ; . 
and that you love, reſpect, and affiit her as your 
own Parent : 
our Parents to our laſt breath. Obſerve how he re- 
commends Virgin to Virgin. Be therefore a lover 
of Qnatity, it, you Gefire to be ranked among the 
Sons of Mary. For like to like , and as the.Wil iS 
Man ſaith , Every man will ollachare himfelf . to bis 
like. Imitace S. Fohn 1n devotion to your Spcred 
Mother, who jrom that hour took her to his 09n, - 


Of Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chriſ? as a mild King. 


(COnfider 1. What 1s ſaid this day i in thz GC of *2l, 


Behc! 4 thy King > conerh to thee meek. Thou art the 


ſame my King, and 7] God, whica commandeft the Sat 
vations of Jacob. At ocher times we ny take him 
3 ad 
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Eccl, 13, 


20, 


Pehold thy 

Ri co ret 
to ihce 

mee k, 

Mar. 24. $s 


Df. 43s 5» 


| 

. | | 

| 8 

i BM 

}þ 
——  —  _ 


4 ac.” vc : of - 2 IC " 

DE VEIN es Wo ts RE: "was Es 5.6. he ECIEST ce ſts MEAD WV? == EN ESTEIDET EST akin 
_ - a 0 et . IE EINE EXCEL pt > ny < ang > - 

a" = _ - _ Me A = = co 


Ne Is 
—_ + — . 


a 
Pro 


ere CE Ip rn Een re 


S Pet. 3+ Zo 


f. 98. r, 
Pe 103 3 


&fe 22. 2. 


Pi. IT 4 Is 
Pf. 5. 3. 


Palm-Sunday. Holy 


as the King of Majeſty, the King of Glory, a powerſy] 
King, _ i, Bur in his vation Fa 
would ſhew himſelt a mild King. Who hen he [uf 
fered, threatned not, &c. And therefore to day ſitteth 
upon an Aſs, a gentle, tame Beaſt 5 who at other 
times is ſaid to /it pen the Cherubs, and walk upon the 
wings of the winds. With this mildneſs he will come 
to you in the Euchariſt , wherein that you might 
not dread his Majeſty, he lyeth hid under the diſ- 
guiſe and form of molt delicious food, and ſuffereth 
himſelf, with admirable patience and longanimity, 
to be taken into the mouths and breaſts, even of 
tis Enemies. 

Confider 2. How much you ought to wiſh that 
this King may come and reign in your Soul, and 
{ſubdue all your unruly paflions ; For he is both of 
infinite wiſdom and power to govern and prote& 
you ; ' and as infinitely rich, and bountiful to re- 
ward and crown you. Our Lord ruleth me (faith 
David) and nothing ſhall be wanting to me. Where- 
fore if you will want nothing, deliver your ſelf ta 
be ruled by him. | 
' Conſider 3. You muſt duly prepare your Soul to 
receive your King, ſo, that he may come to viſit 
you in his mildneſs; not in his fury and indignation. 
Go forth therefore to meet him like the Children 
of Jeraſols , Carrying with you freſh green bran- 
ches of good works ; ſpread your garments in his 


way, and caft under his feet, at leaſt in affection, 
all Earthly and Worldly concerns; ſound forth and 
ſing his praiſes, and ſay with the Prophet, I will ex- 
alt thee my God the King, and I will bleſs thy name 
for ever. And, attend to the woice of my prayer , my 

King, and my God. i | 


Of 


Week. Munday, 


Of the fourth Word. My God, my God, &c. 


F NYOnfider t. About the ninth how FESUS cryed Mate 27. 45. 
_ with a mighty Voice, ſaymg, My God, my God, 

why haſt thou Prlakek me ? A loud cry and voice 

are ſigns of exceflive grief, tor our Lord was ler all 

alone in his ſufferings, which continued a long 

time, with exceeding great torment ; deſtitute of 

all manner of comfort, which might ariſe from-the 

Inferiour part of the Soul ; forſaken of his own 

people, even Diſciples; foreſeeing withal, that the 

greateſt part of the World would forſake him, to 

whom all thoſe bitter torments of his would prove 

in vain ; ſo that now was truly fulfilled that of Fe- 

remy the Prophet. Great as thy deſtrucFion as the Sea; Thren,2, 13, 

ho ſhall heal thee | 

Conſider 2. Chriſt our Lord could eaſily have 
freed himſelf from theſe interiour anguithes ofmind, 
by giving way to the joys of the Beatifical Viſion, 
which poſſeſſed the Superiour Powers of his Soul, 
© overflow allo the inferiour 5 but would endure 
them all, that he might be the more like to ns in 
all things, and withal to inſtruct us how to behave 
our ſelves in time of Deſolation, Dryneſs in Devo- 
tion, and Trouble of Mind , which are incident 
to perſons even ofthe greateſt Vertue and Pertecti- 
on. Learn therefore to ſtand refolutcly in like oc- 
caſions, to betake your elf to Prayer, and to hold 
out with Patience in expectation of Gods divine 
_ afliſtance, Becauſe commg he will come (ſaith the Habac. 2.3 
Prophet) and he will not [lack. 

Conſider 3. If God the Father left his beloved 
Son in this manner, wonder not if he ſeem to leave 
you to your ſelf for ſome time without all comtort. 
Nay ſuch Defolations are ſigns of his love, ſent us 
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Tueſday. Paſſion 
for tryal of our conſtancy, and inlargement of 
our Crown.  Whence it is that David ſaid, Prove 
me, O Lord, and tempt me : burn my reins and my 
heart. Offer your ſelf in like manner z ' Only beg 
of him with the ſame Prophet, that when he leaves 
you, he forſakes you not wholy, | 


Of the fifth Word. 7 thirf 


Onfider r. FE SUS knowing that all things were 

” now conſummate, &c. He ſaith, I thir5t. Chriſt 
had a double thirft , Corporal and Spiritual. His 
Corporal thirft was moſt vehement, and inflamed 
with his laſt nights reſtleſs watchings, wearinels, in- 
teriour affliction, and effuſion of ſo much bloud, 
Our Bleſſed Lord would alſo ſuffer this torment for 
our inſtruction, neither would he quench his own 


thirſt, who brought forth water out of the Rock, tor | 
his people that thirſted-in the deſert, and afforded | 
"Sampſon in his thirſt, drink out of the Jaw of an 


Aſs; that you might learn to ſuffer hunger, thirſt, 
and other corporal incommodities. 

Confider 2. And they putting a Sponge full of Vi- 
megar about Hyſſop ; on the top of a Cane, offered 
It to his mouth, not to refreſh but to torment him 
anew. What a Potion was this for the Son of 
God ? who giveth food to all fleſh. And filleth every 
living creature with bleſſmg. How much better 
drink doth he afford us of his own pretious bloud 
in the Holy Euchariſt ? And your Chalice inebriating, 
O Lord, how good 3s it? - Be aſhamed for being 10 
nice 114 your drink, and perhaps complaining allo, 
if it happen to be any thing ſtale, harſh, unplea- 


fant, Sc. - 


Conſider 


Week. Wedneſday. 203 
* Conſider 3. Chrifts {piritual thirſt, which was 
chiefly of three things. 1. Of obeying his heaven- 
Father, and fulfilling whatſoever was written of 

him. 2. Of ſaſfering yet more ; to which purpoſe 

he openly proclaimed his thirſt, whereby he might 

be the more tormented, not refreſhed. 4. Of ef: 
fectually redeeming whole Mankind, tor whom he 

died. | Strive to imitate himin all theſe. Bleſſed are Mat.s.6. 
they that hunger and thirſt after Juſtice, for they ſhall 

bave their full. 


' Of Chriſts laſt Words, and Death. 


Onſider r. FE SUS therefore when he had taken Jo-19.30. 
the vinegar, [aid, It 3s conſummate. Hecongra- 
tulated with himſelf,” x. For having performed the 
will of his heavenly Father, being made obedient unto Phil.2.8, 
death, even the death of the Croſs, 2. For having ful- | 
filed the Prophecies and Figures that were of him, 
of which he ſaid, I came not to break the Law, but to Mat.5.18. 
fulfl, 4. For being come to an end of all his labours, | 
which he endured to the very lalt ; drinking up the 
Chalice prepared for him, to the bottom, dregs and 
all, Well therefore might he {ay co his Ecernal Fa- 
ther, 1 have conſummated the work which thou gaveFF Jo. 17. 4- 
& 10, 
me 10. do, &C. And I come to thee. Luke 23.46. 
Conſider 2. The laſt Word : Father, mto thy hands 
I commend my Spirit. He ſaid it with a loud woice, 
in ſign of Triumph over Death, Sin, and the Devil. 


S Gedeon with broken pitchers, and loud cry, pro- Judic.7.20, 


claimed Vidory over the Mad:anites. He teacheth 
us withal, how to recommend our ſelves to God at 
the hour of death, and what we ought chiefly to be 
careful of at that time, caſting off all thoughts of 
worldly afairs. Beiccch our Lord that death may 
not {ſo fteal upon you at unawares, as to prevent 
theſe or the like good aitetions. Con- 
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Jo.19.30. Conſider 3. 4nd bowing his head he gave up ti, 
ghoſt. O unſpeakable Myitery ! The Sun of Glor 
15 eclipſed ; the Temple of the living God is diſl 
ved ; the Author of life yields to death. O how 
true is that of the Apoſtle You are bought with ; 
z Cor.6.20, great price. Wherefore 3 Glorifie, and bear God in Your 
Jod , but much more in your mind. See that you 
be not more inſenſible than the ſenſeleſs creatures 
ok 23. 4s; themſelves. The Sun was darkened, and the wall 
Mat, 27.51. the Temple was rent in the midſt. The Earth did quake, 
and the Rocks were yent, and the Graves were opened, 
&c. = aſhamed and confounded for your fins; 
tare aſunger the double Vail of Self-love and Will 
that hangeth between God and you ; tremble at 
the account you are to give for Chrilts Death and 
Paftion ; rent your hard heart by true contrition; 


and laſtly, quit the loathſome Grave of Sin and Te 


pidity. 
Ariſe, ſit up Of Holy Communion. 
Jeruſalem, 
4 ay per thy Confider Chrift as your Reteemer. 
neck, &c. . | 
Fold for FD Onſider 7. The benefit of our Redemption, 
ng, ne which the Church doth moſt particularly fo 


ver you ſhall Jemnize all this holy time. We were all under the 
— &o ay Tyranny of the Devil; caſt off from the face of 
| God, by demerit of our ſins: nor was there any 
onethat could free us from this ſlavery, no creature 

being ſufficient to pay our ranſome. We were all 

loſt tor ever. When behold the onely begotten 

Pl:1.110.9, Son of God ſent redemption to bis people, offering him- 
: ſelf in Sacrifice for our ſins, being truly our Father, 
11.63.16, Our Redeemer, as Iſaiah ſpeaketh, from the beginning 

| uch 7s his name, —« 

Wn Conſider 
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Week. Good-Friday, 208 
Conſider 2. At what rate we were redeemed, 
namely, Not with corruptible things, Gold, or Sikver, 1 Pet.x.18, 
but with his own pretious bloud, And whereas one | 
ſingle drop had been abundantly ſufficient, he 
would notwithſtanding pour it all forth, and. ſuffer 
ſo many bitter torments ; Becanſe with our Lord there PC1.r29.7; 
s mercy, and with him plenteows redemption. Beſides, | 
not content with redeeming us once, he hath left 
himielf unto us in the Euchariſt ; ſo that although 
you ſhould often fall into the Enemies hands, you 
might have wherewithalto tree your ſelf again. O 
wn peakable love! Return the beſt thanks you are 
able. 
Conſtder 3. This Redeemer will come to day in- 
to your Soul to free you from the reliques of your 
former captivity, and to looſe the bands of vitious 
habits, if any be in you. Prepare your ſelf there- 
fore to meet him. Beſtow your ſelf as a thing 
none of your own, but wholly his who bought you. 
You are not your own, (laith the Apoſtle ) for you are r Cor.6.19; 


bought with a great price. Wherefore render your 
| kf wholly wh 


im whoſe you are, and caſt off all 
affection to whatſoever elſe. Say with the Plalmiſt, 


ine, ſave me; and with the Church Pl.n19.94. 
lam thine, ſave me; an h the pray, PhLr18.94 


that you may feel in your ſelf the benefit of his Redem- yer, $ace. 


f10n. 


A Summary of our Lords Paſſion. 


| hed your ſelf to ſtand at the foot of the 

Croſs on Mount Calvary, and to hear our Savi- 

our call out in theſe words of the Prophet : O all Thren.r.rs. 
Je that paſs by the way, attend,” and ſee if there be ſorrow 

ke to my ſorrow. Ponder attentively the whole 

Paſfion according to four particular circumftan- 

CCS, : 


.F. How 
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Pſal. 68.9. 


Tal. 1, 6, 


Uai.87.16, 


Good-Friday. 


1. How ignominious it. was. He was hanged ag; 
Thief aloft in the air, as one unworthy either to live 
or die on the earth; He was condemned at tourk: 
veral Tribunals, hurried along the 1trcets, and poin- 
ted at as a Blaſphemer, Seducer, Impoſtor, Glutton, 
Mad man, and Fool, What fay you to all this 
that are ſo nice of your Reputation 2? 

2. How grievous it was. 1. By reaſon of his de. 
licate and tender complexion. 2. Becauſe he would 
admit of no manner of comfort, either interiour, 
or exteriour. 3. For that he was lett all alone, and 
forſaken by his friends: I am become a forreigner t 
my brethren, and a ſtranger to the Sons of my Mother, 
the Synagogue. 4. Upon the Crofs, if he would 
leek any eaſe by moving or turning himſelf, the 
whole weight of his body lay the heavier upon the 
wounds of his hands and feet, with increaſe of his 
torments. If he went to lean his head, the thorns 
were ſtricken the deeper in : If he thirſted, his 
drink was Vinegar and Gall, &c. Good God! 
what torment 2 2: 

3. How univerſal it was; both in body and 
mind. That of the Prophet was truly fulfilled in 
him: From the ſoal of the foot to the top of the head, 
there zs no health. His head was pierced with thorns, 
his face buffered with fiſts, and defiled with ſpittle; 
his eyes black and blue ; his lips ſwoln ; his teeth 
ſtrucken out'; his beard plucked off ; his ears rent 
with pulls and pinches ; his noſe beaten flat ; hi 
ſhoulders torn with ſtripes 5 his ſide pierced. with 
2a launce ; his hands and feet bored through with 
nails: in fine, his whole body embrued in his own 
bloud. | | 

4. How Jaſting it was: His whole life was a 
continual ſnfering ; I am poor, and in labours ( faith 
he by his Prophet) from. my yours, But thoſe wag 
WIC 
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2Byhich he ſuffered from his laſt Supper to his laſt 
efbccath, were intollerable, and laſted all that night 
nd day following, for about ewenty hours together. 
Fpcak what affection ſhall ſuggeſt. 


| 
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Of our Lords Burl. 


(MOnſider 1. After our Lord was dead, his ſacred 
MY Body was taken down from the Croſs with great 
dlirotion and tears, by Nicodemzs and Foſeph of Ari- 
0Mnzthiz, who laid it in the Mothers arms ; where- | 
ly that of the Canticles was fulfilled, 4 bundle of Cant. 1,13; l 
Mhrrh ny beloved 3s to me, he ſhall abide between my il 
haſts, Think whatexprefiions of griefand ſorrow, 
what ſighs and tears paſſed from her. Ponder what 
was laid and done at that time by her and her de- 
out companions. See that your beloved Lord be 
lo to. you a bundle of Myrrh ; and that by fre- iy} 
nent contemplation of his Paſſion, you lodge him 1 
nyour boſome and heart. lil 
| Conſider 2. Grief and Love having ated their Jl 
Vacs, they embalm the facred Corps, and wrap it 
»Miin a clean Winding-ſheet. Our Lord is delight- 
Wd with cleanlineſs. even in his Grave ; that you 
night learn diligently to cleanſe your heart, as of- 
tn as you receive him in the Holy Euchariſt. Our 
Lord will have his Myſtical Members embalmed, 
tecially with the Myrrh of Mortification, that il 
vith the Apoſtle, Always bearing about in our body the 2 Cor.4. ra; 
Mortification of FESUS, the Life alſo of TESUS may 
ie manifeſted in our bodies, Think how you may 
put this in practice. 

Conſider 3. Our Lord being buried, every one 
take themielves to their own home: for they 
re not permitted by the Keepers to remain at the 
Sepulchre. 
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of honouring and obeying him. 


”- 


___ Eaſter-Fve —_ 
Sepulchre. Think in what ſolitude the B.Mothier] 
and other devout perſons were in, and how they 
gave themſelves wholly to Prayer, Expetting the 
bleſſed hope and advent of the glory of the great Gud, 
The B. Virgin doubtleſs comforted her felt with that 
of the Plalmift, 4t evening ſhall weeping abide, and 
in the morning gladneſs, Do you likewiſe in deſola. ih 


tion have recourſe to Prayer, and learn to put your 
truſt in God. 


Things to be obſerved concerning the Meditz 
tions of the Myſteries after our Lords Reſur: 
rection. 


HE Meditations upon the Myſteries after 
our Lords Reſurre&tion appertain to the 

Unitive way: This being an uniting ol 

our Will with the divine Will of God, by way of 


afte&tion, maketh that our Will, as it were, going Myr 


forth of her ſelf, layeth hold on the goodneſs of, 
God repreſented unto it, and adhereth unto him; 
and by this adheſion is uniced with him, according 
to that of the Apoltle, He that cleaveth to our Lord, 
zs one Spirit, Hence this Unitive way hath diver 
affeftions properly belonging unto ir; which we may are 
makeuſe of in the enſuing Meditations. The chicih 
are theſe following. 


x. Admiratioh of Gods Majeſty whom we cot 
template, and of his Attributes and Perfections. 

2. Joy and content for that God is fo abſolutely 
perfe& in himſelf, goodto others, and {o admirabk 
m his works. 

3- Praiſe and Thankſgiving for his gifts and be: 
nefits, with deſire of ſeeing and enjoying him, and 


A. Zral 


Things to be obſerved. 


| 4. Zeal of Gods Glory, and good of Souls, wiſh- 
; Mig that all the World might come to know, love, 
Md ſerve him. 
c. Truft in his Goodneſs and Providence, toge- 
 Micr with a filial reſpect, ſtanding in fear of being 
marated from him, or of committing any thing 
hich may juſtly offend ſo great a Majeſty, and 
* MWewailing all the ſins whereby we had incurred at 
ay time his juſt indignation. 
6. Deſire of thoſe heavenly things we contem- 
lite 3 ſo that whatſoever is upon earth, may ſeem 
* Wit dirt unto us, while we look up to Heaven, fay- 
« Wi with the Prophet , How beloved are thy taberna. ehl.23.2 
, O Lord of bofts ! my ſoul coveteth and fainteth un- 
Wile Courts of our Lord. And, Even as the heart de- vet. 
i Wh after the fountains of waters, ſo doth my ſoul deſire 
© ic 12ce, O God. 


By theſe and. ſuch-like affe&ions, let us endea- 
Wir to obtain, that Behbolding the fr of our Lord, 2 Cor.3.15, 


i 272 2949 be transformed (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) 
Wh the [are image from glory unto glory 3 that is, that 
rmay become like unto him, by the union of our 
ils ; increaſing daily more and more in the 
"Wwwledge of him, till at length paſſing from the 
mertect clarity of this life and pilgrimage, we ar- 
£to the perfect clarity and glory of our native 
antry and beatifical Viſion. 
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Riſe thou -- 
that ſ]:epeft 


and ariſe 
from the 
dead, and 
ChciR will 
illuminate 
thee. 


Eph. 5.14» 


Jo.6. 35s 
Ibid.v.40. 
S. Tho, & 


- Our Souls. 


-. 


Of Holy Communion. 


Conſider Chriſt as our Reſurreion. 


Onfider r. The manner wherewith Chrift ralf 
ſed his body out of theSepulchre, of defornf 
ed rendering it glorious. Ponder what a differen 
there is between a body that is dead, pale, wan,dff, 
ſtitute of all ſenſe and motion, and the ſame whe: 
it 15 inveſted with the array and endowments ( 
glory : The ſame difference 1s, between) the Soul i 
Sin, andin. the ſtate of Grace; . and almoſt the fam 
between tepidity and fervour. For in the ſtate( 
Tepidity the Soul is as it were 1n a ſlumber, an. 
void of all heroikal motion, ſhe is inſenſible of thingf, 
appertaining to God, and being poſſeſſed with uf; 
numerable phantaſies, purſueth vain trifles, ah; 
dreams, inſtead. of real -and ſolid goods. She thin, 
her ſelf in a 'good ſtate, when in truth ſhe is lip, 
that man-in the Apocalyps, miſerable, and poor, aff; 
blind, and naked. 
Conſider 2. Chriſt is ready to raiſe us out of th, 
miſerable ſtates; therefore he ſaith, 1 am the re/unije 
Hion and the life. To wit, the cauſe and Author, 
both, and as well of the Soul, as of the Body. Sh: 
what a benefit it 1s, and how infinitely to be valud ( 


to be raiſed from the death of ſin, and grave of TFir 


pidity, and to beplaced in the clear light of the chiſhe 
dren of God, that walk and work with: fervouy,, 
The ſame will Chrift beſtow upon you this day, 

the Holy Euchariſt, if you hinder him not. It 
therefore he is called the bread of life : and as we olfed 
unto him the Reſurreftion of our bodies, #: rhe lh,; 
day, fo do wenow theReſurreRion and reviving, 


" et 
Conſi. 


1, ſifer Week. Munday. 21x 


I Conſider 3. The ſigns of our riſing with Chriſt 
|: to ſeek, and mind the things that are above, 
x the things that are upon earth. So the Apoltle, 
you be riſen with Chriſt , ſeek the things that are Colol. 3-1." 
S-ve, &c. Seek therefore and affect only Heavenly 
tral gs, and as Chriſt Riſmg again from the dead, now 9 & 9+ 
OrMs.:h 0 more; So you being raiſed from the ſtare 
SIE Tepidity to Fervour, have a care you fall not 
0 to a relapſe. 


US ( Of our Lords Reſurrection. 


ul 1 


lam Onſider x: There having now paſſed time ſuffi- 
ue ey cient to evidence the certainty of his Death, on 
Iz third day, early in the Morning, our Lord 
hinftened to bring forth the Holy Fathers out of 
1 18:-:b54 to comfort his B. Mother , and deſolate 
UYi{ciples, and illuſtrate the whole World with the 
hin. of his glory. What Jubily were the Holy 
Withers in, at that time, when they ſaw that Blel- 
» 4d hour come of their delivery , which they had 
. Winged for, ſo many Ages ? Free, O Lord, in like 
tWanner my Soul from the Lions-mouth, and from 
/une deep Lake , and let not my Enemies, The 
o'MWorld, the Fleſh, and the Devil , ever domineer 
mer me. | | 
lu Conſider 2. How when Chriſts Soul was come 
 1Yit of Linbas to the Body in the Sepulcher, he 
Cltewed it to the Holy Fathers, as it lay, pale, and 
OU'Bvan, all mangled and disfigured ; that they might 
Je how much he had ſuffered for them, and at 
FYrhat rate he had redeemed them. Then he reuni- 
Ole it to the Soul, and that of David was fulfilled, 
elWPur Lord hath reigned, he hath put on beauty 5 Our Pf. g2. ©: 
NgWLord hath put on ſtrength, and hath girded himſelf. For 
_ $* took upon him the four properties of a glorityed 


16 


Tueſday. Eafter 


body. 1. Of clarity, rendring it brighter than 
the Sun it {elf 2. Of Subcility, to penetrate the 
Sepulcher, and whatſoever other corporal ſubſtance. 
3. Of Agility, to more it ſelf to the remoteſt pla. 
ces in a moment. 4. Of Impoſlibility, fo as to he 
incapable of dying, or ſuffering any more. Being 
thus crowned —_ glory, he might ſay to his Eter- 
nal Father with Dawd, T hou haſt turned my mourn- 
7ng into joy unto me, thou haſt cut my [ack-cloth, and 
haſt compaſſed me with glzdneſs. 

Conſider 3. How the Eternal Father congratula- 
teth with his Son, as alſo do the Angels of Heaven, 
and the Fathers of Limbas, for the reunion of his 


'S) 
jon} 
to 


Bl, 29. 12, 


 &pec.5. x2. body ; all crying out as with one Voice, The Lamb 


that as ſlain is worthy to receive power, and divinity, 


and wiſdom, and ſtrength ang honour, and glory, and 


Pl117. 24. benediction. Join you with them, and lay, Thg 3 the 


day which our Lord made , let us rejoice and be glad 
therem. Learn hence that the Tribulations of the 
Rom. 8, 17, Juſt are but ſhort, but their glory everlaſting, and 
that if we ſuffer (with Chriſt) we ſhall alſo be glori- 


fied with him, 


Ot our Lords Apparitions, and how he ap- 
pearcd firſt to his Bleſſed Mother. 


Onſider r. Chrift three different ways maniteſt- 

ed his Refurre&tion. 1. By Saints, who aroſe 

in their bodics, and appeared to many. 2. By Ar- 
gels at the Sepulcher. 3. In his own perſon, ſh4v- 
ng himſelf alive in many arguments, for forty days ap- 
pearing, &c. Afﬀter the ſame manner, he is wont 
to maniteſt himſelf to his devout ſervants, by {pirt- 
tual men, by their Angel Guardians, and immedi- 
ately by himſelf; He that Ioverh me, &c. I wall love 
hits, and 231 jaanife} my ſelf to bim. Love him 
| therefore, 


Jo, 14, 27, 


i/ 


th 
Fc 


ler 
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therefore , that he may manifeſt himſelf alſo to 


Ol. | 
; Conſider 2. Chriſt firſt of all appeared to his B. 
Mother, according to the pious beliet ofthe Church ; 
chat ſhe who had drunk moſt of the bitter chalice of 
kis Paſſion, ſhould be the firſt in partaking the joy of | 
his Reſurre&tion, As you are partakers of the Paſſions, ſo 2 Cor. 1. ::, 
ſrall you be of the conſolation alſo. She did moſt cer- 
ainly believe, and moſt ardently expe& the hour 
of his Reſurre&ion, and ſaid with David, Ariſe my PE 55. 8. 
glory, ariſe pſalter and harp, and therefore ſhe was not 
truſtrated of her defire ; that you might learn both 
fervently to deſire Heavenly things, and withal pa- 
nently to expect the time. If he ſhall make tarriance, Habx. 2. 7: 
expecF him, becauſe coming he will come , and he will 
wt ſlack, and will recompence his delay. .. 

Conſider 3. What joy poſſeſſed the Mothers 
heart, when ſhe beheld her Son ?. What holy em- 
bracings paſled between them ? What was ſaid or 
done on both ſides 2 Doubtleſs the Holy Fathers 
Adam, Abraham, Moſes, David, and others, d1d _ py 
congratulate with the Virgin, and ſay, Thou Daugh- np nnoigg - 
ter art bleſſed of our Lord , for that by thee we have 
partaken the fruit of life. Do you likewiſe congratu- 
late with her, from your heart, and ſay with the _ 
Church, Rejoice thou Queen of Heaven Alelujah, be- Rev 
cauſe whom thou didſ? deſerve to bear Allelujab, is 
rien again as he ſaid Allelujah ,, Pray unto God for s 
Allelujah. 


Angels appear to the Women at the 
Sepulcher. Mar. 16. 1. 


ND wery early the firſ# of the Sabboths, they come 
A to the monument. Conltider 1. The devotion 
of theſe three Women. 1. They bought Spices, not 
| - ſparing 
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30s 20. Is 


Sap. I6, 28. 


Kai, 28. 3 


Wedneſilay. Paſtes 


{paring any coſt to perform the laſt Obſequies of 


their love, in annoyling the Corps of their Lord, 
2. For the ſame purpoſe they riſe very early, and 
hen it was yet dark. T.earn to ſpare no labour nor 
coſt in the ſervice of God, according to your ahi. 
lity : and that as the wiſe man ſayeth , Ie ought 
to prevent the Sun to bleſs God, and at the riſing of the 
light to adore him. See whether you be ſo early in 
the Morning employed in the Divine Service. 

Conſider 2. And they ſaid one to another, who ſhall 
roul 7s back the ſtone from the door of the monument ! 
Among their pious Diſcourſes in the way , they 
were in care about removing the ſtone; But no 
ſooner were they come, but they ſaw the ſtone rouled 
back. So we fancy to our ſelves many difficulties 
in the way of vercue and perfe&tion , which not- 
withſtanding when we come to practiſe, Almighty 
God doth facilitate unto us, and take away. And 
entering into the monument, they ſaw a young man. ſit- 
zing 0n the right hand. God rewardeth the Womens 
devotion with the Viſion of an Angel. And hs 
countenance was as lightning, and his garment as $n0w. 
Who would not wiſh to dwell with ſuch happy 
Company 2? 

Conſider 3. Be not diſmayed ; you feek F ESUS f 
Nazareth that 3s crucified. Among the titles of our 


Lord now in glory , 1s alſo ranked that of being 


Galat. 6.14. 
L CUL. 2. 2, 


Mat, 28. S- 


Crucifed, that you might learn with-the Apoſtle 
not to glory, ſaving in the Croſs of our Lord FESUS 
CHRIST, &c. Andeven not to know any thing 
but FESUS C HRIST, and him Crucified. Think 
what joy the holy Women were in, to hear that 
Chriſt was riſen, and how they ent forth quickly 
out of the monument with fear and great joy, running t0 


ret hys Diſciples. 
Chriſt 


\ 


wed ih AG Bo SS 3 HE i. ew, Win. to 
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Chriſt appeareth to Mary Magdalen, Jo. 20.11. 


N Ary ffood at the Monument without, weeping. 
Conſider the fervorous love of this pious 

Woman, and Conſtancy in perſevering {till at the 

Sepulcher , whereas the others returned back : 

whereby ſhe deſerved to fee our Lord before the 

reſt ; for as S. Gregory upon this place ſaith , The Gree. how. 

Vertue, value, or worth of @ good 201k zs perſeverance. TT om 

Learn hence how to ſcek our Lord, when by fin 

he is taken from you , or when by delolation he 

withdraweth himfclf; you muſt do it with ſighs, 

tears, and ardent love, whereby you will come to 

fud him whom your Soul loveth. Cant. 3. 4 
Conſider 2. Angels appear unto Aſzry, and ask 

her Woman 2Hy eepeſt thou ? but could not fatisfy 

her mind or affection ; for no Worldly comfort 1s 

able to content the Soul that truly ſecketh God. 

Then Chriſt himſelf appeareth , but firſt in the 

ſhape of a Gardiner, ſo as ſho knew him not, ſay- 

ing, Sir, if thou haſt carried him away, tell me where 

ou haſf laid him, and I will take him away. Great 

was the force of her love : She excepted no place; 

kared no danger, but was ready to ſeek her Lord 

upon any terms. See whether your love be ſuch. 
Conſider 3. FESUS ſaith to her, Mary. Our 

Lord doth often conceal his preſence, and ſeemeth 

oO be far off from his ſervants, when he is near at 

hand ; He conceals himſelf under a diſguiſe, the 

better to try our love and inflame our delires ; . but 

licovereth himſelf at laſt, and (as Sarah faid) after T9Þ 3: 328 

frars and weeping poureth in joyfulneſs. Beſcech our 

Lord, that he would vouchſafe to be fo intimate 

and familiar ' with you , as to call you by your 


name, and ſpeak ſo to your heart, thar you may 


F-4 come 


———A 


Cat, 2s 4. 


Lord in comforting his fervants, and taking from 


Friday. Eaſter 


come to know his Voice, and with B. Aogdaley, 
be more and more inflamed with his love. 


— A eo wax 


J | 

Our Lord appeareth to the other Women. . 
Mat. 28. 9. | #8 
I 


Onſider x. While the Holy Women , among 
whom probably was S. Mary Magdalen, were 
in their return from the Sepulcher to the City Chriſt 
met them in the way, and ſaluted them, ſaying, Al 
hail. Ponder here the great goodneſs of our Lord, 
affording comfort in a moſt ſeaſonable time, and ( 
not diſdaining the weaker Sex. Ponder alſo that 
word Al] hail, which the Angel Gabriel likewikY y 
uſed to the B. Virgin, and did work in their hears ,; 
what it did outwardly ſignify. O Lord fpcak fotoff (i 
my Soul. Let thy woice ſound in my ears, for thy wc G 
zs ſweet, and thy face comety. rc 
Conſider 2. But they came near , and took hold iffl 
his feet, and adored him. They were permitted to ye 
touch and kiſs his ſacred feet. O with what reve] þ1 
rence and joy of heart did they do it? In reward} 
of their good deſires of ancaling his ſacred Corp 
in the' Sepulcher , they were themſelves anointed 
with the oyl of gladneſs above their fellows. Leamy jv 
hence with what affections you ought to embrace, 4; 
not his feet, bur whole Chriſt in the Euchariſt, a fi 
often as you frequent it. Lay faft hold on yourſſ Qy 
Beloved, and let him not go from you , till Ie Þ: 
hath given you his blefling, as he did to Faced. 
_ Conſfider,, FESUS ſaid to them, Fear not, 9 
tell my brethren, &c. Admire the fweetneſs of our 


them all fear. ' Ponder thoſe words, Ay Brethren, 
bearing a' moft friendly and ſweet name ; He 


ter 
ey, 


Week. Saturday. 


who was now King of Glory , diſdained not to 
call poor ignorant Fiſhermen his Brethren. O 
what a happineſs it is to have ſuch a Brother ? 


I Love him therefore 25s your Brother, and put your 
cult in him; for if the Brother that is holper of pro. 18. 15. 
J Brother (as the Wife Man faith) as a frong City, 
J how much more he who 15 holpen of .luch a 


Brother 2 


Peter and Fohn go to the Sepulcher, and 
Our Lord appeareth to Peter. 


(COnider r. 'The devout Women relate what they 
had ſeen at the Sepulcher to the Diſciples thar 


were aſlerabled together : But it ſeemed before thenz Luc. 24+ 18, 


a; dotage ; for the Apoſtles were as yet fixed to fen- 
ible things, and were not enlightned by the Holy 
Ghoſt. So the Myſteries of the Crofts, and Refur- 
rcRion, ſeem no better than meer folly to the Wiſe 
men of chis Worlg. Beſcech our Lord to enlighten 
your darkneſs, that you may not dote ſo miſera- 
bly with the World. | 

Conſider 2. Peter and John more deſirous than 
the reſt of knowing the truth , ran to the Sepul- 
cher 5 entered in, looked throughly about , and 
found all as the Women had relared 5; bur neither 
Angels nor our Lord appeared unto them, for their 
turther tryal, and for that che relations of othefs 
ought to have ſufficed. By Foby is fignified 
Faith, by Peter Charity : with both we muſt 
kek Chriſt , if at any time he be taken from 
Us 


appeared (as is gathered out of S. Luke) unto Peter, 


who went away marvelling with himſelf at thas which 
| E A. _ 
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Conſider 3. On the ſame day afterwards Chriſt 199% 4.54 


Pf. 93. 19» 


T will. hear 


ye our 


"Lord God 
will ſpeak 
3n me, be- 
cauſe he will 
FTpeak peace 


awpon his 
people. 
Pl. 84. 9. 


Jer. 27. IT. 
If, 9.6. - 


Gal. 5, T7. 


Pl. 27. 4. 


Mich, 7. 6. 


Low-Sunday. { Week 


22s done. And, our Lord hath riſen indeed, and hath 
appeared to Simon. Thus our Lord would comfort 
him. T. Thathe might afterwards confirm others 
in the ſame belief. 2. Becauſe he had already blot- 
ted out the Sin of his denyal with due penance, 
and now deſerved to receive conſolation. 3. Be: 
cauſe of all the Diſciples he loved Chriſt moſt, 
and therefore conceived more grief than any for 
his death. Learn to bear Chriſt Company in his 
ſufferings, that you -may rejoice with him in hi 
Reſurrection. For, according to the multitude if 
my ſorrows in my heart, thy conſolations have mad: my 


Soul Toyful. 


Of Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chriſt as the Prince of Peace. 


Onſider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel, 
%— how Chriſt appeared unto the Apoſtles, and 
thrice imparted unto them his peace, ſaying, Peace 
be to you, Jo. 20. 19, For be # our peace (as the 
Apoſtle ſaith , Epheſ. 2. 14.) intending cogitations of 

eace , and not of affiition: and therefore among 
other titles , he is called by Iſaiah the Prince o 
Peace. 

Conſider 2. There are three ſorts of peice which 
we are to procure. 1x. With God. 2. With our 
Neighbour. 3. With our ſelves ; for the fleſh Juſteth 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh ; and 
therefore David ſaid, My bones have no peace : And 
a mans enemies (arc) they of his own houſhold, to wit, 
his own unlawful Appetites. This threefold Peace 
the Prince and Author of it will bring unto you in 
the Euchariſt, if you hinder not ; for the Euchs 
rift is properly a Pacifick Hoſt , between o 
an 


ufter Eaſter. 


Munday. | 219 
and us: The Simbole and band of Charity between 
us and our Neighbour : And laſtly, that which (as 


&. Cyril faith) doth reſtrain the raging Tyranny of our cy. tiv.4; 


members, and doth intrench 2s round about with perfec} ic 27. Jo, 


eace. Whence David laid, He hath ſet thy borders PE41. 149.3: 
jeace, and filleth thee with the fat of corn. 


- Conſider 3. Chrift brought Peace this day to the 


Apoſtles, 2yben the doors were ſhut, and they aſlembled 

together within, and in prayer. Theretore ſhut up 
carefully the gates of your ſenſes, and retire your ſelf 

within the inward cloſet of your heart ; and our 

Lord will give peace in your coaſts. You ſhall ſleep, and Levit.26.6, 
there ſhall be none to make you afraid, But above all, 

purge your ſelf throughly from fin: for, There i 10 16.48.22, 
peace to the impiorrs, ſaith our Lord. 


Our Lord appeareth to the Diſciples going to Luke 24.13. 


Emmaus, Part 1. 


(I I. Behold two of them went the ſame day 
into atown, &c, They went therefore on the 
rery day of the Reſurrection to a neighbouring 
Town or Village, and while they were diſcourſing 
together of our Lords Paffion, and of the reports 
and fignes of his Reſurreion, Chriſt joyned himlclf 
with them ; that you might learn how grateful un- 
to him are pious diſcourſes, eſpecially of his Paſlt- 


on. They knew not our Lord, becauſe they wa- 


rered in their Faith. Wherefore if you will un- : 
derftand divine things, you muſt firmly believe : 
or, (as 1/aiah ſaith) If you w:ll not believe, you ſhall not cg, +. 5; 
mdcrſtand. God is often with us at hand, and we Juxta 
. . Septuigs 
take no notice of him. 
Conſider 2. How {ſweetly Chrilt did infinuate 
himſelf to his Diſciples. 1/hat are theſe communica- 
tons that you confer one with another ? Like a Phyſt- 
= Clan 
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Greg. ]. I, 
Ep. 24» 


Mat.1Te12, 


\ Luke 24.30. 
SC 
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Cian he ſearches the wound toapply kis ſalve. They 
anſwered, Concerning FESUS of Nazareth, who 24 
a Man, a Prophet, mighty in work and word, befor, 
God and all the people. An honourable opinion of 
our Saviour. Such ought to be all thoſe that are: 
employed in gaining Souls, joyning action to their] 
words and exhortation, and teaching firlt by exam-| 
ple, what they are to preach by word of mouth, 
For that ſpeech doth more eaſily penetrate the hearts if 
the Auditours, which hath recommendation from the 0. 
ratours life, as St. Gregory ſaith. 

Contider 3. Thoſe words of Chriſt: Onght wt 
Chriſt to have ſuffered theſs things, and ſo to enter into 
hi glory? to wit, by his Paſſion. And what way 
will you enter, that {eek your own eaſe, convent: 
ence, and ſatisfaction in all things ? and cannot en- 
dureto ſuffer in the leaſt 2 Think how little you have 
ſuffered hithertoin Gods caufe ; and yet, The King- 
dom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the violent bear it 
away. | c 


Our Lord appeareth to the Diſciples, &c. I} | 


Part 2. 


Onfider x. How Chrift walketh with his Dilci- I ” 
ples, and explicateth unto them the myſteries 
of his Paſſion. O how their hearts were inflamed by 
the divine fire, which was ſo near them 2 So that C 
with good reaſon they might afterwards ſay, Was nw 
our heart burning in ns? &C. Aſigne therefore of Chrilts 
prefence in a Soul, is fervour ; if you be cold and 
without fervour, Chrift is not with you. 

Conſider 2. How the Diſciples being come to 
their journeys end, invite Chrift to take up with 
them. He makes as if he had further to go ; but 
they prevail with him to ftay. *In the ſame manner, 
- alchough 


Q Inq OS ay 
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though he defireth nothing more than to be with 


us, according to that, Ay delights ( are ) ro be with Prov.8.2:, 


the children of men, yet he loves to be intreated, and 
n a manner forced to it by earneſt Prayer. So Fa- 


© compelled the Angel : I will not let thee go, unleſs Gen22.26. 
thou bleſs me. So likewiſe the Cananean Woman, by Mat'5-25. 


fill urging on, after the firſt repulſe, obtained her 
Daughters cure. | | 

Conſider 3. Whiles he ſate at the table 1ith them, be 
wok bread, and bleſſed, and brake, and did reach to them. 
Whereupon, 7 heir eyes were opened, and they knew him. 


Thefe fgnal actions, and the fingular effects of no- Author 


ifying Chriſt, ſhew that it was a Sacramental enter- 


ainment ( as alſo the Holy Fathers do generally B 
teach.) The Souls of the faithful and worthy Re- 148. tic. 


ccivers are truly enlightened by the breaking of the 
Euchariftical Bread, their Eyes opened to ice, ac- 
knowledge, andlove the infinite goodnefs of the Au- 
thor. Chriſt having thus difcovercd himielt, pre- 
kntly diſappeareth ; for he would nor have us en- 
ertain our ſelves over-long, even in ſpiritual confo- 
ations, but betake our ſelves to our Employments: 
and therefore the Dilciples r//-mg up the ſame hour, 
went back into Ferufalem, and related with great joy 
what had happened. 


Chriſt appeareth to his Difctples gathered toges Jo. 2+.19. 


ther, St. Thomas being abſent. Part 1, 
Onſider 1. When it was late that day, 8&c. And the 
doors were ſhut, FESUS came and ſtood im the 
midſt, &c. This is the fixth apparition wherewith 
Chriſt was pleaſed to comtort his friends on the ve- 


ry day of his Reſurce&tion : That all might be filled ifgh,66,1x. 


o the breaſt of bis conotation, and flow with delights in 
all 


——— _— 
————_ — 
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22.2 


Cant.4. I 2, 


Pals 4. 7» 


Luke 24.42, 


De bon. 
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all manner of his glory. But here he appeareth 
x. Late in the evening, that you ſhould learn t 


expect our Lord with patience and Longanimity, 


2, He entered, the doors being ſhut, to Jthew the 


ſubtilty wherewith his body, now in glory, was ex 
dowed. Do you in like manner ſhut the doors 9 
your ſenies. You muſt be a garden incloſed, a four: 
tain ſealed up, if you deſire to entertain Chrilt. 3. HeW/ 
ſtood in the middle, as a Shepherd amidft his Flock”? 
as a Maſter among'his Diſciples, and as the Sun in 
the middle of the World. Stand thus, O Lord, in 
che center of my Soul, tzeding, teaching, and illy. 
minating her. _ : 

Contider 2. He ſaith to them, Peace be to you. He 
wiſheth them not plenty of Riches, nor Honours, ('® 
nor the like, but Peace, and this with God, within 
themſelves, and amon& one another. Learn to prize 
and purchaſe this Peace, before all worldly wealth; 
and beſeech our Lord, That the peace of God, hich 
paſſeth all underſtanding, keep your heart and Intelligence 


Conſider 3. To confirm them the more, he ask- 
eth whether they have any thing to eat, And they 
offered him a piece of fiſh broiled, and a honey-comb, and MW" 
he did eat thereof. Chriſt doth often ask of you 
ſome think toeat : for, The Word of God ( as St. Am- 
broſe laith ) feedeth upon the wertues of our Souls, You 
are as a fiſh \wimming in the main Sea of this World, I" 
all wet and flabby with the vanities thereof: Be I” 
therefore broyled with the fire charity, and ſeafon- £Y" 
ed with the Honey of Devotion, that you may le 
make up a diſh fit tor our Lords Table. 


frer Eaſter. Thurſday. 


' together, &'c. Part 2. 


Onſider x. How after he had eaten he ordained 
his Diſciples as Miſſionants, Doors, and Pa- 
fors of his Flock ; but firſt repeateth, Peace be unto 


nong themſelves, in Apoftolical men. As my fa- 
- Miter hath ſent me, Talſo do ſend you. That is, withthe 
ime Authority that my Father ſent me, I alfo ſend 
jou 3 and as my Father ſent me into the World 
ot to ſeek my eaſe andpleaſure, but to take pains, 
ad ſuffer afflictions, after the ſame manner I ſend 
jou, that you may learn hence what things Apoſto- 
cal men ought to be lovers of. . 

Conſider 2. When he had ſaid this, he breathed, and 
: (aid to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Our Lord 
ould have given it without breathing on them, but 
it would uſe this ceremony, that you might learn 
reverence the like ceremonies ofthe holy Church ; 
br likewiſe by means of them is conferred the 
foly Ghoſt, and his Grace, which is done either 
q Wi vertue of the work it {elf, or in reſpect of the 
n Wicrics and diſpoſition of the perſon that worketh. 
;- Mikſcech our Lord that he would in like manner 
n Micath upon you, inſpiring you with his divine Spi- 
1, Fit. Say wich the Spouſe in the Canticles, Core 


e Wirth 212d, blow through my garden, and let the aro- Cant.4.16; 


"E natical Sprces thereof flow ; that is, all manner of 
y ſertne. 

J Conſider 3. Whoſe ſins you ſhall forgive, they are 
imiven, &c. Ponder the dignity and power ex- 
relſed and conferred in theſe words. He gave not 
like to the Prieſts of the old Law, nor to the 

>} Fogels themſelves. Beſides, he did not contine it 
TO 


Tafſſ'»; to ſhew how neceflary Peace and Union is a- 
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Chriſt appeareth to his Diſciples gathered jo. cp; 


Zach.13.1, 


Fo.20, 26, 


 -. . wh 
to any determinate number or quality, either of Sins 
or of Prieſts, but would have it general for all, byſſy 


the Sacrament of Confeſſion, to ſhew the Riches offi 


his Bounty. Give him thanks for ſo great a bene 
fit, and ſo eaſie.a remedy of your fins. For this is 

truly a fountain lying open to the houſe of David, and tlfy, 
the Iahabitauts of Teruſalem, for the abfelution of thin 


ſinner, and of the menſtruons woman. 


Chriſt appeareth to his Diſciples when 
St. Thomas was preſent. 


eps ider I. The great incredulity of St. Thom 
and how he came to fall into it. 1. He wa 
ſingular, and a part from the reft, when J E SU, 
appeared. 2. He ſtubbornly rejze&ed what the « 
thers alledged in 2" of the Reſurrection ( 
3- He preſumptuouſly preſcribed God the mean 
without which he would not believe. Unleſs T ſee 1 

his bands the print of his nails, &c. I will not believ p 


' 4 He perlifted in that obſtinacy eight whole day 


notwithſtanding the per{waſions and endeavours ol: 
them all, and probably of the B. Virgin her ter 
See you be not ſingular; and learn how dangerotke+ 
a thing it is, wilfully to be ruled by ones own judgMim; 
ment, and not to yield to others. | 

Conſider 2. Chrifts goodneſs, like a good PaltYhe; 
ſeeking after his loſt Sheep. He returneth thei, 
tore, he entereth again, the doors being ſhut ; he Spe 
luteth as before, and turning to Thomas, rebukes hiifok« 
not, nor reprehends him, but ſweetly calls him hc 
himfelf, in theſes words : Put m thy finger hither, aff 
fee my hands, and bring hither thy hand, and put it hs «© 
my ſide, and be not incredulous, but faithful, O hal C 
was his heart inflamed, when he put his hand | bet 

the 
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nsMthoſe burning furnaces of love! In like manner 
bylought yours to be inflamed, as often as you receive 

offlim in the Holy Euchariſt, if you were not wholly 
1flinſenſible, and colder than the very Ice. T2 

5F Conſider 3. The admirable Confeffion-of St. Tho 

mas : My Lord, my God. He acknowledgeth him 

re Man, and true God ; expreffing his humane 

ture in the firſt word; and his divine nature in 

he other. Ponder with your ſelf theſe titles ; and 

keing he is your Lord, carry your felf not as your 

wn man, but as his; and for that he is allo your 

God, fee that you yield him due Worſhip and Ho- 

tour. Say with the Prophet, To thee, O Lord, Iwil palrg.s 
, and I will pray to my God. And, Lord my God, * 3 | 
vallfir ever I will confeſs to thee. id 


) 
| t 
7108 


Of Chriſts Wounds ſhewed to St. Thomas, 
remaining in his Glorious Body. 


Onfider x. Our Lord out of his goodneſs would 
retain the marks of his Wounds, and the very 
oles of the Nails, for divers ends. 1. To fſtreng- 
ten his Diſciples and us in the belief of his Reſur- 
ofttion ; demonſtrating thereby that it was the 
me Body that roſe, and that was before nailed to 
te Croſs. 2. In ſign of his Victory and Triumph 
\Srer the World, according to that, Have confidence, Jo16 32: 
bave overcome the world. 3. That they might be 
 Wperpetual meworial of his love towards us, to pro- 
dke us to return our love, and to ſutter for him : | 
hence St. Paul ſaid , 1 bear the marks of aur Lord Gal.6.17, 
JESUS mu my body 3 to wit, by continual mortity- 
rs the fleſh. 
Conſider 2. He retained them. 4. To ſhew 
aat care he would have have of us in Heaven, ac- 
cording, 
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{C.49-15,16. cording to that of Taiah , Why, can a woman forget 
her infant ? - &c. Tet will not T forget thee : Behold, [ 

have written thee in my hands. 5. That he might 

preſent them to his eternal Father,pleading tor us as 

PRLgz.10e, our Advocate: Whence it is, that David ſaid, 
Behold, O God, our prote&or, and look upon the face of 


tby Chriff.. .. 


Conſider 3. He kept them, that they niight be as 
ſo many Fountains and Rivers of his Grace ana. 
vours, 'like to thole Fountains which watered all 

1.12.3 Paradiſe. Whence the Prophet ſaid, Tu ſhall draw 
waters 1n joy out of the Sawiours fountains. 7. That 
they might be an univerſal refuge in alt our aftl- 

PELT03.1S, tions, according to that, The Rack a refuge for the 
Irchins, that is, ſinners. For the Rock, as the Apoſtle 
faith, 4s ChriſtT. As often therefore as you are af 


[6L.2.10. flicted, betake your ſelf to theſe Wounds. Enter into 
the Rock (with Taiah) and be hid in a pit, inthe ground, 
from the fare of the fear of our Lord; Abide with the 


Cant-2,T4. Spoule in the Canticles, Iz the holes of the Rock, in the 
hollow places of the wall. | 

- Fon | Of Holy Communion. 

and nothing | ' 

= come V Conſider Chriſt as a Good Paſtour. 

me : in the Eh 

Fs pa (Onſider 1. What Chriſt faith to day in the Go. 

he hath pla- {pel : I am the good: Paſtor, Jo. 10. 11. Ponder 


PEt.2z.2 how well this title agreeth with him. A good Pa- 


 Gexu31.40. ftour was Facob, who ſaid of himſelf, Day and night 


1 2was parched with heat, and with froſt, and ſleep dis 
flie from mine eyes: But much better was Chriſt, 
who after thirty three years heats and colds, laſtly 
laid down his life for his Sheep, and himſelf be- 


thi.53.7, COME as @. ſheep, was led to ſlaughter. But what 


Shepherd 
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| Munday.' 
Shepherd,-did ever- feed his ſheep with his own 


Biioud 2 Tha did Chriſt,- to raiſe and make them 


fit for Heaven ; ,He gave them his body and bloud 


for meat and drink. Who: would not wiſh to be 


fed by fuch a Paſtor? — . - 
 Confider. 2, This Paſtor will come to you to 


dy in the Holy Euchariſt, to take care of you; to 


feed, to cheriſh, and to defend you from the Infec- 
nal Wolves. \For there is, na part..of a Shepherds 


== __ 
2% : 
% 
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Office which he.doth not moft, willingly perform. - 


Therefore he faith by the Prophet. Bebold I my felf £*< 453 
will feek my ſheep, and will viſit them as the Paſtor vi-. pg 

Bf #erh bis flock, 8&0. In the moſt, plentiful paſtures will I 

fted hem, &Cc.”. That which: was loſt I will ſeek, and 


that which was caſt away Invill bring; again , and that 


Bl hich 225.broken 1 will bind ups, end, that which 2was 


weak I ill ſtrengthen, and that which was fat and 


frong I will, keep ; and will feed them in Fuigment, 


Ponder each particular ; for all is.tull of pith. 

Conſider 3... Seeing you are a iheep endowed 
with reaſon, you mult be careful.thac nothing be 
in you. that may be ungrateful to the-Eyes.. of this 
your Paſtor 3 wherefore waſh your ſelf from the 
durt and filth of ſin, that you may appear in his 
light with a pure and clean fleece. Beſides, 14 
ſheep (faith he) Hear my voice. Hear therefore and 
obey him diligently , that you may deſerve to re- 
main for ever in his fold, | _. 


% 


Our Lord appeareth to the ſeven Diſciples that je. .,, « 


wete fiſhing. Part 1. 


Onfider x. There were together Simon Peter, and 
Thomas, and Nathaniel, ec. Peter inviting 

them to fiſhing, they all ſhew a readineſs to accom- 
pany him: Ie alſo come with thee ; teaching us __ 
: y 


Ja. Io, 27, 
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T Cor. 3: 7. 


Prov. 21:28, 


Miinday. © J-Week 
by what union and concord ovght to be-amof 
Evangelical Labourers in the fiſhing for Souls.” They 
go a fiſhing, both for the relief-of theit-wBverty 
and want, and to avoid Kleneſs ; - that'yotkmight 
learn to eſteem the one, and ſhun-the other. 
Conſider 2. How-that night they took nothing, 
So all humane induſtry wharldever, of it {elf is in 
vain, without the divine concurrance. Unleſs our 
Lord build the Houſe; thty have Iaboured in van that 
bnild it. This hath' place chiefly in' the gaining of 
Souls 5 that yjou- ſhotild learn not to: truſt to your 
own abilities, ' bat-to place all your hopes of ſuc- 
cels-in the divine affiftance. Neither he that planteth 
zs any thing, nor he that watereth ; but he that giveth 
the increaſe, God. Obſerveikewile thatin the night” 
of fin nothing is to be'taken,: in order to Eternal 
Life ; but all our labour, though otherwiſe never 
ſo good, during that ftate (as to merit) 15 wholly 
Confider 3. How 5vhen morning as n0W come, 
FESUS ſtood on-the ſhore, yet the Diſciples knew not 
that if was FESU'S. So he often is at hand in 
our neceſſities, though we mind him not. Then 
he asketh whether they have any -meat, | though he 
knew they had not 5 becauſe he will have us ac- 
knowledge our wants, before he beſtoweth his gitts. 
Laſtly he biddeth them caf# the Net on the right ſide 
of the Boat ; and having obeyed, now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fiſhes, in reward 
of their Obedience ; that you might learn alſo to 
tollow and obey the councels- of your Superiours. 
For, An obedient man (faith Solomon) ſhall ſpeak 
Vicory. - 


_ Our 


after Eaſter: Tueſday, 


Our Lord appeareth to the ſeven Diſciples that jo. zr. 7: 


were fiſhing. Part 2. 


CYNOnſider x. Fob» knowing it to be Chriſt, by 
the miraculous draught of fiſh undoubtedly 
pronounceth, 1 i our Lord. And Peter preſently 
in all haſt flingeth himſelf into the Sea, to \wim un- 
to lim. In Fobn is expreſſed the light of the Con- 
templative Life, which is quick ſighted to know 
our Lord, and to point him out to others. In Pe- 
ter is figured the tervour of the Adtive Life which 
is always forward upon works of Piety. Give your 
ſelf to both, that by Contemplation you may come 
to know the Divine Will, and by Action you may 
effectually pur it in practice. 
Conſider 2. Our good Lord had prepared a Din- 
n#® for them (probably) by the hands of Angels, 
againlt they were come on ſhore. For After they 
came down to land, they ſaw hot Coals lying, and fiſh 
laid thereon, and bread, Obſerve how lovingly he 


invites them, ſaying, Come dine, &c. And himſelf Mat. it. 22: 


diſtributes the Bread among them. In like manner 
he invites us all to partake of his fulneſs. Come ye to 
me all that labour, and are burdened , and I wit re- 
freſh you. Wonderful is the care and providence 
of God over his Servants, that you may learn to 
caſt your care upon our Lord, for he will nouriſh thee. 
Conſider 3. If it be your calling to fiſh for Souls, 
you muſt be ſure to caſt your Net on the right 
lide, by a right and pure intention, only ſeeking 
the glory of God, and gain of Souk: not on the 


lefr, ſeeking your own temporal profit. The Apo- Bern, Egs 
ftles (laith S. Bernard) did ſpread their Nets to catch 


fiſh, not Gold , nor Sifver. See that you do the 


bks. 
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Our Lord commits his Sheep to Petrex. 


Ha-emes 1. How preſently after they were re- 
freſhed : Chriſt intending to make Perer his 
Vicar, and to commit unto him the care of 'his 
Flock, queſtions him firſt about his love towards 
him, and that thrice,. one after another , ſaying, 
Simon of John, Joweſ# thou me more thar' theſe? to 
teach us how well grounded he muſt be in Chrifts 
love, whoſoever undertaketh the government of 
Souls, for the undergoing with courage and reſo- 
lution the labours which: accompany that charge, 
Examine your ſelf, whether you hare a ſufficient 
ſtock of love to diſcharge your duty in this point, 
according to your calling. 


Conſider 2: What Chriſt ſaid , feed my ſhgp. 


Ponder what it is to feed, and how it is to 


done. For it is the ſame as to further them to 
wards their Eternal Like, by Preaching the word 
of God, by adminiſtration of Sacraments, and by 
the Example of a good Life. Let ſuch of this cal- 
ling take heed they be not of the number of thoſe, 
whom our” Lord ſpeaks of by his Prophet, Yo to 
the Paſtors of T'rael, &c. Yiu did.eat the milk, ani 
2ere covered with the wooll, and that which was fat 
you killed, but my flock yowr fed not. 

Contider 3. Our Lord foretold Peter his death, 
and manner thereof, which he was to ſufter for his 
fake, as a certain pledge of their mutual love, that 
you might learn to eſteem ſuch ſufferings , and 
death it ſelf as tokens of Gods love, and ſpeci fa- 
vour towards you, as truly they are : Therefore 
the Prophet ſaid (according to the Septuagint) 
Who are weed from milk, expett tribulation upon tri- 
ation, hope upon hope, &C. hat is, you who are 

COme 


eþ 


after Eaſter. Thurſday. 


come to mans eſtate in Virtue and perfe&ion, ex- 
pect tribulation upon tribulation ; that you may 
deſerve for your reward hope upon hope. 

{ 
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Our Lord appeareth to all the Diſciples on M:.28. 1s, 


the Mount. 


Onſider r. The unſpeakable Goodneſs of our 
Lerd, who that he might comfort his Friends 

to the full, appointed them to repair to a Moun- 
rain of Gallile, where they might all ſee him at 
once. For probably this was that famous Appart- 


tion, of which S. Paul mentioneth. Then was he x Cor. 15,6. 


ſeen of more than frue hundred Brethren together. Think 
with what fervour they all went to ſee our Lord. 
O that you would come with the like , to receive 
him in the Holy Euchariſt. | 
Conſider 2. How our Lord appearing untothemn, 
comforted, and confirmed them in their Faith, and 
among other things, ſaid unto them, Al. power zs 
truen 0 me in Heaven, and in Earth. He had the 
Rows Power from all Eternity as God : but received 
it now due to him as Man, in reward of his me- 
rits and ſufferings. Rejoice that fo great power is 
repoled in him, who loves you ſo intirely. How 


well may you aſſure ſelf of his Protection, and fay ,. . : 


with the Prophet, If camps ſtand together againſt 
me, my heart ſhall not fear. If battel riſe up againſt 
me, in this will I hope. | 

Conſider 3. It tolloweth. Going therefore teach ye a 
Nations, baptizing them, 8c, Where he inlticutec 
the Sacrament ot Baptiſm , in place of Circumci- 
tion. And as that was the door or entrance in the 


antignt Law, ſo is Baptiſm in the new ; but wich 
CF 3 | Fat 


Jac. 2. 10. 
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Wef- 21, 12- 


vance of all the Commandments, Teaching them to 
obſerve all things, 8c. For Whoſoever offendeth in one, 
7s made guilty of all, Therefore (David laid) I was 
direFed to all thy commandments ; all wicked way 1 
have kated. Do you the like. 


Of other Apparitions within the 
torty days. 


Onfider x. How our T.ord (as S. Luke faith) 
Shewed himſelf alive after his Paſſion in many ar- 
guments, fer forty days appearing, &c. So long would 
our Bleſſed Lord remain with them, to confirm 
them the more in the belief of his Reſurrection. 
And during that time, although he was ever pre- 
ſent with them after an inviſible manner, yet viſibly 
he appeared only at times ; that fo like a tender 
Mother, he might uſe them by degrees to more ſo- 
id, though harder fare, to wit, the want of his 
corporal preſence. | 
Conſider 2. How in theſe Apparitions (faith 
Saint Luke) he ſpake of the Kingdom of God. Nor of 


vanities, or curioſities, or of things delightful to | 
ſenſe, nor of news, nor of other Worldly trifles ; | 


but of purchaſing the Kingdom of God ; and that 
by Sufferings and Tribulations, by mortifications 
of our ſelves and violence ; according to that, The 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the wiolent 


bear it away. Learn hence to treat willingly of Hea- 


venly things. Moreover , it is like our Lord in 
that time did teach the Apoſtles thoſe things, which 


they 


Friday. II Week 


far greater advantages of grace, &c. Obſerve like- 
wiſe that Baptiſm, or Faith alone, ſufficeth not to 
Salvation, and that there is alſo required the obſer. 


after Eaſter. Saturday. 
| they afterwards delivered to the Church by Tradi- 
tion. Beleech our Lord that he would vouchiafe 
to converſe with you in the ſecret Cloſet of your 
heart, and there inſtru& you in his Law. Say with 
. the Prophet, Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, teach me thy 

uſt ifications. | 

Conſider 3. And refie& ſcriouſly upon your ſelf, 
how often God hath ſpoken within your heart, 
concerning the Kingdom of God ; moving you 
both to the defire and purchaſe thereof, by works 
of Perfe&ion, of Charity, of Humility, of Tem- 
perance, and the like. And you have not heard 
his voice. Liſten therefore to him hereafter, leaſt 
perhaps he bring npon you thoſe Plagues of which 
Moſes, Our Lord ſhall increaſe thy plague, &C. Great 
plagues and continuing, ſore infirmities aud perpetual, 
8C. Becauſe thou heardſ# not the woice of our Lord thy 
God. 


Of divers Circumſtances of Chriſts 
Apparitions. 


Onſider x. Diverscircumſtances of theſe Appa- 
ritions, which were made after the Refurreci- 

on ; for that almoſt the like do daily happen in the 
interiour Viſitation of the Soul. 1. Theſe Appari- 
tions were not of continuance, but ſhort and by fits, 
and more or leſs frequent, according to the difpoſi- 
tion and fervour of detire in the parties. The ſame 


order our Lord obſerveth with a devout Soul, com- 


municating himſelf unto her, not always, or with- 


out intermiſſion ; but at times, and by fits only. In-. 


fame your ſelfwith his love,that you may the oftner 


enjoy him, and be ableto ſay with the Spouſe. If you Cant. 5. 8 | 


ſhall find my beloved tell him that I languiſh with love. 


_ Conſider 2. He appeared for the molt part uncx- 
Q4 pecteuly, 
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Sunday. 
pe&edly, and as ſuddenly he withdrew himſelf; 
and commonly made but a ſhort ſtay ; whereby 
he nouriſhed in them a defire of himſelf In the 
ſame manner he vifits the faithful Soul. Whence 

- = faith S. Bernard. There may in this life be joy and con- 

—_ tent in the ſpouſes preſence, but not ſatiety. Therefore 
do not expect to have your fill here, but let it ſuffice 


234 


you to have a taſte only of the joys of his divine 


Pl, 16: 15. preſence. You ſhall be filled (with David) when his 


glory ſhall appear. | 
_ Conſider 3. The time and place were different. 
S0 it is in the interiour Viſits of the Soul, which 
happen ſometimes in Prayer, ſometimes in reading, 
at other times in midſt of buſineſs and affairs. For 


Jo, 3.8» The ſpirit breatheth where he ill. Laſtly, at ſome- 
times he appeared in a diſguiſe, as he did to Mary 
Azgdalen, and the two Diſciples going to Emmars, 
ſometimes in his own ſhape and figure, at other 
times again he made himſelf known only by An- 
gels. In the ſame manner he manifeſteth himſelf 
to us, now immediately by himſelf, and that ap- 
parently, now again by our Superiours, Preachers, 
&c. Beſeech him to open your Eyes , that you 
may know him , in what manner ſoever he ſhall 
pleaſe to ſhew himſelf to you. Say with the Spouſe, 

Cant. 7. 7» Shew me where thou feedeft, where thou Iyeſt in the 

mid-day. - | SE 

TY Of Holy Communion. 

fort Sion, 

-——-»inap vs A Conſider Chriſt as the Comſorter of our Soul. 

of, 2nd he 

ge: wy Onfider r. What is read in this days Goſpel. 

delicacies, T will fee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, 


"3 and your joy no man ſhall take from you, Jo. 16. 22. 
27. -3- 29. Think how many are the tribulations of the Fuſt in. 
| this 
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after Eaſter. ' Munday. 2F; 
this life, from within, and without : That all the 
&lights of this World are but vain and empty, and 
that there is not any ſolid comfort or joy to be ta- 
ken in any thing but in God alone, who therefore 
by St. Paul 1s ſaid to be the God of all comfort, ho 2 Cor.1.z, 
comforteth as in all our tribulation. 

Conſider 2. Chrift in the Euchariſt is properly 
the comforter of ' the afflicted. Therefore David, Plu.22.5. 
Thou haſt prepared in my ſight a table againſt them that 
trouble me. And, My chalice inebriating, how gooaly 
£ it 2 Forthe Holy Euchariſt is a Torrent of Plea- 
ſure, a River flowing with Sweetneſs, an Ocean of 
piritual Delights, inebriating the mind with un- 
heakable Sweetneſs, according to that of the Pſalm, 
Thou haſt wifited the Earth, and haſt inebriated it 5 thou Pſal.64.10, 
baſt multiplied to inrich it. If it doth not inebriate, 
nor inrich you, it is a ſign you are not ſufficiently 
diſpoſed. 

Conſider 3. The neceſſary diſpoſition to enjoy this 
ſweetneſs, and thele ſpiritual comforts, is, 1. A per- 
{e& grief for your fins: for, According to the multi- Pal.g3.15, 
tude of my ſorrows in my heart, ({aith David ) thy con- 
folations have made my ſoul joyful. 2. An averſion and 
bathing of the World, with a hunger and longing 
dfire of heavenly things. Theretore our Lord ſaith 
by Feremy, T have inebriated the weary ſoul, and every Jer.31-25. 
hungry foul T have filled. Come therefore confident- 
ly with theſe, that you may ſuck and be filled of the 1hi.b6. ur, 
tea of (his) conſolations. 


Of the Benefit of Creation. Part 1. 


NOnſider x. What you were before God created 
you. As to your Soul, you were quite no- 
thing ; as toyour Body, little better : for that which 


you have from your PAents, how eaſily might _ 
ave 


Bout. 32. 13, 
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have hindred and turned it into ſome other fit 


ſtance ? Therefore out of his meer goodneſs, with 


out any merits of yours, among innumerable othe 
creatures, which he could have produced inſtead i 


you, he decreed to take you out of the abyſs of youl 
nothing, and to beſtow upon you the form or be 


ing, not of a Stone or Tree, or of ſome brute Beaf 
bur of Man. Behold [aith our Lord, as clay in th 
band of the Petter ſo are you in my hand. 


Confider 2. The Excellency of your Soul, whi | 
God hath placed in your body. 1.It is a Spirit likgh 


unto the Angels, and God himſelf, that you ſhoul 


learn to regard qnely ſpiritual things, and not hun 
ſo wretchedly as you do, after corporal pleaſury 


and riches. 2. It is immortal, and cannot be 
{troyed by any created power. See therefore that 


as you are immortal by Nature, you be likewiſe fl 


by Grace : for the death of the Soul is ſin. 


Conſider 3. The noble Powers wherewith Gol 


hath endowed your Soul ; chiefly the Memory 


Will, and Underſtanding ; alſo the Prerogative dl 


Free Will, whereby you are Lord and Maſter | 
your own actions. Likewiſe a capableneſs of Wi 
dom, Grace, and the like. Think what you ma 
return to your Creator for all theſe benefits ; x 
leaſt return him theſe ſame again without blemiſh 
and take heed you come not to ſuffer that reproach 
God that begat thee thou haſt forſaken, and haſt forgit 
ten our Lord thy Creator. 


Of the Benefit of Creation. Part 2. 


 Hnpmnry i. The many benefits that are dilcoWlli 
vered in the compoſition of your body : Tiſi« 
fob 10.2, hands have made me ((aith Fob) and jramed me who, 


round about, 8c. Thou haſtyas milk milked me, ani 


Cir at 


mnrer 
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ded me as cheeſe, &c. See with what variety of 
&:mbers, ſenſes, and neceſlary inſtruments and 
onveniencies for the exerciſe of its ſeveral Functi- 
ms, God hath furniſhed you ; how admirably and | 
fly he hath diſpoſed all things in their due place Ws 1 
nd order; fo that in the whole Fabrick nothing | 
an be found either ſuperfluous, or wanting, or dil- | 
xdered. Hence David with reaſon cryeth out, Thy Pl.r;8 6. Wl | 
nowledge is become marvellons of me 5 that is, ( as St. tame ll | 
gi] expoundeth ) out of the {tructure of my body, I | 
ji is made great, and 1 cannot reach to it. 

Conſider 2. How every member of your body is 
; particular benefit of God : "Think how it would 
be with you, if you ſhould want your eyes, your 0 
mngue, or hand, or any other member; how much | Wi! 
ould you eſteem your {elf bound to him that ot 
hould reſtore any ſingle one of theſe that had been HF 
oft 2 How much more grateful then ought you to | | | 
&z to God, who hath beſtowed them all upon you, | 
hole and entire 2 See therefore you do not abuſe me 
heſe ſame benefits, tothe diſpleaſure and diſhonour | 
t your Creator, by exhibiting your members to ſerve Rom.6.19, I 
cleanneſs, and iniquity to iniquity, rather thanto ſerve | 
vftice ( as the Apoltle admonitheth ) unto Sandtifi- | 
i103, 

Confider 3. How uſt a thing it is, that he who 
hath created your whole ſelf, ſhould likewiſe whol- 
and entirely poſſeſs you : For, as the Apoſtle 
hich, J/bo planteth a Vine, and eateth not of the f#uit x cor.g.q, 
tereef 2 God hath planted you as a choice Vine in 
lis Vineyard: yield him therefore the fruits there- 
«, fruits of Piety, Charity, Patience, and of other | 
like Yertues. All that you have ({aith St. Bernard) you Bern. de || 


we it him, of whom you nave tt. owned il 


% Of 


AQ.17.28, 


Aug. in 
Solilog. 
Cap. 18, 


' ment of your life ; for unleſs he did preſerve ye 
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Of the Benefit of Conſervation. Part x. 


C*Onſfider 1. The greatneſs of this benefit. 3} 
creation alone, God gave you your ſelf þ 
once ; by conſervation, he doth the ſame every m: 


you would immediately return to your own nothing 
The Noon-beams have not ſo ftrict a dependang 
of the Sun, as you have of God. If therefore off 
that ſhould hang by a {mall thread held in anothai 
hand ready to fall from a high "Tower into a ace: 
Pit, (if the thread ſhould be let go) would not da 
to revile or injure him that held the thread ; ho 
dare you that depend immediately on the hand Þ: 

God, provoke him by fin, to let go the thread of 
concurrence, and your life ? 
Conſider 2. As you cannot live without God, 
neither can you, though living, exerciſe any aGiof 
of lite, without his ſpecial concurrence, not 
much as to move a hand, or open your eyes, 
utter a word, or do the leaſt thing : For ( as Sainf 
Paul ſaid) in him we live, and move, and be. When 
dt. Auguſtin, You oblige me to you, Lord, every ml 
ment, while every moment you afford me your large i 
nefits. | | lo jo 
Conſider 3. God doth not barely preſerve youſpeceſ! 
life, but withal defends it trom innumerable eviſfire 
and miſeries which others ſuffer ; ſo that others mſuinat 
ſeries are your benefits. Think with your ſelf wh{Meat 
you are not, as many others are, blind, deaf, dumifcligt 
lame, and oppreſſed with a thouſand diſeaſes anfith | 
inhrmities; why not ſlain by Sword, conſumed bom: 
Fire or Water, or daſhed in pieces by ſome ruins, / 
and the like. God hath delivered you from alſjo: »o, 
tnele misfortunes, that being 1o highly _——_— with | 
I} 
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Fuſt ice before him, all the days of your life. 


| Of the Benefit of Conſervation. Part 2. 


ſervation, hath not onely removed evils from 
ou, ( as we have ſeen) but alſo, as a moſt indul- 
ent Father, hath abundantly provided you both 
mth neceſſaries, and all uſeful conveniences. He 
h furniſhed this lower World for you, as a Houſe 
) dwell in, and hath adorned it with the Sun, 


ath ſtored it with all manner of living Creatures 
'r your uſe. In fine, whatſoever flouriſheth in 
ardens, walketh in the Fields, ſwimmeth in the 
aters, flyeth in the Air, or ſhineth in the Heavens, 


lim 2 8ZC. T hou haſt [ubjetted all things under hs feet, 
i ſheep and oxen: Moreover, alſo the beaſts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and fiſhes of the ſea, that walk the 
ths of the fea. 

Conlider 2. How God, not content to have pro- 
ided all theſe Creatures for your uſe, vouch(afeth 
lo joyntly to concur with them : for ſeeing he hath 
cceſſary influence into all their actions, with the 


inates you, with the Air he refreſhes you, with 
Meat and Drink he feeds you, with the Flowers he 
klights you ; and ſo of the reft. Wherefore ſay 


oment of all my life, wherein 1 do not enjoy your bene- 
ts, ſo ought there not to be any moment wherem I have 


0 not before my eyes by remembrance, and love you not © 


vith my whole ſtrength. 
Conſider 


Onfider r. Almighty God for your better pre- 


oon, and Stars, for your benefic and delight, and 


Fire he doth truly warm you, with the Sun he illu- 


£39 
im for his benefits, 76 might ſerve him in Holwieſs Luke 74.75% 


$all for you. What x man, that thou art mindful of Plal.8.9.&8. 


ith St. Auguſtin, As there is not any hour, Lord, or Aug. In $0. 
ilog. C15: 


- _—_— —— + eo 
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Conſider 3. Other benefits of God appertaining 
particularly to the mind ; ſuch as are good Educz 
tion, care of Parents and Superiours, counſel and 
example of the Virtuous, the endowments of Know. 
ledge, Arts and Sciences, together with the conve. 
.niencies of this life, and that perhaps with little care 
or labour of your own, which many others cannot 
get without ſweat of brow, and hazard ofcentimes 


PGal.rxs,z- Of Soul. Think therefore hat you ſhall render to 


our Lord for all things that he hath rendered to you. He 


Prov.23.26, deſires nothing but your ſelf: My Son ( faith he) 


give me thy heart. 


_ Of the benefit of Redemption. Part 1. 
(cOnider x. That you may the better underſtand 


the greatneſs of this benefit, ponder what a 
miſery it is to live in ſlavery, under ſome cruel Ty- 
rant, where you are to endure perpetual imprijſons 
ment, hunger and thirſt, ſtripes, and other torments, 
Think what the Children of Tae! {uffered in the 
bondage of Egypr, and captivity of Babylon, and what 
you were liketo ſuffer, ityou were condemned per- 


petually to the Galleys under the 'Tark, and what | 


you would give for yourRanſome. 
Conſider 2. The ſlavery of fin is incomparably 
greater than all this, which makes us ſlaves of the 


2Tim.2.26, Devil ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) and liable to the 


torments of Hell : We were all under this ſlavery; 
nor was there poſlible any humane means of eſca- 
ping, when behold the onely begotten Son of God 
came down from Heaven,and took upon him to {a 
tisfie for our ſins, that ſo he might deliver us from 


Tit.2.14. 1o curſed a ſervitude: ho gave himſelf ( faith the 


Apoltle') for zs, that he might redeem ws from all int 


WET. * | 
: | 4 | Conſt 
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Conſider 3- The cauſe of ſo great a mercy: 

Chriſt did it not for any profit of his, as if he had 

need of us : Thou art my God (faith David) becauſe prl.rs.s; 

thou needeſ# not my goods. Nor for any deferts of 

ours, which then neither were, nor could be any ; 

but out of his own meer goodneſs and mercy ; ac- 

cording to that of Taiah : hs has love, and in his indul- 164.64.9, 

gence he redeemed them, and bear them, and lifted ther 

up all the days of the world, Who would not loye {0 

loving a Lord, and give himſelf up wholly t him, 
without whom he had been loſt for ever? 


Of the benefit of Redemption. Part 2. 


Onſfider 1. The manner wherewith Chriſt re- 
deemed you from the ſaid ſlavery ; With good 


reaſon David laid, With him ws plenteous Redemption ; PCl.12g 7: 


for he could by his abſolute power have renutted 
all our fins, without-taking mans fleſh upon him : 
He might alſo have ſatisfied the rigour of Juſtice by 
the leaft action of his, after his Incarnation ; but 
would ſuffer ſo much, that 2vhere ſm abounded, grace Rom.5 20: 
_ 12h: more abound: and that he night leave us ex- 
r= according to St. Peter, that we may follow hzs. x Pete2.21, 
eps, 
Conſider 2. More in particular what he ſuffered. 
In the Manger, in his Circumciſion, in his flight, 
and in Fgypr it felf 5 by hunger and thirſt, by cold 
and nakedneſs, by much travelling and frequent 
dangers. Laſtly, during the time of/ his Pafiton, 
by his ſconrging at the Pillar,by the crowning with 
Thorns, and nailing on the Croſs : and all this he 
ſuffered -for his Enemies ; that is, for all ſinners. 
Who did ever ſuffer {o much even for his friends ? 
Wherefore the Church on Efer-Eve breaketh forth 
- into 
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- _—_ into thoſe admirable notes 3 O happy fault, which i C 
ME ſerved to have ſuch, and ſo great a Redeemer ! fl w 
Conſider 3. What you ought to do in return, an 6 
what to offer to ſuch a Redeemer: Ask your iff m 
Bern. de di- that queſtion with St. Bernard, If I owe my hill hi 
BigendoDeo. (CIf for being made, what more ſhall I add for being » 
paired, and repaired in ſuch manner? for I was not | 
eaſily repaired, as firſt made. Wherefore behave yau 

ſelfas a Bondflave of Chriſt, as truly you are ;. the 
him for ſo great a favour, and give your {ef wholl 
to his ſervice. Refle& often upon that ſaying of th 
x Cor.6.10, Apoſtle, You are bought with a great price; glorij 


bear God in your body. . 
He | | | | 
Behold the Of Holy Communion. nl 
Lord God - 7 'F | | 17 
po. be | "hg Conſider Chriſt as the Advocate of our Soul. 
that ſhall | I EET TI EY 
__— xp x. What is read'to day in the Goſpdf 
Hal50.9 A | Tgo to bim that ſent me, $&c. And, It s expedi ( 
ent for you that T go, Jo. 6.5.7. For our Lord we 
to his Eternal Father to plead for us, and that b # 
might be in that Supreme Confiſtory of. Heavenſp Þ 
our Patron, Advocate, Mediator,. or Interceſlof} v 
£ Jo2.1% accordingto that of St. Fahy: We have an Advocal T 
with the Father, FTESUS CHRIST the Juſt, Anj} © 
« Tim.2.5. that of St. Paul: There & one Mediator of 'God ani 
men, Man CHRIST FESUS. Therefore it wafſj & 
truly expedient. for us, that he ſhould go to his Faj a 
ther, to intercedeinour behalf; being guilty of maj {1 
ny Crimes. S 
Conſider 2. What a benefit it were to have fo} 1 
Proctor or Advocate, in the Court of: ſome worll {1 
ly Prince, the Kings onely Son, ready upon all occa} \ 
fions to delend you with his Father, and to furtha} \ 
and promote you what he could : Such an one 5 


Chr, 
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bf Chriſt our.moſt loving Lord, 2yho hath lowed ms, and Apoc.4 5. 
"Bl waſhed ws from our ſms in his blood ; moſt willing to 

ff help us, 2ybo will all men to-be fawed : And laſtly, * Tim 2-4 
I moſt powerful to . obtain what thing feever of 
i his Father 3 AZ things are delivered to me of tny Luc. 10. 23. 
= Father. Et Es 
 Confider 3. How much you are to wiſh for that 
ou hour, wherein this Adyocate of yours is to come 
into your Soul, in the H. Eucharift ; for then you 

may . confidently open unto him all your miſeries 

5a neceſlities, thar he may plead to his Father for 
efficacious redreſs : See therefore that the lodging 
of your heart be clean, for he is wonderfully de- 

lighted with cleanlineſs , as the wiſe man ſaith, _ 
Wiſdom will not enter into a maliciows Soul, nor dell Sip. &. 46 


in a body ſubje& to fms. 
Of the benefit of Adoption. Part x. 


(COniider I. That of S. Foby : See what manner * Jo. 3. 
of charity the Father hath given ns, that we ſhould © 

be named ; and be the Sons of God. The Father of 

8 Mercies was not ſatisfied with redeeming us, but 

8 would alſo adopt us to be his Children : The be- 


| 
| 
j 
Ir 


nefit is the greater, in regard of the meanneſs of. a 


# the perſon, and the Excellency of. the Dignity to 
which he is raiſed: For what more vile or baſe 
S than Man? Whar more excellent than God ? Man, 
as to his Body, is no better than dirt and duſt, a 
ſack of dung, and meat for Worms : As to his 
Soul he is the very fink of ſm, an Abyſs of Igno- 
rance, and Myrrour of Inconſtancy : "Think how 
ſlender is his ability, how little it is he knoweth, 
what miſeries'he is ſubje& unto: ſo that Fob faith _ 
with reaſon, What man that thou magnifieſt him, or Job 7. 17, 
why ſetteſt thon thy heart toward him? 
wh R. Conſider 
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Conſider 2. On the other ſide, what God is, and 
how great is his, Majeſty, ..Glory,; Riches, Beanty, 
Power, &-c. and what a dignity, if is to be his adop- 
tive Son : If it, was eſteemed. a great and wonder- 
Cen. 47.45. ful thing in Toſeph the Patriarch , to be taken out 
Plot 2 of Priſon, and made Lord of. Egypt ;.in Saul from 
following of Ailes, to be anointed Kin 3 andin 
Dawd, from following after the Ewes with young, to 
be aſſumed to Kingdom :. How much.more is it 
-to be admired,. that alump of Earth ſhould be rai- 
ſed to the dignity of being the.Son of God ? and 
that the harbourer of Worms ſhould become the 
Companion of Angels ? o 
Conſider 3.. How much you owe to God for ha- 
PEr12, 7,8, ving ſo highly exalted you , - Raiſmg up the medy 
from the Earth, and lifting up the poor out of the dung, 
to place you, with the Princes of his Heavenly Court. 
O unſpeakable honour! you deſerve not the name 
of Gods Servant, and you are made Ins Son: Ac- 
Leo Serm. I. knowledge therefore, O Chriſtian ({aith:S. Leo) your 
oe Natl dignity, and being made partaker of the Divine Na- 
ture, do not by umvorthy behaviour degenerate to your 


former baſeneſs. 
Of the benefit of Adoption. Part 2. 


Onſider x. The admirable efiecs of this benefit. 

— 1. It puts;us under Gods ſpecial Providence 
and protection, {o as to bring us up, govern, main- 
tain and defend us, as a loving Father doth his Chil- 
EL: 162, 23, dren. Whence David laid, As a Father hath compaſ- 
fron of his children, ſo hath our Lord compaſſion on them 
49.15, rbat fear him, &c, And by Taiah he promiſeth yet 
more, Why, can a Woman forget her Infant, that ſhc 
w:!] not have pity on the ſon of her womb? And if ſte 
Fruld forget ; yet will not I forget thee, O what a 1c- 
curity 


nnnnnd AAA, 
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curity it 15 to be protected by ſuch a Father 2 Tf 
God ſtand for us, who will be againſt vs 2? _ 


. Conſider 2. How by this adoption we are made 2 Pet. r.4: 

hartakers of the Divine Nature, and.-in a manner 

Gods, according to that of the Pſalmiſt ; T ſaid. you PL 37. 6. 

are Gods, and the ſons of the higheſt all; for it makes 

ns partakers in ſome degree of- Gods perfe&tions 

and excellencies ; as of his Wiſdom, Fortitude, 

Conftancy, Juſtice, Gharity, and other Attributes, 

which in him are by nature, and are-communicated 

to us as his Children , by grace. Learn therefore 

greatly to eſteem ſuch a benefit, that makes you 

like to God himſelf. | OE,” 
Confider 3. How it makes us alſo Heirs of the 

Kingdom of Heaven, according to that of the Apo-. £ #2, 

ſtle, And if ſons, heirs alſo, heirs truly of God, and Co- Roms E. 374 

heirs of Chriſt. O what a happineſs ! Look therefore 

upon Heaven as your own by Inheritance ; Say - . 

with that Philoſopher , I am born to greater things, Corn. ad _* 

| | ie © xi Roto Co £20 

than to make my ſelf a ſlave to my own fleſh. Diret 1. 

your thoughts and. cares thither , where you are 

{ure to inherit endleſs treaſures, contemn all morta! 

things, and give your mind only to ſuch as are 

truly great and everlaſting ; anc as a certain holy | 

man was wont to ſay , Do nor degenerate from the tn vine. -' 

bigh thoughts of the ſons of God. Bait, Aves 


Of the benefit of Adoption. Part 3. 


"Onfider the ſeveral Obligations we have, by rea- 

> ſon of this benefit. The firſt is, of loving ten- 
derly, and from our whole heart, fo loving a Fa- 
ther: For if Children of this World do naturally 
love their Parents, of whom they only receive 
their corporal ſubſtance, - and earthly goods; now . 
much more are you bound to loye God, trom whom. 
R. 2 all 
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Deut. 32: 6. a] proceeds that is good, and who hath poſſeſſed thee, 


Frxod. 20, 
I2, 


Mal. 1. 6. 


Mat. 5.48. 
Epheſe 5: I. 


Lev. 11,45. 


Lev. 1 J« Jo 


If :. 2: 


and made,. and created thee. 


» % 


The ſecond Obligation is of honouring him as 
our Father; that is, reverencing him with exteriour | 
worſhip, and ſerving him what we can, with all re- ! 


{pe& and duty. Honour thy Father, and thy Mother, 


that thou mayſt be long lived upon the earth : And our | 
Lord himſelf by Malachy ſaith ; And if I be the fa- | 


ther, where is my honour 2 
The third Obligation is of imitating God, as 


Children do their Parents: Therefore Chriſt ſaid, | 


Be you perfet, as alſo your heavenly father i perfet\ 


And S. Paul, Be followers of God, as moſt dear chil. | 


drex. You muſt therefore imitate his Sandtity and 
Immunity from ſin, his Charity, Mercy, Juſtice, 
and other Virtues : You ſhall be holy ({aith our Lord) 
becauſe I am holy. 


The fourth Obligation is of fearing ever to offend 


our Father, according to that of Leviticus, Let 
every one fear bs Father and Mother : And if Children 
of this World fear to offend their Parents, that they 
may-.not be diſfinherited by them, how much more 
ought we to fear God ? Take heed that it be not 
ever objected to you, I have brought up children, and 
exalted them, but they have deſpiſed me. You will de- 
ſpiſe him, if you prefer your own will and deſires, 
before his counſels and commands. 


Of the benefit of the H. Sacraments. 
Er 1. The wonderful care your Heavenly 


Father hath of you : for, to conſerve you in 


the grace of his Adoption, he hath provided you 


with many means, for which you owe thanks and 


gratitude ;. the chief of them are the ſeven Sacra- 


ments, which as 10 many Fountains he would have 
en _ 
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to flow with ſeveral gifts of Grace , in all abun- 
dance, according to the diverſity of our neceſii- 
ties, ſo as to make good that of the Prophet 3 You 16 r2. 3, 
ſhall draw waters in joy out of the Saviours Foun- 
Fains. 

Conſider 2. The infinite Wiſdom of God , in 
moſt fitly ordaining each Sacrament: for, that man 
might be born into a ſpiritual lite , he inſtituted 
Baptiſm ; to grow up, and be ſtrengrhened in the. 
ſame, Confirmation ; to be nouriſhed, Holy Eu- 
chariſt : That he might have a remedy, and cer- 
tain cure againſt his {irirual diſeaſes, Pennance : 
That he might be armed for his laſt Combat, Ex- 
tream Undction. Laſtly, for the right diſcharging 
of ſeveral ſtates and duties in his Church, he inſti- 
ruted H, Order , and Matrimony. Truly bleſſed 
are they that dwell in thy houſe, O Lord, who doelt pc. 8; 5. 
ſo abundantly provide for them that fear thee. 
 _ Conſider 3. Theſe Fountains of Grace. 1. Are 

open to all; none are excluded, though never ſo 
poor : Whence the Prophet cryeth out, Al ye that If. 55: t. 
thirſt, come to the waters, and you that have no ſibver, 
make baſt, buy, and eat. 2. They are ever flowing, 
without ceſſation, like that Womans Oyl in the 
tourth of the Kings, which never failed to run, ſo 4 Res: 4 
long as there were any empty Veſſels. 3. They do 
infallibly work their effe&t, by force of that virtue 
which they receive by the Divine Infticution, unlets 
we put an impediment. 4. They are placed in ob- 
vious things, and eafie to be had, for our more cer- 
tain uſe and benefit: Be thankful to God tor {o 
great a liberality , and endeavour to come ever 
worthily unto them. 
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Ot the benefit of the Cuſtody of Angels. 


Al, 00, 12. [ner 1. What David ſaid, He hath given hy 
 - © A 4 Anpels charge of thee , that they keep thee in all 
#by ways, Our Heavenly Father not content to 
make us his Sons, would alfo provide us (as Prin- 
ces do their Children) with Tators, and Guardians. 
'This charge he committed to the Angels themſelves, 
who ihould illuminate, govern, and prote& us x 
Had, Is T4. for they are all mmiſtering ſpirits (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
| ſent to minifer for them, which ſhall recerve the inhert- 
tance of fatuation. | Fi | 
Confider 2. To whom, and of whom he hath 
commaitred this charge : To the Angels, who are 
molt Noble Creatures, pure Spirits, immortal by 
Eze. 28. 12. Nature, full of wiſdom, and perfeff of beauty, more 
4 powerful and ftrong than whole Armies of men, 
adorned with all manner of grace and glory, and 
ever enjoying the Viſion of God: To.theſe then 
he hath commitcred thee; who art but-a filly worm, 
P Al. go x2, and no better than dirt and aſhes, that they ſhould 
i ++ 2 bear thee in their hands, leſt perhaps thou knock thy foot 
apamſe a front :  O what a-care and protection 15 
this of the Angels ! what a favour! | 
Conſider 3. How this care of theirs ought to ſtir 
Bern, in UP in us (as S. Bernard admoniiheth) Rewverence, De- 
lk F- otion, and Confidence in them 5 Rewverence in regard 
of their preſence, Devotion, for their benevolence, Confi- 
dence in their ſure crjtody. If T ſhould deliver my ſelf to 
be thy ſervant, ({aid young Tobias to the Angel Re 
Tob. 5.2. phaet his Guardian). I ſhould nor deferve thy provi- 
| dence. © Reverence therefore your Angel-Guardian 
with affection , and do not preſume in his ſight, 
who is always preſent, to do that which you would 
og 4 23 be aſnamed of before man, Obſerve him, and go 
—_—_ T..: EL Lo is os 


"1 
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his voice, &c. (faith our Lord) and T will be Enemy 

to thine Enemies, and will aff: them that aflic} thee ; 

And mine Angel ſhall go before thee, 


Of the benefit, of the Patronage of Saints, and 
_ chiefly of the Bleſſed Virgin. 


Onſider xr, Our Heavenly Father hath not only 
- provided us with Guardians, but alſo Patrons 
and Advocates z to wit, the Bleſſed that reign with 
him in Heaven ; to the end; that in regard he 1s 
alſo our Jadge, we might have thoſe that would 
continually intercede for us , and move him to 
mercy. Go (faith our Lord) to my ſervant Job, and Job 4. 2.8. 
offer Holocauſt. for your ſelves, and my ſervant Job 
ſhall pray for you + His face 1 will recetue, that the folly 
be not itnputed to you. | >. | 
Conſider 2. With what care and love the Saints 
in Heaven perform this Office, and with whar be- 
neht to us, obtaining for us.all manner of good, as 
is evident by infinite Miracles and Revelations. Of 
holy Feremy it. 8 faid in the ſecond of the Macha- 2 Machah, 
bees, This s a lower. of his Brethren, and of the people *Y * 
of, Urael 3 ths is be that prayeth much for the people, and 
for the whole City, What confidence therefore may 
we juſtly put in the protection of ſuch powerful Ad- 
yocates ? If it be a thing of great account, ta have 
a' powerful Friend 'in ſome Worldly Princes Court, 
how much more to have one in the Court of Hea- 
'Ven ? $2 o. 
Conſider 3. How diligent you ought to be in the 
worſhip andInvocation of the Saints,cſpecially thoſe 
of your Name, and your Patrons, that they' may 
obtain of our Lord what you ſtand in need of. But 
above all, you muſt procure to be fervent in devo- 
tion, and reverence to the B. Virgin, who being 
| End © : Mather 


ch. Ep. 
Foro ], 2. 
TO IJ. C. Zo 


Incline 
thine Ear, 


O Lord, and 
hear me, be- 


cauſe T am 
nzedy and 


poor, 
FJ ELY 85. bo 4 


Facl. 24 26. 


Either 7. 2. 


and wanting many things nece 


Sunday. 


exceeds all others, both in love to us, and in power 
with her Son. Give God thanks therefore for fo 
powerful an Advocate, and recommend your ſelf 
with all earneſtneſs unto her ; for ſhe denieth help to 
7one that doth duly ack it, and intercedes not for any 
in vain to her Son. ET pers —N 


Of Holy Communion. 
Confider Chriſt as a Liberal beſtower of Gifts. 
 Onſfider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel, 


— Until now you have not asked any thing in myName; 
ask, and you ſhall receruve, &c. Fo. 16. 24. Imagine 
your ſelf, on the one ſide, as a 9a naked Beggars 

ary tor the mainte- 
nance of your ſpiritual life, and Chriſt our Lord, 
on the other, infinitely rich, infinitely liberal, -and 
deſirous that all ſhould partake of his plenty : - Hear 
his ſolemn proffer ; Ask; and: you ſhall receive. Never 
did any Prince make fo iberal:'s -promilſe : He long- 
eth, in a manner, to be rid of his gifts: Paſ to ne al 
ve that deſire me, and be filled of my Generations, -He is 


more ready to give, than we to receive. 


Conſider 2. This bountiful Lord will came this 


day unto yau , inthe Euchariſt ; and if you be 


gracious in his ſight, will ſay unto you, as Aſſuerm 
did to Eſther, What zs thy Petition, Eſther, that it 
may be given thee? and what wilt thou have done? al- 


though thou ſhalt ask the half part of my Kingdom, thou 
ſhalt obtain. See therefore what you ſtand moſt in 


need of, and: have ready your- Petition; and adorn 


' your ſelf as Efther did, that you may gain his g 
 - will to you, when he comes. - 


*; "A. 


| Conſider 3. The impediments which will render 
CEE your 


| V Week 
Mother of all the Irving (as the Fathers call her) ſhe 
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your Prayers of noette&, to the end you may take 

them away. I. Sinners God doth not hear, that is, as Jo.g- 31. 
long as they perſiſt in ſin without repentance. 2. Nei- 
ther doth he hear thoſe that ask vain and unprofi- 

table things, but ſends them away with that check 

and rebuke, You know not what you deſire. 3. Nor Mat.20.22, 
yet thoſe that pray tepidly and coldly : But becauſe apoc.z.16. 
thou art Iukewarm, 8c. I will begin to vomit thee out of 

my mouth, 4. And laſtly, he requireth conſtancy 

and perſeverance in asking ; | So to him that perſe- 

vered knocking, were given Loaves, Luke 11. Even Luke r:. 8, 


- 


for has importunity, as many as he needed. 
Of the benefit of Prayer. © Part x. 


(Ones the benefit of Prayer,which the Church 

\_/ recommendeth particularly'unto us, theſe Ro- 

gation days. Conſider therefore firſt, 'the Digniry 

and Excellency of Prayer. '1. It is an a& of 'Reh- 

gion and divine Worſhip, offered to God, and ac- 

cepted by him as Incenſe and Sacrifice ; according 

to that, Let my prayer be direfted as Incenſe in thy ſight, Plal.14o.2; 
and the elevation of my hands, as evening Sacrifice. '2.By 

Prayer man becometh companion of the Angels, 

and converſeth familiarly with God himſelf. 3. God 

takes himſelf to be honoured by our Prayers, as he 
expreſly tells us by hjs Prophet , Invocate me in the Phal.4g-r5, 
day of tribulation, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 

plorifie me. | 

 Contfider 2. The neceflity we have of Prayer, in 

regard of the miſeries of this mortal life, and conti- 

nual dangers, 1. Of Soul, from the affaults of the 

Devil, 2ho as a roaring Lion goeth about ſeeking whom 1 Pet.5.9; 
be may devour 5 from the allurements of the World, 

and from the rebellion of our own 'Fleſh. '2. Of 


poverty, 


Body, from War, Fatnine, and Peftilence z from 


2 Paral. 20, 


T2, 


Lake 18, 1, 


Heb. 4»: bo 


Hieron. in 
Epiſt. 


Tueſday. V Week ft 


| poverty., ſickneſs, loſs of gaods and fortunes, deathf} « 


of friends, and from innumerable other croſſes andf[&e 
afflictions: All which make us to cry out withſvet 
King Foſaphat to our Lord, Whereas we are ignoraj(Uv 
what to do, this. onely we have left, that we direc} ofitiv 
eyes to. thee, | 7s 
Conſider 3. The goodneſs of God, who whereg 
he could ſufficiently redreſs all our neceſſities, with 
the general Providence wherewith he provyideth for 
his other creatures ; yet. to, endear us the more' tg ſand 
himfelf, requireth that we have our recourſe untswh 
him by Prayer, acknowledging him the Aithor of net 
all good, and depending wholly on- him in all-occ, 
ſions; and therefore he hath. given us an expreſs 
command thereof, delivered by Chrift in thele ſto! 
words : It. behoveth always tg pray. Refle& upon ier 
your own particular neceflities, ſpiritual and tempo Wi 
ral, and go with confidence to the Throne of Grace, that Fil 
you may obtain mercy, and find grace in ſeaſonable aid.. 


Of the benefit of Prayer. Part 2. 


Ggn man I, More in particular the benefits and 
efficacy of Prayer, which, as St. Fhrerom faith, 
overcometh the invincible, and bindeth the Almighty, 
moving him to mercy, and tying his hands from 


Exod.zz.ro, puniſhing our ſjns : Suffer me (ſaid God to Moſes, 


Proſp. in 
$erm, 
Exod. I'7, 
Is. Fc. 


Joſh. 10,14. 


when he was praying for the people) that my furj (- 


may be angry againſt them, It is a general remedy 


gainlt all difficulties and temptations ; and # ſcourge Qi 1 


(as St. Proſper faith) ro Devils. Moſes lifting up his (ſour 
hands in Prayer, obtained victory over the Amale | fd 


kites; Foſhua.by Prayer made the the Sun and Moon IN: 


ftand till, our Lord obeying the woice of a man : How || þi/: 

much more then may we hope the effe& of our I #lr 

Prayers for the obtaining of fpiritualbleflings ? and 
= TT Ol * + Cook 


at Conſider 2. Prayer, 45 St, Auguſtin faith, iS the Aug. Serm. 


ndf[Key of Heaven, opening unto us all: manner of hea- me born og 
thIvenly treaſures ; For by Prayer we' obtain, 1. The ] 
mildivine Spirit of God ; Your Father from Heaven will 
prive the good Spirit to them that ack him, 2. Increaſe 
of habitual and ſanRifying Grace. 3. More fre- 
asquent ſupplies of actual Grace. 4.All manner of Vir- 
thtues, and ſupernatural Gifts. Beſides, in the exer- 
01 iciſe thereof, our Faith is quickned, our hopes raiſed, 
to and our Loveand AﬀeRtion inflamed towards God, 
6 whom therein we acknowledge to be our chief Be- 
offlicfactor, and Anthor of all good. 5 
| Conſider 3. All this, and whatever elſe we can 
k Mdefire for our good, Almighty God is readier to be- 
e tow upon 'us, than we to ask, and doth even pre- 
n rent our Prayers, according to that, Aud it ſhall be, 104.65 24- 
> Birfore they call, I will hear 3 as they are yet ſpeaking, I 
; vill bear : And if he demieth us any thing, it is our 
| Mult (in demanding either what we ought not, or 
not in' the manner we ought ) but Itill his mercy ; 
for God in bis mercy (faith St. Auguſtin ) denieth ſuch Aug. Serm: 
things which he could not grant, but m wrath, Be grate- 33: Verbs 


{ ful for {o.great a benefit, and ſerve your (elf of it,by 
| 


ut 
1 


k 4 


adue and-conftant ule in all your occaſions. 
] Of the benefit of Prayer. - Part 3. 


COnſider 1. That of the Wiſe man : Before prayer Eccleſ: 18, 
| prepare thy ſoul. This preparation confiſteth, **7 
i. Inan humble heart towards God, acknowledging 
; (our fins, and unworthineſs to appear in his ſight, as 
4d the Publican and Centurion ; for, God bath had Palror.18, 
Mei ro rhe prayer | far humble, and he hath not de- 

Wfied rheir perition. nd, The prayer of him that hum- Eccl.35. 1% | 
blech himſelf ſhall penetrate the Clouds. 2. In peace 
and charity with our Neighbour , pardoning all 

injuries 
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Prov. 21. 13, 


Mat. 6. 6. 


Jo. 4* 23» 


Mat. 15.8. 


Mark 11,24. 


Jo-16.27, 


Jo. 14-13» 


'Rom-8.26, make for us, who, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Requeſts f 
for rs with groanngs unſpeakable. 2 7 00 ; fi 


tire our felves from all diſtracting objeRs, and 1 


- Mediator and Advocate, and afſfures us, hatſoeu 


Wedneſday. VIWa I 
injuries and offences: When you ſhall fand to proj 
forgive, you have ought againſt any man, &C. 2, 
putting off all hardneſs of heart towards the needyfj 
for ( as the Wiſe man faith ) He that ſtoppeth hz u 
at the cry of the poor, himſelf alſo ſhall cry, and ſhall 
be heard. *' © 
© Conſider 2. In our Prayer we muſt obſerve wh 
Chrift requireth. in thoſe words: Hher thou ſh 
pray, enter into thy chamber, and having ſhut the du 
pray to thy Father in ſecret, &c. That 1s, we muſt; 


the doors of our ſenſes: We mult alſo pray i fr 
"ard wverity, thatis, with a ſerious and earneſt apy 
cation of mind, intending from our heart what uf 
outwardly expreſs in words, that we may not bei 
the number of thoſe, of whom the Prophet, : 
people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart jill 
from me. | We muſt finally bring a lively faith ay 
confidence : All things whatſoever you ask praying. 
(ſaith Chriſt ) believe that you ſhall recerve, and thi, * 

all come unto'you. © | 
© Confider 3. The grounds of this confidend 
which are chiefly three. ' x. The love of the Ete 
nal Father towards us : for as Chriſt ſaid, The 7 
tber himſelf Ioveth you; and who of his own acco 
beſtowed his onely Son upon us, will not ſtickt 
grant us, upon earneſt entreaty , leſſer blefling} © 


2. The Merits and' Pafion of Chriſt, who is * 


thi 


lay 
niſt 


ve ſhall ack in his name, that he will do. 3. Thei 
terceflion which the' Divine Spirit himſelf da 
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dj 


/ 


Of Holy Communion. == upon thee 


ſhall our 


ſeen upon 
thees 


Onſider 1. Chriſt is often in the Scripture cal- 1%0%*+ 
F- ld the King of Glory, and this day in trium- 
Shant manner he aſcended the higheſt Heavens, in 


Sim, and our Lord in the woice of trumpet. He is the 
Fountain whence Glory is derived to all the bleſſed, 
End the ſeveral gifts of grace to the faithful ; but e- 
Ipecially in this day of hisTriumph,as great Princes 
are wont in like occaſions, he prodigally diftributeth 
Wis gifts and favours among his people according to 


Becaptive, he gave gifts tomen. 

. Conſider 2. This King of Glory will come this 
May to you, though under the Cloud of the Eutha- 

_ Yiſtical Species; to the end, that by the gifts of his 
- Merace, he may diſpoſe you to partake alſo of his 


YN adorn the place of my ſaniification, and the place of my 
Rfeet I ill glorife. O what a favour and benefit 1s 
Mthis! What may you not hope for from ſo bounti- 
Fful a Gueſt, in this day of your ſolemnity ? | 

Conſider 3. How to«receive worthily chis King 


lifted up, O eternal gates, andthe King of Glory ſhall en- 
ter in, "The gates of the Soul are our interiour 
Powers, Reaſon and Will, by which there is a mu- 
Fual incercourls berween our Soul and exteriour 
| RO objects ; 


.'On the Feaſt of our Lords Aſcenſion. Ariſe, be it- 


luminated, 
Jeruſalem, 


- Lord ariſe, 


Conſider Chriſt as the King of Glory. _— glo- 


Freat Glory and Majeſty : God # aſcended in Fubila- Plal.q6 6. 


that of the Apoſtle, Aſcending on high, he led captivity epteſ.4.8. 
MGlory: The glory of Libanus ſhall come to thee, 8C. t0 1fai.6o.13. 


Not Glory : Lift up your gates, ye Princes, and be ye pg1.23.5; 


” Friday, Within 0f © 
objeas ; they entering into her, and ſhe goin;0y 
forth to them: Lift up therefore theſe Gates aſc; 
high ; raiſe them gnely to fuch things as are heſ T 
venly and everlaſting, and then the King of Glonſſ;;i 
will enter into you, and make you' partaker of hÞ;o; 
Glory. "ne 


ft P 


Of our Lords Aſcenſion. Part x. 


Bearer 7. The fourty days being expired 
/ whichour Lord was pleaſed to ſpend in conf, 
forting and inffrufting the Apoſtles, after his Re _ 
wart 16.14, farreftion, laſt he appeareth to thoſe eleven as they (uhm: 
at the Table; and having ſtrengthened their faithKr{: 
which wavered yet in ſome of them, he leadghee 
them forth to Mount Olzwer, that where he haKol 
began his Paſſion by his Bloudy Sweat , therſivir 
he might alſo begin” his Triumph, See witlſhy: 
what tenderneſs of love he doth all this ; and with:n, 
al learn hence, that the Way to Glory is by utter; 
Ng. | GS | : il 
w Conſider 2. Theſe words of Chriſt to his Diſc 
Luke 24-49. Ples: But you, tarry in the City till you be endowed witlhey; 
power from high. If our Lord would not have hi C 
Apoſtles too forward in preaching, but quietly, and } 
in Prayer to expect power and virtue from Heaven 
how fitting is it,” that others who have not beenſſſern 
trained up in Chriſts School, as they were, ſhouldſſf 1 
firſt prepare themſelves in private and y retired; 
neſs, and long prayer, for preaching, and other Aſþ 
poſtolical Fun&ions? _ Wit 
©; Conſider g. After they were all cone to the. 
Mount, our Lord being now to depart, lifcing upſſþnj 
both his hands, to ſignifie the falnefs of his Hefliighh | 
He bleſſed chem ; chen raiſing timnſelf up, —_— 
| : 
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"cd by degrees, till he was ont of their ſight. Think 
ow the Diſciples rejoyced to behold the: glory of 
Whcir Lord; Making the Cloud to aſcend on, and walk- Phl103.3; 
Karo por: the wings of winds : * Do you allo afcend in 
Thirit with him 3 Diſpoſe aſcenſions in your heart (asthe pcya.82.6. 
Prophet ſpeaketh) making continual progreſs from | 
ne viftue to another, till you arrive to the height 
ft Periection. 


| Of our Lords Aſcenſion. Part 2. 
& 


mAOnſider r. Our Lord being out of the ſight of 
L - his Diiciples, entereth into Heaven, in a tri- 
a@mphant manner : He was accompamied with an 
Ofinice multitude of Angels, who came forth to 
ncer 1m : there followed a numerous train of the 
a4Foly Fathers, whom he had redeemed out of cap- | 
Wivicy, 2ccording to that, Aſcending on high, he led gpheſ.4.%. 


2 


O:vity captive. Neither was there wanting ſo- 
mn and publick Jubily : God zs aſcended in Fubila- Plal.46.6. 
fun, and our Lord in the woice of Trumpet. The An- 
Web inviting one the other in thoſe terms, Sing to prii.67.35; 
ur Lord, ſing ye to God that mounteth upon the Hea- 34+ 
L (2 of Heaven to the Kaſt : And the like. | 
WF Conſider 2, Chriſt being come to the Throne 
I his Eternal Father, preſents him with the holy 
mpany of Saints, as ſpoils taken from the In- 
nFernal Enemy ; he gives him account of the work 
de had accompliſhed, ſaying, 1 have glorified thee Jo.r7.4:5,6, 
Bm Earth ; 1 have conſummated the work which thou 
baveſt me todo; And now glorifie thou me, O Father, 
with thy ſelf, &&c. I have manifeſted thy Name to men, 
mc. The Father welcometh his Sons return with 
Pnipeakable cxpreflions of love, and placeth him 


$1 his' right hand ;- fulfilling- that of the "_ 
ur 
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Plal. I OJ To 


Apoc.s.12, 


Dur Lord 


will give 


Grace and 


Glory : He 
will zot de- 


prive them 
of good 
things that 
walk in In- 
NOocency. 


Sunday. Within Of 


Our Lord ſaid to my Lord, Sit on my right hand, &c.. 

Conſider 3. The Jubily which was at that tim: 
in Heaven, of the Holy Fathers, for the happinel 
they were arrived to ; of the Angels, both tor th 
company of. the Saints, and for the filling up of thy 
places which had been ſo long empty. Laltly, « 
them all, for the. humanity of Chriſt our Lord 
which they ſaw glorified according to its deſert 
Then did they likewiſe break forth into thoſe word 
of theApocalyps: The Lamb that was ſlain, s wort! 
fo receive power, and dignity, and wiſdom, and ſtrength 
and honour, and glory, and benedi&ion.  Joyn yo 
Lauds and Praiſes with theirs, rejoyce for having 
ſuch.an Advocate with your Father, and fix yoi 
thoughts there, whither your Head, and beſt pa 
of you, is already gone. | 


y_ =p hn > _———_ —— p—————_ 
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Of Holy Communion. | V 
Conſider Chriſt as a Pledge of future Glory. n 
(cOniider 1. How great is the Glory of God, ati 


of all the Bleſſed in Heaven, how excellent 
place, what noble Citizens, and what happy a 


Pſ83.r2,rz- COrd and union among that bleſſed company, an ( 


Brev.Rom, 


the like. Our moſt merciful Lord promiſethusi 
due time the fellowſhip of this Glory, and in tf * 
mean while , gives us for a pawn or pledge, tiff 7 
moſt precious Body and Bloud. Wherefore thi} ** 


Church cryeth out, O ſacred Banquet, wherein Chr, G 
2s received, 8C. and. a pledge of future glory is gr © 
2. 00 YE 
Conſider 2. What a great matter you would thi. p 

Ir 


it, if ſome Prince ſhould promiſe you a Kingdon 
aſter the term of ſome few years, and inthe me 
: till 
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I mean time ſhould give you his only Son for ſecu- 
ff rity : Truly there 2s no other Nation ſo great, that PW 47+ 
1 hath Gods approaching unto them, as our God 1s preſent 
"thil to 5. He is preſent with us here in nourtihment, 
0 py may afterwards be wholly ours in re- 
of ward. - 
G0 Conſider 3. This divine pledge doth not only 
or ferve as an atlurance , but doth , even-in this life, 
Hl produce in ſome ſort the effes of Glory, if it be 
pth not hindered. For 1. It brings with it the luſtre 
10 of Habitual Grace, then the which nothing 1s more 
rin) 21orious in the ſight of God. 2. It rendereth the 
job Soul impaſtible , that is , not ſubject to be moved 
a or diſtyrbed by any Worldly adverſity. 3. It gives 
us a ſpiritual agility, promptly and readily fo obey 
the Commands of God. 4. It affords us alſo a 
certain ſubtility, to go through , and overcome 
what difficulties ſoever. Prepare your {elf there- 
fore worthily to receive it , and bleſs the infinite | 
mercy. of God who hath given the pledge of the Spi- 2 Cor.i, 2%, 
rit (as the Apoſtle ſaith) i or hearts. 


Of Heavenly Glory, as it is in it ſelf 


(COnlider 1. Chriſt aſcended into Heaven to pre- | 
pare us a place: I go (faith he) to prepare you Jo. 14 2. 
a place, For Chriſts Aſcenſion (as S. Leo ſaith) i our (2.2% m_ 
promotion ; ſo that where the glory of the Heall is gone 
before, there zs hopes for the reſt of the body to follow after. 
Give God thanks for having vouchſafed to call you ; 
and contemplate the happineſs of that ſtate, that 
you may be the more inflamed with the love of it. 
_ Conſider 2. Heavenly Bhis (as the Divines de- 
fine it out of Boet ins). 2s a ſtate Perfetted by the concur- 
rance of all good. There are no evils to moleſt you, 
nor any good wanting Oy you can deſire. -: here, 
ach 


2.60. Tueſday. Within OA. 


Greg. in {ſaith Saint Gregory, will be light without eclipſe, joy can 

- 4 PRE vithout ſighs, Flee without bs. love un? as, 2a, anna 

ſatiety without cloying, ſafety without danger, life with- nu 

| out death, health without impare, and ſo of other hap- wi 

ll pineſſes, without the admixture of thoſe evils, of which [ſ101 

$ nothing in this life 2s free. ſuc 

Conſider 3. All theſe happineſſes are everlaſting, [ſat 

and never to be loſt: Wherefore after a thouſand: I wi 

millions of years they will not decay nar diminiſh, are 

Jo, 16. 22. but will be then as new as ever; And your joy | mc 

| (ſaith Chriſt) »o man ſhall take from you. Think I ev: 

| how different are the enjoyments of this like, which | {tl 

i Bern, {ſoon pals ; and as S. Bernard faith, While they are | Sa 
poſſeſt, they burthen, while they are loved, they defile, | 

| and when they are gone, they torment, See which you || E: 

, will chule to prefer. lo 


ll | | Of Heavenly Glory, as to the Place 
f and Company. | 


i | (COnfider 1. The happineſs of the State, in re- 
if gard of the Place , which is the higheſt Hea- 


It: ven, then the which nothing can be imagined more | as 
Wl Brie, 2.24. beautify), pleaſant, or glorious. O Trac! (faid the || & 
ill 7825 Prophet) bow great zs the Houſe of God , and bow || b 
great ts the place of his poſſeſſion ! Thus 1s that City | m 
deſcribed in the Apocalypſe , whole Gates are of || & 
Pearl, the Walls of Jaſper ftone, the foundations of | 4 


ill! the Walls of other precious ſtone, the ſtreets, and || - 
ql #56. . 23. the City it ſelf of pure gold : The City needeth not 

if Sun, nor Moon, 8&5. For the Lamb 3s the lamp thereof : t 

Pr. 83.2, 3. O How beloved are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoaſts! 7 

Ay Soul coveteth, and fainteth unto the Courts of our f| } 

Eord.-: \ 

Conſider 2. The happineſs arifing from the com- c 

Avor. 7.9. pany: There will be @ great multitude which no man | ( 
can 
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can number, of all Nations, and Tribes, and Peoples, 
and Tongaes, &c. There is to be ſeen an infinite 
number without diflention, diſtintion of degrees 
without envy, free communication without confu- 


{fion. If it be & pleaſure in this life tro converſe with 


ſuch as are learned, noble, and of agreeable conver- 
ſation, . how much greater pleaſure and ſatisfaction 


will it be, to have Angels for our Companions, who 


are moſt Noble Spirits, and endowed with all 
manner of Science and Virtue ? and to live for 
ever in the Company of Patriarchs, Prophets, Apo- 
ſtles, Martyrs, Confeflors, Virgins, and the other 
daints of Heaven. rn | . 
Conſider 3. How vile and contemptable all 
Earthly things ſhould appear unto you, while you 
look up to Heaven; and how you ought to eſteem =. : 
all things as detriment, and dung, to gain Heaven. il. 3.8. 


Of Heavenly Glory, as to the Soul. 
Onſider x. The Eſſential Glory of the Soul, 

which ſhall be wholly repleniſhe with God, 
25a burning hot iron is with fire. In the firſt place, 
the Memory will be imployed in the remem- 
brance of moſt delightful obje&s , nor ſhall the 
mind be ever diverted from the preſent happineſs it _ | 
enjoyeth. They ſhall utter the memory of the abun- Pfil. 144. 7. 
dance of thy ſweetneſs, and in thy Fuſtice they ſhall 
rFeqoice. = I 
"Secondly, The Underſtanding ſhall be wholly 
taken up with the Viſion of God, intuitively behold- 
ing the Divine Nature, Perſons, Attributes, and 
Myſteries, that now lye hidden from us. There it 
will ſe the profound ſecrets of Gods Councels, and . - 
of his Providence, both over us, nd all others: Je © -* 5.4 
fee now by 8 glaſs (laith ——— in a dark ſort, but 
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Matt.22.30. 
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then face to face : And as S. Fobn faith, We ſhall ſee 


him as he s : O what a happineſs! O how honour- 
able are become thy friends, O God! | 

Thirdly, The Will, after an unſpeakable man- 
ner, ſhall adhere to God, and be as it were tranf- 
form'd into him by love 5 whence it will even o- 
verflow with the exceſs of joy ; and that of the 
Pſalm will be fulfilled, They ſhall be mebriated with 
the plerity of thy bouſe , and with the torrent of thy 
pleaſure thou ſhalt make them drink : Their whole 
life and employment ſhall be wholly to contem- 
plate, love, and enfoy their Creator , to de- 
light and rejoice in him , and to praiſe, bleſs, 
thank, and congratulate with him for his infinite 
perfe&tions. Who would not be content to ſuffer 
not only patiently, but alſo willingly the aMiai- 
ons of this life, to purchaſe ſuch a Crown of Glo- 
ry 2 O how trueit is , that the paſſions of this time 
are not condign to the glory to come, that ſhall be re- 
vealed in as ! | 


Of Heavenly Glory, as to the Body. 


Ac 7. The proper gifts of a glorious Body : 
The firit is, Clarity or Brightneſs , fhining 
like unto the Sun : Ther ſhall the Fuft ſhine as the Sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father. "The ſecond is Impal- 
ſiÞilicy ; tor as S. Fobn ſaith, They ſhall no more hun- 
ger, nor thirſt, The third is Agility, The Fuſt ſhall 
thine, and as ſparks in a place of reeds they ſhall run 
2broad. The fourth is Subtilty, whereby they ſhall 
be able to penetrate other Bodies, and be like unto 
Spirits, free from the neceſhties belonging to the 
vegetative life; as the Angels of God. 

Conlider z. The happineſs of each Senſe. x. The 
&:1ght ihall be delighted in beholding the glorious 
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Bodies of the Saints, eſpecially of Chriſt, and his 
Mother: TI know (laith Fob) that in my fleſh I ſhall Job xg. 26. 
ſee God my Redeemer. 2. The Hearing ſhall be re- 
created with Heavenly Muſick, Hymns and Canti- 
cles. 3. The Smelling ſhall be filled with unſpeak- EM de 8s, 
able {weetneſs, ifluing forth of the glorified Bodies: 3 on 
Your Saints, O Lord, ſhall flouriſh as the Lilly, and ſhall 
be as the odour of Balm with you. 4. The Tall, 
though not by way of food, ſhall have alfo its pro- 
per delight : W:th the torrent of thy pleaſure thou ſhalt Pal. 35. 9. 
make them drink. 5. Laſtly, ths Touching ſhall have 
its fill of moſt pure delight, and that, all the body 
over. So that the Apoſtle with good reaſon did 
lay, Eye hath not ſeen , nor ear hath heard , neither 1 Cor. 2. g. 
bath it aſcended into the heart of man what things God 
bath prepared for them that love him. Fe 

Conſider 3. What is fit for you to do, to obtain 
ſo great a reward : The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Mat.11.-12., 
violence: Offer therefore violence to your ſelf, and 
you ſhall have it. 


Of the ExpeQation of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Part I. 


Onfider x. How the Apoſtles being returned 

from the Mount, whence our Lord aſcended, 

they repair all of them into one Room, and by 

continual Prayer, and fervent ads, diſpoſe them- 
ſelves to receive the Holy Ghoſt : They were perſe- At 1. 14, 

verins with one mind in prayer with the wenn, and 


Mary rhe Mother of FESUS and his Brethren. 


The diſpoſitions therefore which they uſed were : 


I. Recirednels in a private room , far from noiſe 
and prophane Company. 2. Perſeverance in Prayer. 
3- Concord, and union of minds. 4. The Com- 
pany of the B. Virgin. rl = 
Wu 7 ——» 2 Conſider 
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Luke 24449. 
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Conſider 2. If our Lord would have the Apoſtles 
to prepare themſelves in this manner, for the recei- 
ving the Holy Ghoſt, whom nevertheleſs he was to 
ſend for the eſtabliſhing and propagating of his glo- 


Ty, how much more neceflary is it tor others of the 


like calling, ro tarry in the City, as they did in oli. 
tude and retirement ; ' and by continual contempla- 
tion of divine things to prepare themſelves, till they 
be endowed with power from high, to exerciſe their A- 
poſtolical Fun&ions ? Do you alfoimitate the Apo- 


ſtles feryour in ſeeking the Holy Spirit ; ſay with the 


Prophet, Create a clean heart in me, O God, and renew 
a right ſpirit in my bowels. 

Conlider 3. The coming of the Holy Ghoſt up- 
on the Apoſtles was deferred ten days; which num- 
ber in Scripture generally ſignifieth multitude, that 
we might learn with long patience to expect our 
Lord ; whoſe preſence, though never fo ſhort, will 
abundantly recompence' whatſoever delay. God, 
ſaith St. Auguſtin, by deferring, extends our deſire ; by 
deſirmg, inlargeth cur heart ; by inlarging, makes it thi 


more Capacitors. 


Of the Expectation of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Part. 2. 


"NOnſider r. The canſes of giving the H. Ghoſt: 

\ / The ficſt was the infinite goodneſs of God, 
who' /o loved the world, that be gave hy onely begotten 
Sou, And although the World had treated him 1ſo 
ill, he would notwithſtanding alfo give us the H. 
Ghoſt, who might reach ws all truth: The ſecond 
werethe merits and prayers of Chriſt, I will ak the 
Father, and he will give you another Paraclete : "The 
third, for that he was to conſummate the work of 
"8 es our 
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our Redemption, giving us the gifts of his divine 
grace, whereby we might obtain Heaven. 
Conſider 2. The greatneſs of this gift, than the 
which nothing can be more excellent or divine ; 
for it is God himſelf: The charity of God 2s poured rom. 5.5. 
forth in our hearts, by the Holy Gho$t which ws given ws. 
With himſelf therefore he gives us all things; for 
he is, as the Church ſingeth, the beſfower of gifts, and Seq.inMifſa, 
the light of our hearts : He is as an ever-flowing R1- 
ver, whence all manner of grace is derived unto us ; 
He that believeth in me,out of 'hts belly ſhall flow rivers of 19-7. 38: 
living waters : And ths he ſaid of the Spirit that they 
ſhould receive, which believed in him. | 
Conſider 3. To whom he is given: Firſt, to. I- 
diots and Fiſher-men; - for he is the Father of the 
Poor, And his communication zs with the ſimple. Se- £:99-3-32- 
condly, he is given to all faithful ſouls that fervent- 
ly deſire him; I will pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh. Joel 2-28. 
Pray therefore with a fervent deftire, and- prepare 
your ſelf worthily, that he may come and remain 
ever with you. | 


Of Holy Commnnion. 7 ©: Ir 
| ord will 
. ; come in 
Conſuter Chrift as a Fire. © Fire. 


Hſai.£6.15. 


Onſider 1. How che Holy Ghoſt deſcended this 
day upon the Apoſtles in the form of Fire ; 
how he enlightned and inflamed them, and made 


them quite other men. Think how greatly you 
ſtand in want of this heavenly Fire, who are ſo cold 


in Gods ſervice, and all over full of the droſs of 
worldly affetions, and have need to be throughly 
purged. Thy filver is turned into drefs, &c. 1 will turn t1,1,22. 4 
my hand to thee, and I will boil out thy drofs till it be | 


pure, and will take away all thy tn. 


S 4 Conſider as 
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Conſider 2. Chriſt in the Euchariſt is properly | 
a Fire to your Soul, but covered with a Cloud: 
Deut.4-24 Thy God ( faith Moſes) # a conſuming fire, for it 
conſumes the chaft of terrene affetions, takes a- 
way the droſs of imperfe&tions, inflames our te- 
pidity, and- illuminates our darkneſs; and as Saint 
Gregory ſpeaketh, Purifieth the ſoul, which it doth re. 
plemſh, jrom the ruſt of fin. The Euchariſt is like to 
that- hot Cole taken from the Altar, which clean- 
ſed the lips of Taiah, and endowed him with the 
| ſpirit of Prophecy : Confide that it will alſo work 
the ſame effects.in your Soul, if you be worthily 
diſpoſed. 
' - Conſider 3. The diſpoſitions to this Fire in the 
Apoſtles were, as hath. been ſaid, 1. Retirement. 
2. Conſtant Prayer. 3. Mutual Concord. 4. The 
B. Virgins company and prote&tion. Imitate there- 
fore their example, and take heed leſt being once 
warmed at this divine Fire, you return to your for- 
mer ftate of coldneſs and tepidity. | 


Of the coming of the H. Ghoſt upon the 
Apoſtles. Par? 1. 


Onſider x. The time being expired which God 

A_: had ordained, and the Apoſtles being: duly 

iſpoſed by Prayer, the Holy Ghoſt came upon 

them, being all rogerher in one place, that you ſhould 
learn to give your ſelf to Prayer, to follow 'the 

Community, and flie Singularity, if you deſire to 

| be viſited by the Holy Ghoſt. Beſides, he came 
ſuddenly, becauſe | his Viſitation hath no prefixt 

time, and therefore ought without intermiſlion to 

| be fought for, and with long expectation to be at- 


tended. 
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Conſider 2. And it filled the whole houſe where they 
were ſitting. Ponder the bounteous liberality of the 
Divine Spirit, leaving nothing void of his gitts : The 16a. r1.g. 
earth 3s repleniſhed with the knowledge of our Lord, as ' © * 
the covering waters of the Sea. And although they 
were all tull, yet one received more than another, 
according to the greater or leſſer capacity of each 
ones Veſſel : Whence the B. Virgin received more 
than all the reſt. Inlarge thereiore your Veſſel, or 
Heart, that you may deſerve to receive a large pro- 
portion 5 Dilate thy mouth, (faith he by his Prophet) eai.so.1x, 
and T will fill it. | | 

Conſider 3. And there appeared to them parted 
Tongues, as of fire. The H. Ghoſt took upon him 
the form of Fiery Tongues, becauſe ( as St. Gregory 
faith) Whom he repleniſheth, he maketh both fervent and Grag. Hom. 
coquent : Deſire him to effect both in you, the firſt 3 i Evans: 
for your own good, the other tor the benefit and e- 
dification of others. 


Of the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, ©; AR24 &. 


Part 2. 


N Onſider 1. And they began to peak with ſeqeral 
Tongues, as the H. Ghoſt gave them to ſpeak. Pon- 

der, x. The greatneſs of the Miracle ; poor Fiſher- 
men that were ignorant and unlearned, ſpeak the 
Languages of all Nations. Ponder 2. What they 


ſpeak of; to wit, the great works of Chriſ#, not of 


vain trifles, or worldly rumours. So thoſe who are 

full of God, ſpeak not but of ſuch things as are of 

God: for, Of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- Mat.12.34. 
th, See therefore whether or no thy ſpeech doth be- Mat.26 73 
wray thee, and prove that thou art full of the World, 


Confider 


2.68 Wedneſday. 

| Conſider 2. The multitude came together, and wa; 

ftoniſhed in mind, whereof ſome did believe ; but 

thers deriding, ſaid, that theſe are full of new wine: 

there will not be ever wanting thoſe that will laug 

at good works, but we muft not thersfore leave of 

Beſeech our Lord to make you drunk with the lil; 

Wine: for, He whom Gods love doth inebriate ( fait 

$. Bern. in St. Bernard) knoweth how FESUS doth reliſh : Oho 

Juvllo. happy # that man whom he doth ſatiate, there ts nit a 
thing left bim to deſire. 

Conſider 3. The effte&s which the Holy Ghd 

Epheſ:5.18, doth work in a faithful ſoul : Be filked with the ſpiry 

"  ſeeaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, and Hynms, and þf 

ritual Canticles, chanting and ſinging in your hearts 1 

our Lord, ſaith the Apoſtle. See' whether you 

ſo; at leaſt, excite and ftir your {elf up to tk 

actions. Fe | 


Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Par? 1, Þ/© 


| {) 


Onſider x. How bountiful the Divine Spirit if} 4, 

\/ tous, who having no need of us in the leaft 
notwithſtanding doth liberally beſtow upon us mol 

precious and beneficial gifts, which are, as St. 

$.Tho.1.2.4, 7945 {aith, Habits inabling a man to follow prom 
68.2.4 Iy the inſtin& of the Holy Ghoſt, chiefly in orde 
| to Noble and Heroick Acts, and are commonly ac 
16i.11.2, Counted ſeven, out of [aiah, to wit, The ſpirit of w1 
| dom and underſtanding, the fpirit of counſel and ſtrength 
the ſpirit of knowledge and piety, and the fpirit of the feafſ ,, 

of our Lord. 4 SE CY 

| Conſider 2. Theſe gifts ſerve us as ſpiritual Arſ ; 

Rom.8.26, mour to ſtrengthen our ſeveral infirmittes ; for th 
ppg; ſpirit (laith St. Paul) helperh our infirmity : Therefor 
he giveth us (as St. Gregory teacheth) wiſdom wo, 

—o ol), 
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yes, fortitude againſt fear, ſcience againſt ignorance, pie- 
5 nf in x AM. , the fear - _ Jord Oo nff 
<N 1r1de. | 

0 0f 4 Conſider 3. How much you are ſubje& to theſe 
lik infirmities, how fooliſhly you prefer the things of 
laiff-his life before Eternity, how dull and heavy you 
boll:re in things appertaining to the ſervice of God : 
! af:nd oof the of Beſeech the Divine Spirit to arm, 
you with the ſeven-fold Shield of his Gifts : Say 


jour heavenly light, &C. 


Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Part 2. 


Onſider 1. By the forefaid gifts we are not onely 
S holpen againſt whatſoever infirmities for the a- 
voiding of evil, but alſo provided with excellent 
> help#for the obtaining of good. 1. Wiſdom helpeth 
- fl to underftand the divine perfe&tions of God, and 
J that with guſt and affefions of love. 2. Underſtand- 
ing, to penetrate the myſteries of Faith, and the 
profound ſecrets that lie hidden therein. 4. Know: 
"Þ #2ge, to contemplate-with profit created things, as 
they proceed from and lead us toGod, and inform 
our life and manners. © 
Conſider 2. We are alſo helped by Counſel in our 


"I 20-227 that travelleth, thy heart ſuffereth phantaſies, un- 
I it be a Viſzon ſent forth from the Higheſt. And be- 
cauſe it is dangerous to truſt to our ſelves, by the 
s pie of counſel,we are moved to let our ſelves be led 
| by others, eſpecially Superiours and ſpiritual Dire- 
ors, according to that, Eſtabliſh with thy ſelf an 

| | | eart 


a fl, wnderfanding againf dulneh, counſel ogainſ raſhes = 


Y wich the Church, Come holy ſpirit, ſend forth a beam of vequnWiiia 


doubts and perplexities: For the cogitations of mortal Sap.9.14+ 
men be fearful,and our providence is uncertain : And as a ycel.z46- 


2.90 Friday. Whitſon 
Ecclef. 3 7-heart.of good counſel, and perſwade your ſelf, hat thlf 
$7ojes ſoul of a holy man uttereth true things, 8C. Do 

_ 'Confider 3. By Fortitude we are encouraged tf ( 

undergo manfully whatſoever difficulcies and day 

gers in Gods ſervice, and with an undaunted coy. 

Tage to ſuffer torments and Martyrdom. By Piz 

we are informed to carry our ſelves as Children to. 

wards our Superiours, as Mothers towards our Inf. 

riours, with the bowels of charity, and as Brethren 

Prov.8.13- tO our Equals, Laſtly, The fear of our Lord hateth 

© ewil, and preſerves us trom fin, even the leaſt: Bs. 

Eccl.7.19. m/s he that feareth God, negle&eth nothing. There 

Jac.1.5- fore beg thelc gifts of our Lord, who grveth to al 
| men abundantly. Rh 


Ot the Fruits of the Holy Ghoſt. 


\Onſider x. The Holy Ghoſt islike a great Tree, IN 
whoſe top reacheth to Heaven, and whoſe bran: 
ches ſhadow the whole earth ; its fruits are regoun- 
ted by the Apoſtle twelve in number: The fruit of 
Ga1.$.22,23, the ſpirit is, Charity, Fey, Peace, Patience, Benignity, 
Goodneſs, Longammity, Mildneſs, Faith, Modeſty, Conti- 
nency, Chaſtity. Theſe are moſt precious fruit, and 

Cart. 2. 3. full of all ſweetneſs , And hi fruit ({aith the Spoule) 
w.s ſweet to my-throat, © © | 
Conſider 2. And examine your ſelf whether you 
have the Spirit of God ; and whether yau be par: 
>tar.p16, taker of his fruits ; for by their fruits you may know 
them, faith Chrift. Think therefore with your ſelf 
how charitable you are, how patient, mild, and 
modeſt, and io of the reſt ; forif you find your elf 
deſtitute of cheſe, it is a ſign the divine Spirit hath 
not as yet .overihadowed you, nor came into you, 
Gal.s 25. for, He that liveth in the ſpirit, in the ſpirit alſo walk- 
eth. 


Conlider 


Ntſon W-. Saturday. — 


4 Conſider 3. The prime diſpoſition requiſite for 
the receiving the Holy Ghoſt, is a pure intention 


o ſerving God in all things, for his own ſake, nor 

for worldly reſpe&ts: for ( as the Wiſe man faith) 

The Holy Ghost of diſcipline, will flie from him that $2, x. 5, 
4ncth, Wherefore endeavour to pleaſe him in all 

tings, and to conform your ſelf to the Diſcipline 

of the place, and Calling you are of; and that not 

in the outward ſhew onely, but ſincerely, and from 

the heart. 


Of the manner of life which the Holy Ghoſt 


inſpired into the firſt Chriſtians. 


"Onfider 1. They were perſevermg in the Doftrine of AR-2-44+ 
the Apoſtles, and in the communication of the break- 


W's of bread,and of prayers ; for chiefly by thele three 


things, ſpiritual lite 1s nouriſhed and increaſed : to 
wit, 7. By hearing or reading the Word of God. 
2. By frequenting the Sacraments, and principally 
that of the Altar. 3. By continual Prayer. Do 
you likewiſe inſiſt chiefly upon thele. 
Confider 2. Their living in common : All they alſo Ibid. v.44 
that believed, were together, and had all things common. | 
Their charity and mutual concord: And the multi- At 42.32. 


tude of believers had one heart, and one ſoul. Their E- 


Frangelical Poverty ; for love of which, As many as Ibid.34-35- 
Bvere o2yners of lands or houſes, ſold and brought the prices 


& 


of rhoſe things which they ſold, and laid it before the feet 


Bf the Apoſtles, &c. Neither did any one ſay, that ought Sap. v. 3. 


was his own of thoſe things which he poſſeſſed, but all 
things were common t0 them. 

Conſider 3. The reſt of their lite ; they were AQ. 46.47 
daily alſo continuing with one accord in the Temple, and 


breaking bread from noule (as well the Eachariſtical 


bread 
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Lerd, if z 


have found .. 


race in thy 
ght, go not 


paſt thy ſer- | 


vant. . 
Gen, 18. 3+ 


. Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding 


aſa. 6. 3. 


Suar. 3. 
VeC, &o 


| Sunday: | 
bread in Communion, as common bread in Hoſpi- C 
tality ) they took their meat with joy and ſimp boly of FotIc 
heart, praiſing God, and having grace with all the people, <P" 
How far are we off from the like fervour, affiduity** 
of prayer, and ſimplicity of heart ? Let usthereforgf'** 
imitate their example, that we may come to enjoy he 


their company in Heaven. ar | 
al 


Four 
2. | : eart 
Trinity-Sunday. ich 


rin 


Of Holy Gommunion. 
Jr t 


Conſider Chrift as the Second Perſon of the mo# 
Bleſſed Trinity. c 
| {Harun 1. What Faith teacheth us concerninſ 
\_ this moſt ſacred Myſtery ; to wit, three Per. 
ſons ſubſiſtent in one ſingle Nature or Eflence 
Divinity, the Father unbegotten, his my begotten 
rom both. 
Imagine your ſelf to ſee innumerable millions 0 
Saints and Angels in Heaven proſtrate before thaſ ' 
Throne of the Divinity, with' moſt profound reveſF*'®:) 
rence, and admiration of this incomprehenſible My" 
ſtery, and continually ſinging forth, Holy, holy, hohK": ® 
the Lord God of Hoſts. © | - 
| Conſider 2. The Second Perſon of this Sacrelſ? © 
Trinity, will abide with you this day, and with him T's 
the other two, the Father and the H: Ghoſt, who Fr, 
being the ſelf-ſame in Nature with the Son, in a f = 
ſpecial manner are alſo preſent in the Euchariſt © 
What entertainment therefore will be fitting for "K c 
ſuch Gueſts, what care of neatnes, and adorningf®®'- 
your {elf with acts of virtue ? | on 
Cont: 


erſc 
elf 

"al \ 
age 
md 1 
ith 


Munday. 4, | 
; | Conſider 3. With what feryour, humility, and de- 
f rotion Abraham entertained the three Angels, who 


repreſented the B. Trinity : He received three, but a- 
Bred onely one, (faith St. Auguſtin ) laying, Lord, if T avg. 1. 16. 


Cc. 29. Clvit, 


573 


ive found grace in thy fight, go not pa#t thy ſervant. 

h ve fund 5 run to "= Herd, took from thence 
ne of the beſt Calves, and cauſed it to be boiled, 
nd ſet before them. Do you the like, and preſent 
Four gueſts with the beſt you have, to wit, your 
cart well prepared by the fire of Charity, and ſay 
ith the Church, Bleſſed be the holy and undivided Inoffic. T, 


Irinity, now and ever, and world without end. Telnitatls. 


Yf the Firſt Perſon of the B. Trinity, or of the 
Eternal Father. 


Onſider x. The Eternal Father ( as Faith teach- 
By eth ) is the Fountain and Origin of the other 
erſons in the B. Trinity ; for underſtanding him- 
elf by an Intuitive Viſion, he begetteth the Eter- 
Fl Word, that is, a moſt perfe&t and ſubſtantial T- 


age of himſelf, which is the Son, the Image of God, 2 Cat-4-4 
+ I. Zo 


ford the figure of his ſubſtance. And again, together © 
Frith the Son, by mutual love, breatheth forth the 
WHoly Ghoſt ; communicating unto them both his 
nire Nature without diviſion, retaining in himſelf 
s own proper perſonality uncommunicated. Ad- 
ire the ſublimeneſs of this Myſtery ; ſtir your ſelf 
p to-acts of Faith, and acknowledge how weak 
S12ns underſtanding is to comprehend chvine things : 
) depth of the riches of the wiſdom, and of the knowledge Rom-11. 23. 
f God, 8&TC. | 
Conſider 2. Although all exteriour works of God 
ar? Common to the whole Trinity, notwithſtanding 
hoſe of Power and Omnipotency re appropriated 
othe Father ; ſuch are the Creation, —_—— 
and 


. 6... -v 
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and Government of the World : whence you may 

learn, both how much you ought to love him why 

created you, and for your ſake produced this admi. 

| rable Structure of the Univerſe; and how muchrez. 

Mat.to.28. ſon you have to fear him, who in a moment can de. 
ſtroy both foul and body into hell, _. _ 

. Conſider 3. This Father, and Lord of all things 
notwithſtanding the greatneſs of his Majeſty , 
ſtoopeth ſo low beneath himſelf, for love of us, who 
at the beſtare but his Slaves and Vaſlals, as to make 

Joci6.99 us his children, and heirs by adoption : For the Fx 

9.316. ther himſelf loveth you ( faith Chriſt. ) Nay, God þ 
lowed the world; that he gave his onely begotten Son for 
its redemption. See therefore how much reaſor 
you have to love and reverence with your whole 
heart, and with all your ftrength, ſo loving a Fa 
ther. ; 
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| Of the Second Perſon of the B. Trinity, 
i or of the Son. 


Onſider x. That, as Faith teacheth, the Son was 
._- begotten from all Ecernity, without the lealt 
ditterence of time, or. point of inequality: for heis 
Conlubſtantial, Coeternal, and in all chings equal 
to the Father ; he is properly the Word of che Di: 
vine Incelle&, expreſling in himſelf the whole ſub] 
itance of che Divinity, the which being made as it 
| were Vocal by the Incarnation, declared unto us the 
Ifi.53-6. ſecret Myſteries of the Father : Who ſhall declare hi 
generation? Neither the Angels themſelves can 
comprehend this unſpeakable Proceſſion : There: 
fore what you cannot conceive either by Senſe or 
Reaſon, believe with a firm Faith, and rejoyce forf 1 
-» Tthegloryof the Son, equal in allthings with the Fa- | 


ther. 
ConltiderÞ 


þ CT} 


B. Trinity: Wedneſday. 
Conſider 2. The Sons love towards mankind, who 
to redeem his Slave, delivered himſelf over to 


death : For zs men, and for our ſalvation, he deſcended gymb, Ni- 
om heaven, and was incarnate, and born, and that in <= | 

ſo humble and contemptible a manner: God was Aug. Ser 9. 

made man, that man might be made God : Or as St. _ _ 


Leo faith, Chriſt was made the Son of man, that we de Nat. 


might be made the Sons of God. O ineffable love! O 
incomprehenſible tayour?. 
Conſider 3. How you may requite ſo great a 
love : Doubtleſs it requires that. you both reverence 
his divine perſon with the greateſt devotion and re- 
ſpe&, and with as great tenderneſs, love that ſacred 
humanity which he took upon him, and nailed to 


the Craſs for your ſake: Say with: St. Bernard, The S Bren., . 
' Ser. 1. de 


more wile he is become for me, ſo much the more dear he 
z# to me z and take heed leſt by ſnning, you alic- 
nate from your {elf {o loving a friend. 


Of the Thitd Perſon of the B. Trinity, 
or of the Holy Ghoſt. 


FYOnſider x. The Holy Ghoſt as the Third Per- 
\_- ſon of the B. Trinity, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, but coeternal, and conſubſtan- 
tial to them both, of equal power, wiſdom, and fo 
of the other divine Attributes : For there is (as the 


- Church ſingeth ) Propriety in the Perſons, Unity in pret, mitt; 


the Eſſence, and Equality in Majeſty. Do you allore- 
verence and honour this divine Perſon, jayn your 


voice with the Seraphins, crying our, Hoy, holy, Ii. 6. 3. 


holy, &C. | | 
Conſider 2. The Holy Ghoſt appeared over our 
Lord in the form of a Dove, both to expreſs his 
love towards us, for the Dove is a ſymbol of ſocia- 
ble love, and withal.to teach us muldneſs and ſim- 
4 plicity 


-” Epiph. 


# Cor. 6.19. 


Seq: in 
Miſſa de 
S. SpiritUs 


He hath 


made a mee , 
mory of iis. 


admirable 
works, &C. 
He hath gi- 


ven meat to 


them that 
fear him. 


Thurſday. 
plicity in ourlife and a&tions. To him likewiſe are 
attributed the works of our Juſtification, the diſtri- 
bution of Graces, and the benefits of Inſpirations 
and Nluminations : The ſpirit breatheth where he will, 
and thou heareft his woice: That you may hence ſee 
how mnch you ftand in necd of his divine help and 
protetion. 

Conſider 3. The Holy Ghoſt doth not onely 
communicate the gifts of his Grace, but alſo his 
own ſubſtance and perſon to the Juſt , inhabiting 
and abiding in them after a ſpecial manner, as 
Drvines teach, according to that of the Apoſtle, 
Know you not that your members are the Temple of the 


Holy Ghoſt, which « in you? See therefore that 


you make not his Temple a Den of Thieves, by 
ſin : Beg of him by continual prayer, that he 
would aſh away what x unclean in you, water what 
zs dry, heal what i wounded, bend what w ſtiff and 
unruly, cheriſh 2phat z cold and faint, redreſs whatſoever 
5 amiſs. 


Corps Chriſti Day. 
Of Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chrit as the Inſtituter of the mo} Bleſſed 


Sacrament. 


a4 i ſage © prayer 7. How much you are bound to Chrift 


for inſtituting ſo admirable and beneficial a 
Myſtery, from which, as from a Fountain, all man- 
ner of good doth flow : For the Euchariſt, 1. 1s 
properly a ſacrifice for qur ſins. 2. Spiritual food 
to keep us in heart. 3. A lively Memorial of our 


Within O#,: 


f 
4 


Lords Pa{lion, 4. The Spring and Fountain of all 
| | Grace | 
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Grace and Vertue. Hy bleſſing ({aith Eccleſcaſticns) 5! 39-296 
bath overflowed as a ftream. 

Conſider 2. This divine Inſtituter, who ſeveral 
' ways had ſhewed himſelf wonderful in his other 
works, would in this ſingle cone employ all the trea- 
ſures of his power and wiſdom ; for in the Eucha- 
riſt there are diſcovered, 1. His infinite Wiſdom 
in inventing ſo admirable a Food. 2. The like 
powerin the Tranſubſtantiation of Bread and Wine. 
3- His goodneſs in communicating himſelf, and 
penetrating our very Bowels in the nature of meat 
and drink. 4, His liberality in giving himſelf 
wholly to each one, even to the wicked. 5. Pa- 
tience in permitting himſelf to be unworthily hand- 
led, and eyen trodden under feet ſometimes by the 
wicked ; and ſo of other Vertues: He hath made a Suprai 
memory of his marvellous works, &c. He hath given 
meat to them that fear him. 

Conſider 3. Hence the Church, with good rea- 
ſon, theſe days doth celebrate the memory of this 
Myſtery with great pomp and folemnity. If the 
Ark of God formerly was carried with ſo great 
ſtate, the King himſelf dancing all the way betore 
it, how much more honour doth the H. Euchariſt 
deſerve 2 Go forth therefore to mect it in the 
beſt array of your Soul; praiſe, honour, and thank 
the Author of it: Ar leaſt, do 2vbat you are able, be- $:4. in 
cauſe he is above all praiſe, and you cannot praiſe him ſuf- Wi 


| ficiently. 


Of the H. Euchariſt compared with the 
Manna. Parti. 


Onſider 1. Nothing in the Antient Taw was ' 
more wonderful than the Manna, which tor 
fourty years together tell daily from Fleaven, tor 
2 the 
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Pſal.110.4+ 


Jo, 6, 53, 


Friday. Fhitſon Oft: 
the ſuſtenance of the peopte: whence David ſaid 
of it, He hath made a memory of his marvellous works, 
&c. Conſider therefore twelve admirable proprie- 
ties of it, in a far more perfe& manner expreſſed in 
the Euchariſt, x 

1. The Manna was Bread, but without ſeed or 
tillage ; not growing out of the Earth, but coming 
down from Heaven: So the H. Euchariſt ; Thzs 5 
the bread that came down from heaven : And the a- 


. cred Body of Chrift, which is contained therein, 


proceeded not by humane generation, but irom the 
Virgin alone, and by the divine influence of the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


Pſa1.77-25. 
Malac. C.27. 


Sap. 16.20. 
Cyp. trac, 
de Cana 
Dom, 


2. The Manna was made onely by Angels, whence 
it was called, The bread of Angels; and the Eucha- 
riſt onely by Prieſts, who are the Angels of the Lord 
of Hoſts upon Earth. : 

3. The Manna contained in it ſelf alone, Al. de- 
leftation, and the ſweetneſs of all taſt : 1o the Euchariſt 
ſarpaſſerh Qlaith St. Cyprian } all delicacies prepared fer 
the traſt ; and all the dainties of ſweet meats. 

4. The Manna in ſuch variety of taſtand delight, 


. yet did reliſh differently to cach one, according as 


Sap-16.21, 


YuUm.21.5, 


they deſired: For, ſerving. every mans will, it as 
turned to that, that every man would : ſo the Eucha- 
riſt afforded whatſoever virtue any one can deſire; 
to ſome Humility, to others Chaſtity, and ſoof the 
ret. | 
5. The {weetnels of the Manna was hidden, and 


enjoyed onely by the juſt : whence the wicked | 


complained, ſaying, Our ſoul now loatheth at this moſt 
light meat : 1o with ſinners, the Euchariſt reliſheth 
no better than ordinary bread, and therefore is cal- 

ted, A hidden Manna. 
6. The Manna was like to the ſeed of Coriander, 
whoſe property it is faid to be, that though it be 
broke 
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broken into never ſo many pieces, yet it retains in 
every one the whdle virtue or ſtrength of the ſeed : 
ſo the Euchariſt, though broken into a thouſand 
parts, 1till zs much will remain in one ſingle parcel, 9s $9.in 
was before in the whole. | Miſlas 


Of the H. Euchariſt compared with the Manna. 


Part 2. 


(= the other Properties. 7. Thretore 
\_- Manna was given in an equal meaſure to e- 
very one : Neither he that gathered more, had above, gxed.r6.19. 
nor be that gathered leſs, found under: fo in the Eu- £4 _ 
chariſt, one takes, a thouſand takes, but as much he as x, © 
they, &C. | | 

8. The Manna was to be gathered betimes, be- 
| fore the Sunrriſing, otherwiſe it preſently melted a- 
way, alchough within doors it would endure both 
iire and mortar ; That it might be known to all men $3p.16.38, 
( faith the Wiſe man ) that we ought to prevent the 
Sun to bleſs thee : 1o the Euchariſt doth impart its 
{weetneſs, not to ſloathful and ſluggiſh people, but 


to the fervent: They that watch towards me, ſhall Prov-8.19. 
x04. Lupe 


find me. | 18, 
9. The Manna in an equal proportion ſerved as 
well men as children, old and young: ſo the Eu- 
chariſt, ſtill the ſame in ic ſelf, doth work ditterent- 
ly in all, according to their capacity, and the diſpo- 
lition they bring. 
10. The Manna being kept onely ill the next Exod: fup 
- day, out of covetouſnels, became tull of worms, © _ 
and putrified ; yet being laid up by Gods command 
in a Golden Veſflel, laſted incorrupt for many Ge- 
nerations : fo the Euchariſt, ws them that receive 
ic unworthily, curneth to corruption, and to their | 
greater judgment, and damnation 5 but in the | 
ne > s golden 
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golden vellcl of a good and perfect heart, it beco- 
meth rhe leed of eternal lite. 

11, The Manna, all the time of their Pilgrimage, 
for fourty years together, never failed : ſo likewiſe 
the Euchariſt is' our conſtant and never-tailing pro- 
viſion, during the time of our Piigrimage : I am 
with you all days, even to the conſummarion of the 
World. 

12. The Manna fell daily, without intermiſhon, 
except Sabbath-days,on which they lived upon what 
they had gathered the day betore : The Eucharift 
is our daily Bread in this life, but will ceaſe on the 
Sabbath of eternal Repoſe, where we ſhall live for 
EVCT upon what we have gathered inthislite. 
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Of Holy Communion. 


Come, ear 
ye my bread, 
and drink 
the wine 
which I hav2 
mingled 

for you. 
Pcav,g. 5. 
Luke 14. 16. 


Confider the Euchariſt as a Banquet. Part I. 


Onſider x. What is read this day in the Goſpel : 

A certain may made a great ſupper, &c. This man 

is Chriſt, and che Euchariſt the Supper or Banquet, 

Mat.rr.23, tO Which all men are invited; Come ye to me all that 

labour and are burthened, and Iwill refreſh you. Never 

was there from the beginning of the World, by any 

Prince, made ſo ſumptuous and magnificent a Ban- 

quet: Wherefore prepare the appetite of your Soul, 

that it may take its fill of it; and ponder the admi- 
rable properties of this heavenly Banquet. 

x. Ic is infinite in greatneſs, made not for one 
City or Province, but tor all Nations to feed on : 
Oar Lord of Hoſts ſhall make to all people in this Mount 
a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of Vintage. 

2, It is perpetual, and never failing, and not for 
many days onely, as was that of A4ſ/aerzs, nor oy: for 

OMe 


Klai.25 6. 
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for ſome years: it hath already laſted above-1600 
years, and is to laſt yet, ever to the conſummation of Mat.28.20, 
the World. 

3. Ir is furniſhed with admirable variety, con- 
taining In it ſelf (as the Wiſe man faith) all dela&a- gap.16.20. 
tion, and the ſweetneſs, of all taſte. 

| 4 The mear of this Feaſt is moſt wholfome: He Jo: % 57 
that eateth this bread ſhall live for ever. x Cor,19.4+ 

5. It is moſt delicious: He fed them of the fat of 
corn; and: out of the rock, iti honey he filled them : And 
the rock (laith St. Paul) was Chriſt. 

6. It is moſt exquiſite ; for what more rare and 
excellent, than the onely Son of God 7 See ye that I Deut.32. 39. 
am onely, and there 1s no other God beſides me. 

7. It is moſt precious, above ditlolved Pearl: for 
what can be more precious than that bloud which 
was the ranſom of the whole World? Therefore 
come unto this divine Feaſt with a longing deſire, 
and ſay with the Church, O ſacred Feaſt, in which tn off 
C brift 2 received, the memory of his Paſſion renewed, ob 
our mind filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory 


g1UVen us. : 


Ot the Euchariſt as a Banquet. Part 2. 
(COniider T, Beſides the fare, allo the dignity of 


the Guelts, the quality and number of Waiters, 

and the ſumptuous ſervice of che meat, in plate of 

gold, ſilver, &c. do make to the commendation, 
and magnificence of the Feaſt.Baltaſſer he King made Pat 5: bo 
a great eaſt to his Nobles, a thouſand, in gold andil- 
ver Veſſels. The Gueſts in this Banquet are the 
three. Divine Perſons of the moſt B. Trinity : What 
more Royal and Divine 7 If any man ſhall open to me 
the gate, I will enter into him, and will ſup 24h him, 
and he witzz me. And in another place, {} any man 
2B love 
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lowe me, &c. my Father will love him, and we will come 
to him, and will make abode with him. 


Conſider 2. The Waiters are Angels, the moſt 


excellent of all creatures by nature: Thouſand of 
thouſands minifter to him, and ten thouſand hundred 
thouſands aſſiſt him : They afliſt therefore their Lord, 
as the holy Fathers ſay, in time of Divine Sacri- 
fice, and ſo long as he remains perſonally with you, 
they alſo attend you ; that you may learn even by 

this wirh what reverence you ought to behave your 
{elf in time of Communion. 

Confider 3. The furniture and ſervice in the out- 
ward ſhew, are but mean and plain, but in truth 
ſurpaſs all the power of Nature : For the Meſs of 
Life is handed to you under the vail of accidents, 
which are miraculouſly preſerved without their 
proper ſubſtance ; than the which, there is no grea- 
rer wonder in Nature. Learn theretore hence, 
how well adorned with Virtues you ought to come 
to this heavenly Banquet: Be cleanſed ( ſaith the 
Prophet) ye !hat carry the Veſſels of our Lord : How 
much more you that receive within you our Lord 
himſelt ? 


Of the Euchariſt comparcd to the Tree of 
Life, and its Fruits. Part 1. 


Onfider 1. How the Tree of Life in Paradiſe 

4 reſtored the decaying forces of Nature, and 
kept man, who was then immortal, in continual 
repair. And in the Apocalyps it is faid, The Angel 
frewed me the Tree of Life, yielding twebkve fruits, &C. 
The Euchariſt is zhe Bread of Life, ſo called by 
Chriſt, becauſe by the Grace which it giveth, it 
makes us immortal, and yielderch twelve =” of 
ruit 
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fuit moſt Soveraign againſt fo many infirmities or 
miſeries ( as St. Thomas teacheth ) which mans Na- s. Them. 
ture is ſubje& to by ſin. han 

Our firſt Miſery doth ariſe from the affaults of 
the Devil, who as a roaring Lion goeth about, ſeeking 1 p:1.5.8. 
whom he may devour. Againſt this the Euchariſt | 
doth arm us, giving ſtrength both to refit 2nd to 
chaſe our Adverſary away, like to that Fiſh of 
Toby, whereof it is ſaid, The ſmoke thereof driveth Tob.s. 8. 
out all kind of Dewils. 

The ſecond Miſery is the Rebellion of Concu- 
piſcence, of which the Apoſtle faith, T ſee another g,,,2,. 
law in my members, repugning to the law of my mind : i 
Another Iaw, that is, concupiſcence of fin in our 


Iiembers; as in the eye to covet, in the tongue to 


ſlander, &c. This heat of concupiſcence is allayed 
by the H. Euchariſt ; to which purpoſe, the Manna 
is ſaid to have lain /ike unto the hoar froſt on the Exod.r6.rg,, 
ground. Andour Lord by the Prophet, I'will be as 95 14: & 
Dew, Iſrael ſhall ſpring as the Lilly. 
The third is the ſtain and corruption of the 
heart : For there 7s no juſt man m the earth that doth Ecclef.7, 2x. 
good , and ſmneth not, This the Euchariſt doth 
cleanſe, like to the hot Cole that cleanſed the lips of 
Jaiah. | Ifai, 6.6. 
The fourth is the offence of the Creator : This 
alſo the Euchariſt taketh away, appeaſing his wrath 


and indignation againſt us: A gift hi ( faith the Prov.2r.zz, 
Wile man) quencheth angers. "Fhere is none more 
acceptable and obliging gift, than the onely Son of 

| God, who is truly hid, and offered to his.Eternal 

| Father in the Euchariſt, | 
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Of the Euchariſt compared to the Tree of I 
Lile, and its Fruits. Part 2. er 


HE fifth Miſery, is want of the knowledge gf 
G21.1.2. T our ſelves; Darkneſs 2.15 upon the face of thy 
depth : lo is it likewiſe upon the heart of that ma 
that is not enlightned with the gracc of God : There, 
Jer.17 9, fore the Prophet ſaith, The beart of man 1s perverſ 
and unſearchable, who ſhall know it 2 The Eucharithu 
remedieth this, enlightning our Underſtanding Þ; 
like to the honey that cnlightned the eyes of Jon: 
xReg.t4 thas : Your ſelves have ſeen that mine eyes are illumintv 
92. ted, becauſe I bave taſted a little of this honey. 
The ſixth is want of love towards God and ourfſin 
Mar.24. 12. Neighbour : for where Iniquity ſhall abound, Charitſat 
ſhall wax cold: "This is cured by the Euchariſt, whichF£ſ! 
cant. 3. 6, inflameth the heart with divine love ; for he lampſpt 
thereof, lamps of fire and flames. pr 
The ſeventh is the indiſpoſition of our jpirituaſvc 
appetite, whereby we reliſh not ſpiritual things; 
I Cor.2.14- for the ſenſual man percerveth not theſe things that ar 
of the Spirit of God: And he that fecderth himfel 
with the pleaſures of this preſenc life, his interiourſſ; 
ſenſes are 16 diſordered thereby, that he cannot reþ 
liſh ſpiritual things. The Euchariſt helpeth this, 
Pſ3!,33-39- Curing the palate of our-heart, ſo that we may rf 
and ſee that our Lord is ſweet. 
The eighth is a faintneſs in perfefting what i 
good ; we often begin fervorouſly, but ſoon fail ;þy 
Luke 14.30, This mags began io build, and he could not finiſh it. A: 
ainſt this, the H. Euchariſt doth ſtrengthen us ;Eul 
ke to that Loaf of Bread, which the Angellſſþ 
3Reg-19. 3. brought to Elias, In the frrength whereof he walkesN. 
fourty days and fourty nights, without any toil, wntoþy 
the Maunt of God, Horgd. Beg rheretore of - yo 
| Lor 
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Cord theſe fruits, eſpecially that you may be &6n- 
of fant in good: For of all Virtues ( laith St. Bernard) Bernard. 


rſeverance alone 3s crowned. 


Ze off Of the Euchariſt compared with the Tree 


n uj of Life, and its Fruits. Part 3. 
Jah 
here U R ninth Miſery is the penalty of Eternal 


werſ ? Death : For we ere (as the Apoſtle faith) by eptec2.4, 
arilhature the children of wrath. From this evil the Eu- 
Ing Sharift freeth us, giving us Eternal Life? For if any Jo-6.51. 
onenan eat of thas bread ({aith our Lord) be ſhall live fer 
TIN WFver. 
The tenth is our continual decay in good, pal\- 
ourfing daily from bad to worſe : For the ſenſe and cogi- 
rityfetion of mans heart, are prone to evil from their youth. G:n,vx. 
lichFſhis is taken away by means of the H. Euchariſt, 
mpſhereby, as by ſpiricual food, man groweth up in 
piritual life , and increaſeth in merits of good 

tuaſFworks : For he that abideth in me, and 1 in him, the Jo.15.s, 
gs ame beareth much frutt. 

ar} The cleventh is the irkſomneſs of this worldly 
ſelÞaniſhment 5; of which David, Woe x to me that my Palng.z, 
ourſejourning 3 prolonged, The Euchariſt doth miti- 
reÞpate this tediouſneſs, and is given allo as a Viaticums 
15for proviſion, to live upon in this our Pilgrimage, 
of ks was the Manna to the Jraelires in the Deſart, 
Fill chey were brought into the Land of Promile, 
., hich to us is the Kingdom of everlaſting Glo- 
il ;Þy. 
A'S The twelfth is a total corruption of our corporal 
SjFubſtance ; becauſe duſt thou art, and into duſt thou 
elWſha/r return. And thus, according to the courſe of 
e6INature, this our body would periſh for ever ; bur 
toÞy reaſon of the corporal participation of Chriſt (as 
ub, 7howas faith ) the Saints ihall rife again in their 
« bodies, 


Gen, 3* 19% 
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bodies, more glorious than the Sun z according th, 


Jo. 6.54 that of Chriit, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinke] bo 
my bloud, hath life everlaſting, and I will raiſe bir ug a 


in the laſt day. 

Admire the admirable virtue of theſe heavenhf 

fruits, and bethanktul for ſo powerful a remedy an 

Pſ:t.r02.2. preſervative againſt all your maladies: My ſoul, ble... 
57 thou our Lord,&C, who bealeth all thine infirmities. 


s 
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Of Preparation for receiving the H. Eucharif: " 
by Faith and Purity. , 


; | Aqraxr ma 1. How neceſlary is a due preparatio 
betore hand tor receiving the H. Euchariſt,lef 
otherwiſe through mortal fin you make that your 
poyſ{on, which 1s the food of lite ; or through inde 
votion and tepidity, you partake leſs of its ſweet 
x Cor.11.12, Neſs. Therefore the Apoſtle admoniſherh, *Let 
| man prove himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread: 
And Mat. 22. he that preſumed to come to the 
Marriage-Feaft, without the Wedding-garment, was 

caſt into utter darkneſs. 
Conſider 2. The firſt preparation muſt be by 
Faith, which is as it were the ground and founds- 
tion of all thereſt : therefore the Apoltle faith, Le] p 
Heb. :0.22, 7/5 approach with a true heart, in ſwine of faith. Kin x 
dle therefore in your ſelf a lively faith, as often af| , 
you frequent this facred Myſtery, and denyingf| , 
whatſoever tence ſhall objed to the contrary, offerſſ # 
vour lite and bloud to detend the truth of Gods] 
t 
7 
| 
| 


( 


Word. 
Conſider 3. The ſecond preparation mult be by] ; 
Purity, whica the greater it ſhall be, the more you 
will partake of its divine fruits, and taſt of irs hid: 
* EM den {weetneis : wheretore the Prophet, Be cleanſed, 
=» 38 that carry the Veſjeis of our Lord, The lame _ 
the 
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18 t$:: Church recommend unto us, by ordaining the 
"kelf;. H. Euchariſt to be conſecrated upon clean Cor« 

1 B$orals ; which (as St. Thomas obſerves) are firſt wa- 8. Thom. 
hed, then wrung, and thirdly dried ; ſo he that © ** 
enhÞ.;es to receive this Sacrament, muft firſt of all be 
F:ahed with the tears of Penance, then wrung by 

Forks of Mortification, and thirdly well dried of 
rorldly affe&tions, by the ferfour of charity. See 

. ſyhether you find theſe diſpoſitions in your felf. 


rilt 


Of Preparation for receiving the H. Euchariſt 


ts by holy Deſires and Prayer. / 
Jeſt NOnfider x. To the foreſaid Purity muſt be joyr- 
ou. ed an ardentdeſire, and hunger after this hea- 


dk renly Banquet ; for our Lord inviteth fuch to hint 
«Hf, in thoſe words, Paſs to me all ye that deſire me, gy... 26; 
© find be filled of my generations : And by the Pſalmiſt Pfat.r06.9- 
2 Mhe telleth us, that he hath filled rhe empty (thatis, the 
the thirſty) ſoul, and the hungry ſoul he hath filled with good 
Was things, Procure therefore in your ſelf this hunger, 

and thirſt,as often as you come to this Divine Table ; 
DIY Dilare thy month, and I ill fill it, faith ourT.ord.  Plal8o.tr. 
a Conſider 2. To this defire muſt be added carneſt 
Le Prayer, for God beſtoweth all he hath upon them 


IF thatask : Therefore faid David, They made petition, PE1244% \d 
ON and the Quail came, and he filled them with the Bread | 


ff of Heaven. If therefore you deſire to have your 
fill of this heavenly Bread, you muſt make earneſt 
ſuit for it, and give your ſelf to Prayer and Medi- 
ation': Under haz ſhadow whom I defired, T ſat ; that ©9%% 5 
ul | s, in holy Meditation, and Contemplation; whence 
having had experience of its ſweetneſs, the Spouſe 


7 preſently adjoyneth, and his fruit was faveet unto my 
'fl throat, | 
, Conk- 
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Conſider 3. You muſt not wonder, if after dil] C 
gent preparation on your part, you do not alwayfira 
perceive the {weetnels of this heavenly food : Forg$nd 
the Phyſician to ſome Patients preſcribeth ſuch Phyw! 
ſick as is pleaſing to their ſenſitive palate or appgþou 
tite ; to others again, ſuch as is agreeable onely tou 
the rational appetite , as being more wholſomggxt 
8. Tho, cit, than toothlome : So God doth teraper the ſweefio 
C, 22, neſs of this heavenly Potion, that it doth reliſh tw 
ſome by affectual devotion, to others onely by thr 
knowledge and ſatisfaction they receive of its greafve 
profit and benefit, as he knows to be moſt expediÞrc 
ent for every one. Submit your ſelf therefore tq « 
this heavenly Phyſician, and beg of him to ginggnt 
you that reliſh which he knoweth to be moſt fogfſh 
your benefit. - 


t have feray- Of Holy Commiunion. 
ed as a ſheep 
that is loft 


ſeek thy © Conſider Chriſt as @ Shepherd, ſeeking after one of k 


_ ſtrayed Sheep. 


Luke 15.4, Onſider x. What is read to day in the GoſpVi 
of a Shepherd; who having a hundred Sheg 
in his Flock, went to ſeek one that had gone aſtray 

confider how that Chriſt is this Shepherd : Pond 1 
his exceeding care of this one loſt ſheep, whereas he 

had ninety nine, that is, innumerable others, to witftif 

Angels grazing on the Eternal Hills. He wantalno 

neither the wool, nor milk of his wandering ſheepſup 

and = ſeeketh up and down, every-where, in {weator. 

and labour, tofind him out; and having found himJs 

he neither beats nor kicks him, but lays him on hit! 

thoulders, and brings him home. O God ! hat ifbe 
man that thou magnifieſs him, or why ſetteſt thou th) 

heart toward him £2 

Conlſi 


Veelher Pentecoft. Sunday. 
- dil Conſider 2. That your Soul in particular IS 2 


wayfrayed Sheep, which hath hitherto wandered up 
ornd down through the thickets and bryars of your 


Phton inventions, out. of your Fold, and out of the 


ppeounds of that perfection which God hath called 


ly t$ou to: You do not yield him the wool of your 


omE:xtcriour actions, nor the milk of your interiour : 
reaſon take no delight m his rich and pleaſant Pa- 
h tures, but rather caſt your ſelf upon the vile Fod- 


139 


 thifler of worldly delights. All we have ftraged as fheep, ral.$3.66, 
the 


reafuery one hath declined into his own way, ith 

ed rophet. 

ed} Conſider 3. This loving Paſtor will come to day 
vinnto you, to bring you back into your right way * 
foiſherefore ask him pardon for having hitherto fo 
boliſhly gone aftray, and that you have not been 
nore attentive to his call and holy Infpirations: 
Offer him from hence forwards the wool and milk 
f all your actions : Say with the Prophet, I have 
 biffrayed 25 a ſheep that zs loſt ; ſeek thy ſervant, becauſe 1 


have not forgotten thy Commandments. 


our Lord, from his Baptiſm to his Paſſion. 


HE Life and Doctrine of Chriſt, during the 
time of his three years preaching, yield plen- 


adfInot go through with every paſſage, we will infift 
upon the chief, and therein tollow not ſo much the 
aorder of the Hiſtory, which isoften in controverſic, 
s 2 certain fimilitude, and connection of one mat- 
Fer with another; as we find others to have done 
before us. | 

Y 


ſi 


Of 


$\cditations of the Life and Do@rine of Chriſt - 


ttiful matter for Meditation. But becauſe we can- x... 


Mark EF, Zo 
Malac.3- I, 


Malac, 2.7. 


Mat, Ze 4+ 


Munday. m0 Wee 


Of the Preaching of St. John Baptilt. Part x, 


In theſe days cometh John the Baptiſt Preaching in the 
Deſert, &Cc. 


Onſider x. The Preaching of Fobn goeth befor 
\ the Preaching of Chriſt, as doth the break 0 
day before the riſing of the Sun ; for of him it 
ſaid, Behold I ſend mine Angel before thy face who ſhy 
prepare thy way before thee. Fohn theretore was at 
Angel, both by Office, and in the Innocency of 
Lii: and Manners, ſuch as ought to he all Prieſt 
who are often in the Scripture called Angels. 
_ Conſfiderz, More in particular the admirable V: 
cues of this holy Preacher: Firſt, his auſterity 0 
life ; for as the Evangeliſt teſtifieth, He had hzs gu 
nent of Camels hair, and a girdle of a skin about | 
loyns, and his meat. 20as Locuſt and wild honey. Dout 
leſs his lodging and bed were an{werable, to wit, th 
bare ground, under ſonie Den or Cave, nor had h 
any better defence againſt the cold of Winter, anc 
heat of Summer. Think how much you come 


ſhort of this great Preacher, who are not conten| 


with thoſe conveniencies which your ſtate of lik 


affords you. 


Conſider 3. This auſterity of life was accompa 
nied with continual contemplation of heavenl 
things, wherein he ſpent his whole life, to thi 
thirtieth year of his age: Admire his conſtancy in 


ſo long a warfare ; for there can be no doubt, but 
that inall that time he had many Combats with the 


Devil. Ponder his incomparable Innocency of life 
without committing the leaſt Venial ſin, as melt ars 
of opinion ; and withal, endeayour to imitate an 
EQme as near him as you can. 

Ot 


after Pemecoſe. Tueſday. 
Of the Preaching of St. Fohs Baprift. Part 2. 


(COnfider 1. The ſubje& of his Preaching was 

nothing but Penance, ſaying, Do Penance, &Cc. 
to which he exhorts his Auditors, by propofing to 
them firſt, hopes of the Kingdom of Heaven, then 
the fear of Gods moſt ſevere judgment, reprefent- 
ing him with hx Fan in his hand, to cleanſe the 
Wheat from the Chafft. Think how much you 
ſtand in need of this Penance ; ſee whether yau 
be Wheat or Chaff; if the firſt, ſee you do not de- 


generate ; if the ſecond, endeavour to convert 


yourdelf;by the divine atliftance,into pure Wheat; 


that you may not deſerve to be caſt into unquench- 
able fire. | 

Confider 2. Thoſe words, Every tree that doth not 
nield good fruit, ſhall be cut down and caſt into the fire. 
It is not enough to produce any kind of fruit, but 
it muſt be pure good. Examine your works what 
they are, whether good, ſolid, and periect, or not 
rather counterfeited, and fair onely to the outward 
appearance, or at leaſt imperfect, and not of iull 
growth and maturity, leſt that may be {aid of you; 
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Mat. Zo 2, 


I looked it ſhould yield grapes, and it hath yielded wild If. 5. 4. | 


grapes: And that other, Cut it down, whereto doth it 
alſo occupy the ground ? . 

Contider 3. Fohn beginneth not, but at a mature 
Age, and after a long preparation by Prayer and 
Mortification : But then by the impulſe of the Di- 
vine Spirit, by whoſe inſpiration allo he had betore 
retired himſelf, entereth with an invincible cou- 
rage upon his charge: For the Holy Ghoſt is wont 
to ſet them, whom he hath once perfected, upon 
the perfecting of others. Your Deſfarrt is a private 
retired life, wherein you muſt prepare vour ſeli by 

Prayer, 


Luke 13.7. 


Jo. I. 19. 


Bern. Serm. 
55. in Cant. 


+ Mat.x1.9+ 
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ment, either of the Goſpel (if ſuch be your calling) 
or of your own and your Neighbours perfection. 


Of the Fews Meſſage to Fohn. Part x. 


(cQuider I. The Fews moved with the Sandtiry of 
Fohn, made great reſort unto him; and not 
onely the common people, but the chiet Magi- 


{trates began to doubt whether he were not Chritt : 


Therefore they ſent from Hieruſalem Priefts and Le- 
wites to him, that they ſhould ask him, who art thou ? 
Ponder how powertul Innocency of life 15 to move 
mens minds, and how true is that which St. Ber- 
nard ſaid, That louder i the voice of works, than of 
words. 

Conſider 2. The divers as of Humility of Saint 
7ohn in this occaſion ; for whereas he was in ſuch 
eſteem with the Fes, as to be held for Chriſt, he 
did not therefore vainly vaunt himſelf above what 
he was, as worldly men are wont, in like occall- 
ons ; but confeſſed, and did not deny, and be confeſſed 
that I amnot Chriſt, This is the firſt degree of Hu- 
mility, todiſown what he knew belonged not unto 
himſelf and to reſignit where it was due, Sce whe- 
ther you do not otherwiſe, making your ſelf more 
than you are,and concealing whatin truth you are. 

Confider-3. How when the Fews demanded a- 
gain, whether he were not Elias, or ſome Prophet ; 
he anſwered, No. He might have given himſelt 
out for Els in Spirit, though not in perſon ; and 
for a Prophet, and more than a Prophet, as he was 
itiled by che Angel, and by Chriſt himſelf. But 
he that is truly humble, doth not onely = 
want 
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Prayer, Mortification, and holy Solitude, attending 
to God alone, that you may prove the fitter Inſtru- 


ifter Pentecoſt. Thurſday. 


what is not his own, but alſo takes off (as far as 
truth will permit ) from what 1s his due. He ne- 


ver commendeth himſelf, but rather (as St. Bernard-s:rn.ep.87, 
faith) as much as lies im him, will not be known what 
hezs. Be aſhamed therefore to ſeek the applauſe of 


others, and not content with that, to be your own 
Trumpeter: | 


Of the Tews Meſſage to John. Part 2. 


{ <_ 1. The Fews ſtill urging him to give 
ſome account of himſelf, He ſaid, Iam the woice 
of one crying in the Deſart, make ſtraight the way of our 
Lord, He boaſteth not of his Race, Parents, Prieſt- 
hood, &c. as worldly men are wont : He calleth 
himſelf a Voice, exprefling thereby his Office of, Pre- 
curſor, and ſignifying withal, that whatſoever he 
was, belonged wholly to another, to wit, God, 
whoſe Inſtrument he was in ſpeaking. This is a 
third degree of Humility, that when we are con- 
{trained to diſcover ſome good, or perfection that 
we have, we acknowledge it onely as a gitt of God, 
and not as any thing of our own. 
Conſider 2. They ſaid to him, Why then doſt thou 
baptize, if thou be not Chrisf ? The Jews check 
him, as taking upon him, by his own private Au- 
thority, an Office not belonging unto him : But he 
contendeth not in his own defence, nor maketh a- 
ny Apology, but referring the matter to God, pro- 
ceedeth in villifying himſelf, Saying, I baptize in wa- 
ter, but there hath ſtood in the midſt of you, whom you 
know not, &Cc. whoſe latchet of hs ſhoe 1 am not worthy 
to looſe. This is a fourth degree of Humility, to be 
backwards in ones own excuſe. O that we would 
all practiſe it ! 

Conſider 3. The Fews ſent the Meſlage to Fobn, 

V 


2 nor 
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Jo. I. 23» 


Mat.3-E3» 


£al.37 3ts 


Friday. II Week 
not to Chriſt, of whom notwithſtanding they might 
have been better informed : So we often ſeek com- 
fort from Creatures, inſtead of the Creator. Ob- 
ſerve moreover the blindneſs of the Fews, who hear- 
ing of Fobn, that Chriſt (whom they ſought) con- 
verſed among them, notwithſtanding made no fur. 
ther enquiry after him. Foy your part, be diligent 


to underſtand the Will of God in all things, and 


when you have underſtood it, be as faithful to put 
it if execution, Ec. 


Of Chriſts Baptiſm. Part T. 


(Conſider 1. How Chriſt beginning his Preach- 

” ing, gocth firſt to be baptized, to teach us that 
we ſhould begin the work of God with a, clean 
heart. Therefore he taketh leave of his Mother, 
who though ſhe cannot but grieve thereat, for the 
abſence ot ſuch a Son, yet withal, ſhe rejoyceth for 
the Redemption of Jae, drawing fo near at hand: 
He taketh a long journey to Fohn, the greater to 


the lefſer, the Lord to the Servant, to be baptized 


by him as a ſinner, among the Publicans and Soul- 
diers , and among the Rout and Scum of People. 
Admire this Humility of the Son of God, and learn 
that it is the beſt preparation towards the underta- 
King of great things, according to that, And that 
which ſhall be ſaved of the Houſe of Juda, and which 
25 Kr ſhall take root downward, and ſhall bear fruit up- 
award. 

Conſider 2. How Fohn by Divine Revelation 
knowing our Lord at his coming, modeſtly refuſeth 
co baptize him ; ſaying, I ought ro be baptized of thee, 
arid comeſt thouto me 2 Think what affections of joy, 
TCVerence, and {ubmiflion, Fobn felt at that __— 
Us 


after Pentecoſt. Saturday. 
his heart, ſeeing the Creator humbling himſelf ſo 


low as to receive Baptifm of his Creature. Stir up 
the like affections in your elf; as often as he comes 
toyou in the B. Sacrament. 

Confider 3. Chriſts anſwer : Suffer me for this 
time, for ſo it becemeth ws to fulfil all Fuſtice, Pon- 
der thoſe words, All. Fuſtice, and learn to omit no- 
thing in the way of Virtue, that may benefit your 
ſelf, or- editte your Neighbour. Examine your 
ſelf, whether you do ſo, and whether you put in 
practice what you teach others by word of mouth : 
tor as St. Ambroſe ſaith, That Paſtor fulfillerh Fu- Ambr. in 
ftice, that makes good by deeds, what be teacheth by 3 6s 
words. 


_ Of Chriſts Baptiſm. Part 2. 


Oniider r. What St. Luke faith, FESUS being £953-27,22, 
baptized, and praying, Heaven was opened,and the 
H.Ghoſt deſcended in corporal ſhape,as a Dove upon him : 
For God is wont to cxalt and honour the humble. 
Chriſt therefore is honoyred here : x. By the open- 
ing of the Heavens, toſignifie that by him Heavens 
Gates were opened to us. 2. By the coming down 
of the H. Ghoft, to expreſs the fulneſs of Grace and 
heavenly Gifts, which were in him, and were by 
him to be derived unto us all. 3. He 1s proclaimed 
the Natural Son of God, to whom all creatures 
ought to give due honour. 
Conſider 2. The Holy Ghoſt appeared in the 
torm of a Dove, to ſhew what manner of lite ought 
all chey to lead thar are baptized : 7hat every one Auroft. 
may underſtand ( {aith St. Auguſtine ) if he hath the oe; as 
fmple ſpirit ( that is, of truch and fincerity) 72ar he 
muit be like a Dove, have peace with his Brethren, 
which the Doves kind. kiſſes do ſignifie: And laſtly, 
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to hurt no body, for the Dowe hurteth not ſo much as a 
LY Cs 
Conſider 3. The heavenly effects of our Sacra. 
ment of Baptiſm, expreſſed unto usin Chriſts Bap- 
tiſm. 1. The opening of Heaven Gates. 2. The re- 
vealing of Divine Myſteries. 3. The Remiſlion of 
4. The Undtion of the Holy Ghoſt. 5. The 
Adoption to be the Children of God. Give thanks 
for {o manitold a benefit, and being now made the 
Son of God, raiſe up your thoughts and affections 


to your heavenly habitation, that lieth open tor you : |} 


Say with the Prophet, Who ill give me wings as of 
& Dove, cnd I will flie, and reſt 2 | 


Of Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chriſt as the Direfftor of our Actions. 


Onſider x. What is read to day in the Goſpel: 
Maſter, Iabouring all the night, we have taken no- 
thing ; tor men live in a great miſt, or darkneſs of 
Ignorance, not knowing what todo, nor what will 
prove beneficial or hurtful for them 3 wheretore 
they ſtand in need of a Divine Light, whereby 
they may be directed in all things. Whence King 
Folaphat laid, Ihereas we are ignorant what we ought 
70 do, ths onely we have left, that we direft our eyes to 
thee. Neither doth God refuſe the Office of a Di- 
rector; for it is ſaid of Foſeph, Our Lord was with 
him, and direffed all his works. 
Conſider 2. Chriſt, as we read in this days Go- 
ſpel, directed the Apoſtles Fiſhing, and preſently 


there was taken a great quantity of Fiſh: He will - 


likewiſe come this day into your Soul, and dire 
your Fiſhing, that is , your ſpiritual affairs; ſo 
| that 


oer Pentecoſt. - Munday. 297 


that you have great reaſon to hope for much profit, 

rovided that you looſe your Net in his Word, that is, Luc. ſup. 
blow his dire&ions, and promptly obey his interi- 
our inſpirations. 

Conſider 3. You muſt prepare your heart againſt 
the coming of this your Director : and firſt purge ir 
from all fin : Andtherefore St. Peter inthis days Go- 
ſpel ſaid, Go forth from me, becauſe I am a ſinful man, Sup. v. 8. 
O Lord: Knowing that Chriſt cannot ſtand with ſin. 
Secondly, you muſt make earneſt ſuit unto our 
Lord, beſeeching him to do you that favour : for of 
King Ozias it is ſaid, And when he ſought our Lord, he 2 yy 
directed him in all things. Wherefore ſay with the ©” 7 
Prophet, Look upon thy ſervants, and upon thy works, 
and dire their children : And tet the brightneſs of our pg, (6, 
Lord God be upon ns, and direft thou the works of our 
bands over us ; and the work of our hands do thou dire(F. 


Of Chriſts retiring into the Deſart, &c. 
Mat. 4. Mark 1. Luke 4. 


Onſider x. FESUS full of the Holy Ghoſt, return. Mat 4. ts 
ed from Jordan, and was driven in the Spirit m- 
ro the Deſart, &c. Pander whither the Holy Spiric 
doth lead the Soul, which ir hath once repleniſhed ; 
to wit, to prayer, and contemplation of heavenly 
things: Beſides, our Eord retired himſelf, to avoid 
the applauſe of the people, which was like to fol- 
low from thoſe wonderful ſigns which they had 
feen in his Baptiſm. He would before his Preach- 
ing make uſe of theſe Spiritual Exerciſes of fourty 
(lays, that you might learn to be well atte&ed to- 
wards the like, and to perform them with Spiritand 
Devotion, in their time, according to the example 
of our Lord. | 
Conſider 2. Chrift is faid, « Sr his Baptiſm, to 
: V 4 have 
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have followed the conduct of the Holy Ghoſt ; to 
intimate, that all who are baptized, ought to follow 
the direRtion of the Divine Spirit, not their own 
judgment. - Examine your felt by what Spirit you 
are led in your ations, whether of Perfection, or 
of Vanity. It you be the Son of God, you muſtin 
all rnings be led by his Spirit: For, according ta 

Rom.8.14. that of the Apoitle, Wheſoever are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of God. SER 

Contider 3. What St. Mark faith of Chriſt 5 And 

Mark 1.13. þe 2-25 294th Beaſts. Admire the Humility of our 
Lord, who being the Creator of all, diſdained not 

| for fourty days to keep company with bruit Beaſts : 

Jo>30.29. He might truly ſay with Fob, I was the Brother q 
Dragons, and fellow of Oſfriches. Be confounded, 
that you cannot live contentedly, but with thoſe of 
your own humour: Learn to bear patiently the fel- 
lowſhip of troubleſome companions, if you chance 

Cee Job, ©2 live among them : For as St. Gregory faith, No 

2 © body us perfet} that u impatient among ill Neighbours, 


Of Chrifts Faſting. Mat. 4. Lake 4. 


Onſider 1. And 2hen he had faſted fourty days 

and fourty nights, afterward he was hungry. 
Conſider how Chriſt zoyned Faſting and Mortifica- 
tion to his Prayer in the Deſart; for Prayer and 
Mortification are as two vifters, helping one the o- 
ther: Prayer quickneth Mortification, and Mortifi- 
cation refineth Prayer, as Fire doth Gold. In this 
Cant. 3-6. manner therefore, Chriſts Prayer aſcended by the De- 
fart, as alittle rod of ſmoke of the Aramatical Spices of 

Arr and Frankincenſe : Endeavour that yours may 

ka in like manner ; and remember what the 

Tob.12.8, Angel {aid, Fraver x © od with Faſting and —_ - 
ONut- 


Mat. 4. 2. 
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Conſider 2. Our Lord faſted with that rigour, in 
the beginning of his Preaching, to teach us that the 
beginning of a ſpiritual life (much more of an A- 
roltolical one ) ought to be taken from taming our 
ſenſual appetite. Hence the antient Fathers, as 
Caſian witnefleth, ordained, that the firit ſpiriual 
Leflon ſhould be of taming this appetite ; for he 
that cannot maſter theſe palpable and groſler Vices, 
how will he be able to ſubdue thoſe that are more 
ſubtile and ſecret ? See therefore how you are in 
this point, and ponder that of the Wiſe man, He Prov-21. 27, 
that owerh goed chear, ſhall be mm poverty (to wit, ſpi- 
ritual ) he that loweth wine, and fat things, ſhall not be 
rich, : | 

Conſider 3. The many fruits of Faſting, that you 
may give your ſelf to it, as far as your health and 
ſtrength of body will permit. 1. It tameth the re- 
bellion of the fleſh. 2. It purifieth the mind, and 
makes it fit for heavenly contemplation. 3. Ir ap- 
peaſeth Gods wrath and indignation. 4. Itfatisfieth 
forſin. F. Ir is mericorious of eternal life. 6. Ir 
often obtains likewife temporal bleflings. 7. It is 
the Devils Scourge. 8. Ir is the tood and nouriſh- 
ment of all Virtue. 


Of Chriſts Temptations in the Deſarrt. mn 
| Luke 4. 


(COnſider 1. After fourty days faſt in the Deſart, 
y our Lord ſuffered himſelf ro be tempted by the 
Devil, in point of Gluctony, vain Glory, Ambiti- 
Mm, and Ayarice. 1. That he might karn by his 
own CXperience, 7o have compaſſion 0n our mfrmittes © qo 
For in that wherein bimſelf {uffered, and was tempted, Heb,2.18, 
3s able to help them alſo that are tempted, 2. That as 
a good Captain he might inftruct us how ro tighe 

in 
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in this ſpiritual Warfare: Thank him therefore fo 
- ſo great an example of Humility, and ſay with the 
Plal143-: Prophet, Bleſſed be our Lord my God, who teacherh my 
hands to battel, and my fingers to war. | TIE 
Conſider 2. No body 1n thislife, although he he els 
a Saint, is free from Temptation. 'This appeareth a 
by the example of Chriſt, and his Saints, infomuchI®. 
that the perfecter a man is, the more fiercely he} lr 
aſſaulted by the Devil, 2uho zs more pleaſed ( faith $, 

8. Hllar. Fiilary) with wittory over Saints. Be not therefor} be 
troubled, if you find your ſelf at any time tempted P'* 
in this or that matter ; but as the Wiſe man adyi. and 

Eccl. 2.7. ſeth: Sor, coming to the ſervice of God, 8&C. prepar. (in: 
thy ſoul to tentation; knowing that our Enemy, 
though he rageth never ſo much, caz overcome nom: 

$, Bern ({aith St. Bernard) but ſuch as will themſelves. 

 Canſider 3. Temptations come to us, not onely 
| by the Devil, to overthrow ns, but alſo by Almigh. 

4 ty God, to crown us for victory over them: And 

il therefore it was that he tempted Abraham, and al 

| Tob. 12.13. his friends, as it is ſaid of Toby: Becauſe thou waf 

4 acceptable to God, it was neceſſary that tentation ſhould 

Jae x:22 prove theee Hence the Apoſtle 'admoniſheth us to 
rejoycc in our tentations, and totruſt in God, wh 

x Cor.10.13 25 faithful, and will not ſuffer ws to be tempted above thit 

f which we are able, but will make alſo with tentation iſſue, 

that we may ſuſtain. | : 


i, —_ PCC _—— ——————— — 


id. Of Chriſts firſt Tentation in the Deſfart. 
Mt: 3- | 4g —prpg IT. And the Tempter approached, and jaid, 
— wa. 9-0 If thou be the Son of God, command that theſe 
Evangs ſores be made bread. He ſets upon Chriſt in the 

Deſart, with the ſame weapons wherewith he over: 
| came Adam in Paradiſe: And he tempts him ficlt 
ti with Gluttony, for that he ſaw Chriſt to ſuffer hun: 


gel 
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ger afcer his long faſting, being deſirous alſo to get s.The.z.p. 
out by this miraculous tood, whether he were truly 44%2-1« 
the Son of God. See how craftily heſets his batte- 
ries againſt thoſe places which he thinks to be of 
& ſtrength, like to a prudent Captain that beſieg- 
th a Town : View therefore narrowly your walls 
on every ſide, and be careful to ſtrengthen your 
klf chiefly there where you find your ſelf weakeſt: 
Conſider 2. How five manner of ways we may 
he tempted and overcome with Gluttony. 1. By 


I>eventing due time. 2. By ſeeking more coſtly 


nd nice tare. 3. By curioſity in dreffing even or- 

linary meats. 4. By exceeding the juſt meaſure, 

j. By roo much greedinels. Examine therefore 

jour ſelf how you are in theſe points; for as B. 7/ s. 1g. a: 

dre faith, No man can attain to the perfeftion of Vir- Sum. l. 2, 

ue, unleſs be firſt maſter the ravening of has belly. + 
Conlider 3. Chriſts anſwer to this Tentation : 

Not 3a bread alone doth man live, but in every word 

that proceedeth from the mouth of God 5 teaching us, 

that we ſhould not be too ſollicitous about our cor- 

yoral food 3 For the Kingdom of God 15 not meat and rom. 17, 

fink, but much more about ſpiritual things, where- 

ty we do truly live to Eternity: Wherefore we are 

tot to expect a Miracle for meat and drink, but 

Ommit thoſe cares to Gods ordinary Providence, 

vho giveth to beaſts their food, and to the young Ravens piul.146.9. 

that call upon him. Learn hence to cur off all ſuper- 

ous thoughts and diſcourſes of ſuch things. 
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Col.3. 1,2. 


F riday; 
Of Chrifts ſecond Tentation in the Deſart. 


Onſider x. Then the Devil took him up into the 
holy City, and ſet him upon the Pinacle of the Tem. 

ple, &c. For the Enemy thought (faith St. Cypriay) 
whom he could not prevail withal by Gluttony, 
might be overcome by vain glory : Therefore he 
carrieth our Lord, by his permiftion, in the Air 


and ſets hint on the top of the Temple of Hiery{a 
lem, perlwading him to caſt himſelf down harmleſ, | 


to the end that the men below aſtoniſhed with the 
Miracle, ſhould come to know and honour him, 


Ponder how ſubtile and dangerous a temptation 


this is, in regard weare naturally covetous of Praile 
and Honour ; and ſee whether it doth not inſinuate 
it ſelf alſo inco your actions. 
| Conſider 2. Thoſe words of the Tempter, Caf 
thy ſelf down, &c. So he faith to all that ſin, Catt 
your ſelf down into ſin, which is truly a downtal 
Nay, he endeavoureth to per{wade all men to caft 
themſelves down, that is, to bend their thoughts 
and cares upon earth and earthly things, and 
plunge themſelves in them. Think how often, and 
what things they are in particular, that he buzzeth 
in your cars ; and hearken rather to the Apoſtles 
advice in thoſe words ; Seek the things that are abow 
gnind the things that are above, and not the things that 
are upon the earth. | : 
Conſider 3. How reſolutely Chriſt doth rejet 
that miraculous deſcent, and with it Vain Glory, 
which was to riſe from it : Thou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God ; teaching us not to expe&t Miracles 
from God , when we can uſe humane means. 
Learn therefore -both to contemn the eſteem and 
praiſe of the World, and not to ſeck or exped 
Z extraordr 
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rant 7741 46 ans abomination to our Lord. 


Of our Lords third Tentation in the Defart. 


xtraordinaty favours, viſitations, or illuſtrations 
fom God : For (as the Wiſe man faith) Every arro- Provit6.gy 


303 


Mat. 4. 


Luke go 


(COnſider T. Again the Devil took him up into a Mats. 


very high Mountain, and he ſhewed him the King- 
doms of the world, and the glory of them, &c. This 


J i; the third device of the Devil, and the moſt for- 


cible of all others, whereby he overthroweth moſt 
men, to wit, the promiſe of wealth and honours ; 


whence the Wiſe man faith, Gold and ſilver hath eccef.8.5; 


dfrojed many : But the Lyar proffered more than 
he could perform, ſaying, Al theſe vill T give thee, 
if falling down thou wilt adore me. In like manner, 
to them whom he induceth to fin, he promiſeth 
Neat matters, content, honours, riches, &c. but at 
_ up-ſhot payeth them onely with grief and mi- 
cries. 

Conſider 2. Chrifts conſtancy ; teaching us by 
his example,notto ſin for gaining the whole World ; 
And- yet how many are there that run daily wo 
Hell but for a fmall parcel of it ? Awvant Satan ; 


for it zs 2pritten, The Lord thy God thou ſhalt adore, and 
tim onely ſhalt thou ſerve. See whether you ſerve 


your Lord God onely, or not rather your own 1n- 
ordinate defires, often adoring the Devil in them : 
For wherewith a man is overcome, of that he zs the ſlave 
alſo, ſaith St. Peter. 

Conſider 3. After the third repulle, the Devil left 
bim, and behold Angels came and miniſtred to him, 1 
eward of his Victory. Think with what alacrity 
oſs heavenly Spirits come, fent by the Erernal Fa- 


ver, and with what reverence they ſerve their 


Lord 


2 P.t.2.195 
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Lord withthe meat they bring : So thoſe that ſerye 
or' help others, in mean Offices, do thereby truly 
ſerve Chriſt in his little ones. Obſerve what Saint 
Luke ſaith, that all the tentation being ended, the Devil 
departed from him until a time 5 that you might not 
think your ſelf ſecure, although twice or thriee you 


chryf. om. ſhould have forced him away. Fe have need f WW"? 


-D in Gene 


I will go in- 
to thy houſe 


with holo- 


caufts, T will 


render thee 

my vows 

| which my 
lips have di- 

Kinguiſhed. 

Plal.65.13» 


Epnel. 5.2, 


great vigilancy (laith St. Chryſoſtom) becauſe we have 
continual War, and no Truce, 


Of Holy Communion. Wi 


Conſider Chriſt as an Offering, and a Sacrifice, 


Onſider x. What is read this day in the Goſpel, 
Mat.5.24. If thou offer thy gift at the Altar, &c 
The Euchariſt, of all other, is the moſt excellent 
Oftering that can be made, wherein the Body and 
Bloud of Chriſt are offered to God, as a propitia- 
tory Sacrifice, for the living and the dead : For 
Chriſt loved us, and delivered himſelf for us an Oblation 
and Hoſt to God, in an odour of ſweetneſs, as the Apo- 
{tle ſaith. What a treaſure therefore have we in 
ſuch a gift, Oblation, and Sacrifice 2 
Conlider 2. This Divine Sacrifice hath three Ex- ſl, 
cellencies above all the Sacrifices of the Old Law, 
I. In the exteriour decorum, as being more ſcemly, 
and decent, and without effuſion of bloud. 2. In 
the interiour worth and dignity, for that in others 
onely Beaſts were offered, in this the Son of God 
himſelf. 3. Asto the effects ; for this Sacrifice hath 
virtue and efficacy tor the good of the living in this 


World, for frecing the dead out of Purgatory, and 
for the glory of the Bleſſed in Heaven. + 


Conſider 3. For due preparation to offer this Sa 
Crifice, 


fer P evtecoſt. Munday. zZO 5, 


nfice, is required, © 1. Singular Purity ;5 according 

\that, Let him not approach to the Altar that hath @ Lev21.23; 

imiſh, and he muſt not contaminate my Sanctuary. 

\ And chiefly, Fraternal Charity and Union, as is 

timated in this days Goſpel : If thou offer thy gift, wat. ſups 

ic, go firſt to be reconciled to thy Brother, 8&c. This 

ras required in all Sacrifices, but is chiefly neceſla- 

yin the Holy Euchariſt, which was principally in- 

{rated to unite us all together, as Members of the 

me Body, under one Head: and therefore by the 

WCouncil of Trent it is called, the Seal of Unity, the conc. Trid. 
Bind of Charity, the Symbol of Concord, Scfl.13, &Bs 


Of the Apoſtles firſt Vocation. Part x. Jeor.36 


ED Onſider x. Chriſt going about to chuſe his Diſ- 
| - ciples, by whom he would inſtruct the whole 
World, went not to Feruſalem, nor Rome, nor A- 
ens, to make his choice of Wiſe, Noble, and Rich 
en, whom (if he had ſopleaſed ) he might eaſily 
have drawn to hinelt, as he did the three Sages 
om the Eaſt ; but would chuſe ſuch as were poor, 
mple, and contemptible in the fight of the World : 
) depth of the riches of the Wiſdom, and of the Know- Rom.1r. 33; 
ire of God ! What man now-a-days would make 
uch a choice ? Chriſt did it: 1. For the commen- 
ation of Humilicy, which was neceſſary for his 
Viſciples. 2. For the maniteſtation of the Divine 
rower, in working great things by weak Inſtru- 
nents : The fooliſh things of the world hath God choſen, * Cor-1.27, 
. ut he may confound the wife. 
1} Conſider 2. How eventheſe men were choſen by 
irLord, not aſſembling the people, and publickly 
 *ting his. Diſciples out of that number, tor the 
l | greater 


Rcech 19.12, 


ſo, I. 43» 


2(ai. 49.2» 


| tance. 


Tuelday. Viet 
greater Authority of his Preaching ; but without. 
ny noiſe or ſtir, and as if he had lighted upon they 
by chance: So two of Foby's Diſciples hearing 
that commendation from their Maſters month, 3. 
hold the Lamb of God 3 and as they were following 
Chriſt, - he turned to them,” and moſt courccouſy 
asked, What ſeek you? and having brought then 
home with him, invited them to a farther acquain. 
Learn to prevent others in courteſte and 
civility, and to deal your affairs ſolidly well, but 
with little noiſe and oftentation. 

Conſider 3. One of theſe Diſciples was St. 4 
drew, who being inflamed with the love of God, 
was deſirous preſently to ſet others on fire : There 
fore finding out his Brother Peter, bringeth him to 
Chriſt, ſaying, We have found Meſſias, You alloby 
Gods great mercy, before many of your time, have 
found ont the Meflias in the Catholick Church; 
Do you likewiſe endeavour by means ſuitable to 
your calling, to bring many others to him : For s 
the Wiſe man ſaith, God gave them commandment, 
every one concerning has neighbour. 


Of the Apoſtles firſt Vocation, Part 2. 


(COnfider I.. On the morrow he Mould go forth int 

Galilee, and he findeth Philip, &c. Many other 
our Lord found in the way, but Philip after a by 
cial manner, and ſelected him for Eternal Life, ay: 
ing, Follow me, who preſently followed him. Thin 
how many able and famous men in your Count 
our Lord permitteth to periſh in their Errours, and 
hath ſingled you out of ſo many thoutands, like 1 
nother Philip,and hath made you as a choſen arrow : 


his Quizzer he hath hidden you. Seetheretore _ 
ON 
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low our Lord, as Philip did, and do notundervalue 
lo-great a benefit. 
Conſider 2. Philip fndeth Nathaniel, and [a:th un- 

zo bim, &c. The love of God 1s not idle, but work- 

eth great things where it is, or elle, if it worketh not 
(faith St. Gregory ) it zs not at all, So Philip, as foon Gr:g. 
as he came to know Chriſt, haſtened to bring o- 
thers to him. Ponder thoſe words of Chriſt, Be- 
hold an Iſraelite in very deed, in whom there is no guile. 
Examine your ſelf whether you be ſuch, walk- 

ing with a pure intention in the ſight of God: 

tor a heart that goeth two ways, ſhall not have ſucceſs, tccl.2 20. 
faith Eccleſiaſticus. | 
| Conſider 3. Chriſt told Nathaniel, what he ſecretly 
did under the Fig-tree,c>c. Whence you may learn, 
that all things lie open to the eyes of God, even 
thoſe which you do by your ſelf alone, in the moſt 


| ſecret corner of your chamber, and of your heart ; 


and ſee that you behave your ſelf worthily in his 
fight : Ponder alſo the noble Confeſſion of Natha- 
nel ; Rabby, thou art the Son of God, thou art the Kin 
of Iſrael ; and ſtir your ſelf up to like acts of Faith, 
Contetlion, and * cert : 


Of the ſecond Vacation of St. Peter and wir. 4. 
St. Andrew. "AP 
Onſider x. 7 ESUS walking by the Sea of Galilee, yy x1, 
ſaw two brethren,&c. Ihe tirit calling was onely 
to a familiarity, as St. Augſtin affirmeth, whence 
afterward they returned to their employment of 
Fiſhing : The ſecond was to leave all to follow our 
Lord, and to be his Diſciples; ſo a Soul is difpoted 
bv degrees to perfetion. Ponder thoſ2 words, 
Come je after me, and I will make you to be Fiſhers of 
men. You mult follow the footſteps of Chriſt, it 
you intend to be a Fiſher of men. 
d4 Cont: 
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Conſider 2. What a dignity it is to be a Fiſher of 
men: If it be gainful to fiſh for Pearl and precious 
Stones, how much more 40 fiſh for and gain Souls 


to our Lord, which himſelf bought at the price of 


s. Dim. de his own precious Bloud : Of all divine things ({airh 


Eccl. Hie- 


rarchia. C. 3. 


Mat,6.24- 


Mat. 4. 
Mark I. 


Mat-4 21. 


Je.13-36. 


St. Denzs) the moſt divine xs, to co-operate with God to- 
wards the ſalvation of fouls. "Think how you may 
alſo concur to ſo glorious an end, according to the 
ſtate and calling you are of; and fit your ſpiritual 
Nets for catching this kind of Fiſh for our Lord ; 
that is, uſe thoſe means which your ſtate of life at- 
fordeth for the gaining of Souls, Prayer, Counſel, 
Example, &c. 

Conſider 3. But they incontinent, leaving the Nets, 
followed him. Obſerve their prompt Obedience ; 
they neither excuſe themſelves, nor pretend po- 
verty, &c. Such ought to be your Obedience to 
God, and his holy Inſpirations, and to your Supe- 
riours, whom you have in place of God, without 
making any complaints or excuſes. Worldly cares 
and buſinetſes are Nets that entangle and hinder us, 
that we cannot give our ſelves freely to God: 
Therefore you mult leave all, if you will follow 
Chriſt, and lead an Apoſtolical life : For no man can 
ſerve two Maſters. 


Of St. Fames and St. Fohn's Vocation. 


YOnfider x. And going forward from thence, he ſaw 
other 10 Brethren, James of Zebedee, and John 

bs Brother, &c. Obſerve how Chriſt firſt of all cal- 
leth two couple of Brethren, Peter and Andrew, 
James and Fohn, that upon theſe, as ſo many Pillars, 
he might raiſe his Church ; to ſignitie, that all his 
Diſciples ought to be well grounded in fraternal 
charity, according to that, In ths all ren ſhall _ 
that 
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that you are my Diſciples, if you have lowe one to another : 
Se therefore how you are in this point, if you in- 
tend an Apoftolical life. 

Conſider 2. Of theſe it is ſaid, that they forthwith 
left their Nets, and Father, and followed him. Where- 
fore thoſe that intend to be Apoſtolical men, mnſt 
leave not onely worldly goods, but even their Pa- 
rents alſo, for Chriſt, caſting off all humane affei- 
on towards them, and converting it into a divine 
one, in making it ſubordinate to the Divine Service. 
Examine your {elf whether this love to your Pa- 
rents and Kindred, doth not bear too great a ſway 
in you, and hinder you from greater perfection. 

Conſider 3. Andponder how that word forrhwith 
was not ſet down here withont Myſtery: They 
were mending their Nets with their old Father, but 
as ſoon as our Lord called, they left their Nets as 
they were, and objected not their Fathers old age, 
but followed him without more ado : for perfe&t o- 


beatence, 2s to leave their things imperfect. Whence gta. is 4; 
the ancient Monks, as Caſjian witnefleth, would | -— xs 
leave even afingle letter unfiniſhed, at the ſound of * © 


the common Bell, or other ſign. See whether you 
be ſo ready to comply withthe Inſpirations of God, 
the Duties of the Church, and appointment of 
your Superiours, or whether you do not rather ſeek 
excuſes and pretences contrary to what 1s required 
of YOu. 


Of St. Matthew's Vocation. 


ZaOnſider t. JESUS paſting through Galilee, *,227 Mate 9 2. 
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man off, that was glued faſt to his riches ; and yet 
perhaps the ſame would not be iorcible enough to 
withdraw you from lefſer impediments. Who 
would deſpair of ſalvation, when he ſeeth publick 
ſinners taken out of a Cuſtom-houſe, and aſſumed 
not onely to the friendſhip of God, but even to the 
higheſt dignity of Apoſtleſhip? Moſt true it is, Hy 
commiſerations are over all his works. 

Conſider 2. How Chriſt afterward refuſed not 
©o eat at Table with Matthew, and other Publicans, 
that ſo he might gain them ; yet the Phariſees mut- 
ter atit, Whence you may learn, that there is no- 
thing ſo holy that is not liable to mens cenſures : 
Wheretore, if at any time you chance to ſuffer re- 
prehenfion or {lander, when you have done well, 
remember that the Scholar is not to be above his 
Maſter. | 

Conſider 3. The mild anſwer of Chriſt ; They 
that are in health, need not a Phyſician, but they that 
are ill at eaſe: And, I am not come to call the Fuſt, 
but femners. See how Chrilt profeilecth him a Phy- 
ſiecian 3 open therefore your wounds and dt- 
{eaſes unto him : For as St. Auguſtin ſaith, No di- 
teaſe 7s incurable to the Oxnipotent Phyſician, onely per- 
mit your ſelf to be cured by him, hinder not has hand, he 
knoweth 2what he doth 3 and be not onely content when 
he ſtrogeits you, but alſo patient when he lanceth. 


Ot St. Paut's Vocation. 

(COniider I. And Saui as yet breathing forth threat- 

niigs and ſlaughters againſt the Diſciples of our 
7.:r/,N%c. Ponder the unſpeakable mercy of God : 
Sau! periecuted his Church, and was in a raging 
tury co deltroy it; whenas, our Lord, on the con- 
crarv, not ſeeking revenge, but miending cogitations of 
Peace 


after Pentecofe. Satarday. 

peace, prevents him, while he is yet contriving his 
wickedneſs, and caits him off his horſe, to cure kis 
mind, while he graciouſly calleth upon him, ſaying, 
Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſ# thou me ? that you might 
learn to reverence Chriſt in your Neighbours, and 
eſtzem their injuries, as done to Chriſt himſelf. 


3I1 


Confider 2. Lord, what wilt thou have me to ds ? - 
Ponder the admirable reſignation of his Will : So 


ought you allo to pray and to offer your ſelf ready 
for whatſoever he ſhall pleaſe to do with you ; and 
with much prayer, and great fervour, to fezk after 
the Divine Will, and reſolutely to fulfil it, when 
once you know it. 

Conſider 3. Ariſe, and go into the City, and it fhail 
be told thee what thou muſt do. Our Lord, though 
after a miraculous manner he had proſtrated him 
on the ground, yet would. not inftruct him himſelf, 
but ſent him to Ananizs, to learn what he would 
have him to. do ; that you might learn to acknow- 
ledge and reverence God in your Superiours, and 
| ay: Dire&ors. Obſerve moreover, how Saul 
pent three whole days in prayer, without taking 
either meat or drink, before he had his fight reſto- 
red: for faſting and prayer are the beſt diſpoſition 
for the receiving of ſpiritual fight. Laſtly, until 
Ananias had impoſed his hands upon him, 4:5 eyes 
being opened, he ſaw nithing, repreſenting thereby the 
ſtate of a ſinner 2 Whence it is ſaid, Blind the heart 
of this people, that feeing, they may not ſee, and hearing, 
may not underſtand. 


T/ai.5. 10. & 
Luke 8.10, 
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Of Holy Communion. 


for thou haft 

yet a great ; RY” 

Way to go. Confider the Euchariſt as the Viaticwimn of our 
2 Rep, 19.7. : 


Mark 8.2, 


5 Fi 
s 


x Cor.T.20, 


Pilgrimage. 


Onſider x. What is read in this days Goſpel, of | 
_. Chriſt feeding the multitude, leſt they ſhould 
faint in the way: If I diſmiſs them faſting into their 
hone, they will j.;:1 m the way. We are all of us in 
2.7 way to our heavenly Country 3 While we are in 
fie od y, Wwe are Pilgrims from God : Wherefore Wwe 
have neceffary proviſion for our journey, that 
1:5 not fail in the way, and out of wearineſs, 
2: Up In the Stable of this contemptible World, 
*"ritcad of paitng on to our heavenly Country : 
T;erefore ( as faid that man, Jud. 19.) Taſte firſt 
a 'i':le breed, and ffrengthen thy ſkemach, and {0 thou 
ſhais e:part, | | 
Connder 2. This frrengthening bread 1s properly 
the Hciy Evchuriit, which 15 therefore given uy 
unacr the torm of Bread, and that of Wheat, 
which i; mol comfortable of all other, thereby to 
enabie us to go on with alacrity, to overcome the 
coi ark labour of the journey, and to reſiſt our ipi- 
ical enemies, that {trive ro hinder our paſſage. 
& lively tigure of this was that bread which the 


L, Angel gave tO Elias 1n toe ferength whereof be walked 


fourty days and fourty nights, unto the Mount of God, 
floreb. h 

Conſider 3. This Bread, although of it {elf malt 
comfortable and ſtrengthening , produceth- not its 
ettecs, but in a well ordered and clean ftomach ; 
for, it it be foul, it overchargeth and weakeneth it 
the more; Therefere are there among you many weak 
and feeble, ({aith the Apoſtle) becaule they received 
Chyits 
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Chriſts Body unworthily : Wherefore duly prepare 
your ſoul, and cleanſe it of all difordinate aftecti- 
ons ; and then this heavenly Bread will enable you 
ſo, as to Tun chearfully in the way of Gods com- 


mandments; according to that, Iran the way of thy pfal.118.32, 


Commandments when thou didft dilate my heart, 


Of three that offered themſelves to follow ye. s. 
Chriſt. Part 1. Luke 5. 


(== 1. While Chriſt was walking by the Sea 
of Tiberizs, with multitudes about him, A cer- Mar.8.13, 
tain Scribe came to him, and (aid, I will follow thee 
whither ſoever that thou ſhalt go. This was a liberal 
Oblation of himſelf, but not accepted of: For the 


holy Fathers are of opinion, that this man followed s. Heron, 


& S. Aug, 


Chrift onely for gain, as thinking by his Miracles, 07 $15. 
and concourſe of people, that he gathered ſtore of rad. ro. 2. 
money : Or perhaps alſo he would follow him out 
of vain oſftentation, and that he might come to 
work Miracles. O how many are there in the 
World, that ſay they follow Chriſt, bur in truth 
ſeek their own end ? 
Confider 2. Chrifts Anſwer; The Foxes have holes, 
and the Fowls of the air Nefts, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay his head: As if he would ſay, Why 
ſhould you deſire to follow me for worldly wealth, 
who have no lodging of my own, being leſs provided 
than the very Beaſts and Fowls themſelves? O 
wonderful poverty of this Soveraign King | But this 
Poverty is & rich, and of that value, as to be abk 
to purchaſe the Kingdom of Heaven, according to 
that, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs the Kimg- Mas. 5. » 
com of Heaven. | 
Conſider 3. The Diſciples of Chriſt oughe not 
X 4 to 
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Mat.11.29, 
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tobe either Foxes, having their holes, that is, Cof- 
fers to hoard up treaſures in 5 or Birds, building 
their Neſts aloft, and ſeeking high and eminen: em- 
ployments and dignities ; for that he himſelf is poor, 
and in Iibours from his youth: Meek and humble of 
heart. Ponder thoſe words, If thou ſhalt be exalted as Wi 


an Eagle, and if thou ſhalt ſet thy Ne among the Stars, fv 
thence will T pluck thee down, ſaith our Lord. in, 
ns loa 

it 


Ot three that offered themſelves to follow | 
Ct Fes: | 


Onficer r. Chriſt [aid to another, Follow, me : And 
> be ſaid, Lord, permit me firſt to go, and to bury my | 
Father. I] his was. a great: mercy ot Chriſt, inviting ( 
him to bs l:is-Piſciple, and yet not accepted of, but F 

upon condicion ; for he would firſt bury his Father, Wit 
who lay a dying; or as others expound, would Fn 
have taken care of jim till he died, and after that Yn 
betake . himſelf to the fervice of God: So, many. ih 
would terve God, but aker their own faſhion, that lx 
35, after they have {orved their own pleaſures, and I& 

had their ſwing in the World. © ' LE f 
Conlider 2. Our Lords anſwer : Let the dead bury jr 

the dead ; but go thou, ſet forth the Kingdom of God, 
ie teacheth us to prefer God bhetore our Parents I # 
or Kindred : He forbids not the performance of Þ|£ « 
our duty, but would have natural. afte&tion give It 
way to the Divine Service ; . for. he- will have his It 
Diſciples to caſt off all carnal atfetion : wherefore Wn 
in another place he ſaith, 1f any man come th me, and WS: 
hateth not his Father and Mather , &C. he cannot be my NW! 
Diſciple. . nag, Ra og 
Conſider 3. Chriſt termeth them dead, that live ſt 
to the world in fin; For there are two forts of death, |< js 
| Ons 
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ne of the body, the other of the Soul ; the body 
teth, when the Soul departeth ; the Soul dieth, 
t- When it is ſeparated trom God by ſin: Chriſt there- 
r, More faich, ler them that are dead to God, bury and 
of Wke care of them that are dead to the World : But 
5 Wt: your care rather be to preſerve the life of your 
ul, leſt ſome time or other you come to die by 
in, and be caft off from the Face of God, more 
Flathlome to him than ny dead carkaſs : She that 5 r Tim.s,g, 
n deliciouſneſs (laith the Apoltle) Ling z dead. 


Of three that offered themſelves to follow mar. s. 
Chriſt. Part 3. Luke g. 


Onſider 1. A third came to Chriſt, and offe-2d 
himſelf to follow him 5 bur asked leave, that 
Wc might firſt return home to diſpole of his things, 
and take leave of his Father and Friends : I 2/l fol- Luke g. 61, 
Inv thee, Lord, but permit me firſt to take my leave of 
them that are at home. A. reaſonable requeſt in ap- 
rarance, but not received ; for that all dangerous 
klays in the ſervice of God ought to be carefully 
woided : Slack not to be converted to our Lord, and de- eccl.s.8. 
fer not from day to day. 
Conſider 2. Chriſts anſwer : No man putting hs 
hand to the Plough, and looking back, s apt for the King- 
dom of God : As much as to ſay, the Plough-man 
that hath his hand upon. the Plough, and looketh 
the contrary way, is not fit to plough; ſo he that 
ntends to be my Diſciple, and turnerh back to re- 
zard worldly affairs, is not fit to preach the Goſpel: 
The Plough-man mult {ce what is before him ; fo 
muſt the Diſciple of Chriſt, according to the Apo- 
ltle, Who forgetting the things that are behind, ſtretched Phil, 3.12. 
jorth himſelf to thoſe that are before. 
Conſt- 
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Conſider 3. We are admoniſhed here of conſtyſd 
cy atid perievcrancein what we uhdertake for Gadfſhme 
eel.27.12. 4 fool 1s changed as the Moon, but a holy man conjiſfivi 
nueth in wiſdom, as the Sun 5 never going back, by 
ftill making progrets. Examine your ſelf how 
ftant you are in your good purpoſes, whether yon 
keep the firft fervour of your converſion, or 
much as you remember your ſelf to have had at gz 
Fecl.g.12. ther times, fc. Be ſtedfaſt in the way of our Lori 
| and if you find your ſelf to have grown cold, 4 
Apoc.2.5. mance, and do the firſt works. 


Of the Vacation of the Rich young man. | 
Fart. I. | 


Onſider r. As our Lord paſſed through Few, 

| Luke 18.18, A certain Prince running forth, and kneeling befm 
 Markio7. fy ſaying, Good Maſter, by doing what, ſhall I paſſi 
everlaſting life ? Sach ought to be your cares and co- 

Sitations, to wit,of Eternal lite,not of this miſerable 

and mortalone, which vaniſheth away like a ſhadow. 

Theretore ftir your felf up, and often ask your {eltii 

that queſtion, By hat demg ſhall I poſſeſs everlaſting 


F.; 


Mat.rg.r9, Coniider 2. Chrifts firft anſwer, Keep the Conf ti. 
1andments, for this is neceſlary for all men ; neither th 
will it {uffice to keep one or more, unleſs you keep jc 

Jac.2.:9. all: for he that offendeth in one, 1 made guilty of all 
dee therefore whether you obſerve every one, and 
in what manner, which ought to be exact and per-! 

Plaliis.;. fect, according to that, Thou baſt very much com-lſ * 
manded thy Commandments to be kept. rl 

Conſider 3. The young man having anſwered, io 
that he had kept all the Commandments of the Law | 
Mark 20.21. from his youth 3 f7ESUS behotding him, loved him, |" 


and 


Valicr Pentecoſt. Friday. Ji7 
ſtinflnd [aid to him, 8ZC. Go fell what thou haſt, %C. and 
Jod ome follow me : Or as St. Matthew recounteth, If mat.rg.ur, 
ontibou 1/7 bepaſen, go ſell the things that thou haſt, &c. 
| is therefore a ſign, or effect of Gods love to a per- 
bn, when he invites him to renounce all things, 
nd to follow Chriſt in embracing poverty ; think 
ith your ſelf what God requireth of you in this 
point 5 endeavour at leaſt to be poor in affection, 
that you may the more readily follow Chriſt, 2yho 
fir you 5 made poor, whereas he was rich, that by his 2 Cor.$.g, 
ſwerty you might be rich. 


Ve 
r 
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Of the Vocation of the Rich young man. war. rg. 
Part 2 Mark 1, 
; Luke 13, 


Onſider r. When the young man had heard ths 

| word (of {ſelling all he had) be went away ſad, yyx.ns na. 

for he had many poſſeſſions. Thus we often purpole to | 

do great matters for God, and wiſh for occaſions to 

luffer for him 3 but when we come to the puſh, we 

fil, and put on a ſad countenance. Obſerve how 

this young man anſwered not Chrifts call, to follow 

him, becauſe he was rich : And if God hath taken 

from you the like hinderance of riches, give him 

thanks, for that otherwiſe perhaps being intangled 

rl therewith, and thereby hindred from following him, 

pl jou had long ſince been a lolt man. | 

Conſider 2. That ſaying of Chriſt after the young 

1] mans departure : How hardly ſhall they that hawe mo- taken 

-If tt3, enter into the Kingdom of God ? Ig it u eaſter for 25. | 

«| * Carrel to paſs-through the eye of a Neeale, than for a ; 
rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God, Where- 

fore that you may eaſily enter, cur off the Camels 

Founch, charis, at leaſt all difordinate affetionto the 
nches of the World ; and take heed of — 

an 
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x Tim6.9. and hoarding up: For they that will be made id 
(faith the Apoſtle) fall into tentation, and the (nar: 

the Devil, 8c. | 
Conſider 3. The ſaying of St. Peter upon this oc. 

Mat. ſup. Caſion : Behold we have left all things, and have follny. 
Tr Y*8 ed thee, Whence the holy Fathers gather, that the 
Apoſtles made a vow of ag -4 and left all, na 

onely what they had, bur alſo what they mighr 

have, and even the very defire of having: Ponder 

the greatneſs of the reward, which our Lord promi. 


fed to all that ſhould leave any thing for his ſake; | 


Mat.10.30- TO wit, they ſhall recerve an hundred times ſo much now 
7n this time, 8&C. and in the world to come, life everla. 
ffing. O incomparable purchaſe! and to be pre. 
ferred before all the gains in the World ! 


s.16, Of our Vocation in General to follow Chriſt. 


Luke 9. 

(COfider 1. Chriſt hath preſcribed certain Laws 
©o-be obſerved by all that come to his School: 
Luke 9.23, therefore as St. Lyke faith, he ſaid to all, If any wan 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up hs 
Croſs daily, and follow me. "Thele therefore are the 
Laws of his School; to wit, Abnegation of himſelf 
and his defires, carrying the Cro(s, and that daily, 
and Imitation of Chriſt in all things. See how you 
are in theie particulars, that you may become a 

worthy Diſciple of ſuch a Maſter. | | 
Conſider 2. More in particular, what it 1s pro- 


7 perly to deny himſelf: for it is, as holy men ſay, to 


qr break and leave ones own will, and to ſpoil himſelf 
ree. falias Of the old man, with his atts. Think how neceſlary 


q. 6. this 1s; and on the coatrary, how dangerous a thing 
S. Bzrn- o it 1s to follow ones own will and judgment. See 


$:rm.2.de | : : : 
S. Andrea, How YOu are 11 this point, and how you may bet- 


[ol 


he 


ee 
rich 
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your ſelf in-it, to Gods glory : And liſtly, by Hlerom 
chat means You may arrive to this Abnegation of war. * 


our felt. 

F Conſider 3. To carry our Croſs daily,the Apoſtle 2 Cor.re; 
6 adviſeth us, in thoſe words, Ahvays bearing about 

nour body the mortification of FESUS : Theretore no 

ly without a line, or ſome progreſs in Mortificati- 


Mn ought to paſs with a Diſciple of Chriſt : whence 


&. Auguſtin laith, The whole life of a Chriſtian, if he 
Iveth according to the Goſpel, is a croſs, and a martyrdom. 


- MTherefore take up your croſs chearfully, and what- 


ever. is ingrateful to fleſh and bloud ; for by the 
crols the way lies open to a crown. 


Of Holy Communion. © 2_ 
into his 

Conſider Chrift as a Good Tree. Gund od 

of his Apple» 


(Oniider I. What is read today in the Goſpel : trees. _ 
a ; Cant, $« F, 
Every good Tree yieldeth good fruits, Mat. 7. 17. 
Chriſt, above all others, 15 a good Tree, and is 
oten compared to ſeveral ſorts of Trees, in the ho- 
ly Scripture : In the Carticles it is ſaid, As the A PPIe- Cant, 2. 2; 
tee among trees of the woods, ſo is my beloved among | 
tie Sous, Other men are trees of the woods, which 
bing forth no other than wild and ſoure fruit, to 
wit, Sin. Chriſt alone is the Apple-tree bringing 
brth moſt delicious fruit ; and as the Apple by its 
ce affordeth both meat and drink, fo Chriſt by 
is precious Body and Bloud, is both meat and 
link to us in the Euchariſt. 
Conſider 2. Your Soul is as a Garden planted 
with Gods own hand, according to that, Their Soul Jer-31-36 
hall be as @ watered Garden :Into thisGarden of yours 
will be brought, to day, and planted this heaven- 
ly Tree , the true Tree of Life, 3 (Coho: twesrue fruits, 
| 4> 


520 Munday. VII Wie 
Galzt. 5-264 as is {aid in the Apocalyps, which are Charity, Fall 
" Peace, Patience, Benignity, Goodneſs, Long animity, Mil 

neſs, Faith, Modeſty, Continency, Chaſtity. O howaſ 
you to long for that hour, in which your below 
2s to come inta his Garden, and eat the fruit of his 4h 
ple-trees, that is, of good works, which he will pr 
duce in you. | 
Conſider 3. If you deſire to have your fill of th 
fruit, you mnſt ſet your ſelf down under the ſhf: 
dow of the Tree, by an attentive contemplation 
its excellency and goodneſs : for fo it is ſaid of th 
Apple-tree above-mentioned, Under hx ſhadow whiff 
I deſired, T ſate, and bu fruit was ſweet to my thru 
Prepare your ſelf therefore by holy deſires, and 
whet your appetite by Prayer, and it will be grafff 
ted you 70 taſt, and ſee bow ſweet our Lord . | 


Of the Marruge-Feaſt of Cana in Galzlee, 
Pat I. | 


nſider t. And there was a Marriage mad: ff 

Cana of Galilee, and the Mother of F E SUE 

was there; And FESUS alſo was called, and hi Di 

ciples, to the Marriage. Our moſt benign Lord ref 
ſed not to be preſent at the Marriage-Feaſt, that 
might take occaſion to do good to many, and with 
al confirm his Diſciples in their Faith. Think wit 
what gravity and modeſty he behaved himſelf a 
Table, and learn to keep moderation in occaſion 
of your mirth andjollity, according to that, Let tt 

. Juſt make merry, and rejoyce im the ſight of God ; thu 

is, as in the ſight of God, and having him contin 

ally before your eyes. | 

Conſider 2. The Wine failing, his Bleſſed Mc 

ther, of her own ,accord, without being asked, i" 

careful to religye their neceſlity, in requital of chef 
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+ Mid invitation 3 and therefore faith to her Sory, 
ig{er have 10 wine: How much more careful will ſhe 
1 in the ſpiritual neceſſities of thoſe that are devo- 
»Midto her ? For by how much the more holy ſhe is 
- 4lfan other Saints, ſo much the more follicitous ſhe 
proſſjot our good ( faith St. Auguſtin.) Beſecch her tog. aunts 
tercede to her B. $0n alſo for you 5; for you are 
Shly in want of the ſpiritual Wine of Charicy and , 
ſ,Fcrotion. 
J Conſider 3. Chrifts anſwer, which was ſeeming- 
eaM harſh; What « it tome and thee, woman ? my hour 
; Wnth not yet : To teach us, firſt, that we are not 
© 2ppoint God any fet-time of helping us, as they 
d whom Fadith reprehendeth, in thoſe words ; 
u bave ſet a _— the mercy of our Lord, and ac- 
rding to your pleaſure, you have appointed him a day. 
xondly, that in the ſervice of God, we muſt put 
f all carnal affe&ion ; for which reaſon Chriſt is 
xver read to have called the B. Virgin by the ten- 
xr name of Mother, even upomthe Croſs : whence 
4 Mes ſpeaking of the Levites, faith, He that faid to Deut.z;, 
us Father, and to his mother, I know you not ; and to 
Ws Brethren 1 know you not, &C. Theſe kept thy word, 
1 obſerved thy Covenant. 


Judith 8.144 


Of the Marriage-Feaſt in Cana of Galilee, x, ..5. 


Part 2. 


Onſider x. His Mother ſaith to the Miniſters, 
IWhatſoever he ſhall (ay to you, do ye. Admire 

ie admirable confidence of the B. Virgin, who no- 
ng diſmayed with the ſeeming rough anſwer, cn- 
urageth the Servers, as if her requeſt had been 

d, Wanted: Obſerve thatthe confidence of obtaining 
Fiat was asked, was grounded in the exact perfor- 
HAancy 


Wedneſday; VII 


| matice of what our Lord ſhould eryoyn, according 


Apoc. 3. 2. 


to. that, If my words abide in you, you (hall ack wh 
thing ſoever you will, and it ſhall be done to you, Þ 
ſure therefore to fulfil whatſoever Almighty Gy 
faith unto you, either by Himſelf, or his Vicar 
your Superiours and Directors, if, you deſire tohy 
furniſhed with Spiritual Wine. | 
Conſider 2. Chrifts injun&tion, ſaying, BJ ; 
Water-pots with water : It was Wine that they wan 
ted; and yet he biddeth them pour in water, whi 
could without more ado, have created Wine in th; 
Veſſels, as they were, without any water : But Go 
commandeth ſometimes things that ſeem to ſtand 
with little reaſon, to try our Obedience. Beſides 
he will have us to concur in things appertaining tc 
our own Salvation : for as St. Auguſtin laith, 
that made you without you, will not ſave you within 


0. 
s Conſider 3. The perfection of Obedience inthel: 
Servers ; they reply not, they queſtion not an 
thing, nor ask a reaſon why, but preſently fill the 
Veſſels, and that zo che top : fo we ought to perforn 
readily, entirely, and to the Tull, the Commandso 
God and our Superiours. Almighty God would 
have nothing that was maimed, or impertec, ot 
fered to him in Sacrifice. See whether your work 
be ſach ; and have a care it be not faid of you, 

find not thy works full before my God. 


Of the Marriage-Feaſt in Cana of Galilee, 
Part 3. 


(CPnſfider I. The greatneſs of the Miracle : Thi 
creature obeyed the will of Chriſt, and the wa 

ter was preſently turned into Wine ; which being 
: POUN 
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ured ont, and taſted by the chief Steward, the 
Miracle appeared to the ſingular joy of the-B. Vir- 
gin, confirmation of the Apoſtles in their Faith, and 
aſtoniſhment of all. Obſerve the force of the B. 
Virgins interceſſion, by whoſe means our Lord 
wrought his Precurſors firſt Sanctification, and this 
firſt Miracle ; that you might learn, that all tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual bleſſings are to be derived unto us 
by her. | | 
” Conſider 2, Thoſe words of the chief Steward; 
Every man firſt ſetteth the good Wine, &C. and then that 
which 2s worſe : Even ſo tne World dealeth with® its 
Cuſtomers ; at firſt it preſents them with the Cup 


meadow, which our riot ſhall not paſs through ; but af- 
terwards it plungeth the Soul into vexation, and 
trouble of mind, and torment. Its Wine is ſuch as 


pour abroad poyſons : Their grape (15 truly ) rhe grape 
of gall, and the cluſters moſt bitter, 

Conſider 3. God dealeth contrariwiſe ; he keep- 
eth his good Wine to the laſt ; at che beginning he 
afflicteth and chaſtiſeth, but afterwards comforteth 


oult ! 
of and crowneth : Thou haſt fhewed unto thy people hard l59 5. 
ij things, thou haſt made ws drink the wine of compunCt1on. 
or a ; 
n & Put afterwards, They ſha!l be inebriated with the plen- P'.35.2. 
p, 


ty of thy houſe, and with the torrent of thy pleaſure thou 
ſhalt make them drink. Beſides, Chriſt did not bring 
forth his Wine, till his Entertainers Wine failed, 
tor that ſpiritual comfort is not afforded, bur in the 
ablence and contempt of all ſenſual pkeaſure. So 
the Manna rained not down till. che proviſion of 
1 Meal chat was brought out of Zgypr was lpent: and 


ll 792 Corn of the Land. | 
| X Or 


of Joys, Allurements, and Pleaſures; Ler there be 10 gay, 2, 8. 


Solomon \peaketh of, It goeth in pleaſantly, but in the Prov.23. 31, 
end it will bite like a Snake, and as a Baſilik it will H.e.q4.22, 


afterwards again, Janna failed after they did eat of j:@ 5 12. 
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Pſal. 92, I» 


Pla), 63.10. 


Ezech.13.5. 


e<. Grey. 


Hom, 17. in 


Evang. 


fulto God, than zeal of Souls. 


Thurſday.  VIIWeek: 


Of caſting the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
_ Temple. Part x. 


# n6mage 1. JESUS being entered into the Tem- 

ple, he found in it them that ſold Oxen, and Sheep, 
and Doves, &c. which though they were ſold there 
tor the uſe of the Sacrifices, yet Chriſt was difpleaſed 
with worldly Traffick in the Houſe of God ; that 
you might learn with what modeſty and ſilence you 
ought to behave your ſelf in the Church, in time of 
Divine Service : for holineſs becometh :hy Houſe, O 
Lord, (faith Dawid) for length of days. 

Conſider 2. Chrift inflamed with zeal for his Fa- 
thers Houſe, When he had made, as it 2vere, a whip of 
little cords,caſt them all out of the Temple the Sheep alſo, 
and the Oxen, and the Money of the Bankers he poured 
out, and the Tables he overthrew. The ſame he did 
again afterwards, a little before his Paſhon. The 
moſt meek Lamb, when his Fathers Honour was 
concerned, put on the Lion, fulfilling in himſelf 
that of the Prophet, The zeal of thy houſe hath eaten 
me : with ſuch zeal ought all Prieſts to be inflamed, 
and with their utmoſt endeavour to hinder the fins 
of their Neighbour. 

Conſider 3. This zeal of the Divine Glory is moſt 
grateful to God, whence he doth reproach ſome of 
his Prophets, in thoſe words; You have not aſcended 
againſt, nor oppoſed a wall for the Houſe of Iſrael: 
Wherefore St. Gregory faith, No Sacrifice zs more grate- 
True zeal of Souls con- 


s. Aug. ſup. ſiſteth in this, that whatſoever you ſee amiſs in 0- 


Joan, 


Gen. 4-9. Cain) you were not your Brothers keeper. 


thers, you endeavour to mend ; which if you can- 
not, to bear withal, and deplore. Sce how cold 
perhaps you are on this behalf, as if (like another 


Of 
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Of caſting the Buyers arid Sellers out of the Jo. 2:6 
Temple. Part 2. 


Onſider x. How Chriſt caſting them out of the 
Temple, faith, Make nor the Houſe of my Father 


a houſe of Merchandiſe : And at another time, a little 


before his Paſſion, My houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Wat.21.t3. 
Prayer, but you have made it a Den of Thieves : Where- 

by we are taught to obſerve due reverence, both 
interiour and exteriour, in Gods Church. See whe- 

ther you make it an Houſe of Prayer, or not ra- 

ther of Merchandiſe, thinking of your atfairs, ftu- 

dies, or other trifles. 

Conſider 2. Your Soul is a Temple of God, ac- 
cording to that of the Apoltle, ou are Temples of i Cor. 3, 
God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you : Whence tO, T7 
followeth that terrible ſentence, But if any violate 
the Temple of God, God will deſtroy him. Conſider 


therefore whether it. be a Houſe of Prayer, by tre- 


quent lifting up your mind to God, or rather of 


worldly negotiation, bending your thoughts upon 


earthly things, your own temporal concerns, meat, 
drink, and the like: wherefore caſt out from 
thence Sheep and Oxen, that is, all bruitiſh and 
earthly affections; even oftering violence to your 
ſelf, by Whips and Cords : for, that the Kingdom of Hatrt.r2s 
Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the wiolent bear is a- 
Way. 
Conſider 3. Chriſt brought not the {courge into 
the Temple, but made it of the cords he round here: 
So our Lord carrieth not a ſcourge abour him, bur 
makes one up cf our ſins, as of ſo many cords: The pry.ris.cr, 
cords of ſmners ({aith David) have wrapped me round 
about : Wheretore caſt forth all {in out of the Tem- 
ple of your Soul, and you will leave him nocthingto 
b make 
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T{ai.5.18, 


Avg. To. | ©. 


in joan. 


Jo.3.1.&C. 


Rom, 7.16. 


Luke 9, 26, 


Saturday. VII Week 


make a Scourge of : Foe to you that draw iniquity in 
cords of vanity, and ſin as the link of a wayn; which 
thoſe do, who add fir to ſin 5 and the longer and 
more grievous the ſinis, the more grievous alſo will 


be the ſcourge. 


Of our Lords diſcourſewith Nicodemus. 


{ponent x. How Nicodemxs being a prime man, 

and well skilled in the Law, came to Chrift 
for inſtruction ; but in the night-time, and in pri- 
vate, for fear of the Jews, and in regard of his 
worldly reputation, being aſhamed, perhaps, to ap- 
pear amongſt the poor and unlearned Diſciples: 
Think how many are hindered from their ſalvation 
by theſe worldly reſpe&s ; bat do you rather fay 
with St. Paul, I am not aſhamed of the Gofpel 3 and 
confeſs God both confidently and openly : Fer be 
that ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, him the 
Son of man ſhall be aſhamed of, hen he ſhall come in 
his Majeſty, ſaith our Lord. 

Conſider 2. Chriſt, as a moſt loving Phyſician, 
accommodated himſelf to the weakneſs of this Dit- 
Ciple, and inſtructed him in many things. 1. Con- 
cerning Baptiſm. 2. Of the cauſes of his coming 
into the World. 3. Of his Paſhion that was to Cette 
ſue. 4. Of Faith neceſlary to ſalvation. Give 
God thanks for theſe, and ponder in particular the 
benefit of our ſpiritual Generation by Baptiſm : 
You muF#f be born again, &c. Conſider alſo the great- 
neſs of that love wherewith God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his onely begotten Son, that every one which 
believe im him, periſh not. | 

Conſider 3. Thoie words, The light 7s come into 
the worid, and men have loved the darkneſs, rather than 
the liebr, O ſhamcetul negle& ! Examine your feli 
whether 
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whether in your actions you rather love darkneſs 

than light 5 for every one that doth ill, hateth light, Mat10.26. 
Se whether you do nothing in private, which you 

would be aſhamed of in publick, and hereafter de- 

fiſt from it : For nothing 2s hid, that ſhall not be revea- 

led; and ſecret, that ſhall not be known; at leaſt by 

God, in whole ſight continually you are. 


Of Holy Communion. Render ac- 
count of thy 
Bailiſhip. 
Conſider Chrift as coming to exa&t an account of your Luke 16, 2, 


Bailiſhip. 
(_ 7. What is ſaid this day in the Goſpel : Luke 16. x. 


There wws a certain rich man that had a Bai- 
liff, &c. Think that you are this Bailiff, whom 
our Lord hath intruſted with ſeveral goods, Inter- 
nal, External, Natural, Supernatural; but with 
what Fruit ? *Tis to be feared bur little yet. Look 
throughly into your ſelf, and perhaps you will 
find all out of order : You have ſlept out your 
ſleep of tepidity, and now you find nothing in 
your hands 5 and therefore you are in diſgrace 


with your Lord, as having ſquandered away, not 


your own ( who have nothing of your {elf ) but 
his goods. 

Confider 2. Our Lord will come unto you to 
day, in the Euchariſt, to exact an account of the 
goods he hath intruſted you withal ; but ar preſent 
he will do it favourably ,with mercy and commilera- 
tion: For (as Fob laid) he doth not now infer bis fury ; Job-35-15s 
neither doth he revenze wickedneſs exceedingly : He wall 
rather ſupply your defects, forgive you your debts, 
and make good unto you again by his holy Grace, 
what you had miſ-lpent: Hereafter he will come 


ES 2 with 


WS now 9 


Munday. 


_ with an Iron Rod, to do Fuſtice and Fudgment, and 


Mat.13.32, 
Luke 7. 47. 


Luxe 6. 37+ 


Pal 142.2. 
Plal. 68.17. 


Mar. $5. 


Mat.y. I. 


TReg.3. 10, 


will ſearch you with Lamps. Endeavour therefore 
now to pleaſe him, by anexact performance of your 
duties, ſeeing you cannot otherwiſe make him any 
TeCOMPECNCE. 

Conſider 3. Theſe Dutiesare, 1. An humble beg- 
ging of pardon, according to that, I forgave thee all 
the debt, becauſe thou beſougbreſ# me. 2. Frequent and 
conſtant love ; any ſims are forgiven her, becauſe ſhe 
hath loved much. 3. A perfc& torgivenels of offen- 
ces and injuries done to you by others : Forgzve, 
and you ſhall be forgiven. 
your Lord into the cloſet of your heart, ſaying with 
the Pſalmiſt, Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, 
but rather according to the multitude of thy commiſes 
rations, have reſpett to me. 


Of our Lords Sermon on the Mount. Part 1. 


Onſider r. Seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 
Mountain, &C. and opening his mouth, he taught 
them, &c. Ponder, 1. The place of this famous Ser- 
mon, which is a high Mountain. 2. The Preach 
ers Perſon, which is the increated Wiſdom of God. 
3. His Chair, or Pulpit ; for he taught them upon 
che bare ground. 4. His Auditors, which were his 
Diſciples, and other unlearned and ſimple people. 
5. The ſubject of his diſcourſe, which was of true 
felicity. Go you up in ſpirit with the people, and 
ſitting at the teet of ſo great a Maſter, give atten- 
tive ear to what he ſaith: Say with Samuel, Speak, 
Lord, for thy ſervant heareth. | 
Conſider 2. Chriſt in this his Sermon performed 
not onely the Office of a Teacher, but alſo of a Law- 


giver, declaring the ancient Law, and ge 
tne 


VIII Week 


With theſe affections bring. 
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ſeek after it always. 


Conſider 3. He performed allo the part of a 
Countellour, exhorting them to points of the grea- 
teſt perfection, even beyond the obligation of the 
Law ; as of turning the other cheek to the Striker, 


of letting go the Cloak alſo to him that takes away 
the Coat, of going two other miles with him that 
will force you one mile, and the like. Think how 
juſt ir is to follow his counſel in all things ; for in 


him be all the treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge hid : Colo 2.25 
And by Iſaiah he is ſtiled Counſelor, and the Angel of *** 7 & 


great counſel. 


Of our Lords Sermon on the Mount. Part 2. wat. 5c 


Onſider 1. All men have a natural deſire of fe- 
licity, yea, even the moſt wicked of all would 
be happy, but will not ſeek after true happineſs : 
Therefore Chriſt beginneth with that which all men 
deſire, as if he ſhould ſay, You all deſire to be hap- 
Py 3 thereforeT will ſhew you the ſeveral ways that 
cad to true happineſs. Do you therefore ſer your 
atftections upon this true Felicity, and ſeek it onely 
by ſuch ways or means as Chriſt hath pointed out 
to you. 

Conſider 2. How contrary are the ways of God 
lrom the ways of the World, and his Judgmen:s 
irom thoſe of men. The Word placeth its telicity 
XA 4 iN 


the New : I was ſaid to them of old, Thou ſhalt not Va. top, 
hill, &c. But T ſay to you, that whoſoever # angry with © 

bs Brother, ſhall be in danger of judgment, &Cc. and 

the like. Reverence therefore this your Law-giver, 

and give him thanks for his wholeſome Precepts : 

Beleech him to print his hoty. Law in the fleſhy 

Tables of your heart 5 ſay with David, Set me @ Phl.118.33, 
Law, O Lord, the way of thy Fuſtifications, and I will 
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in honours, riches, pleaſures, eating and drinking, 


P.1.14z-15. freedom from pain, and grief, &'c. They have ſaid 


that it rs a happy people which hath theſe things : On 
the contrary, Chriſt pronounceth them happy that 
are poor, meek, and humble, that hunger and thirk 
after Juſtice, that ſuffer reproaches and torment 
eFc. As the Heavens are exalted above the earth, ſo an 
my ways exalted above your ways, laith our Lord. Sec 
with what Party you ſide, with Chriſt, or with 
the World. | | 

Conſider 3. Eight Virtues contemptible to the 
World, Chritt honoured with the title of Beatitudes, 
and of them, as ſo many ſteps, made a Ladder for 
us to climb np to our laſt and everlaſting Felicity, 
Theſe ate, 1. Poverty of Spirit. 2. Meekneſs. 3. Sor 
row for ſihs. 4. Hunger and thirſt after Juſtice, 
5. Mercy. 6. Purity of Heart. 7. Making of peac: 
both with God and with Men. 8. Suffering Perle 
cution for Chriſt. You muſt alſo climb this Lad 
der, if you deſire to enter into the Joy of our Lord; 
Bleſſed zs the man whoſe help is from thee, be hath di: 
poſed *Afcenſion in his heart. | | 


Of the firſt Bearitude. 


Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, 8C. 


E” Onſider r. More in particular each Virtue, and 
1nthem, x. Their Acts. 2. Chrifts Example. 
3- Their Reward. The proper Acts of Poverty 
are counted five. 1. He is poor in ſpirit, who in 
affection is ready rather to loſe all than offend God. 
2. Who actually leaveth all for his ſake. $3. Who 
aſpireth nat to things above himſelf, preſumeth not 
of himſelf, nor ſeeketh the praiſes of men.” oY 
i oy pom), nc 0% 
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ine denieth his own judgment and will, ſubmitting him- 
4} ſelf to others. 5. Who acknowledgeth whatſoever 
he hath asa gift of God, and rightly underſtandeth 
his own nothing: My fubſtance is as nothing before p4.48.5, 
thee, See who you arein each point. 

Conſider 2. The admirable Examples which 
Chriſt gave us in this kind, throughout his whole 
Life ; but chiefly in his Crib, in Baniſhment, in his 
Parents Houſe, and on the Croſs : Beſides, he exina- phy, 2. 7. 
nited himſelf (as the Apoſtle faith) made ſubje& and 
theſſ obedient, not onely to his Eternal Father, and Pa- 
des ff rents on Earth, till the thirtieth year of his age, but 

forſÞ alſo to his Tormentors, even to death it ſelf: And 
ity. of his Dodrine he publickly profeſſed, 14 Do&rine Jo. 5. 6. 
Sor-l # not mine, but his that ſent me. | | 
icll Conſider 3. The Reward of this Poverty : For Mat- ſup. 
ace} theirs 3s the Kingdom of Heaven, Think what a gain- 
r& | ful kind of Merchandie: this is, to get an Everla- 
al ting Kingdom, by the exchange of ſome few 
dl; trantitory enjoyments of this life. Ponder the ex- 
di cellency of this Kingdom, its Riches, Glory, Beau- 

ty, and Perpetuity : That which eye hath not ſeen, nor * Cor.2.9, 

ear hath heard, neither hath it aſcended into the heart of 
man, what things God hath prepared for them that love 


bim. Wherefore St. Gregory Nazianzen had reaſon $.Greg.Nsz. 
tolay, Happy # be that buyeth Chriſt, though with all  B-atitud. 


bs goods and fortunes. | Vit Regul, 
nd ; 
le Of the ſecond Beatitude. 
t 
J Bleſſed are the Meek, &C. Mat. $. 4 
«, 


10 Onſider 1. After Poverty in Spirit, that is, con- 
of tempt of the World, and its deſires, followeth 
10 Two 4 as the Child its Parent: "The Adts of 
| this 
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this are chiefly three. The firſt is to bridle the 
paſſions of Anger and Revenge ; and when zeal j 
to. be ſhewed, to do it without any perturbation, . 
ther interiour or exteriour. The ſecond is to he 
affable to all, and troubleſome to none, neither in 
word, nor in action. The third, not to oppoſe or 
put off injuries with violence (even when you lay. 
tally may ) but to ſuffer your own contempt, with 
peace and tranquillity of mind. "Think how: youlf® 
are in theſe particulars. A 

Conlider 2. Chriſts example herein, of whon 


Mar. 12. 19, /atah laith, He ſhall not contend, nor cry out, neither ſual| 
1 of ».4, any man bear m the ſtreets his woice : The reed bruiſe 
z Pet.2-23. be ſhall not break, and ſmoaking flax he ſhall not extinf 
guiſh, &c. He ſhall not be ſad, nor turbulent. Andie 
St. Peter 5 Who when he was reviled, did not revik, 
when he [uffered ; he threatned not, but delivered him: 
felf to him that judged bim unjuſtly : And of himſelf 
Mt.1.29. he faith, Learn of me, becauſe I am meek and humble ff 
heart. Think how you may imitate the ſame. 
Conſider 3. The Reward : For they ſhall poſſeſs the 
Land, to wit, of their own heart, being Maſters of 
their own paſſions ; and alſo of the hearts of other, | 
Eccl. 3.19. according to that, Son, do thy works in meekneſs, and 
thou ſhalt be beloved above the glory of men, Laſtly, 
they ſhall poſſeſs the Land of Promiſe, and Everls 
Plal,36.rr, ſting Inheritance: The meek ſhall inherit the Land, 
and jhall be delighted in multitude of peace. Procure 
therefore to have this Meekneſs in your life and 
converſation 5 that you may come allo to be de-* 
lighted in multitude of peace, as well with God, as} 

with your ſelf, and with all the World. 


\ 
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Of the third Beatitude. Mate 5+ 86 


: h Bleſſed are they that Mourn, &C. 

oY Onfider x. This Mourning is threefold. x. Of 
aw. compunction for our own fins, according to 
vichiſ* example of David and St. Peter. 2. Of com- 
you affion for others. 3. Of Devotion tor our baniſh- 


tent in this World, our ſeparation from God, and 

ur longing deſire after him: Moe 2 to me that my pra.ng.s. 
journing 2 prolonged. This Spiritual Mourning 

xh not wholly conſiſt in atflicting the mind, but 

bin refuſing ſuch things as bring pleaſure and de- 

1Sht with them : Whence the Wile man, Laughter 

tave reputed error, and to joy 1 have ſaid, why art gccl.2.2, 
uu decezved in vain Think on the contrary, how 

edily you ſeek after your own content and fatis- 

tion in all things, and perhaps allo rejozce in moſt Prov.2.14. 
icked things. 

Conſider 2. The example of Chriſt our Lord, of 

. off010011 St. Chryſoſtom writeth, Tou will often find Cuyſoft. 
rs ri weeping, but never laughing : And Solomon faith, CO IEY 
and" heart of wiſe men where ſadneſs is, and the beart of Ec1.7-5+ 
iy, $5 here mirth. Think therefore how reaſonable 

ſz. $5 you ſhould imitate the example of ſo great a 

ad, Faſter, and rank your {elf with wiſe men, rather 

176 211 with fools. 

nd Conſider 3. The Reward : For they ſhall be comfor- Mat5-5e 
Je. #4; both in this life with Divine Illuſtrations, and 

as}Fith the teftimony of a good Conſcience; but 

Fore to the full in the life to come, where they ſhall Mil35.9. 
 ncbriated with the plenty of Gods Houſe, and be 

ade drunk of the torrent of hus pleaſure. Wherefore _ 
Ifſpment your own and your Neighbours fins: for 
loſe that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. Onthe con- 
trary, 


Saturday. © VIII: 


' trary, Woe to you that do now laugh, becauſe you ſhall 
mourn and weep. And in the Apocalyps it is (aid 
So much as ſhe hath glorified her ſelf, and hath been ll 


delicacies, ſo much give her torment and mourning. 


Of the fourth Beatitude. 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after Fuſtice, 
| CC. 


| Þag-erage 1. To hunger and thirſt after Juſtice, 
hath theſe proper Acts: The firſt, is to delire 
all things, without exception, to be fulfilled, which 
are of Juſtice, and obligation towards God and our 
Neighbour. The ſecond, to deſire more and more 
our progreſs in Virtue. The third, that this ſame 
Juſtice be in all the World, and that all may pur: 
Chaſe and conſerve it. The fourth to hunger atter 
2 Cor.1.3o, Chriſt our Lord, who z our Fuſtice and Sandtificatin, 
(as the Apoſtle witnefſeth) both Sacramentally and 
Spiritually, by a lively Faith and interiour Gul, 
Think how you are in theſe points, and whether 
you do not rather loath theſe, and thirſt onely af 
ter worldly delights. | | 
Conſider 2. 'The example of Chriſt, who all hs 
life time ſought after nothing elſe than to do the 
will of his Father, according to that, A4y meat # tv} 
do the will of his that ſent me. And hanging upon iſ: 
the Croſs, he ſaid, Ithirft ; to wit, the Salvation df 
Mankind ,- for whom he ſhed his bloud. Suchffl; 
- ought to be your hunger and thirſt ; not that of the 
wicked, thar ſerve their bellies. 
Mat. ſup, Conlider 3. The Reward : For they ſhall have ther 
Fl. Godaftording them ſpecial graces, and fpiritu- 
al comforts in this life, and repleniſhing them y 5" 
Un, 
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1, with the clear Viſion of himſelf, in the future 
cording to that, (ball be filled when thy glory ſhall Pat. 16.15- 
pear. Think how much this heavenly Saturity 
to be wiſhed for, which never cloyeth, though ir 
MWiſtcch for all Eternity : See whether you had ra- 
her have your fill in this lite, or in the next; it as 
will not be afforded in both, in one you muſt fuk © 
kr hungers 


eeh 
ſhal 
aid, 
7 in 


ce, 

Of Holy Communion. — 
. | : cauſe thy 
1Ce, Confider Chriſt as a merciful Lord. mercy is . . 
fire Pſal.68.17. 


uchY/YOnſfider x: What is read to day in the Goſpel ; -ke 194%. 
E how that Chriſt wept upon FHteruſalem : for © 
016 MGod 5s very ſenſible of our miſeries, and compaſlio- 
8 hate ; and is therefore called by the Apoſtle, The > 
pur: Mather of mrercies ; and often, The merciful and pitiful repo 
fer 1rd : For the Apoſtle faith ( ſpeaking of Chriſt ) 
1100, Wihat ve hawe a High-Prieſt, ho can have compaſſion on 
and Wor infirmities : Wherefore you may juſtly comfort: 
uſt, your ſelf in this, that this ſame merciful Lord will 
ther come to day into your Soul, to pour ont the riches 
' al-Mof his Mercy upon her. 
| Conſider 2. The Mercy of God towards men 
| IEnever ſhewed it ſelf more in any work, than in 
the the Euchariſt : therefore David cryeth our, He 
& hath made a memory of his marvellous works, a mer- pins; 
PO Wicful and pitiful Lord ; he hath given meat to them that | 
1 offifcr him. Think what a mercy this is, to teed us 
uch with his own Fleſh, and make us drink of his 
theFBloud : Who ever did fo much for his greateſt 
Fiend ? Lay open therefore confidently, the mile- 
heres of your Soul, when he cometh co you, and be- 
tl Wkech him to afford redreſs. | 
0s Conſider -3. You muſt havegreat care, when he 
Cormss 
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Luc. ſop.44. weeping upon you, as he did upon Hiernſalem; þ 


V. 43+ 


Mat. 5. 7. 


_ tend themſelves to all, without exception, even dil 


| Mat.11.28, 


Luke 19.47. 
AQ.10.39. 


Luke I0, 30. 
&Ce 


| 
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comes unto you, that you give him not occaſion 


cauſe thou haſt not known the time of thy Viſitation. Vl 
doth often viſit us, by holy Inſpirations, by goo 
Books, &c. and thereby incites us to perfe&ion. Se 
how you correſpond, leſt there may be the ſam 
reaſon to ſay of you: For the days ſhall come up 
thee, and thy enemies ſhall compaſs thee with a Trend 
&Cc. and (by fin) beat thee flat to the ground. 


I > cy a. wt = mo an 
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Of the fifth Beatitude. 
Bleſſed are the Merciful, &c. 


F NOnſider x. Mercy comprehendeth fourteen fort 
of actions, which are called Works of Metcy 
ſeven Spiritual, and ſeven Corporal. The Ads 0 
this Virtue, that they may be perfe&, muſt 7. Et 


Enemy. 2. Lay hold of all occaſionsof doing god 
and that in all manner of diſtreſs, according to out 
ability. 3. They ought to be performed with: 
interiour pious affection. Think how you at 
wont to be in theſe, eſpecially the ſpiritual Work 
of Mercy. 

Conſider 2. The example of Chriſt in theſe pa 
ticulars: x. As to all forts of perſons: therefore k 
ſaid, Come ye to me, all (without exception) that 
bour, and are burthened, and.I will refreſh you. 2. Ast 
all occaſions of doing good ; therefore, - He wi 
teaching daily in the Temple : And, He went throug! 
out doing good, and healing all that ere oppreſſed of th 
Devil. 3. He performed all with a moſt tend: 
afte&tion, like to the Samaritan, who bound b 
wounds that fell among thieves : therefore go, and « 
thou in like manner. Conl 
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Conſider 3. The Reward: For they ſhall obtain 
"Wl mercy, as well in this life, both for body and foul, 
aſs in the life to come, likewiſe for both, and that 
WM after a perfect manner : and indeed, with the ſame rye 6.38. 
\ Wl meaſure that you do mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you a- 
"HY 74. Think how much you ſtandin need of Gods 
W Mercy: What would become of you, if he ſhould 
deal with you according to your deſerts? Be mer- 
ciful therefore, and that, in all the Works of Mer- 
ey, that you = obtain Mercy: Fudgment without 14c.2.13. 
mercy to him ( ſaith St. Fames ) that hath not done 
qercy. 


Of the ſixth Beatitude. Mat. 5. 8. 
Bleſſed are the clean of heart, 8c. 


Onfider x. Cleanneſs of heart confifteth, 1. In 

being free from all ſin,both Mortal and Venial. 
2 inthe frequent exerciſe of holy thoughts. 3. In 
the purity of a right intention, doing nothing with 
J Ufimulation, or with intention to appear before 
men : Therefore the Apoitle requireth of us, Cha- 
aff 702 2 pure heart, and a good conſcience, and a faith r Tim.1.s, 
1” feigned. Examine your felt how you are in 
theſe particulars. | 

Conſider 2. Chrifts example, Who ( as St. Peter r Per.2.22. 
Yaith) did no /in, neither was guile found in his mouth : 
DElherefore he is alſo called, The brightneſs of eternal S:p.7 26. 
"ught, the unſpotted glaſs of Gods Majeſty, and the Image 
lf b* goodneſs : And did oftenrebuke the Scribesand 
i Pharitees, oe to you Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites, waar.23 25. 
WPrcanſe you make clean that on the outſide of the cup and 
Mb, but within you are full of rapine and uncleannef. 
Fe whether you imitare Chriſt, or rather the Pha- 
1 Mikes, in your ations. | —_— 
Conſt 
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: Conſider 3- The Reward: For they ſhall fee Gul 

O what a happineſs it will be to ſee God ! Niuths 

eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, &c. . Labour therefore tg 

obtain this purity of heart, which the greater it is 

the perfeter will be your Viſion, and Eſfentil 
Happineſs. Even in this life ſuch ſhall have 

| clearer knowledge of God, and divine things: Q 
$2p. 1.45 the contrary, Wiſdom will not enter into a maliciag 
ſoul, nor dwell in a ſoul ſubje& to fins: And the-Hi 
Ghoſt of diſcipline, will flie from him that feigneth, (ait 

the Wiſe man. 


Of the ſeventh Beatituds 


Mat.5.9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, &C. 


Onſider 1. There are four ſeveral ways of nm 

king peace. The firſt is, to make peace wit 

- ones ſelf, by ſubjecting the Fleſh to the Spirit, ant 
the ſenſual Appetite to Reaſon. The ſecond i; 

to keep peace with others, to hurt none, to gin 

no body occaſion of complaint. The third is, t 

pacifie and make agree thoſe that are at variance: 

| The fourth, and moſt excellent of all others, ist 
8 reconcile fouls to God. Think how you carry ya 
| {elf in theſe. 
[| _ Conſider 2. The example of Chriſt, who then h 
| fore came down from Heaven, that he might 


| | our Mediator tor peace, and is theretore called, y 
| [ ifal. x. 6. Peaceable King , and Prince of Peace. At his firlt Y 
: trance into the World, he brought Peace with hun | 
[| | Luke2.14. And inearth, peace to men of good will, And at 1 
| | going forth of it again, he leit us his Peace as a1 q 
| Jo. 14. 27. gACy, laying, Peace I leave to you, my peace I givf 1 
| you, &c. Laſtly, he would have his Diſciples © 

Luke to 9. {alute all with the word of peace, Peace to thus hf 

gl 


z 
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And himſelf; after his Reſurrection, uſed the like 
alutation to them. 

 Confider 3. The Reward: For they ſhall be called 
ſl the Children of God. Think what a dignity it is to 
be the Son of Almighty God : If it-be thought a 
great matter to be the Son of ſome earthly Prince, 
how much more to have the Heavenly King, and 
Lord of all, for his Father ? Wherefore Alinighty 
God doth after a ſpecial manner love, cheriſh, and 
protect theſe Peace-makers, as his own Children. 
See how you keep peace within your ſelf, with 
God, and with your Neighbour ; and do your en- 


ſtanding, keep your heart and intelligence. 


by Of the eighth Beatitude. 
- Bleſſed are they that ſuffer Perſecution, 8C. 


deavour, that the peace of God, which paſſeth all under- Phil. 4. 74 


Mat.5.uG 


gi Onſider x. Theſe four things. Tx. Under the ' 


, Name of Perſecution, are comprehended all 
manner of Injuries, Aflictions, and Incommodi- 
ties, in our Fortunes, Honour, and Lite. 2. Theſe 
are raiſed by the Devil, or his Minifters: Some- 
times 'alſo through miſtake ( God fo permitting ) 
by the Juft. 4. They are inflicted for Juſtice 
ſake, when one ſuffereth them for the exerciſe of 
Virtue, and inccompliance with his proper duties, 
both towards God and men. 4. In ſuch occaſi- 


allo joyfully, for the greatneſs of the Reward : 


Murderer, or a Thief, or a Reviler, &C. but if as a 
Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, but let him glorifie 
God in this Name. 

L, Con- 


ons they are to be ſuffered not onely patiently, but . 


Therefore St. Perer ſaith, Let none of you ſuffer as a * 2t4415. 
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Exod.,25-49. 


| Roem.3.18, 


Mat.yi Zs 


red all manner of injuries, and incommodities ; in 
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Confider 2. The example of Chriſt, who endy. 


his Honour, in his Goods, in his Perſon ; for a 
cauſe which on his part was the moſt juſt that 
could be; to wit, for the publiſhing his moſt 
wholſome and Divine Law, and bringing Man- 
kind back from the dirt and mire of Vice, wherein- 
to he was fallen, to the way of Eternal Salvation : 
Therefore look, and do according to the pattern. 

Confider 3. The Reward : For therrs 3s the King- 
dom of Heaven. And again, Be glad and repoyce, 
for your reward 1 wery great in Heaven, Ponder 
well the greatneſs of this Reward ; and how true 
is that of the Apoſtle, The paſſions of this time are 
not condign to 'the glory to come, that ſhall be revealed 
in 1s. 


Of thoſe words of our Lord, "Me are the 
Salt of the Earth, &c. 


(COniider I. Salt doth both ſeaſon Meat,'and pre- 
ferve it from corruption : So it is the part of 
all Apoſtolical men, to preſerve Souls from the cor- 
ruption of ſin; and behdes, to render the exerciſe 
of Virtue ſavoury and pleaſantunto them : If it be; 
your lot to ſerve God in the nature of Salt, ſee that 
you be firſt throughly refined, and purged from 
worldly afte&tions, by the fire of Divine Charity, 
that you may be ſuch your ſelf, as you delire to 
make others. | 
Conſider 2. How excellently Chriſt performed 
this proper effect of Salt z whoto purge and preſerve 
us from in, ſpent himſelf wholly upon us, in a man- 
ner melting away like Salt ; and communicated to 
our actions, of themlclyes inſipid and of no _ 
the 
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the Divine ſavour and value of his precious Merits. 
Moreover, by his Example and Doctrine he hath 
made Perfecutions, which are bitter of themſelves, 
ſweet and pleaſant unto us. Permit your ſelf there- 
fore to be ſeaſoned with the Salt of his Wiſdom, 


and Example : What Sacrifice ſoever thou offereſt, thou 1,qe,2.rz, 


ſhalt ſeaſon it with ſalt, ſaith our Lord ; that is,with 
the Merits and Example of Chriſt. 
Conſider 3. Bat if the ſalt loſe his virtue, &C. it 75 Mat.g.14, 

good for nothing any more, but to be caſt forth, and trod- 
den of men. In the ſame manner will God uſe thoſe 
Preachers, that have no virtue or efficacy, either of 
Example or Dodtrine,to ſeaſon the life and manners 
of others, but vaniſh and moulder away by pride, 
vain glory, and atte&ion to worldly things: They 


are become vain in their cogitations ({aith the Apoſtle) Row.1.21. 


and their fooliſh heart hath been darkened. See tha: 


you do not at any time come to this pals. 


Of thoſe words of Chriſt, To# are the Light Mat.5.:s. 
of the World, &c. 


Onfider x. Apoſtolical men are to be not onely 
Salt, to purge the hearts of men from {in, but 
alſo the Light of the World, to enlighten others, 
and direct them into the way of all Virtue : 'T'his 
is a Divine Office, and moit accepradle to God, ac- 
cording ro that, They that be learned, (hall ſhine as the Dan.12.3. 

brightneſs of the Eirmament 5 and they that injtru6t 
many to Fuſtice, as Stars unto nerpetual eternitics. *1 is 
the property of light, both to enlighten, and to give 
heat. See therefore how you do already, or may 

hereafter perform both. | 

Confider 2. How Chrilf was the irue Light woich Jon, ge 
lighten) every man thar cometh into the world, by 
word and example, and by the interiour Rays of 
Li 2 his 
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his Grace. Beſides, ponder how light, although it 
paſs through unclean places, is nothing defiled there, 
by-: So Chriſt, and all Apoſtolical men, although 
they converſe and deal with ſinners, yet partake not 
with them in their ſins. RT 

Conſider $3. Thefe words of Chriſt 5 Neither 
men light a candle and put it under a buſhel : Where 
alſo thoſe are reprehended, who employ not then 
ſelves int enlightening their Neighbour, according 
to the Talent they have received, but rather hide 
their light in their boſome, either out of puſillani- 
mity, or fluggiſhneſs : Do you rather, according to 
the charge God hath committed unto you, be care- 

. ful to ſhine forth to all, like unto the Stars of which 

Batuc.3- 25- Baruch ſpeaketh, They were called, and they ſaid, Here 
' we are; and they have ſhined to him with chearfulnt, 

that made them. | 


Becauſe Of Holy Communion. 
with thee 

— <>. Conſider Chriſt as our Propitiation. 
and for thy 

Law I nave 


expeRed Onſider x. That you are that Publican, off 


thee, © whom itis read to day in the Goſpel ; for by 


PaLr29.4. Icafon of your many ſins you deſerve not to lift up}'* 
Luke 18.13 your eyes to Heaven, but ought rather to knockÞ}: 
your breaſt, and to cry out continually with him: 
O God, be propitions to me a ſmner. Call to mind the} 
fins of your lite paſt, and you will ſee how fitly 

that ſaying agreeth with you. 
Confider 2. You have cauſeof great confidence, 
in regard that after ſo many ſins, you have the 
Judges Son to ſtand for you, and more than that, 
have theJudge himſelf, Chrift our Lord, your Pre 
x Jo.2.2. Ptzator : For, he zs the propitiation for our ſms, nor for 
OUTER 
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ours onely, but for the whole worlds. And although 

he be always, and every-where merciful, yet never 

more than in the H. Euchariſt, where that he might 

he propitious unto us, he would even be incorpora- 

ted with us. That which covered the Ark of the 
Covenant in the Old Law, was called the Propitia- Exod.2z.20, 
ory 3 much more therefore is the Euchariſt our Pro- 

tiatory, having under it the Living Ark of the true 
Covenant between God and us. 

Conſider 3. The Jews were forbidden to do a- : 
ny {ervile work upon the day of Propitiation: No Levit. 23.28. 
ſervile work ſhall you do in the time of this day, be- 
cauſe it 3s a day of propitiation. Sin 1s properly a 
fervile work : Amen, Amen, I ſay to you, that every jo.s, z4, 
owe which committeth ſin, 3s the ſervant of ſin, ſaith our 
Lord. Abſtain theretore from ſin, even the leaſt, 
eſpecially upon days of Communion 3 and with 
the Prophet, ſay toour Lord, when he cometh, For 
thy Nzme, O Lord, thou wilt be propitions tomy ſin, for phl24.rn, 
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' B:t 5 much. 


Of our Lords Prayer. Part x. NO 


Onſider how Chriſt, on the Mount, like a great 
Maſter of a ſpiritual life, among other things, 
tught his Diſciples alſo the manner of Prayer, 
which becauſe we uſe daily, to the end we may do 
it with the greater fruit, and ſpiritual guit, it wall 
be to good purpole to ponder each word apart. 

_ Our Father which art in Heaven, In the Old Te- 
ltament, God was ordinarily called the Lord ; in 
the New he is pleaſed to be called Father, and that 
by his own Vatlals. He is Father, 1. By Title of 
Creation. 2. Of Conſervation. 3. Of Adoption. 
Se therefore that you prove a Child worthy of ſuch 


a Father ; Beſides, it 1s faid, Our, not wine alone, 
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Tf. 6. 3. 
Plal. El 3:9. 


Apoc.5.10, 


Mat.6.9. &c. 


Tueſday. X Weel 


that you ſhould underſtand, that all men are your 


Brethren, and to be loved by you as ſuch : Whourt 


n Heaven, as in the Seat of Majeſty, though he is 
every-where by his preſence, that you ſhould raiſe 
your thoughts thither, as to your Native Country, 
flowing with all manner of riches and delights. 

Hallowed be thy Name. "This 1s that which we 
ought to {eek in the firſt place, to wit, the honour 
and glory of God, that he may be worſhipped and 
loved of all, and honoured by the Saintity of our 
lives: Therefore ſtir up often theſe afteRions in 
your ſelf ; ſay with the Seraphins, Holy, holy, help, 
the Lord God of Hoſts; and with David, Not to as, 
O Lord, not to us, but to thy Name give the glory. 

Thy Kingdom come. "That is, let thy Kingdom 
come to us in this life by Grace, in the other by 
Glory ; for God doth truly reign in the Juſt by 
Grace, accoruing to that, Thou haſt made zs to our 
God a Kingdom. See whether God, or not rather 
the World, reigneth in your heart and affection. 


Ot our Lerds Prayer. Part 2. 


C*Onſfider the reft of the Prayer. Thy will be done 


in earth as it is in Heaven, "The Will of Godis 
of three ſorts; of Precept, of Council, and of 
go00d Pleature. Let all theretore follow your coun- 
{els and inſpirations, obey your commands, approve 
and reverence your good pleaſure in Earth, as the 
Saints do in Heaven, and execute your holy will 
readily, cheartully, and conſtantly. See whether 
you Go {o. 

Ozr daily bread, &c. Both corporal, whereby 
the life of the body is maintained, and chiefly ſp1- 
ricual, whereby the Soul is preſerved in life : for 
70l 
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mt in bread alone doth man live, but in every word Mat 4 4+ 


that proceedeth from the mouth of God, 8C. Give us this 
day, that is, daily ; that you ſhould daily ask it, not 
for your ſelf alone, but for #s all, even your E- 
nemies. 

And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we, &c. There- 
fore firſt forgive, if any one have offended you, ei- 
ther by word or deed, that you may deſerve to 
have forgiveneſs of your offences : You are indebt- 
ed more than a thouſand talents to God, in com- 
pariſon whereof your Brother ſcarce oweth you a 
peny ; forgive therefore the leſſer debt, that your 


greater may be forgiven you : Forgive, and you ſhall gee 6, 35, 


be forgiven. 

And lead us not into temptation. "That is, do not 
permit us to be overcome. Ir is not always expedi- 
ent for us to be without temptation in this lite, for 
the tryal and improvement of our Virtue; Beg there- 
fore ſtrength to reſiſt. 

But deliver us from all evil, both of guilt, and of 
puniſhment ; from the ſnares of the Devil : Laſtly, 
from all evil, paſt, preſent, and future, that you 


| may enjoy everlaſting happineſs in the Kingdom of 


Heaven. Amen. Be it, be it, 


Ot other ſayings of Chriſt on the Mountain, vrat.s. & 6, 


Onſider x. In the ſame Sermon our Lord doth 
very ſeverely forbid anger againſt our Brethren. 
There are three degrees of anger : the firit, of the 
heart ; the ſecond, of words ; the third, of deeas. 
Ponder the evils which it brings us : It perverteth 
Reaſon, it expoſeth us to grievous fins, and makes 
us liable to the torments of Hell. Think how you 
are ſubje& to this vicein your actions, and ſee you 
mend your ſelf. Z 4 Con- 


| ' Thurſday. X Week 


Conſider 2. He doth alſo forbid us to ſwear, I: 
Mat.5 37- your talk be yea, yea, no, no. Think how derteſtable Nor 
fl! is the cuſtom of ſwearing, how unworthy of any un 
Ill > Chriſtian, nwch more of ſacred perſons: A man ſou 
Eccl.23.22. that ſweareth much, ſhall be filled with iniquity, and bv 
Plague ſhall not depart from his houſe 5 that is, Gods ce 
revenge. See whether perhaps any ſuch cuftom Fall 
have place in you, and ſeek to root it out, both in an 
your ſelf and others. de 
Mat. 6, I. Contider 3. Thoſe words; Take good heed that le 
you do not your Fuſtice before men, to be feen of them, al 
He teacheth us to flie vain glory, riſing from good by 
works, otherwiſe we ſhall have no reward in Hea- We! 
| ven :' We are to do good works before men, accor- 
Mat.5.17. ding to that, So ler your light ſhine before men, &C. 
yet not with intention thereby to pleaſe men, but 
S. Greg, Godalone: Therefere let the action ({aith St. Gregory) 
- ws oh " be ſo in publick, that the intenticn, whereby we ſeek onely 
to pheaſeGod, be kept in private. 
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Mt.ro, Of ſending the Apoſtles to Preach. Part x. 


Luke 10, 


Hy 1. Our moſt merciful Lord beholding 
Luke Io, 2, the ſtate of Souls in Tfrael, ſaid, The harvest 
truly is much, but the workmen few: Pray therefore 
the Lord of the harve##, that he ſend forth workmen in- 
ro hx harvef. Our Lords Harveſt are the Ele&, 
who expect the preaching of the Goſpel ; and of 
theſe there are many of your own Country, for || ( 
whoſe good you ought to be concerned : Beſeech 
our Lord therefore to lend zealous workmen, and 
i ſuch as may reap much fruit; and if it be your 
[i  lIotto beone, ſee you [pare no pains, nor labour, 
{ ſecking the good of Souls, not your own private 


ends. | 
Contt 


ter Pentecoſt. Friday. 347 

Lf Conſider 2. Hence Chriſt ſent his Diſciples to 

ble preach: But r2y0 and 10, to recommend Charity Luke 10.r. 

ny Nunto us, wherewith the Preachers of the Goſpel 

23 ought ' to be linked together : tor, Brother that 3x Prov. 18.19. 

nd Mbolpen of Brother, u as a ſtrong City. "Think how ne- 

xd cetfary this Union, and mutual affiſtance is among 

Im Ball that help Souls, leſt otherwiſe what one gathers, 

in Banother ſcattereth ; and what one builds, another 
deſtroyeth. Excite your ſelf therefore to an Uni- 

at Fvcrſal and Apoſtolical Charity towards all. Note 

m, allo, that theſe Harveſt-men muſt be ſent, or called, 

xd fby Chriſt and his Subſtitutes, and not thruſt them- 

2 fklves in by their own private Autharity. 

r- | Conſider 3. Chriſts Precepts to thoſe he was to 

 knd. 1. He debarreth them far from all Avarice : 

ut (Gratis you have received, gratis give ye. 2. He for- wat.10.8. 

9) Bbiddeth ſuperiiuous and precious things : Do not poſ- 

Jy MEG gold, nor ſilver, nor money in your purſes. 3. In or- 

dinary conveniencies he prohibiteth ſuch as are leſs 

neceſſary: Not a skrip for the way, neither t100 coats, 

&. 4. Even in necelfaries, he will have them con- 

fde in God, and feed upon what is ſet before them, 

withour ſeeking after extraordinaries and particula- 

rities, Eating and drinking ſuch things as they hawe. Luke 10.1. 

Think how you ought to obſerve theſe thmgs, if | 

you deſire to labour in our Lords Harveſt, with pro- 

t, rather than with pomp. | 


f | : | 
r | Oi ſending the Apoſtles to Preach. Par? 2. Mat. 10, | 
h : ; ure ro, | | 
d Onſider i. Thoſe words; Behold I fend you 1 


as ſheep in the midſt of w. 1:5: An unheard-of | 

kind of warfare ; he ſenderth ineep to combat with | 
olves: So true it is, The weak things of the world 1 Cx.1,27; { 

[#5 God choſen, that he may confound the ſtrong, More- | 

: | over, 


Saturday. X Well 


over, he admoniſheth his Preachers to be like She ſy 
that is, meek, not returning evil for evil, but en.|yf 
ploying themſelves wholly to the benefit of thei 
(eighbour, like unto Sheep, which give their 
milk, and wool, and fleſh, and all they have, fo 
mans ule. $ 
Conſider 2. Thoſe other words 5 Be ye wiſe afflni 
Serpents,and ſimple as Doves : He would have the Ser. 
ents Wiſdom joyned with the Doves Simplicity;pl 
He requireth Prudence in taking fit occations offi 
time, and place, &c. to help our Neighbour : Sim 
plicity in doing all things ſincerely, without doubl 
dealing or malice, and proceeding without bitter. 
neſs and gall ( which Doves are (Gd not to have), 
Cant,r.zs. Thine eyes are as Doves ( ſaith the Spoule in the Canſſh; 
ticles) that is, pure : Such therefore ought to be the, 
eye of your intention. Vc 
Conſider 3. The Subje& they are —_— tolflc: 
Mat.19.7- preach on : Going preach, [aying, that the King aomif 
_ = zs at hand Be. p-. _ forth, they ay | 
that they ſhould do penance, "They preached not aſf, 
vain and curious matters, but of ſuch onely as werdſh; 
profitable for the good of Souls ; ſuch ought to be 
the endeavours and manner of preaching, of thok,c 
that have care of Souls, ſpeaking inwardly to thei, 
Hearers ſpiritual profit, and not to the outward, 
+ rom od ihew : Let your applauſe (laith St. Hieron) be your A 
ditors tears. 


or 


Euke 0-77 Of the Diſciples return from Preaching, 


Onſider 1. How the Diſciples being return« 

from Preaching, and ſomething couched wit 

$. Greg. Vain glory (as the H. Fathers expound ) tor having 
Hieron. Caſt out Devils, ſaid, Lord, the Devils alſo are ſubjet 


Cypr. apu; ; ql i 
5. han to u59 Whence you may ſee how ſubtile a vice vain 


glor 
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eepplory is, that inſinuates it ſelf even into the aftions 
 enfſÞ6f the Apoſtles ; that you may fo much the more 
therſheware of it your ſelf. 
ther Conſider 2. Chriſts Reprehenſion : T ſaw Satan 
, forfflus « Lightning falling from Heaven ; as if he ſhould 

2y, as Satan in the beginning fell down as Light- 
fe ating from Heaven, for his haughtineſs and pride, 
Serfflo do you take heed, leſt being puffed up with vain 
ity Folory, you come to be involved irl the ſame ruine ; 
5 dfffkhat you may learn always to ſtand in fear, and 
dinfſthat no ſtate or condition whatſoever, even of A- 
ubkſpoſtles, or Angels, is ſecure from falling. 
eter Conſider 3. Repoyce 10t in this, that the Spirits are 
Ve lubje unto you ; but rejoyce in this, that your names are 
LaMEoritten in Heaven: True joy is found onely in ſolid 
tieVirtue, and hopes of Eternal Life, not in ſpecial fa- 

yours, or miraculous gifts, which ought rather to 
| tofffeauſe in us fear, and caution, left we abuſe them. 
miElearn therefore to ſeek content of mind onely in 
chfheaventy things : The joys of this World are but 
t ofrzin and counterfeited 3 The joy of the Hypocrite (that Job 20. 5, 
er; of the deceitful World ) as it were for a moment, 
 0fzith Fob : Heavenly content alone is everlaſting, 
WEccording to that, Everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their 1fai.35.1o, 
WiBead; they ſhall obtain joy and gladnefs, and ſorrow and 
Y murning ſhall flie away. 

{ 


Of Holy Communion. | Lord, thou 
wilt open 


| : : my lips, and * 
Conſider Chriſt as Giver of Hearing, and Speech my mouth 
a ew 
1 to your Soul. Forth thy 


it praiſe, 
. A . . Pfal.50.17, 
iSPOnfider x. What is read.this day in the Goſpel, yr. 5r 


Ry how Chriſt cured one that was deaf and dumb. 
magine your felf to be ſuch, as truly you are, in 
JN Spirit 3 
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Ifal. 65.12, 


Jer. I. 6 


Mark 7. 37. 


Ifal. 90:4, 


Mark 7.32. 


Sap.I0.21, 


Sunday, 


Inſpirations, often exciting you to Compundtion 
> | gg a 3 
Patience, Humility, and all manner of Perfe&inn: 


T called, and you have not anſwered, I ſpake, and yu | 


bave not heard. Think alſo how dumb you are in 
{peaking of God, and divine matters, whereas much 


fruit might come of ſuch holy diſcourſes, both to f 
your ſelf and others. You may truly ſay with the | 


Prophet, I cannot ſpeak, becauſe I am a child, in mat- 
ters of Spirit. 


Confider 2. Chriſt will come to you to day in the 
Euchariſt, of whomit is ſaid in the Goſpel, He hath | 


made both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to ſpeak: 
And if he did it then corporally, much more will 


he do it now ſpiritually, opening the ear of your | 


hearr ſo as to hear his voice z _ informing your 
tongue toſpeak of him to the editication of others, 
according to that, The Lord hath given me a learned 


tongue, that I may know to ſtay him up that zs weary, | 


with a ord, &c. In the morning be ſtirreth up mine 
ear, that I may hear him as a Maſter, &c. O what a 
bappineſs !. - | YE 

Conlider 3. The preparation neceſlary forthere- 
ceiving of theſe Bleflings is, 1. Frequent Prayer 
for the Diſciples to day beſought him, that he would 
irzpoſe his hand upon him. 2. Retiredneſs from the 
noite and affairs of the World; for he cured him 
not, till he had taken him from the multitude apart. 
3. Humility, for wiſdom hath opened the mouth of the 
dumb, and the tongues of infants ſhe hath made eloquent. 
Be therefore an Infant, without deceit, and a little 
one in your own eyes, that you may deſerve of our 
Lord to be made eloquent to his Glory. 


XI Week 
Spirit: Think how deaf you are to Gods Voice and 


Ct 
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Of St. Fobn's Meſſage to Chriſt. Part x. mat. ths. 
Onſider 1. When Tohn had heard in pr i/on the Mat.11.2 
works of Chriſt, &c. Ponder the admirable 
[courage of this holy Precurſor, who did nor ſtick 
Iublickly to reprehend the impious Marriage of the 
wicked King, and choſe rather to endure the hard- 
ip of Priſon, and ſuffer death it ſelf, than diflem- 
'Yblethe truth, much leſs to betray it, Such ought to 
Ti: all Apoſtolical men, full of zeal in Gods Cauſe, 
I conftant Upholders of the Right, and ſich as 
know not how to yield cither to threats or flatte- 
ries, 
| Conlider 2. Fohy being in priſon, fent two of his 
Diſciples to demand of Chriſt, Arr thou he that art JAI 
t1 cone, 8c. Not as if he any thing doubted of it ||| 
Y himſelf, but to the end the hearts of his Diſciples i 
might be confirmed in their Faith, by their dil- 
courſe with Chriſt : So Charity ſ{ceketh all ways of 
helping others. Do you rejoyce and give thanks, 
that Chriſt hath been pleaſed long ſince to come a- 
mong us, and not held the World inlonger ſuſpence 
and cxpectation of his coming ; and for the infinite 
benefits and treaſures we enjoy by means of his In- 
carnation. = 
Confider 3. Chriſtsanſwer: Go, and report to Fohn 
what you have heard and ſeen : The blind ſee, &c. He 
doth not in open terms ſay, that he is Chriſt, to a- 
void even theleaſt ſhew of boaſting, but proveth it 
by his works ; for as St. Bernard ſaith, Louder zx the Bern. Szrm. 
ſound of works than of words. In like manner there-?” OY 
fore, you muſt ſhew your ſelf to be a Chriſtian, 
Prieſt, or Religious, more by your works, than by 
your words: Let her works (faith the Wiſe man ) Prov.31.31, 
praiſe her m the gates. Beſides, feeing Chriſt ſo libe- 
rally 
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rally beſtowed corporal benefits, making the blind 
to ſee, the lame to walk, and the like; you hayw? 
much more reaſon to hope for ſpiritual gifts andÞ» / 
favours at his hands. bin 


Of St. Fobn's Meſſage to Chriſt. Part 2, I} C 


Onſider 1. St. Fobys Diſciples being gone, ou © 
Lord began to commend their Maſter : Firſt” 4 
for his conſtancy in Virtue, that he was not like Micit 
Reed toſled wich every wind, and wavering one"! 
very ſide, nor empty, or void of pith, and ſubs © 
ſtance : He was not a reed (ſaith It. Gregory ) whay / De, 
720 alteration of things did ever make to bend. Sea" v 
whether you be not aReed, eaſily turned on every; 
ſide by the leaſt blaſt of mens months, inconſtanF 
in your good purpoſes, and without any pith ofÞ®s 
ſolid Virtue. Fs 
Conſider 2. He is commended for the auſterir © 
of his life, and that he was not clothed in [oft gafjema 
ments, &c. that you might learn to ſhun all nicetieÞ* * 
and ſuperfluities in meat, drink, and apparel, ic 
you defire to be approved of by Chriſt in the dayſ\ie 
of Judgment. Laſtly, he is cermed by Chriſt an" 
Angel, to wit, both by Office, and Purity of Like : 
that you ſhould do your utmoſt to imitate his And 
gelical Behaviour, and incomparable Innocency offÞ®* 
Life. fatio1 
Conſider 3. Upon this occaſion Chriſt ſaid, The | def 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the violent ( 
bear it away. Think how true that was in St. Joby 
in the Martyrs, and in all the Saints: There areſ**2c 
twoy ſorts of Violence, the one exteriour , whic leſſe 
curbs the fleſh; the other interiour, which bridlethſÞ® 75: 
the inordinate appetites of the mind ; whereof this" 
latter is the more excellent, but both to be uſed lll 
WHRUFT 


eater P entecoſt 4 Wedneſday. 35 3 
ahierefore St. Hieron with good reaſon did fay, So Hieron.ap, 
Mach ſhall you profit, by how much you offer violence to p.a.nun,cs, 
Mr ſelf. See what, and how much ir is, that you 

hin this point. 


Of the Martyrdom of St, Fohn Baptiſt, Vat. 14- 


\M"Onſider x. Herod made the ſupper of his Birth- Matk 6.21. 
day to the Princes, &c. Worldly men placetheir 
Feicicy in the enjoyment of this morcal life, which 
[owithſtanding paſſeth away likes a ſhadow : On 
Mic contrary, the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, Better zs the day Eccl.7. 2; 
MW Death, than the day of Nativity; for that this bring- 
MW us into this World, and into innumerable miſe- 
is ; the other, if we have lived well, uniteth us 
Sith God himſelf : Therefore have your eye alt 
25s upon that, and diſpoſe your {elf to it in all 
four aC&t10Ns. 
Conſider 2. Among their Cups and Dances, was 
manded and granted the Head of a moſt inno- 
Wnt and holy man 3 where you may learn what 
Fcimes Riot and Wantonnelſs do beget : whence the 
Wile man ſaith, Be not in the feaſts of great drimkards. vrov.23-206 
W7rod fell into this Precipice, for that he would not 
Wear St. Zobn 3 which word fignifieth Grace. Take 
Ficed therefore you do not expoſe your-1elf to the 
Flime ruine, by reſiſting Gods holy Graceand Inſpi- 
ations : Foe ro thee that deſpiſeſt, ſhalt not thyſelf alſo 10g. 
e deſpiſed 2 - | | 
| Cider 3.S.Zohn received the ſentence of Death 
wth great joy, and with as great conſtancy laid his 
Head on the Block, whence he breathed forth his 
befſed Soul into the boſom of Abraham : Precious Pal.urs.6e 
W'” ihe ſig hr of our Lord the death of bis Saints. Beg 
Fiat you may come to the like end, whereby you 


Will have a moſt ſecure and ſhort paſſage to Heaven : 
Otter 


| 
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Hol. 2.14. 


Mat. 14.15. 


Tbid. 


Tob. &. 3, 


- Miracles and Doctrine : He had compaſſion on them, 8; 


ſpeak to her heart, ſaith our Lord of a faithful fol 


. and two fiſhes. "This was all the proviſion of th: 


ful. 


- _ Thurſday: XIW 
Offer your {elf often to God for Martyrdom: In 
tate the example of ſo many glorious Martyr; "9 
your Country, by the continual 'practice of Viru”* 
and conſtancy in Faith and Religion. ſg 


Of five thouſand fed in the Defart. Part rj 


Onſider 1. How a great multitude of peoylf 
followed Chriſt into the Deſart, drawn by hi ( 


and he began to teach them many things. He firſt givet 
them ſpiritual food, afterwards allo corporal. Yo 
muſt alſo retire into the Deſarr, far from the noi jab 
of worldly cares, if you deſire to be regaled by on F 
Lord: I will kad her into the wilderneſs, and [ wi f 


Obſerve alſo the Apoſtles care for the people, ſaying 
Diſmiſs the multitudes, that going into the Towns tl 
may buy themſelves vittuals. 

Conſider 2. Chriſt having demanded of his Di Ov] 
Ciples what they had to ſet before the people , 
They anſwered him, We have not here but fre loavs 


Apoſtolical Family, a few coarſe Loaves, and tw 
Fiſhes, although they were themſelves Fiſher-me 
Moreover, they promptly exhibit what they havw;,,, 
without alledging their own. want, or ſcarcity 
that you might learn what you can to help other 
according to that, As thou ſhalt be able, ſo be meri 


Conſider 3.The Order ofthe Miracle; the Loava 
being brought, Chriff commanded the multitude to 
down upon the graſs: The Apoſtles miniſter, himſe 
looking up to Heaven, bleſſed the Loaves,and diſtn 
buted them. Inthe ſame manner ought you tolod 
up to Heaven, before you eat ; thar is, to litt u 

you 


Raſter Pentecoſf, Friday. 
jour heart tothe Giver of all good, that you may 
not fall upon your Meat as Beaſts do: Therefore 
Y David ; Let the juſt makg merry, and rejoyce in the 
ſoht of God. 
Of five thouſand fed in the Deſert. 


EDT 1. How the Loaves by Divine Pow- 

er were multiplyed in the Apoſtles hands 3 ſo 
that although they were continually diſtriburing, 
" Wyet they found either in their hands, or in the 
.Y Baskets,more to diſtribute, the Angels ( as 1s pro- 
Ebable) ſecretly ſupplying new Proviſion of Loaves 
Mand Fiſh. Inlike manner formerly, at the Prayers 


though the preſent Proviſion was daily ſpent: Who 
J would not willingly ſerve ſo good and powerful a 
Lord? Who can prepare a Table in the Deſert, and 
Mis able to bring forth Honey out of the Rock, and 
BOY! out of the hardeſt Stone, | 
TY Confider 2. They did all eat, and had their fill. 
J [he delights of this World may pleaſe and con- 
tent us for a while, but cannot fill; for the Souls 
capacity and appetite is greater than to be ſatisfied 
Jvith ſuch Traſh; Chriſt alone is able to give it full 


beſtow you ſilver not for Bread, and your Zabour not for 
=_ ? Come therefore to him, that you may be 
TJ illed. 

. Conſider .3. After all had eaten, the Apoſtles 
Feathered out of the Leavings more than whar they 
Fad given out, to wit, twelve full Backets of the 
_ragments, So God is wont to reward the charity 


355 
Pſal, 67, 4] 


Mart.14,20) 


of Eljas, neither Meal nor Oyl was wanting, al- _ 


Pſ.97. 15, 


Deurt. 32.13, 


content 5 wherefore he ſaith by the Prophet, Why IL. 55. 24. 


Fot his Servants, and is liberal to the liberal ; Ze Prov.19-17. 


_ £:deth oxr Lord that hath mercy on the Poor, and be 
Aa will 
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will repay him the like. Give therefore to your Bro. 
ther good meaſure, and preſſed down, and ſhaken tg. 
cether, and running over, that you may receive the 


OS, . 
like znto your Boſome. 


Chrilt flyeth, not to be. made King. 


| Hp—g 1. Thoſe men therefore when they had ſeen; 
| what a ſign FESUS had done, ſaid, thatthis 
the Prophet,%c. They were aſtoniſhed at the ſtrange. 
neſs of the Miracle ( of teeding five thouſand with 
fo little Proviſion) and would therefore have made 
Chriſt their King. Our Lord workethdaaly a far 
greater Miracle in feeding the whole World, bring-* 
ing forth plentiful Harveſts out of 'a few grains off_4 
Corn ; why therefore do we not make him Kine offfthat 
Pal. 43, 5- our Heart, obeying him in all things? Thou art th 
ſame, my King, and my God, which commandaeſt tir 
ſalvation of Jacob, ſaid King David. 
. Conlider 2, FESUS therefore when he knew that 
they would come to take him, and makg him King, be fie 
gain into the Mountain himſelf alone. Sovereignty 
was due to Chriſt, as being Son of God ; it was due 
alſo to his Merits and Bountifulneſs towards Men, 
bur he would not accept of it; and whenfoeverſ 
there was any Treaty about it, he fled away,and hid 
himſelf: How few are there that would do ſo now-ſi 
a-days? But Chriſt did it to teach vs to fly honours, 
as much as lyethin us, and to affect humility and 
lowlineſs. See how you are in this point, and whe- 
ther you donct rather {eek after ſuch things as bear 
a luſtre and greatneſs in the eyes of the World, or ſſji 
at leaſt prefer your ſelf before your Companions 
and Neighbours. | 
Conſider 3. What our Lord did on the Mountain: ſenlj 
Mar, 14,23. He aſcended ( ſaith St. Matthew ) into a Mountain 
alone to pray. It was his uſual cuſtome, to retire 
himſelf 


«Br Pentecoſt, Sunday. "Ae 
0-Binſelf far off from theMultitudes to pray,and this 

Mr our example ; for he ſtood not in need of Pray- 

befor himſel » but was continually beholding the 

Face of God by the Beatifical Viſion. Imitate there- 

vre this example of our Lord, and endeavour to 

oju the contemplative life with the active. Be z0t x, 2 2 
W:;rdred (ſaith Eccleſiafticus) to pray always, 

b 


e. Of Holy Communion. > Gab 
h ſhall bing 
c Conſider Chriſt as the good Samaritan. wound of 
| 1s peopie 


pl and (hall 


KY" Onſider 1. What is read today in the Goſpel, 01+. 
IK Luke 10.39. Of a man who fell among Thieves ftroak of 
fat wounded him, and of the Samaritan that Er , 
Found up his wounds. Conſider how this man was Lf. 30.26, 
B4darn; - the Thieves the Devils; who by Original 
in diſpoiled him, and us all in him, of all Grace, 
'Wnd other free Gifts, and wounded him (as Divines 
Sch) in his Natural Faculties; in the Underſtand- 
Wiz by Ignorance, in the Will by Malice, in the 
Braſcible Power by Weakneſs, in the Concu- 
Wiſcible by unlawful Concupiſcence 3 and theſe 
re the four Wounds of our Nature, asS. Thomas +5, i. 2; 
Fecheth: Such therefore is your State and Con- 485. 21: 3e 
Kon. 
Conſider 2. The Pious Samaritan will come to 
you this day in the Holy Euchariſt, to bind your 
ounds, and take care of you: He will pour in- 
your Soul Wine ſpringing Virgins, and the Oy! of zach. s, uy 
Is Mercy, wherewith he doth comfort Sinners : 
e wlll lay aSalve of his own Sacred Fleſh to your 
ouuds, unleſs you put a hinderance, he wall 
nighten your Underſtanding, like to the Honey, 
y which Forathas kis eyes were illuminated; He Will (Reg,jqa7; 
eine and reftifie your Will, like to the burning 
: Aa2 | . hot 


.358 Munday. Wi XII. Wee ifte 
1.6.6. hot Coal, which cleanſed the Lips of 1/aie; Heyi 
ſtrengthen and enable you to endure hard thing... 
3Reg.:9.8.1ike to the Loaf that ſtrengthened Elizz. Lafti - 
he will temper the heat of Concupiſcence, like t 7 . 
E*0d.16.14. the manna which lay upon the ground, like unto ti} 
 boer Froſt. | 
Conſider 3. How much you ought to wiſh 
that hour, wherein this Samaritan Is to come ti 
I. 64.1. you; ſay with the Prophet, Would God thou would 
| eſt break the Heavens in ſunder, and wouldeſt deſcent 
and with that other Prophet, Zeal me, O Lord: 
and IT ſhall be healed,” ſave me, and IT ſhall be ſal; 
ed; and above all, be ſure to entertain hig 
with hearty love, that cometh 1o lovingly 


you. | | Ire 


Matt, 8. Of Chriſts allaying the Tempeſt. 
Mar. 4, 
Fuk. 3. FN Onfider 1. Chriſt went with his Diſciples i 
| to the Boat to pals over the Lake, and whil, 
M2. 4, 38, they were ſailing he was in the hinder part of thefl, , 
Boat, ſleeping upon 4 Pillow. Our Lord betake he I 
himſelf cv ſleep (though but for a while) to ſhenſl,;, 
himſelf ſubject to humane infirmities. In the meanf.;. 
time there ariſeta a Tempeſt, the Boat 1s in dang, 
2er, the Diſciples are troubled : So Almighty God. -. 
doth often permit us to be toſſed with temptati,q 
ons, and almoſt overwhelmed , while he 1n the... 
mean time in a manner fleepeth, that is, deferÞ,j;. 
reth his peculiar aſſiſtance, thereby to humble us lj. 
and force us the more earneſtly to implore his. p, 
help. : ; . Fe 47 
Conſider 2. The Diſciples ſeeing themſelves inf 
Matt. 25. danger, came 10 him, and raiſed him, ſaying, Lord alk 
Mark. ſup. ſave ns, we periſh : And, Maſter dothit not pertain tdiga 
thee that we periſh? So ought we witha filial con-flyiy, 
| fidence, | 


(den 
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Jer. 77. 14. 
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dence to have recourſe to our Lord in our tem- 
tations, and to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Arſe, why vc. 43.23, 
peſt thou, O Lord, ariſe, and expel us not to the 
.,/. Obſerve moreover, how our Lord being 
wakened, reprehended his Diſciples for their lit- 
leconfidence 1 in him. See whether he may not juſt- 
fr accuſe you for the ſame. 
Conſider 3. How Chriſt 7:/72g vp, coined the Matt,ſup. 
Vinds, and the Sea, andthere enſued a great Calm: So 
ll Creatures, even the Irrational, obeying' their 
reator ; Man only is refractory to his Commands, 
Scaf and obſtinate to his Councels, and hard to be 
F:ined by any fair means:Be ſorry for having often 
cen ſuch, and beſure to mend your ſelf for the fu- 
Sire: And even 70 day if you ſhall hear his Foice, Pl 94,96 | 
arden not your Heart, 


ze >| 
y— - 


——o 


Chriſt upon the Water. 


Onſider 1. Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to arxcco rn, 
WC 20 up 7nto the Boat, and to go before him over ** 6 
Wc Water. while he himſelf aſcended into a Moun- Mar, 5.48, 
is alone 20 pray : In the mean time there aroſe a- 
F:in a Tempeſt, The Boat was toſſed with Waves, 
nd they labouring in rowing. Thus we are to ſuf- 
cr temptations, - over and over again, wherein we 
| buſt not negleCt our ſelves, but take the Oars in 
"Pur hands, uſe all our endeavours, and betake our 
Fives to prayer, and the like. our Lord came to 
s Diſciples at laſt, walking upon the Sea, to ſhew 
Bis Power : He will alſo be at hand to afliſt us, and 
& an helper in opportunities, in tribulation. Plal. 9. tos 
Conſider 2. The Diſciples ſeeing our Lord 
alk upon the Sea, ſaid, That it is a Ghoſ#. So many X*t.:92. 
"Bold Chriſt for a Phantaſi, ſolid Vertue for old 
lves Deyotions, interior inſpirations for the 
Aa 3 effects 


1 Job. 4. 1, 


Mar, ſup, 


Matt, I4, 20, 


Cant,8. 7. 


Mar. ſup. 


. effects of a melancholick Humour z Others on tl 


Wedneſday. XII. We 


coutrary, take their own Fantafies for Chriſt,the 
Dreams for Revelations, their Paſſions for Virtue 
Anger for Zeal, and their own private Intereſt f 
Gods great Honour. We muſt therefore ayqi 
both Extremes, and follow that Councel of the 


poſtle, Believe not every Spirit, but prove the Spiri 


if they be of God. 
Conſider 3. Thoſe words of Chriſt, 7t #s I, fu 
e nor, It wasa ſufficient inducement to them ( 
caſting off all fear, to hear him ſay, {t & I; th 
is, I who but alittle before miraculouſly fed fir 
thouſand ; I who allayed the like Tempeſt, þ 
commanding the Winds and Sea, and do now wa 
upon the Waters, &c. Rejoyce for having ſo poy 
ertula Helper and Refuge in your neceſſities. 


Peter walketh upon the Waters. 


Onſider 1. The feryour of Saint Peter, wh 

&_/ as ſoon as he underſtood it was our Lor 
was preſently inflamed with an axdent deſire 
being with him, ſaying, Lord, if it be thou, b 
71e come to thee upon the Waters, A true Lover kno 
eth not how to be ſeparated from the party he lor 
eth, and overcometh all -difficulties, and lets thi 
hinder their mutual communication : And we mi 
fitly apply toS. Peer in this place, thoſe words! 
the Canticles : Many Waters cannot quench ( his 
Charity, neither ſhall Floods overwhelm it : See whi 
ther you love God in this manner, and not rath 
permit your felf to be often taken off from his { 
vice for {mall difficulties. 

Conſider 2. How S. Peter being bid to cowe,Cal 
himſelf into the Sea : But ſeeing the wind rough, 
was afrid; & when he began to be drownea, he cyt 

0 
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wt to our Lord. So our Lord doth often permit 
"Wis almoſt to ſink under the tentations, that we 

may the more fervently call upon him : But at 
kngth he ſtretched forth his hand to Peter, and 
would not let him ſink: So he will allo do with 
us, according to that, When he ſnall fall he ſhall not pe. $6. 24. 
Mhe bruiſed, becauſe our Lord putteth his hand nuder v 
land he ſent from on high, and took me, and received Pi 17- 17: 
ff 04 of many Waters, 

NF Conſider 3. What 1t ſignifieth myſtically to walk | 
upon the Sea; The World is lize a Sea, ( faith 5, *1f-yer- 
S. Auguſtine ) if you love God, you walk upon the Sea; vis Dom. 
il if you love the World, this Sea will ſwallow you 
al 4. Examine your ſelf which of the two youlove, 

God, or the World; it is a dreadful thing to 

be ſwallowed up : Be ſure therefore that you 
| walk and trample over this Sea, and be mindful 

of what the ſame Saint ſaith, Every ozes inordinate 
Deſire, 1s hu Tempeſt. 


Of S. Peters conteſting Chriſt. Mart, t6, 


Mar. $, 


Luc. 9. 

Onlider 1. FESUS came into the quarters of C&- Mart,16,.13, 
ſarea Philippi, and he azked his Diſciples, ſay- 
ing, Whom ſay ye that the Son of fan 15? For It is 
& food ſometimes to know what men ſay of us, .both 
1 that we may come to know and correct our defects, 
and that we may ſtrive to make good, ard to per- 
© fect in our ſelves ſuch things, as are faid of us to 
our commendation ; but take heed you do not de- 
J lire it out of vain glory and oftentation. Obſerve 
4 how Chriſt calleth himſelf every where the Son of 
Man , though he were the only begotten Son of 
F God; and yet worldly men ſtand fooliſhly upon 

g their Points, and Titles of Honour. | 

Conlider 2. The Apoſtles anſwer z Some John the 
Eo 7 Baptiſt, 


| Fryday. XII. Weſter 
Baptiſt, and other ſome Elias, &c. they ſay natKmat 
ſome a Glutton, others a Drunkard, and other ſachif 
like reproaches ; to teach us, that ſlanderous re 
ports ought not to be uttered before our Brother, 
to afflict his mind. Obſerve how far men wereſh 
off from the eſteem they ought to make of Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding his Miracles did moſt apparently 
evidence his Divinity 3 that you might ceaſe toſ 
wonder 1f your Neighbours, or Companions un-ſc. 
dervalue you, or miſtake, in taking you to he 
worſe than you are : Be content to be ſuch, and 
no more, than you are in the ſight of God, whoſ 
ſeeth all things. | 
Conſider 3. But whom do you ſay that Tam? He 
puts the queſtion to his Diſciples, as having been 
long brought up in his School, and conſequently 
bound to know more of him than the reſt : Peter 
anſwered, and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the 
Living God ; not by Adoption, as others, but by 
Nature and Eſſence, the true Meſlias. and Saviour 
of the World. Rejoyce for the Divinity of your 
Lord and Saviour, and {tir your ſelf up both to 
confeſs him in your own thoughts and aftions, and 
to bring others likewiſe to the knowledge and ſer- 
P\.21,2:, Vice of him; according to that, 7 will declare thy 
Name to my Brethren, | 


Primacy is promiſed to Peter. 


Onſider 1. When Peter had made that Fam- 

Matt, 16.17, ous Profeſſion of his Faith, our Lord faid, 
Bleſſed art thou Simon Bar-jona, becauſe Fleſh and 

Blood hath not revealed to thee, but my Father which 

z5 in Heaven, Our Lord pronounceth him blefſed, 

for that the foundation of a happy life is to know 

Chriſt : 5107 ſignifieth the ſame as Obedient ; Bar- 

Lots | Joins 


eſter Pentecoſlk, Saturday. 

ot M14 the Son of a Dove, or of Grace: Be ye there- 
chFore obedient, and with a Dove-like fimplicity, 
ndeavour to comply with the Divine Grace: Do 
Sot mind what Fleſh and Blood doth ſuggeſt, but 
hat the heavenly Father doth inſpire you, that 
you may allo become happy. 


tolls, 2 Rock) and upon this Rock will I build my Church, 
kc. 1. Chriſt giveth him a Name ſuitable to his 
Office. 2.. Upon him he foundeth his Church Mi- 
tant, and makes him the Viſible Head thereof. 
$. He promiſeth him Infallibility; ſo that the Gates 
f Hell ſhall not prevail againſt him. 4. He pro- 
niſeth him likewiſe the Keys of Heaven ; that is, 
he Key of Knowledge, to determine matters of 
ath without Error, and the Key of Power to re- 
nit Sins. Rejoyce for theſe Priviledges granted to 
he chief Paſtor for your particular, and the whole 
hurches general good. 

Conſider3.In what a miſerable ſtate are they that 
leny this Primacy of S. Peter, and will not build 
pon the Rock, which cannot be overthrown, or 
voted up ; but upon the Sands of their awn judg- 
ent, and private Spirit, ground their eternal Sal- 
' Fation. Deſire and ſeek, with moſt earneit en- 
lavour , ſuitably to your Calling, to bring all 
nen-to this Rock 3 and firſt diſpoſe your ſelf unto 

t, by the exerciſe of Solid Vertues. 


cd 
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Conſider 2. Peters reward : Thou art Peter (that Ibid 


S, Peter is reprehended for diſlwading Matt-18; 


Chriſt from his Paſſion. 


Onſider 3. How after S. Peters confeſſion of 


Mar. 7. 


CL Chriſts Divinity , our Lord commanded his Matt, 16Q2e, 


Diſciples that they ſhould tell no body that he was F Ex 
US CHRIST; both to give example of Hu- 
E mutys 


_—_ 
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mility, and to avoid Oſtentation, and withal, for 
that it wasnot ſeaſonable at that time : And pre- 
ſently after, he treated of his Paſſion : From thy 


tame 


Eccl. 2 2 V7, 
you 


FESUS began to ſhew bis Diſciples that he mu 


go to Jeruſalem, and ſuffer many things, &c. that 


might learn iz: the day of good things, not to be 


unmindful of evils, as Ecclefiaſticus adviſeth ; and 


that it is not enough to confeſs Chriſt as your God, 


unleſs you alſo have an experimental knowledge, 
andimitation of him in Suffering. 
Conſider 2. S. Peter hearing this, being zealoy; 


for his Maſter, took Chriſt afide,and rebuked him,] 
ſaying, Lord, be it far from thee, this ſhall not be 


Kom, 10, 2. Haro 
One, 


thee, This was zeal in him, but an indiſcreet 
and z0t according t0 W—_— as the Apoſtle 


ſpeaketh;for he did nor as yet underſtand, how glo- 
rious would be the Ignominy of the Croſs. Se 
whether you are not ſometimes carried away with 
the like prepoſterous zeal in your actions. 


Conſider 3. Chriſts Reprehenfion : Go after mf 


Satan, for thou art a ſcandal unto me, becauſe thu 
ſavoureſt not the things that are of God, but the thing 


that 
it 1s, 
love 
ther 


are of Men. Ponder how dangerous a thing 
to ſavour only things that are of men, and to 
Honours, Riches, Pleaſures, &c. and not rs- 
thoſe things that are of God, as Labours, 


Croſſes, Ignominies. Examine your ſelf whether 
you do reliſh Spiritual and Divine things, and take 


real 


guſt in them 3 at leaſt-wiſe make it your en 


deavour to procure it. 


Go ſhery 

thy ſelf to 
the Pricſt, 
Mat, 8. 4. 


Lic, 17.14, ( 


Of Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chriſt as « Prieſt. 


Onſider 1. What is read to day in the Goſpd 


of ten Lepers, of whom it is ſaid, Go ſhe 
you 


after Pentecoſt. Sunday. 36s 
your ſtlves to the Prieſts; Aud it came to paſs, at 
they went,, they were made clean. As there are fe- 
veral ſorts of Lepers in the Body (for ſome are but 
light, and in the skin only, others 1n the flefh, and 
mortal) ſo there are alſo different kinds of Spiri- 
tual Lepers, or fins. We areall of us Leperous 
in fome degree, having our Swellings and Spots, 


| rifing from the abundance of peccant Humours and 


AﬀeCtions : Imagine therefore your Soul all over 
in a Scurf, and become a lamentable ſpectacle in 
the ſight of God; and with Naamar the Syrian, 4 Reg. 5; 
be deſirous to meet with ſome Prophet that may 
cleanſe you. | 
Conſider 2. Tbe Antient Law of God : If the Levir. 13.9. 
Plague of the Leproſie be in a man, he ſhall be brought 
tothe Prieſt, to be condemned as unclean, and to 
be ſeparated; in the New he 1s brought to the 
Prieſt, to be cleanſed : Our High Prieft 1s Chriſt 
our Lord, according to that, hou art a Prieft for PC, wy, 4. 


ever, according to the Order of Melchiſedech. 


How greatly therefore ought you to with to ap- 
pear before this Prieſt in the Euchariſt, who not 
with Water, as Elizews, but with his own precious 
blood will cleanſe our Conſcience (as the Apoſtle ſaith) nev.s. 14; 
from dead works, &C. 
Conſider 3. That you may be perfectly cleanſed, 
you mult imitate the example of the Lepers in the 
Goſpel. 1. You are to goto meer Chriſt, ſeeking him xe, 12, 2; 


with all diligence. 2. To ſtand afar off, acknowledg- &c 


ing your unworthinefs. 3. To if: up your voice, by fer- 
vent prayer.4. With all humility to implore mercy. 
Laſtly, To follow the councel and admoniſhments 
ot your Spiritual Fathers,and Directors, according 
to that,Obſerve diligently that thou incur not the Plague 
of Leprofie, but thou ſhalt do what ſoever the Prieſts of 
the Levitical Stock ſhall teach thee, &C, and frlfil thou it 
carefully, Ot 


Matte 1”, 
Mar. 9, 
Euc,s. 


Lue, 9, 29, 


Kxod.34 29, 
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Of our Lords Transfiguration. Pars, x, 


Onſider 1. Our Lord vouchſafed to manifeſt his 
Glory. 1. Toconfirm the Apoſtles in their 
Faith. 2. To encourage them to carry the Croſs, 
which he had lately exhorted them to. 3. To 


give them before-hand a taſt of the Heavenly Joys: i 


He did it on a high Mountain, apart, that we 
ſhould learn to ſequeſter our ſelves from the cares 
of this World, and climb to the Mountain of Per- 


fection, if we deſire to contemplate the Face and | 


Glory of our Lord. 

Confider 2. Chriſt would have few Witneſſes 
of his Glory, to Wit, only three of his Diſ- 
ciples; but of his Croſs and Ignominies, all ſorts 
of Men: Therefore upon the Croſs he faith by 


Thren1.12; the mouth of the Prophet, O all ye that paſs by the 


way attend, and ſee, &c. In thele three Diſciples 
are deciphered unto us three Virtues, that accom- 
pany Contemplation, and concur to our Souls 
Transfiguration; in Peter Faith, inFames Hope.,in 
Fohn Charity. See how, and in what degree, 
theſe Virtues are in you. 

Conſider 3. And whiles he prayed, the ſhape of his 
countenance was altered. Our Lord was Transfigu- 
red while he was praying, to teach us, That 
Prayer doth transform and beautifie Mans Soul, ſo 
as ſometimes to have influence alſo upon the Body: 
ſo Moſes his Face was horned ( with Rayes of Glo- 
ry ) by the converſation of the talk, of our Lord. 
Beſeech our Lord to alter and tranfigure you into 
another man, that is, to make you holy ; that 
having calt off all bad habits, you may be made 
conformable to his Image and Likeneſs : Be 
much 1n Prayer, that you may be enlightned, ac- 
cording 


7 after Pentecoſt. Tueſday: 267 


) 


cording to that, Come ye #50 him, and be illuminated, Plal,33. 6; 
and your Face ſhall not be confounded. 


Of our Lords- Transfiguration. - Part 2. war, up, 


"Onſider 1. The manner of this Transfigurati- 
on : Hu Face aid ſhine as the Sun, and his Gar= Marx. 17,2, 


| ments became white as Snow, The Evangeliſt had 


nothing better to compare it withal, but it did in- 
comparably exceed both : Congratulate with your 
Lord, and his Sacred Humanity, for this array of 
Glory, which ever was his due, and wherewith he 
ought always to have been inveſted ; but for our 
ſakes heeclipſed it. Rejoyce that your Beloved is 
thus white and ruday, choſen of thouſands, &c. fair Cape. F."t 
a the Moon, eleft as the Sun. Cain 6:9, 

Conſider 2. There appeared with him Zoſes and 
Elias, two chief Lights of the antient Law; to 
lignifie, that both the Law, and the Prophets, 
gave Teſtimony of.. Chriſt, Think how great 
was their joy to ſee their Redeemer, 1o long 
wiſhed for by all Nations, and whom they 
themſelves had ſo often foretold ; Send whom thou xg 4g 
Tilt ſend, and the like. Obſerve how they- were : 
both like to Chriſt in their fourty days Faſt, and 
therefore were alſo made Companions with him 1n 
Glory. | | 

Confider 3. The Subject of their Diſcourſe ; for 
they told the deceaſe that he ſhould accompliſhin Jeruſa- Luc, g. 31; 
lem. -Our Lord in the very height of all his 
Glory diſcourſed of his ignominious and bitter Paſ- 
fon, that you might ſee how much he made of it, 
and how he bare it in mind and affe&tion, above all 
Glory : God forbid that you ſhould glery (asthe Apoltle g,1;. « 4; 
faich of himſelf ) ſaving in the Croſs of our Lord : 
FESUS CHRIST. Aud kt pot _ 

| mn 
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Matt. 19, 
Marc, 9, 
Tuc, 9. 


Matra17 4, 


x Reg.3.10. 
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mind ever be ſo tranſported with joy in time of 
proſperity, as: to put off the thought or memory 


of death. | 
Of our Lords Transfguration. Part 3, 


Onſider 1. Theexceſs of joy in the Apoſtles at 
ſo glorious a Spectacle ; Peter ſaid, Lord, it 
good for us to be here ; and would have fixed his Ha- 
bitation there, and have raiſed three Tabernacles 
for Chriſt,and his two companions. Think what will 
be in Heaven, if one ſingle drop of Heavenly Joy 
could ſo inebriate the Apoſtles, that forgetful of 
all other things, they wonld have remained there 
for ever : What will the whole Oceanof Joy doin 
Heaven? where they ſhall be :nebriated with the plenty 
of thy houſe (O Lord) and with the torrent of thy plea- 
ſure thou ſhalt make them drink, 2H 
Conſider 2: A Voice came from Heaven, ſaying, 
Thts 1s mywellbeloved Son, in whom I ammellpleaſed, 


bear ye him, Ponder each word, and how he is the 


only begotten Son of the Eternal Father, Conſub- 
{tantial, and Coeternal with him, and equally im- 
menſe and Omnipotent. See whether you are wont 
to hear him, exciting yon toperfection, contempt 
of the World, and abnegation of your ſelf ; ſay at 


leaſt hereafter, with Samuel, Speak, Lord; for thy 


ſervant heareth. | | 

Conſider 3. Our Lord, the Viſton being paſſed, 
forbad his diſciples to divulge it to any one : Tellrhe 
Vifon to no body, till the Son of Manbe riſen from” the 
Dead; togive us example of Humility ; for that 
extraordinary Viſions and Favonrs of God, ought 
not to be diſcovered, unleſs ſome great' profit or 
neceſltty require it, ard eventhen, not as our own 
goods, but as gifts of God, whereof ſhall be'de- 
manded an account, - o 


fer. Pentecoſi, Thurſday. 


Part 1. 


Onfider 1. Then came to him the Mothers oP fPE Meare. 20,00; 


F C Sons of Zebedee, &c. The Mother cometh to 


ended for; but they interpoſe their Mothers Pray- 
erSas 2 Cloak to cover their own ambition:So Men 
oftentimes make uſt of others deſires, and com- 
mands, to cloak their own pretences. Obſerve 
moreover how the Mother cometh inan humble 
and fappliant manner, and adoring, preſents her 


th) firſt ſerverh, that it may afterwards domineer ; 

t foopeth to mean Offices,to be ſerved with honour. 
Conſider 2. Her Perition : Say that theſe my two 

Sons may ſit, one at thy right hand, and one at thy left 


itious of the firſt place; this caſt the Angels out 


f God will T exalt my Throne, &C. The ſame thruſt 


ame afſfaileth alſo the Apoſtles : ſee whether it 
hath as yet got any hold of you. . How much ſater 
} it to ſollow the counncel and example of Chriſt, 
and to fit in the lowelt place ? 
BE Conſider 3. Chriſts anſwer : You know not what 
- (© deſire. They who ſue for Honours and Vanities 
f this World, truly know not what they deſire : 
It toHoweth Can you drink. of the Cup that I ſhall 
irinkof? tO wit, the bitter Cup of Sorrow and Af- 
IiCtion intimating thereby, that the glory of 
Heaven ſhal be meaſured to them proportionably 
0 the draught which they ſhall take of this Cup; 


ſo 


Of the Petition of the Sons of Zebedee. wa. s. 


retition for her Sons, what they themſelves Pre- 


Petition 3 Becauſe Ambition (as S. Ambroſe witneſ- Amb: in 


hand, in thy Kingdom. *Tis vatural to all to be am- 
f Heaven : I will aſcend into Heaven, above the Stars 1f, 14. 136 


man out of Paradiſe, You ſhall be as Gods, The GacE, 
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ſo that the more one ſhall drink of this, th 
nearer. he ſhall be ſeated to Chriſt : Wherefan 
encourage your ſelf todrink manfully of this Cuy 
to the very bottom ; for that (as the Apoſtle faith 
As you are partakers of the Paſſions, ſo ſhall you be » 
the Conſolation alſo. TE 


Of the Petition of the Sons of Rebedee, | 


Part 2. | 


FRUOnſider 1. The Apoftles:readineſs to drinl 

the Chalice propoſed to them : They ſay t 
him, We can. 
from a different Spirit. 1. From Ambition, re 
fuſing no labours, that they may come to what the 
aim at. 2. Out of a raſh Fervour, not known 
what they undertake ; as War 1s {ſweet to ther 
that have had no experience of it. 3. From Di 
vine Grace, according to that, I can do all things, i 
him that ſtrengtheneth me. Be aſhamed of your {el 
for being ſo ſlack, and that you have not th 
courage to undertake that for the Kingdom © 


Heaven, which others do, without fear or wit, fog i 


ſome vain Honour : You often anſwer, 7 cart 
whereas, not Ability, but Will and Reſolution! 
wanting. 

Contider 2. Chriſt ſeeing this readineſs in them 
anſwered, My Cup indeed you ſhall drink of , bi 


zo fit at my right Hand and left, 1s not mine to gi 
you, but to whom 1t 1s prepared of my Father : Nd 


diſlwading them from uſing their endeayour ti 
deſerve the chief Seats, bur letting them under 
ſtand, that the Gifts of Glory are not diſtribute 
out of favour, or upon account of ſome Tem 
poral Relation, or reſpect, but in reward @ 
ly to their Merits 3 for that God 3s 70t an a 
cept 


The like alacrity may proceeq 


Mofier Pentecoſt. Saturday: 
MI ceprer of perſons, Hut will render to every one accord- 
aff ing to his Works. 

Conſider 3.Thedifference there is between world- 
ly Precedency, and that which 1s proper to the 
School of Chriſt, which our Lord explicated upon 
this occaſion: The Princes of theGentiles over-rule them, 
&c.1t ſhall not be ſo among you;but whoſoever will be the 
I rreater among you,let him be your Miniſter,&c. Which 
he confirmeth with his own example, who came not 
to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, Let your ambl- 


ons, if you deſire to be Chriſts Diſciple. 


Who is the greateſt in the Kingdom 
Ot Heaven, 


Onſider 1. At that hour the Diſciples came-to 
FESUS, ſaying ;, Whom thinkeſt thou 15 the great - 
ſl er 17: the Kingdow of Heaven ? &c. There had a little 
betore been a contention among them, which of them 
ſhould be the greater ; and each one would have the 
firſt place in Heaven for himſelf. Thus Ambition 
F inſtnuates its ſelfeven into ſpiritual things, and per- 
{ons ; therefore they ask, Who z the greater, &C. 
And perhaps ſome one might think, that Rich and 
Principal men in this World, were to be preferred 
before others in Heaven alſo. 
S Conſider 2. Jeſus calling unto him a little child, &c. 
« ſaid, Unleſs you be converted, and become as little chil- 
if 47:2, you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven - 


$77 


"FJ tion therefore be for the loweſt place on all occaſt- 


Matr.i8, 
Marce, 9, 
LuC. 9. 
Matc, 18, 1; 


Mar. 9. 34s 


Matrs (ups 


J Whoſoever therefore ſhall bumble himſelf as this little 


jy C-:d, be 5s the greater in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Think whatit is to become a little one : Be not chil- 
dren in ſenſe ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) but in malice 
be Children. A Child preferreth himſelfbefore none, 
arrogateth nothing to himſelf, carrieth himſelf 
Bb | lovingly 


<< 


| Sunday. 

loving to all, and finally lets himſelf be ruled and 

governed by his Parents: Behave your {elf there. 

fore after the ſame manner, if you deſire to enter 

Maty-r4- Into the Kingdom of Heaven : Narrow #5 the Gate, 
and firait is the way that leadeth to Life ;, and there- 
fore none but they that are little, and low by Hy. 
mility, can enter throught. 


372 


Conſider 3. The grievouſneſs of the offence | 


which they commit, that gives ſcandal to Chriſts 

| little Ones, that is, are occaſion of their Spiritu- 
Matt. 18.6, a] Ruine, either by word, or example: '7s ex- 
pedient for him, « Milftone be hanged about his Neck, 


and that he be drowned in the depth of the Sea. Take | 


heed therefore leſt any one be induced to evil by 
Exech.3. 18. your example, That his Blood may not be required at 
your Hands. 


The Lord Of Holy Communion. 
thy God 


vors, and Conſider Chriſt as your Lord. 

m oniy ? 

=IT Onlſider rx. What is read this day in the Gof- 

Deur, 6-13- Q._y pel. No man can ſerve two Maſters, Matt.6.24. 

Ezcc. 18,4, God 1s your true and only lawful Lord : [ the Lord, 
aud there 1s none other: All Souls are mine ;, as the Soul 
of the Father, ſo alſo the Soul of the Son 3s mine : No 
Lord is ſo perfectly Maſter of any thing, as God 
is of you you ; for he hath an abſolute Dominion 
over you. 1. By the Titleof Creation. 2. Of Per- 
petual Conſervation. 3. Of Purchaſe, having bought 
you. 4. Of your own voluntary ſubjeftion in Fap- 
tiſm. Rejoycethat you have ſo great and power- 
ful a Lord ; for (as S. Ambroſe ſaith ) It is an ho- 

——_ n 0x7 to be ſervant to ſome great Lord. : 

1. Conſider 2. The Dominion over any thing, 1s 

nothing elſe but a right to diſpoſe of it at ones _ 

| Ur : 
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ſure : Think therefore how often you have vio- 

hated this right that God hath in you, not per- 

mitting him to diſpoſe of you at his pleafure; and 

what 1s worſe, you have been rebellious againſt 

him, by fin. O how often have you fold your 

ſelf to the Devil, his Capital Enemy? God that neuts 32418) 


| begat thee thou haſt forſaken, and haſt forgotten our 
| Lord thy Creator. Think well of this, and be con- 


founded. 
Conſider 3. This your. Lord will come to you to 


day, in the Euchariſt, to take a fuller poſleſlion of 
you, as his own ; for althongh he ſtand not in any 


" | need of you, yet he will have you wholly to him- 


ſelf: The Lord thy God ſhalt thou adore, and him on- M def os 
ly ſhalt thou ſerve : Wherefore renounce all other og 
Leagues with the Fleſh, the World, and the De- 

vil, which are againſt him: preſent him anew with 

the Keyes of your Heart ; ask him pardon of your 

former diſloyalty, and let him freely diſpoſe of you 

11 all things. Laſtly, let your care hereafter be 

to pleaſe him alone, in whatſoever you do; for 

wo man can ſerve two Maſters. | 


Of Converſions and Cures wrought by 
| CR. 


Of the Converſion of S. Mary Magdalen 
Fart. 1: 


Onſider 1. Aad behold, a Woman that was in the Luc. 7. 37. 
City, a ſraner, &c. A ſinaer, that is, by dil- 
honeſty, although ir be not ſpecified, becauſe the *#Þ**: 5: 3: 
Apoſtie wouſd-not have it named by us; fo unbe- 
ſeeining is the very. name, much mare the thing it | 
lelf, in thein $hat pretend Virtue and SanCticy. 
Bb 2 118 
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"Tis probable ſhe heard our Lord preach, and he. 
ng touched to the Heart with Repentance, not ex- 
pecting opportunity of time or place, r#ſhed in (ay 
S. Auguſtine affirmeth) ro the Banquet : W herefore 
do you likewiſe after ; ſin ſlack, nor to be converted tg 
the Lord, and defer not from day to day. 

Conſider 2. "The fervour of her Penance, where- 
in is diſcovered unto us an admirable Faith in 
Chriſt, his Divinity, and power of forgiving ſins. 
2. Humility, not caring to ſuffer confution before 
men; ſhe ſiood behind, at our Lords Feet , as 
deeming her ſelf unworthy of his ſight. 3. The 


greatneſs of her love, expreſling extraordinary | 


11gns of grief, with tears, kiſſing, and wipeing 
his Sacred Feet. 4. Contempt of worldly things; 
making her precious Oyntments , and her very 
Hair, and Eyes, inſtruments of Penance, - which 


before had been of Vanity, that ſhe might puniſh 


her felf in the ſame things, wherein ſhe had for- 
merly ſinned. 

. Conſider 3. The Phariſees raſh judgment, in re- 
proving Chriſt, for letting himſelf be touched by a 
{inful Woman: whence you may learn that there 
is no action ſo holy, that 1s not liable to wrong 
cenſures. Moſt true it is, the Children of men are 
deceitful in (their ) Balances, that is, in their judg- 
ments; that you may accuſtom your ſelf, not to 


regard them, when they are oppoſite to true Piety 


and Devotion. 


Of Saint Mary Magdalens Converſion. 
Part 2, 


Onſider r. Chriſts Wiſdom in reproving the 
Phariſee his Entertainer, which he did with 

all modeſty, andFxcetnelſs,as is fitting to doto o_ 
ons 


ifier Pentecoſl. Tueſday. 


ſons of Authority, for avoiding offence : He pro- 


poſeth a Parable of two Debtors to one Creditor; Luc7. 4t. 


God is the Creditor; all we are-Debtors, ſome 
more, ſome leſs; neither have we any means to 
make ſatisfaction, but by the Merits of Chrilt ; 
The greater therefore the Debt is that is forgiven 
us, the greater Obligation we have of Love and 
Gratitude. See how great your Debt 1s, and con- 
{quently what Obligation you have. 


Conſider 2. Doeſt thou ſee this Woman ? He con- Ibid. v. 44 
E founds the Phariſees. and withal, our Pride, by the 


example of a ſinful Woman ; for ſhe acknowledg- 
ing the favour done her in remitting her greatDebt, 
ſhewed more love than thoſe, who little regarding 
their leſſer Debts,were cold in aftef&tion: Ask your 
ſlf often that queſtion, Do you ſee this Woman ? 
and be aſhamed for being ſo far behind her in your 
love to God, and in works of Penance ; who per- 
haps have received greater Favours at his Hands : 
Take heed you be not one of thoſe, of whom Chriſt 


ſpeaketh in thoſe Words, Publicans and Harlots Matt, 23,30. 


ſhall go before you into the Kingdom of God, 

Conſider 3. Magdalens Diſcharge ; Thy ſims are 
forgiven thee, O with what joy mult ſhe needs be 
filled, when fhe heard thoſe comfortable Words ! 
Ponder the efficacy of contrition, which in a mo- 
ment blotteth out all the ſins of ones former lite: 
Stir your ſelf up to the like, as often as you go to 
the Sacrament of Confeſſion ; and as you have fol- 
followed Aagdalen in Sin, ſo follow her likewiſe 


| In Penance: Confeſs againſt thy ſelf thine injuſtice tA Þl. 32. Si k 
vir Lord, and he will forgive the ampiery of thy ſin. | 
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Of the Samaritan Womans Converſion. 


Part. I. 


Onſider 1. FESUS therefore wearied with hi 
&_ journey, ſate ſo upbn the Fountain; for he tra- 


velled on foot like a good Shepherd, ſeeking his | 


loſt Sheep ; and among other corporal miſeries, ad- 


Dap- 8. Is 


mitted alſo wearineſs and thirſt. But ſee with what 
patience he endured them both : He ſat therefore 
upon the Fountain, well knowing what would fol- 
low ; thereby not ſo much taking reſt, as occafi- 
onof benefiting others ; for Wiſdom preventeth them 
that covet her, that ſhe may firſt ſhew her ſelf unto 
them. O how often doth ſhe prevent you, and yoy 
mind it not ! | 
Conlider 2. There coming a certain Woman, 
=nd a Sinner, to draw Water, Chriſt preventeth 
her, ſaying, Grve me to drink; She refuſeth, and 
withal accuſecth him, How doeſt thou being a Few, 
ak of me to drink? .&c, So many rejet Chriſt, 
while he moves them interiourly, and ſeeks to be 
entertained and refreſhed with their Virtues 3 our 
Lord did not therefore deſiſt from helping this fin- 
ncr, but offercd her living Water to drink of : 
T hou perhaps wouldeft have asked of him, and he would 
ave given thee living Water. - | | : 
Conſider 3. The excellency of this Water (that 
Is, of Divine Grace) which our Lord promiſeth to 
his fairhful: Fe that ſhall drinkof theWater that 1 
will give him, ſhall not thirſt for ever, &c. 1 There- 
fore it quencheth our thirſt, and that for ever. 
2. It doth {0 fill the Soul, that it lets it not thirſt 
aiter any other Water, to wit, of earthly comforts. 
3. It becometh a Fountain of all good to the Soul, 
ever flowing, and giving influence to all yertuous 


Actions, 


8 eek ot yy — woe Yo, non, (np 1nd — rope? font, Wl OO 


after Pextecoſ, Thurſday, 377; -- 

Actions. 4. It ſpringeth tip unto Life everlaſting; _ 

raiſing up our thoughts unto it, whoſe Pledge it 

is : Say therefore with the Woman; Lord give 2e. 

this Water, that I may not thirſt, &c. 

Of the Samaritan Womans Converſion. Jo. 4. 26. 
| Part 2, As 


Onfider 1, The wonderful goodneſs of Chriſt, 
vouchſafing to manifeſt himſelf openly to a 
ſinful Woman, ſaying, 1 am he (to wit the Met- 
ſias) that ſpeak, with thee. Conſider the efficacy of 
her Faith ; ſhe preſently went into the City, leav- 
ing her Water-pot behind her, to bring others of 
the City to the ſame Faith : Come, and ſee (faith 
ſhe) a Man that hath told me all things, what ſoever 
I have done. Such is the fervour of true zeal, which 
beſtirreth it ſelf, and ſeeketh every where whom it 
may gain to Chriſt : If therefore you be enkindled 
with true zeal, caſt away the Pitcher of terrene at- 
_ » and ſeek whom you may likewiſe en- 
ame. 

Conſider 2. The Woman being gone, the Diſ- 
ciples offered Chriſt to eat, for it was that time of 
the day;but being intent upon theconverſion of the 
Samaritans, whom he did expeCt, refuſed, ſaying, 
My Meat is to do the Will of him that ſent me, toper- 1Þid. v. 36 
fett his Work, that you may learn to prefer the Spi- 
ritual good of your Neighbour, before your pwn 
corporalrefeCtion : Q that your Meat, andDrink, 


. your Delight and Pleaſure, were only todo the will 


of your Heavenly Father ! 
Conſider 3. How many of the Samaritans, moved 
by theWomans ſpeeches, came, and were convert- 
ed,and ſaid to her, That now not for thy ſaying, do we Il. v.42. 
believe, for our ſelves have beard, and do kyow that this 
| b 4 #5 
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zs the Saviour of the World indeed + Rejoyce that your 

Sayiour was manifeſted to thoſe men, and wiſh 

that all the World may come to the Knowledyge of 

him,and withal,do your utmoſt endeavour to bring 
Greg, 25 Many as may be unto him: 1f you walk towards 
Hom.s, God ( ſaith S. Gregory ) procure not to come to him 
in Evan» alone without company. 


Jo.8.3.&;, Of the Woman taken ijn Adultery. 


Onſider 1. The Phariſees ſeeking to intrap 

k our Lord, take occaſion of his Meeknelſs ; 

wherefore _ R_ unto him a Woman taken in 

Adultery, with intent, that if perhaps he ſhould 

give his Sentence for her diſmiſſion, he might be 

held tor a corrupter of the Law. So the Devil lay- 

eth his Snares againſt that Vertue wherein we moſt 

excel; the Zealous he endeavours to provoke to 

anger, the Humble to dejeCtion and puſillanimity, 

the Meek to remiſneſs, and too much indulgence : 

Prov; 21,30, But there 75 no counſel againſt the Lord : And Chriſt 
Job. 5.13 apprehendeth the wiſe in their craftineſs. 

Conſider 2. FESUS ftooping down, with his finger 

wrote onthe earth ; ſo to decline his giving ſentence, 

which might breed contention: Therefore the A- 

poſtle ſays; No man that warreth for Ged,. itangle- 

eth himſelf with the affairs of this life, 2 Tim. 2.4. He 

did it moreover toteach us, that we ought to pro- 

ceed warily, and not with precipitation, In 

ſuch caſes : but they ſtill urging him, He lifted 

zp himſelf, and ſaid ro them, He of you that 15 without 

frn, let him caſt the firſt Stone at her : Moſt wilely ; 

neither clearing, nor yet condemning her z but 

pricking theirConſcience,and movingthem to com- 

punCtion for their own fins, and commiſeration for 

Luc. 6. 36, Others. Be ye merciful, as your Father 15 merciful, | 

Sa | Conſider 


wn wn is Fay ww > bo. a” "Ys. 
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Conſider 3. The Phariſees going away one by 
me, the Woman remained alone, repentant 
"r her fin, and probably with an interior Faith 
petting abſolution thereof from Chriſt: Our 
xd therefore, underſtanding by her, that no bo- 
had condemned her, Neither will I condemn thee: 
faith he) go, ard ſin no more. Obſerve, and ad- 
wire the Riches of our Lords Goodneſs, Patience, 
xd Longanimity, in bringing you and others to 
nance. O how often had he ſaid unto you , 


but fa(teth. for his fins, and poeth again and doth the 
me, what doth bis humbling profit him ? 


Of the Woman of Canaan. 


Onfider 1. How a Woman of Canaan, a Gen- 
tile came to our Lord, to obtain the cure 
f her Daughter; and ſee how well ſhe prayeth. 
With a great Faitk, confeſling him to be the Son 
{ David. .2. With profound Reverence; for ſhe 
il dowe at his Feet. 3. With tender charity, 
or begging for herſelf, but for her Daughter. 
. With great affeftion and importunity ; for ſhe 
ryed out after our Lord. F. With admirable 
nſtancy, for ſhe was often put off, yet ſhe ſtill 
rii{teth in her Petition ; Such likewiſe ought to 
your Prayer. 
Conſider 2.How Chriſt at firſt anſwered her harſh- 
, and ſeemingly caſt her off like a Dog, fſay- 


379 


jn 0 more, and yet you have ſtill gone on : A man Ecflr34.35, 


Matt. i5, 
M.rc, 7. 


Mar. 7. 2b 


lg, It is not meet to take the Childrens Bread, and waar. is, 2, 


i it to the Dogs; ſo toexerciſe her Vertue, and 
r0own her perſeverance:God doth often do the like 
thus, becauſe ( as S. Gregory ſays) He loveth G 
be entreated, he is willing to be forced, and even 
- aefireth 


reg. In, 
6. P@nit, 
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deſireth to be overcome by importunity. Obferve more 
over the WomansHumility,in not denying her { 
to be a Dog, but requeſting that which was prope 
to Dogs, to wit, to eat of the crums of their Mx 
ſters Table. 
the Prayer of him that humbleth himſelf, ſhall penetraf 
the Clouds 
depart till the Higheſt behold. | 
Conſider 3. Chriſt yielding at length to the Wo 
mans Pplous importunity , firſt commendeth her 
Faith; O Woman, great 1s thy Faith ; then grantet 
what ſhe asked 3 Let it be done to thee, as thou mit 
Perhaps your Soul alſo,like to the Womans Daug 
ter, 1s ſore vexed with an evil Spirit. 
ly vexcd, who yieldeth to his troubles and tem 
ptations ; but he that overcometh them, 1s vexedlff 
to his great benefit and Crown. 
our Lord ftrength, and courage to reſiſt ; and pra 
ehat as 1t was to this Woman, ſo it may alſo il 
done to thee as thou! lt. | 


Let your Prayer alſo be hamble ; fc 


( faith Excleſiafticus) and he will m 


Beg therefore 0 


Of Holy Communion. 


Conſider Chriſt as the Life of your Soul, 


 epramage T. Whatis read to day in the Goſpel 
> 4 how Chriſt raiſeda young man from death tc 


tengot by Tifez and that he is the true Life of your Soul, ac: 


cording to that, Fo. 11.25. I am the Reſurreiti 
; and the Life : He that belieueth jm me, although hett 
dead, ſhall live : And as the Body dyeth (faith S. Am\ 
guſtine) when the Soul is departed, which 1s the Life; 
fo vhe Soul dyeth when it loſeth God, (by fin ) whit 


3s Life. 


Ponder the benefit of Spiritual Life, by 


comparing 1t with that of the Body ; for what 
Scad Carcals is in the Eyes of Men, deformedl;* ; 


T Fu Pentecoſs, Munday, 381 


wathſome, and uſeleſs in all reſpeCts, the ſame isa 
$0ul, that 1s without Grace, in the ſight of God. 

Conſider 2. Chriſt, with whom 4s the Fountain of P35. 18. 
life, giveth Life to dead Souls, by the Sacrament 
of Penance ;' and conſerveth the ſame, and increaſ- 
h it by the Holy Euchariſt: He that eateth me 19.6. 57s 
Ml faith Chriſt ) the ſame alſo ſpall Irve by me. And 
ain, Ze that eateth this Bread ſhall live for ever, 
fou ought therefore with a longing deſire to ex- 
pect that hour, wherein this Fountain of Life is to 
tome to you; and fay with the Pſalmiſt, Ever as Pſ.qr. 2; 
tle Hart thirſts after the Fountains of Waters, ſo 
dath my Soul thirſt after thee, O God : My Soul bath 
tir fted after God, the living Fountain. 

Conſider 3. This Spiritual Life is not beſtow- 
ed but upon them that ask it, and that with great 
Devotion : He asked Life of thee, and thou gaveſt him IT. 10. 5, 
moth of Days for ever, and for ever. Moreover, 
(being that the Life of the Body is known by 
ts motion and operation, in the ſame manner 
the Life of your Soul, which is Chriſt, ought to 
te manifeſted in you by your Works, and chiefly by > cor.4.10; 
the imitation of his Life; for he that ſayeth he abid- 1 19. 2.6, 
ah in him ( faith S. Fohn ) ought even as he walked, 
linſelf alſo ro walk, | 


WOf the converſion of Zachexs the Publican. LuC. 19, 3 
= 2 3 - 


RO Onſfider 1. Behold a Han named Zacheus, and 
Bu he was a Prince of the Publicans, and rich, and 
ſe /ozcht to ſee FESUS. The deſire of finding JE- 
SUS, is a rare thing in rich men; bur this was the 
beginning of Zachezs his Salvation; for Wiſdom is . we 
Weofily fornd of them that ſeek her : And the beginning & 8.” * 
o er, 15 the moſt true deſire of Diſciptine. Sce 
| +; 


j 1 
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whether you feel the like deſires of PerfeCtion, alſ®" Þ! 
procure to have them. efr 

Conſider 3. And he could not ſee FESUS for if» 
multitude; therefore he went up into a Sycamorf” * 
Tree, that is, according to the Greek word, aiff' 5” 
ly Fig-Tree. A manof that Authority that] hen 
was, did nothing regard the Scoffs and FloutsF 
the rude people. And you perhaps are not ablet od 1 
ſee Chriſt, nor underſtand his Divine Myſteries, of 
the croud of worldly thoughts : Wherefore reti 
your ſelf from them by Prayer, and by Mortificat 
| on get up into the ſilly Fig-Tree, that 1s, the Crok 

1 Cor.1. 23. which to the Gentiles 1s fooliſhneſs : For (asS. Grey 
mea. Ft wa faith ) they who through humility chooſe that which 
folly to the World, come to contemplate with great ſu 

: tilty the Wiſdom of God himſelf. | 

Conſider 3. The Charity and Mercy of Chriſt; . 
cranting Zachers even more than he wiſhed, not o 
ly permitting himſelf to be ſeen by him, but alſ 

inviting him to his converſation and familiarit) 
Make haſte down, becauſe this day I muſt abide in ti 
Houſe : He ſaith, make haſte; for that the grace 
the Holy Ghoſt knows not {low delays; and 
aay, while time is, for perhaps to morrow you ma 
not have me: And you in like manner, zf perchand 
PL, 94. & 70 day youſhall hear his Foe, exciting you to great 
cr perfection, and imitation of himſelf, hardez nf 
your heart, 


viſit 
zu 15+ 6. Of the Converſion of Zachers the Publica Pt 
Fart 2. hs 


Onfider 1. Zachers his Obedience to Chriſt 

Call : And be made haſte, and came down, al 

recerved him joyfully. So ought you todo when ol 
Lord calleth, ſpeedily and with joy toreceive hin 
all 


ſs Pentecoſf, Tueſday: 33; 

{to open the door of your Heart, as ſoonas you 
1r him knock, leſt it you make delay, he turn a- Apoc. 3.29. 

Wc from you, as he did to the Spouſe in the Can- can, 5. 6, 

cs, and paſled away from her. Obſerve how 

ſes they ſaw it, they all murmured, ſaying, that he 

7 gone 10 be a Gueſt to a man that 1s a ſinner, 
hence yoy may ſte, that even the holieſt aCtions 
& carped It by the malicious; for they under- 

Sod not the zeal of our Lord, who came to ſeek, 

Bio ſave that which was loſt. 

YConſider 2. How Zachexs being at length con- 
Mted by our Lords ſpeeches, ſaid, behold Lord, 

S half of my Goods 1 prve to the poor, &c, Here the 
'Shman deſpoileth himſelf of his Wealth, and im- 
Þyjcth it partly for the benefit of the poor, partly 
-Miatisfaction for what he had unlawfully got : 

> overcometh himſelf in a thing the hardeſt of 
iN, the abandoning of riches 3 but the things that Luc, 18.27; 
"F :-7poſſible with men (ſaith Chriſt) are poſſible 

þ God, by his grace. See whether you have as 
| overcome your ſelf, at leaſt in putting off all 

F:ction to riches , and chiefly ia denying your 

n will, | 
;FConſider 3. Chriſt approveth of Zachems his Pi- 

S; 1his day 1s Salvation come to thine houſe ; that 

Fto the whole Family, whereof he was Head ; ſo 

atly availeth good example in Rulers. Beſeech 
r Lord mercifully to work the like Salvation in 
houſe of your Soul, eſpecially when he cometh 
viſit you in time of Maſs, either by Sacramental, 
Piritual Communion; whereunto you may moſt 
j apply this whole paſlage. 
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70urs, and'riches, &c. 


ſhouldeſt 


ſay the Word, and my ſervant ſhall be made whi 


tet | 

ſel 
> hac 
;y 2. 
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Of curing the Centurions Servant. Part 


Onſider r. The Centurions Servant was fall: 

4 ſick, and his Maſter being ſolicitous ſor hi 
ſent Interceſlors to Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, my 3 cv 
lieth at home ſick, of the Palſey, and 1s ſore torment 9 


Obſerve the Maſters goodneſs, and care for 
Servant; asalſo his Faith, wherewith he believe 
that Chriſt, though abfent, could work the Cy 
Learn to be ready in works of Charity, even 
your inferiors : If thou have a faithful Servant (ſai 
the Wiſe Man) let himbe unto thee as thy Soul, | 
as a Brother ſo entreat him. 
Conſider 2. Chriſts charity and goodneſs; 7n 
come and cure him: He offereth more than the oth 
asked, -to- wit, to come in Perſon; whereas t| 
Centurion wiſhed only a ſingle word from hin 
for working'the cure. Ler men be aſhamed at thiff: 
backwardneſs ({ath S. Auguſte ) for that God 151 
dy to givemore, than we t9 ak.” Obſerve moreove] 
how Chriſt being another time invited to cure 
Princes Son, would not go, and now freely oft 
cth himfelt, without any-entreaty, to go to tif 
Centurions Servant: Tovear down our Pride (all 


9 

Kho 
and « 
this 
ſeatl 
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b, 


5. Gregory:) who-do regard in men not ſo much their of 
zure Cwhich-15 equal and the'ſame in all ) as, * , 


Conſider g--\The Centurion hearing that Chrl 
was-coming, {ent others to meet him, faying, L 
trouble not thy ſelf, for I am not worthy that thi 
enter under my- roof'y for the which cal 
neither did I think, my ſelf worthy to come to thee ; 


Ponder theſe Words, and admire his admirad 


Humility, by means whereof, while he deem 
himk 


( 


| 


[ 


er Pentecoſf, Thurſday 


ſelf unworthy toreceive Chriſt under his Roof, 
had now lodged him in his Heart; that you 
zy alſo imitate him, eſpecially when you com- 
Icate. 


(curing the Centurions Servant. Part. 2 


Onſider1. The reſt of the Centurions diſcourſe; 
For I alſoam @ man ſubject to Authority having 


Jirr 1c Souldjers;, and 1 ſay to this go, and hegoeth; 


{to another come, and be cometh; and to my Ser- 


8 ao this, and be doth it. As if he ſhould fay, if 


rhoam but an Under-Officer,and under the Com- 
and of my Captains, yet can ſay to my Servant, 
this, and he doth it ; how much more will all 


Features obey your Word 2 An honourable Con- 
Flion of Chriſts Power. Rejoyce that he is truly 


b, and withal be confounded that Servants per- 


Fn ſtricter obedienceto their Maſters in things of 
$5 World, than you perhaps do to God, or your 
Þpexiors that arein tvs place. 


Conſider 2. Chriſt having heard theſe Words, 


-Ftolled the Faith of the Centurion, being but a 


Eitile, above the Ifraclites: Amer, I ſay to you ; 


ave 720t found. fo great Faith in Iſrael, Whereup- 


he adjoyneth ; 4nd 1 ſay to you, that many ſhall 
me from the Eaſt, and the Weſt, &c. but the Chil- 


7 of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt out, &c. The Chil- 
Jn of the Kingdom of Heaven formerly were the 
Fs, but now they are become Out-caſts, becauie 
$7 obeyed not Gods Call, and we are made the 
\Pildren of that Kingdom, and after a ſpecial 
;nner, a7 Ele Generation,and a Kingly Driejthsod. 
\£.us therefore behave our ſelves worthy of ſuch 
Honour : Hold that which thou haſt, (ſaith our 52%, 3" 


[s 


e 


Id) that 720 man rake thy Crown, 
| Conſider 


Mart. 8, 
Luce Fo 


Luc, 7. 8. 


1 Pg, 2.9. 
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Mzt.fup.i3> Conſider 3. How his requeſt was granted ; 6 


PF, 144,20, 


and as thou baſt believed, ſo be it done to thee; tf 
our Lord will fulfil the deſire of them that fear hj 


and will hear their prayer. Perhaps you entertainifl 
your Soul a Will, or Aﬀection, that lieth (M 
of the Palſey, that is, ſeized with the Spirit 


Sloth, and Sluggiſhneſs. Imitate therefore t! 
fervour and humility of this Centurion, and þ 


means of your good Friends, that is the Saints youll 
holy Patrons, beg remedy of our Lord, but eſpe 


cially when you go to Communion , uſe thef 


words of the Centurion, and with like Faith 
Lord, 1 am not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt enter und; 


my roof. | 
Of the curing of S. Peters Mother-in-Lay 


Onſider 1. Our Lord being entered into Pet 
houſe, tound his Mother-in-Law lying ſickq 
a ſtrong Feaver ; but the Diſciples beſought him: 


her. Obſerve the Apoſtles readinefs to interce( 


for others, and the efficacy of their Interceſſion 
for ſhe was immediately cured. We all of us ha 
ſome Spiritual Feaver or other, being ſet on 
by the alurements of divers unlawful deſires. C 
Feaver (faith S. Ambroſe) is Covetouſneſs, our F 
wer is Luſt, our Feaver is Ambition, &c. See wht 
you are moſt lick of, and take the Apoſtles for yal 
Interceilors, that you may be cured. 

Conlider 2. The manner wherewith Chriſt del 
vered the lick perſon; Standing by ber, he comma 
ed rhe Feaver, and it left her, He did not drive 
away with Medicines, as the Phylitians do, but 
command alone, to ſhew his Power, and Divinit 
So at other times he commanded the Winds, al 
Sea, andthe Devils, and they obeyed him ; for! 

(i 
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he Members of our Body obey the Soul, and move 
ly at her will; ſo all Creatures obey God. Re- 
"Spojce that you have ſo poweriul a Lord; He ſaid, PC.148. 8. 

Word they were made; he commanded, ana they were 

ated ; Do you likewiſe take care to obey him 1n 
all things. 

Conſider 3. S. Peters Mother-in-Law being cu- 

iffed, riſing forthwith, ſhe mimſtred to them. She 
oWfretended not weakneſs after her ſickneſs, nor de- 

S:rcd to give her ſelf any more toreſt, but preſent- 
5betook her ſelf to labour and pains, like that va- 
antWoman in the Proverbs,She hath girded her !oyns Prov. 11. 54 ” 

With /trength, and bath ſtrengthened her arm, Where- 
ore it will prove an effect of your ſpiritual 

Kealth, to work fervently, and to be ready tor all 
haritable offices: 


Of a Rulers Sonreſtored to health. x5. +, xe; 


Onſider 1. There came unto Chriſt 4 certarn x, 6 «7, 
Lord, whoſe Son was ſick at Capernanm, GC. Ee 
md deſired him that he wonld come down, and heal his 
on, for he lay at the point of death, Obſerve how 
"Wrofitable corporal Infirmitics and Atfiftions 
xre, Which force us to have recourſe toGod ; fot 
leſs the Son had fallen fick, perhaps the Father 
ad never been brought to the Faith of Chriſt : So 
Wis written of King 2anafes, while he was cap-'2 Parat, 
W'vc, that when he was in affiiftion, he be{c: 2ht the 55 + 
ord his God , &c. And Manaſlles knew that the 
W074 he was God, Therefore take the like Infir- 
Fes and Afflictionss, as ſo many Benefits, and 
ncitements to Vertue: 7 herr afflict;ons were multt- Pf. 15. 4, 
T4 (faith David ) afterward they made haſ?. 
Conſider 2. Chriſts anſwer. 1. He reprehendeth 
Fn that ſeek Miracles out of incredulity 2: He 
*.u[eth togo to the houſe, where he was deſired, 
GE i9t 
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for that it is not fitting we ſhould preſcribe Got 
the way and manner of ſuccouring us. 3. Yet he 
merciiuily giveth recovery, and health, the more 
to manifeſt his Power, and to KRrengthen ay 
Faith; for he it is which commandeth the Salvation 
of jacob. Learn hence not to ſeek Miracles, Vit 
ons, or extraordinary Favours, but to commi 
your ſelf wholly to God, as to the way and manne 


of helping you : Beſcech him, that 1f you be na 


worthy that he come to your Houle in the Eucha 
rHt, at leaſt that he would /czd you help from hi 
koly place, and from Sion defend you... 

Conſider 3. 1he man belicued the Word that FE 
SUS ſaid to him, and thereby received health both 
of body tor his Son, and of Sonl for himſelf, an 
his whole Family ; tor himſelf believed, and his what 
Family; 19 God heapeth favours upon favours. Be 
feech him humbly to work alfo in-you perfect 
Health, both of Body and Soul. 


Ot Holy Communion. 
Conſider Chriſt as Jour Souls Gueſt. 


Onfider 1. What is read this day in the Gol 
pel, how Chrift entered into the houſe of 

certain Phariſee upon the Sabboth to cat Bread, Luc 
14. 1. He is alſo the Gueſt of our. Souls, and hi 
willenter, this day, into the Houſe of your Sou 
in the Holy Eachariit, to feaſt with you, accord 
ing to that, If any man open me the Gate, I will ente 
in to him. and will ſup with him, and he with me. Col 
{ider therefore attentively the Greatneſs and Ma 
jeſty of this Gueſt, and take that of the Evangelib 
as ſpoken unto you by him, Make ready wherewith! 


may ſup, and girdthy ſelf. Conſide 


TEC( 


.ea1 


oy 


C 
0d 
| be 


after Pentecoſk, . Munday. 


Conſider 2. This Divine Gueſt feederh (as the 
Holy Fathers teach ) apoz your Firtues;, bur avove 
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org all, he is delighted with Humility ; and therefore 3: up. 
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while he was at Table to day with the Pharilee, he 
taught us to chuſe the loweſt place in Banquets : 
And the Spouſe in the Cazricles faith, While the 
King was at his repoſe, my Spikenard gave the odour 
thcreof. The Spikenard 1sa low Plant (falth S. Ber- 
mard) and an Emblem of Humility : Therefore be 
careful to prepare ſuch meat for your Gueſt, as yoru 
know he loves, and humble your ſelf as much as you 
can inall things. 

Conſhder 3. The Liberality of this four Guelkt, 
who whereſoever he cometh, brinzeth with him 
Gifts, and Pledges of his Bounty : So this day, in 


J the houſe of the Phariſee, he cured one f{ick of the 


Dropſie : And if you look well into your felt , 
perchance you will find that you are taken with the 
fame Diſeaſe, that.is, ſull of wareriſh humours of 
worldly affetions; whereot an evident-iign 1s the 
burning thirſt you have aiter things that are de- 
lightful to ſenſe. Beſeech therefore your Divine 
Guelt to rid you of this Drophie, 2nd {ay with the 
Pſalmiſt, Save me, -O Goa, Lecauſe the Waters are cn- 
tred into my Soul. 


Of a Man ſick of the Palſey, .cured at the 
Pond of Probatica, or Betheſda. Part 1. 


Onſider 1. What a benefit. God beſtowed on 
the Jews in the Pond of Provatica, ncar the 
Temple, wherein the Sheep were waſhed for Sacri- 
hice. For 1. The Water was ſtirred by an Angel. 2. It 
received thereby vertue to cure all manner of Diſ- 


tales, In them that entred firſt after the motion. 


This was a Type of the Sacraments of Baptiſm, 
&EC-2 ant 


Ca: t,Ser. 7. 
Can 24; 3; 
B-rn. Ser, 
4 de Al- 
ſums, 


Gen, 27. 9, 


P;. 68. 2, 


To, $.2: &e 


Munday. XVI, Week 


| and Penance, wherein Chriſts Sheepare waſhed for 
PL, $0.21. the Sacrifice of Rightcouſneſs ; and which 1. Have O! 
a heavenly virtue infuſed into them by the Angel 

of the Teſtament, Chriſt .our Lord. 2. Theſ 
cleanſe us from all manner of Sin.. 3. Not only ( 


the firſt comers, but all, and every one, without 
any exception, or ceſſation. Ponder the greatneſſþ ,1* 
of this benefit, and endeavour to make due uſe of 
theſe Divine Ponds. bs 
Conſider 2. At this Pond Lay a great multitude "26 
ſick perſons, of blind, lame, withered, expetting th, 
ſtirring of the Water : So God will have us to expett 
Pl.39.2. with patience his Gifts; whence David ſaid, I d- 
ligently waited for the Lord, and he hath hearkened 11 
27e, Among other infirm perſons, there was a Cere 
tain man there, that had been eight and thirty years 
his infirmity, of the Palſey. "The Spiritual Palſey ic 
isa diſlolution of the Nerves, and Faculties of the 
Soul, a defect of ſpiritual Vigour and Lite, and a 
it were a deading of the Spirit. See how manyF* | 
years you may reckon in this infirmity, and ſeek 
remedy by the Baths of the Holy Sacraments. M 
Conlider 3. the goodneſs of Chriſt, freely invit-Y 
ing the {ick mantohis own cure ? Wilt thou be made 
whole ? God can juſtifie us by himſelf alone,but wil, 
not do It without our conſent : Ze made you ({aithP; 
Auguſt. S, Auguſtine ) without your kyowledge, but he juſtif-,,.: 
+ RY cth you with your conſcat. See whether you wikſſ1; 
that is, efficaciouſly, be made whole, for God is ever you 
_ ready on his part. | and 
You! 
ligh 
C 
racl 
O amp 
ES 


after Pentecoſt, Tueſday 


| Of the man ſick of the Palſey, cured at the Jo. 5. 7.c: 


Pond. Part _— 


Onſider 1. Lord, 1have no man, &c. Hecon- 

feſled his impotency, for that he could nei- 
ther move of himſelf, to get down time enough in- 
tothe Pond, nor had any man to help him ; whence 
he preſently received health of Chriſt ; for the 
humble confeſſion of our own weakneſs, is the 
beſt diſpoſition to obtain Gods aſſiſtance. Perhaps 
you have cauſe to ſay of your ſelf, 7 have no mar 
ro help me, that is, I have not the Heart nor cou- 
raze of a Man, to overcome my ſelf; though tru- 
ly, you have one, Chriſt our Lord, who is rea- 
dy to raiſe you up with his Grace: You have 
alſo Preachers, Superiors, ard Directors, to ad- 
moniſh you, and if you will your felt, alſo to help 
you. 

Conſider 2. The efficacy of Chriſts words , 
wherewith, without more ado, he cured the ſick 


Man : Ariſe, take up thy bed, and walk, &c. O £34 3c : 


Lord, ſpeak ſo likewiſe to me, Say to my Soul, I 
am thy Salvation. Ponder the mans obedience , 
who preſently aroſe up, and though it were the Sab- 
both day, took his Bed upon his Shoulders, and ſo 
walked; giving us a.pertect example of {ſtrict obe- 


dience : Do you therefore, if you be ſound, carry 


your Bed, take up the light Yoke of our Lord, 
and walk, not in high and ſtrange things, above 


your ſelf; but with Abraham, before, or in the Gen, >. x; 


light of God, and be perfett. 

Conſider 3. Chriſt after he had wrought the Mi- 
racle, withdrew from the multitude; to give us ex- 
ample of ſhunning the applauſe of men, Afterwards 


JESUS findeth him in the Temple, and ſaid to him, 


CC 3 Behold, 


392 Wedneſday. XVT. Week 
Behold thou art made whole, ſin ao more, left ſome wirſ 
thing Chance tne, Imagine the ſame to be ſpoken 
to you, as often as you go to the Sacrament of Pe. 

3 er, 3.22, nance: Returnnot bac] k, like :5e Dog to rhe Lori, 
or the Sow waſied, toher wallywino tn the Mire, 


vir s Ofthe Bed-rid Man let down irom the Root, 
<a Pwf ©, 


gercat multitude, to hear Chriſt inthe Houk: 

Marc. 2. 2, where be Was, { 1.77 trere Was 9 plzce, 115 5t ar the 
AD, ard he ſpas 'Cft0 tie #17 the BR 31 A. Obſerve Our 

Lords indefatigable zeal of gairfing Souls, not ſpa- 

Ting himſeltat any tune, or place, but freely ad- 

mitting ard inſtructing all : even with i Coors, 

3 Cor,12,15. That YOU might learn ro beſfow your [lf ana to be be. = 


( apo 1. There were gathered together 2 


ſeored again with the Apoſtle, for the Sols of your 
Bretnren. 4 oe 
Luc, 5.19,” Conlider 2. Fndbehold, mer carrying ina Bed ob 
man that bad rhe P:; ljcy, CC. rd aor finding 037: white Ty 
y gy 


. ' > 7 ' 
aa - » -- FI - a<- 47 = 9 - C $.o £ 
ſicte they mitgis 7 hrs; 4 bt 4 Fl £4 137 3 { Of t13e ? T :: 4. 
= Cc ' G od 


- "7 20 O\ 
Eo #4 iy HPO {122 R40f 4 7A Fo "7 02419 1 #; e T jles [cf kin P 
| + . EN 
gonn, With tbe Bed, 1 the 11:10 Ty before FES'E Ad. 


'YS 
! T / 't 
mire their Faith, whereby they urdouvredly bef;? 
P Sg - Ho 
lieved that Chriit wouid cure him ; f-tharther rel... 


BS 
1 

iuſe no pains to bring him ro him. Ovlerve more- 
Over cheir courage and reſolution, 1 not vieidin wh 


to the difiic ulties that hindered their tree acceſy (f: 
but raking o their way through all, fo that thei _ 
Buy, im accompliſh <d their defire. Arr firm betief (fait ca 
Fc. 5; S. Bonruciitiine Z FR a is.2n _—_ or Cooled by 1 the 
peaiinent, bitinfiimea. See how FOB are 1 like OC- "i 
cations, end how eaſily vou le: ave of, tOT Icar. p 


Conlider 3. The Mercy of Chriſt, faying; Sc tn 
toy fs 2 'e forgiven thee, O O wonderful Hambler "Cit ods 
S. Fiero | 


ebafier Pentecoſt, Thurſday. 
J6 i 


6 calieth Son, whom the Prieſts wonchſey Eto 126 
>. (Obſerve how he remitteth Nis 1ins, which were 
zuſe of his infirmity, ro teach you, that Diſeaſes 


it 7 

Wrc inflicted 2lfo for hidden tins, and that when you 

zre lick, you muſt firſt ſeek your Souls cure, then 
of ht of your B 3dy. 


Of the Bed-rid Man let down from the Root. 
Part 2. 


ig 'Onfider'1. The Phariſees murmuring : 11 99 75 "5 


this that ſpea kerh blaſphemies* Who cen foroive 
fas but God only : ? Condole with Chrilt for being 


time you be treated below your deſerts, Obſerve 


., JCbriſts mildneſs; he is not moved to indignation, 
i he ſeeketh not to revenze himfelt, zs he could 


moſt eaſily have done, but ſweetly endeavouretk to 
; bring them out of their error : W Derefore think you 
ei 1a your Hearts ? 

Contider 2. Chriſt in proof of his Divinity, and 
power of forgiving tins, prevently cured the man, 
and ſent him away cured of his Palſey, ſaying, - 
rife, take rp thy Bed, 2nd go into thy hoſe, You 
Houſe and Home is Heaven, here you are —_ 2 

tranger, and Patlenger ; therefore haſten Þ CIRC, 
ard ſettle your thoughts, cares, and defiresthere, 
where you are to dwell for ever: Ac: fh.:ll go 


Ter, 4 Neſt is made 1p bat for a time. Do not 
therefore make more of your dirty brittle Neſt, 
than of your firm Manſion-Houſe. 


af {Houſe praiſing Gas. It is the proper effec of ſpiritual 
| GC 4 health, 


afield a Blaſphemer, and be not troubled if at any: 


A (ith the Wiſe Man) zato the Houſe of Eternity $ 2. 
and S. Artguſtine, A Houſe is taker as 1t were for &- tf, 


Conſider 3. The Man being cured, wezr 70 his. 


$53 


6. Hierom ) adecrepid, and aefpicable poor man, he Fiero in 


Mat, 9.4, 


Luc, {us 


health, 
for benefits received : Do you alſo magnifie Galnig 
as often as you are diſmiſſed in the Sacrament «oo! 
Penance, free from the dead Palſey of Sin; fayfChr 
with David, Twill bleſs the Lord at all times, hi 
praiſe ſhall ever be? in my mouth, 


Pi, 33. 3. 


Matt, 12. 
Marc. 3- 


L''c. 6. 
Luc, 6. 6, 


Þ:, 143, 8. 


Mat,\2.15, 


Zachar. 1.2, 


Eecl 9,:0, 


Friday. XI. Weehfte 


to magnifie God, and to give him thankfen 


Of the withered Hand cured. 


Onſider 1. It came to paſs on another Sabboth,thi 
he entred into the Synagogue, and taught: And ther 
mas a man, whohad a withered band, &c. Qur mol 
merciful Lord taketh hold of all occaſions of co ( 
verting Souls; wherefore on the Sabboth days leſ}har 
frequented the Synagogues, that being then gan 
thered together, he might. the better teach thenPlnh 
heavenly things. In the Synagogue he found a man{ſ{elf 
whoſe right Hand was withered ; for many therein, 
2re, even in Gods Church, that have their left hand(miſ 
ready for miſchief, but their rizht Hands wither-ſſto | 
ed, and unable to do any good ; and their right handliks 
is the right Hand of Tniquity. Sce whether youtſſto ! 
hand be not thus withered. ſo | 
Conſider 2. Then he ſanh tq the man, ſtretch forth 
thy band, and he ſtretched it forth, and it was reſt 
red whole. Our Lord conld as eaſily have done the 
Cure without ſtr etching forth ; but he will haveus 
alſo to co-operate 1n our own behalf, according to 
that of the Prophet, Turn to ze, &c. and I will « 
eura to you. Stretch forth therefore your hand to 
good Works, to help your Brother, and an frequent 
Yrayer to God, and you w1ll undoubtedly obtain 
perfect health : "Whatſorver thy haud fingeth ta do,, al 
it with af thy might, ſaith the wide Man. 
Conlider 3. The Acribes and Phariſces RY 
cen 


eſter Pentecoſt, Saturday. 


nkMen the Miracle, whereas by benefit thereof they 
30Snight have wrought their own ſalvation , they 
- oftook occaſion thereby , out of envy, to contrive 
ſa 
Mall langh at them, And Chriſt, although he 
ould have deſtroyed them in a moment, yet he 
choſe rather to bear with them, and withdraw 
imſelf for the time to another place, to teach 
ou meeknels. 


- Of the crooked Woman cured. 


ha 

er 

0 Mon 1. Chriſt being again in the Synagogue, 
On according to his cuſtome, Behold a Woman 
Iffirchat had a Spirit of Infirmity eighteen years, and ſhe 
»+74 crooked,neither conld ſhe lift up her ſelf at all. This 
mBinfirmity was cauſed by the Devil, as Chriſt him- 
nffelf witneſſeth 3 and this either in puniſhment of 
Tein, as it was in Gzezz's Leprofie, or by Gods per- 


395 


hriſts death : But he that dwelleth in the Heavens vf. 1. 4, 


Luc. 13, 1. 
& Co 


&miſſion, for exerciſe of her Virtue, asit happened 


1-ito bleſſed Fob. Myſtically, the Devil cauſeth the 
z/ike crookedneſs in all thoſe Souls which he makes 
urjto ſtoop down to worldly things, and keeps them 
lo fixedly bent upon them, that they cannot look 
zhup, nor raiſe their thoughts to Heaven. Of ſuch 
«it is ſaid, They caſt down their eyes, that they might not 
wichoid the Heavens, nor remember juſt judgments. See 


Dan,13.9. 


wherher you be not likewiſe crookedly bent, in _ 


of your works and intent1ons. 
ſj Conſider 2. The Mercy of Chriſt, of his own 
ofaccord calling the Woman to him, and curing 
ther : Woman, thou art delivered from thy infirmiy - 
nJAnd the effect preſently ſeconded his Omnipotent 
«word ; for having put his hand upon her, (he was 
forthwith made ſtraight, and glorified God. Obſerve 
oF and imitate this Womans gratitude, who as ſoon 
1 as 


Behold my 
Leloved 
ſpeaketh to 
me; Ariſe 
make haſ\t 
my Love, 
&c. and 
COMC. 

Cant, 2. 10, 


Cant. C, 2, 


3 Jo. 4. 19. 
Apoc. 1,5. 


Sunday,  XPIIL. Wer 


as ſhe ſaw her ſelf cured, glorified God. See hol 
much more reaſon you have to beever grateful, ay 
to glorifie God, who healeth all your infirmities ;, fy 
with David, The Lord u my. ſtrength, and my Say 
and he 1s become my Salvation : This 1s my God, and, 
will olorifie him. 

Conſider 3. The perverſe Zeal of the Ruler 
the Synagogue, who had indignation that FEST) 
had cured on the Sabboth; as if it were not lawſul til 
do a good work, although not ſervile, on the Sat 
both day; Thus many pretend Zeal for their Px 
fions: Take care to do all your actions with a ſincerff 
and upright intention, as in the ſight of God, an 
you will not fear what judgments men paſs up 
them: Fear ye not the reproach of men, and be n 
afraid of their blaſphemies, for as a Garment, ſo ſh 
the Wormeat them; and as Wooll, ſo ſhall the Mat 
devour them. 


Of Holy Communion. 


Conſider Chriſt as pour Souls Love. 


Onſider 1. What is commanded in this day 
Goſpel; Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 

all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with allth 
And, &c. Matt. 22. 37. God would be our Soukſh; 
Love; therefore he often calleth them his Beloved, 
his Spouſes, his Siſters: Open to me my Siſter, ny 
Love, my Dove, &c. And becauſe love is gainet 
by love, Let therefore love God, becauſe God fir 
hath loved us; Who hath loved us, and waſhed us fron 
our fins in his Blood, Never any Mother loved her 
Child ſo tenderly, nor Spouſe his Beloved, as Gol, 
doth Man, making himſelf x. His Companion. ſj; 
2. His Food, 3. His Ranſom ; And Iaſtly his Ef 
| yerlaſting 


Velh'r Pentecoſt, Munday. 


ox rlaſting Reward: So that he moſt juſtly deſer- 

US} to be loved by you, with all your beart, with all 

t wr Soul, and with all your Mind. 

1 Conſider 2. This your Beloved will enter to 

"a V:y;, in the Holy Euchariſt, the lodging of your 
art, that you may at leiſure enjoy his moſt ſweet 

l -nverſation, his chaſt Imbraces, and affeCtionate 
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:tertainments of Love: 1f any one love me, &C. Jo-14,33. 


It, Father will love him, and we will come to him, and 
a make our abode with bim, Think what a tor- 
TP: of Heavenly Graces will flow into your Soul, 
BS; the benefit of this abode, if you be rightly dif- 


noſed ; for he faith of himfelf, With me are Riches prov. 8, 18, 


ord Glory, glorious Riches, and Fuſtice, &c. That 
" may enrich them that love me, and may repleniſh 
"Wicir 1reaſures, 

" Conſider 3. The diſpoſition on your ſide muſt 
e love for love, and that the greateſt you can 
retchunto;z which conſiſteth more in Deeds, and 
\ctions, than in Words, and Pretences: Whence 
efaith, If any love me, be will keep my Word; that 
5s, my Commandments, my Counſels, my Admo- 
nition: ſee therefore how little obſervant you have 
hitherto been of them, and take care that hereaf- 
cr you may be able to ſay with the Spouſe, Ay Be- 
Poved 1s mine, and Tam hi, in willing, and not wil- 
Fling, the ſame inall things with him, by aperfect 
'MUnionof Wills. 


| 


þ 
1 


Of the Leper. Part. r. 


Onſider 1. There came unto Chriſt a Leper 
to be healed. 1. He beſought our Lord with 
profound Reverence, kzceling down, and falling on 
bis Face. 2. With great Faith, confelling our 
Lords Power; Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make 
ze 


& 21. 


Toſup, 


Cant, 2,16. 


Matr. $8. 
MArc. bo 
Luc. 


Mark. 1.49, 


Luc, 5. 13, 


Marr. 9. 3: 


Munday. XPTI. Wl 


me clean. - 3. With Reſignation, not asking a 
thing abſolutely, but conditionally only, If th 
wilt ; if it be ſo pleaſing to thy will: Such ou 
alſo to be your Petitions, Humble, full of Fait 
and reſigned to the Divine Will: 1o whom wil 
have reſpect, but to the poor little one, and the conty i 
of Spirit, and him that trembleth at my Words. 


Conſider 2. Our Lords Clemency : He difdair c 


ed not the preſence and fight of that loathſome Si 
Ctacle, nor did he put off the cure til] another dj 
and althongh he could have healed him with of 
ſingle word, yet to correct our nicenels in like 
caſions,he would alſo touch him z wherefore ftrerd 
ing forth his hand he touched him, ſaying, TI will, 


. thou made clean. Obſerve the Word, 1 will, as iff | 


z Tim. 2. 4. 


he ſhould fay, Iboth will, and deſire, for my part 
for God will have all men to be ſaved. See ther: 


fore it be not long of your felf, that you are ng 4 


cleanſed from your Spiritual Leprole. 
Conſider 3. The Spiritual Leprofie .of the Son| 


which is ſin, is like to that of the Body ; for bot! 
defile the Subject wherein it 1s, and render it a moſ 
loathſome Spectacle; that in the ſight of God, thi 
to the eyes of mer; :, But that of the Soul is ſo mud? 


the more deteſtable, by how much the more dar 
gerous conſequence it 1s of, as diſpoſing to death 
not Temporal, but Eternal: Whence S. Les the 
King with good reaſon ſaid, as It is related of him, 
that he had rather incur the Leproſfie of the Body, 
thanſin ; and that he ſharply reprehended one 0 
his Nobles for making the contrary choice. 


6 Cl 


NO 
n 


Iſo 
he 


1 ſier Pentecoſt. Tueſday. 


Of the Leper. Part, 2. 


an 
th 
6 


Itt 


Onſlider 1. Our Lord having by his Divine 
1k, Power cured the Leper, Saith tom, ſee thou 
Kino body. Chriſt knew that he would publiſh the 
racle toall, as afterwards he did, out of grati- 
Ride ; neither was there any danger of. vain glory 
© Chriſt ; yet he did ſo, for our inſtrudion ; 
Fzzching us to ſhun the like danger with all our en- 
kavour : For vain glory, (as S. Baſil ſaith) #5 4 
wber of our ſpiritual riches, a flattering Enemy of our 
\Wouls, the Adoth of Virtues, &c. Think with your 
lf how mach you are ſubject to this Vice in your 
Mitions, and take heed it may not alſo be ſaid to 
'ou, You have received your reward. 

Conſider 2. Go ſhew thy ſelf to the Prieſt, and of- 
Wt the gift which Moyſes commanded for a teſtimony 
(them; The Law of AMoyſes reſerved to the Prieſts 
he judgment both of the Leproſie it ſelf, in caſe 
of doubt, and of its cure. See therefore 1. How 
Wbſervant Chriſt was of the Law. 2. How he ho- 
:ſour'd thoſe Prieſts, although ever moſt ſpiteful 
$o him. 3. How much greater Prerogative did 
$* confer upon the Prieſts of the New Law, to 
Ff'nom he gave power to cleanſe and take away all 
,Wanner of ſpiritual Leprofie : Theretore, do you 


ſo, as often as you find your ſelf infefted with 


\ 


reſt, 
Conſider 3. The Leper wasalſo to make an Of- 
ering : For in the Ancient Law, after the ſha- 
Ing of his hair, he was commanded to waſh his 
loaths, and his body, and to offer a Lamb with- 
Put ſpot in Sacrifice, Let your Offering, as often 
'$5 you return from the Sacrament of _— 

- 
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Mar. 8 4+ 
&r. 


Pail. 
Conſt, 
Monaſte 
©. bis 


Mat. 6. L | 
and is, 


he like Leprofie, go, and ſhew your ſelf ro the 


Levit.3'4. 


ter Pentecoſt. Thurſday. 


Mio them that are tempted, that eyen while they are 
Mit going to manifelt themſelves to their Ghoſtly 
Mather,. they find themſelves free, and the Ene- 
ny gone: So likewiſe, thoſe that diſpoſe them- 
vlyes to. Confeſſion, Gad doth often juſtifie be- 
fre hand, by contrition: 17 ſaid (faith the Pro- 


awd ſo thou forgaveeſt the iniquity of my ſm - Go 
therefore always ſpeedily, that you may ſpeedily, 
Mic cleanſed. K..-: 


Of the ten Lepers. Part 2. 


LJ that he was made clean, went back, and with 
4 loud woice glorified God, So ought we to be 
thankful to God , for the benefits we receive 


Wfrom him; according. to that of the Apoſtle 3 7z « Theſ.5.18, 


Wl things give thanks, for this is the will of God, This 


s to be. performed, 1. With a loud. Vaice, that's, PO 
33: 4 | 


Avith a great and hearty affection. 2. With mag- 
fine God ; and with David, exalting his name Z 

Meer. 3. With due Humility, falling proſtrate at 
Your Lords Feet, acknowledging our ſelves unwor- 


Why of his ſogreat mercies and benefits. There can aug. in 
Wir 0 Offering made more gratefid to God (ſaith *'-49: 5e 


fs. Auguſtine ) then that of Thankſgiving. | 

mw Conſider 2. Of ten that were cleanſed, only 
Wone returned back : There was not found that returu- 
Wd, ad gave glory to God, but this ſFranger. Think 


Flow few there are among ſo many thouſands , 


hom God doth daily preſerve, and feed, that ac- 
knowledge the Benefit; They take their Meat , 
 vhich is ſent them. from Heaven, even like bruit 
Feaſts, without once lifting up their Head or 


nouriſhed 


AOL 


WWpbet ) 7 will confeſs againſt me my ſins ro the Lord, vc. 31. 5, 


Luc,17. 


Onſider 1. Aud one of them, as foon at he ſaw Luc. 17, ig, 


_ [houghts. thither ; 7 have brought up Children, and 1c, 1, 2, 


Fryday. XVIL. Wee| ift 
nouriſhed them, but they have deſpiſed me, ſaith oufgnr 
Lord : Theſe: carry themſelves as Inhabitants. age 
Sons of the Earth, and as if they had here a ſetle,;1- 
habitation 3 but do you account your ſelf asaſch; 
Alien, a Stranger, and Pilgrimin this world, ant ope 

then you w1ll come to acknowledge Gods pifts, an Iy 
favours unto you in all things. . 
Conſider 3. This Stranger, by being grate of [ 

for the recovery of his corporal health, receive w” 
yet a far greater benefit, the Cure of his Soul, ulll., 
his converſion to the Faith ; therefore our Lon _ 
auguſt faid untg him, Go thy ways, thy Faith bath ſaved ther ( 
> <9, Theother nine probably were Reprobate; For ti,,,; 
Po Faith of the ungrateful ſhall melt as Winter Ice, anlf,,.q 
ſhall periſh as unprofitable Water : Be not therefon noil 
ungratetul to God. arc 


Mat. 7. 10+ Ot the Deaf and aw Man. Part 1, con 


Onſi der 1. While Chriſt was paſſing throug "WE 
Galilee, they bring to him one Deaf and Dumniſ.;c. 
and they. beſought bim, that he would lay his hand upMc,1, 
him. Ponder how meritorious a thing itis to bring. 
others to JESUS; and excite your ſelf thereuntofpj- 
endeavouring, by ſuch means as your Calling dotl 
afford, to bring to Chriſt thoſe that you ſhall fin} . 
ſpiritually deaf and dumb. Confider what it is tj O' 
be ſpiritually Deaf: Heis Deaf, that gives not ea 
to the Verittes of Faith, and that hears not; th 
Voice of God, calling and exciting him to Perfect 
' on. See whether you be any thing given to thi... 
Deafneſs, and do not ſtop your Ears to God, lellf,, / 
Prov, x. 28. he do the ſame to you, according to that, 7 ben ſha. 7: 
they call upor me, but I will not. hear, he 
Conſider 2, What 1t is to be ſpiritually. dumb} 
He is dumb that corrects not his Brother when if | 
innet 


Matic. J 32» 


ll fter Pentecoſt, Saturday. 403 
IGoeth,not hindereth his fin when he may z whence | 
{ch are called by the Prophet, Dumb Dogs, not 15, 55.104 
Ye ro bark; He is dumb that doth not preach _ 
Chridt to others, when his Calling is ſuch z nor 
nYopenly profeſſes his Faith, when he ought. Laſt- 
"Jy, he that makes.not due uſe of his tongue to 
"the praife and honour of God, in Divine exerciſe 
of Devotion, in Pious Diſcourſes, and the like: _ 
Ffo is me (ſaith Tſaie ) becauſe I have held my _ = 
Brace: And you that remember our Lord , hold not © 
W017 PEACE, | ; 
Eonſider 3. Chriſt rejeted not the diſtreſſed 
"man, but took him aſide, from the multitude , 
"S:nd cured him. Do you alſo retire your ſelf from 
Fnoiſe, and company, to Prayer, and ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes, if you deſire to be cured by Chriſt. Obſerve 
how he cured this man, not by his Word only, or 
command, as he did others; but he put Bis Fingers 
mto his Ears, and ſpitting touched his Tongue, &C. 
YBccauſe our Lord doth diverſly cure, and exer- 
Wciſe thoſe that are his, ſome more, ſome leſs : 
Joubmirt your ſelf in all things to his Divine Plea- 
Flure , that you may be cured of all your infir- 


0Qnities. 


Of the Deaf and Dumb Man. Part 2, Mate, p. | 


al 


l Onſider 1. After our Lord had ſpoken the 
Word, Be thou opened, immediately his Ears War. 5. 34, 
Puerc opened, and the ſtring of his Tongue was looſe, and ** 
© ſpake right. Conſider, how thar the ſign of our 
Lars being opened, is not to contradict, or reſiſt 
Ke Divine Inſpirations, but humbly to obey them ; 
Þccording to that,The Lord opened mine Ear,and Twas ii, 5 >. 5 50 
or rebellious, &c. See therefore, whevpher the 
| Dd ears 
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ears of your heart be open, or whether you be ng 


7. 57. 5,6, Tather one of thoſe that ſtop their Ears, and will n 


Tac, 3,6, 


Pf, 9, 12, 


hear the voice of the Charmer , charm he never ( 
wiſely. . 

Conſider 2. How it is ſaid of the cured perſon 
not that he ſpake much, but that he ſpake right 
that we might learn to have a care of our Tongue 
whichis (as S. Fares faith) awbole World of Iniqu 
ty: he ſpeaketh right, that ſpeaketh nothing but 


the Praiſes of God, or what appertains to Salva] 
tion ; who ſpeaketh not of vain, or iddle matter 


nor uttereth detraction, nor murmurings. Ex: 
mine your ſelf by this, how right you are wonttt 
ipeak, and remember that as Dad ſaith, A ma 
fall of 'Tongue, ſhall not be dircftedin the earth, 

© Confider 3. Chriſt likewiſe here commanded the 


201 to tell any body 'z to teach us to ſhun, what lyetl 


in us, te applauſe of :men : But ſo mich the more, 
great aeal, aid they publiſh it, and ſo much the mr 
aid they wonder, Neither were they diſobedient U 
this, becauſe,Chriſt did not command, with inte 
tion of obliging them, but did therein what on hi 
part was Humility, and they returned Honour 
and Glory, which was but the duty of gratitude 
on their part. Laſtly, it is ſaid here of Chriſt 
He hath done all things well ;, that you might lea! 
not to be content with doing only ſome things well 
neglecting others, but to do all well : whence tht 


2 Cor. 6. 4.” Apoſtle faith, Let # in all things approve our ſelves 


the Miniſters of God, 


after Pentecoſf, Sunday -— a 


Of Holy Communion. | I Willlove 
| thee, O 


Lord, my 


Conſider Chriſt as the ſtrength of your Soul. ſrengrh 


Onſider 1. What is read todayin the Goſpel, Rock and > 
Aatr.g. 1. &c. Of Chriſts curing the Man 7 Rel 


Y fick of the Palſey, &c. The Souls Palſey is an liverer, 


Enervation of Spirit, and utter decay of its ſtrength ** 17-2 


by fluggiſhneſs, floth, and puſillammity. Think 
-.f| how far you are gone in this Diſeaſe ; how weak 


you are in bearing Adverſity ; how faint-hearted 
in undertaking any thing of difficulty 'for God 
how inconſtant in keeping your good Purpoſes : 
Laſtly, how ſlack and remiſs, and even languiſhing 
you are, in all matters of Devotion: you may with 


Truth fay with the Prophet, y ſtrength is wither. Pl. 21.18, 


ed as a potſheard, and my Tongue cleaved to my 
jaws. | | 

Confider 2. God is properly the fortitude and 

firength of our Soul; according to that, O Lord, Jer. 16. r9; 
my force, and my ſtrength: And, Our Lord is my 3:3: 
ffrrength, and mypraiſe. But he doth work this et- 

ieCt chiefly in the Euchariſt, affording to the Soul 
abundant forces to get out of this dead Palley, to 
overcome all fears and difficulties, and to under- 


take, and-gothrough, with what Enterpriſe ſoe- 


ver, for Gods ſake: Hence it is called, 7he Bread 

of the Strong Ones, the Meat of Great Ones, the Bread 

that confirmeth, or ſtrengtheneth the Heart of Man 

a Type or Figure whereof, was that Loaf of Bread 

that was brought toE1;as,in the ſtrength whereof he 3 Reg, 1s, 
walked fourty days, and fourty nights, unto the ** 
Mount of God : With therefore with a longing de- 

fire for that happy hour, wherein you are to re- 


Ceive this Divine Food. 
Dd 2 Conſider 
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Conſider 3. That you may be rightly diſpoſed td: on 
obtain the cure of your Palſey, you muſt imitat$ '£ 
the Faith of this ſick man : Go therefore with greatf® 
confidence, and put your ſelf into the Arms of thþ" 
Holy Saints, your Patrons, but eſpecially of the I 
Bleſled Virgin, that they may conduct and preſen#*! 
you to our Lord: Say with the Pſalmilt ; 17 thee, of 

Pi, 39.2, Lord, have I hoped, &c. Thou haſt ſtrengthened me C 
747-3 Jo that mine Arms ſhall breakeven a Bow of Steel. Andi th 
If. 30,4, in my God I ſhall lcap over the Wall, &c. Becauſe ppl 
thou art my ſtrength, and my refuge. EP - : - 
bil 
our 
: Rem 
F "Onſider 1. FESUS paſſing by, ſaw a man that alt 
was born blind: He beheld him with the 
Eyes of Mercy, and preſently thought of remedy :| O 
Beſeech him to look alſo upon you with the like 
Pr. 24. 18, altection 3 See. my. ſorrow, and my grief, and for-fi( * 
give me all my ſins. We are all blind from our 
Mothers Womb, born in ſin, and involved in the bat 
| darkneſs of Ignorance, through the fault of our E 
firſt Parent; but they-are blind , aſter a ſpecial I'EN 
manner, from their Nativity, who vainly boaſt of fort 
their Noble Birth and Parentage , not ſeeing th 
Juven, Sat, that Virtue alone ( as one ſaith ) zs the only tracÞ®", 
Nobility. . Think whether theſe things have place J'S c 
1 YOu. may 

Conſider 2. The Diſciples having asked, Wh C 

bath finned, this Man, or his Parents, that he ſhould Jy: 

| be born blind ? Chriſt anſwered, Neither this Man |! C 

hath ſinned, nor his Parcnts ; but that the Works of God for : 

ay be manifeſted in him, Whence you may under- 

ſtand, that Sickneſles and Calamities, are not al- Chri 

ways cauſed by Sin, but are often ſent us by God, [alt 

for his greater glory ; and exerciſe of our Virtue; of x 

as I 


Jo. 9,8 Of him that was born Blind. Part 1; 


ol 

ter Pentecoſk, Tuelday. 
Spork.the works of him that ſent me ( Chriſt ſaith ) 
3 phile it is day; that is, while the day of this mor- 
+ life laſteth. Much more it behoveth you todo 


elike works, while your day is,before you go unto the 
ind of Darkneſs, and ſhaddow of Death, 


pplyed a contrary Remedy, to fhew his Power. 
It you deſire to be delivered from the Spiritual 
Blindneſs of your Soul, lay the Clay, or Dirt, of 
our firſt creation, upon the Eyes of your Heart : 


37 
q 


lat return, 


I{* Onſider 1. The Gratitude of this man, in pub- 
liſhing to all, the-benefit which he received : 
$hat Man, which us called FESUS, made Clay, &C. 
$2. His conſtancy in profeiling Chriſt as a Prophet, 
ſeven before the Phariſees, with danger of Life, and 
Fortunes. 3. His Patience in bearing Contumelies, 


3 that of the Phariſees 3 Thou waſt wholly born in Ibid. v. 34.7 


ins, and doeſt thou teach 14? Such are the affecti- 
ons of a Sou] illuminated by God : Think how you 
may imitate. 

Conſider 2. He was preſently caſt forth of the 
Synagogue, by the Phariſees, for ſpeaking ſo well 
of Chriſt ; that you might learn to ſuffer willingly 

c 
TESUS (faith the Apoſtle) ſhall ſafer perſecution, 
Chriſt neglected not him that was made an Qut- 
caſt for his ſake, but rewarded him with the gitt 
of perfect Faith , ſeeking after him , and free- 
ly manifeſting his Divinity unto him, which 
\ « D d 3 be 


for a good cauſe : For all that will liv v a in Chriſt ;Tim, 3.12; 


I Conſider 3. Chriſt fit on the ground, and made clay 
pf the Spittle, and ſpread the Clay upon his Eyes, He 


407 


Þs it proved in Holy Fob, Toby, and ofhers: Zmuf# Job. 19, 210 


Remember Man, that duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou © 3- 19, 


Of him that was born Blind. Part 2, Jo:9. 


408 
Jo up, 
I Ng 


Proy.,3.9. 


Luc. 18.35. 
&c, 


 HtisfaCtion in his ſordid condition, being habitu- 


P..,119, Z2, 


AuTult, 
Io] ' 'Ofs 
TS, 350 


. | | TAs 
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he proſentty falling down, adored, or worſhipped. Of.fcon! 
ten ſtir up in your ſelf the like Ads of Faith, ſz. ] 
and falling proftrate, adore your Lord. But 
. Conſider 3. The words of Chriſt reproving thefſthe 
Phariſees pride, who notwithſtanding were wiſeÞdra 
and quick-ſighted in their own opimion : For judg-fſfcr\ 
ment came Tinto this World, that they that fee not, may 
ſee, and they that fee, may become blind ; that is, that 
{diots, and ſimple people, may come to know the 
erwch ; but the wife, and proud men of the world, f 
be ſtricken blind at the greatneſs of his Splendour: 
Therefore be ot wiſe in thine own conccit, leſt thou 
become blind, and like a blind man run headlong in. 
to perdition. | 


Of the Blind Man of FHiericho. 


"TOnlider 1, Tt came to paſs when he drew nigh td 

| Hiericho, 4 certain blind man ſat by the way, 
begging. This18 a lively figure of a ſinner, blind 

ot botn Eyes, to wit, of Knowledge, and Love. 

For 1, He ſteth in darkneſs, and taketh reſt, and 


ated in !in, \Py, (and nor in) che way, wherell 
the virtuonsdo cheerinlly run, according to that, 
1 ran the way of thy Commandments, 3. He ſitteth 
begginy ſome petiy comfort, and content from crea- 
tures: Think what an unhappy ſtate this is of theſe 
blind men, who ſee not, though you ſet before 
their Eyes, the Joys of Heaven, or Torments of 
Hell; but, as S. Augnſtize ſaith, they walk. through | 
darrueſs, into darkneſs, 

Conſider 2. The fervonr of this blind man,whet 
he heard that it was Chriſt that paſſed by: 1. He 
cryeth out, with a ſtrong Faith , profeſſing his] 
Fower, and imploring his Mercy 3 FESUS, ” 

0 


 Ifter Pentecoff, Thuriday. 
of if David, have mercy upon me. 2, He perſiſteth 
DfEflconſtant, though others endeavour to hinder him. 
th, fz. He encreaſeth his fervour, by their oppoſition : 
But he cryed much more, &c. Learn conſtancy in 

flthe ſervice of God, and mind not them that would 
fedraw you off: Learn to perſevere in Prayer with. 
fervour, and if idle and wandring thoughts of 
your Studies, or Imployments, or of corporal Ne- 
ceſſities, and Conveniences, or the like, buz in 
your mind, perſiſt ſtill with {ſo much the greater 
fervour. | 

Conſider3. Chriſt ſtood,and asked theblind man, 

What wilt thou that I dotothee ? for he giveth not his 
Grace tous, unleſs we will our ſelves, and co-ope- 
rate with it : The blind man anſwereth; Zord, that 
] may ſee. Let the ſame be likewiſe your Petition, 
Lord, that I may ſee: See you, and fee my felt : 
Illuminate mine eyes, that I ſleep not 1n death, at any 
time My God laminate my darkyeſs. | 


Of the Blind Man of Bezhſaida, 


| Onſider 1. Chriſt being come to Bethſaida, the 
Diſciples bring to him oze blind, anddeſired him 
that he would touch him : And taking the hand of the 
blind, he led him forth out of the Town : He # blind 
(faith Gloſſa) who ſeeth not what he was, what be 15, 
«and what he is tobe, Think whether or no you be 
taken with this blindneſs, and withal, take notice, 
that whoſoever deſireth to ſee aright, muſt permir 
himſelf to be led by our Lord, oxt of Town, that is, 
| out of the noiſe of worldly cares, and then he will 

be enlightned. | 
Conlider 2. Chriſt did not preſently, and by 
Word of Mouth only, give ſight to this Man, as 
 hedidto the former; but ſpitting into his eyes, lay- 
| Dd 4 | {2g 
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ing bis hands on him, he aned him if he ſaw any thing, fill 

Thus God doth differently illuminate Souls, ſame 

all in a - moment, others by degrees : the blind 

man recovering ſight in this manner, /aw men, ui 

it were Trees walking: For to men that are not 

thoroughly enlightned by Divine Grace, all world. 

ly things appear greater, and in a more flouriſh. 

ing condition, then truly they are: And men may 

be ſaid to be Trees, for that nnleſs they bear 

fruit, they will only ſerve to make fuel for the fire, 

Confider 3. The blind Man at laſt was reſtored 

to his perfect ſight, /o that he ſaw all things clear- 

ly. Beſeech our Lord fo to open your Eyes, that 

you may alſo ſze things clearly, and diſtinguſſh 

/ betweentrue and falſe,folid and counterfeited good: 

Hym., fer. 5. Alany things are ſet out 1n falſe colours, which need to 
ad Laudes, | <5 . 

be cleared (Q Lord ) by your Divine Light, Laſtly, 

it was {aid to him, Go wto thy Houſe ; Our Houſe 

#pb.2.19. and Home 1s Heaven ; For as the Apoſtle faith, We 

are Citizens of the Saints, ana of the Houſhold or Do- 

mefticks of God : Walk therefore as a Domeſtick of 

God. ard Son of Light, leſt perhaps oxr Lord ſtrike 


ett theein his wrath, and make thee grope at mid-day, as 
» 29 . . . . 5? 
| the blind 1x wont to grope in the .' of aud not guide 
thy ways. | ; 
=o Of the Lunatick and Poſſefled. Part x. 
Onfider 1. The great Tyranny which the De- 
erdoks. vil exerciſes upon the bodies of thoſe, whom 


God permits him to poſſeſs; whereſcever he 
ſeized upon tnis Lunatick, he daſhed him againſt 
ptr, 17.15, the ground, and made him foam, to gnaſh the teeth, 
&c. Hecaſt him often into the fire, and as often 

into the Water. Think if he be ſo outregious in 

this lite, where his hands are tyed, how much mm 

: WI 


Fg 
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ill he be ſo in Hel? where, as the Prophet faith, 
Whe ſtreams thereo 


Wi thereof into Brimſtone, and the Land thereof ſhall 
Wcome burning pitch. 
Conſider 2. How the Devil exerciſeth the like 
yranny upon a Soul that is ſubject to him: For 
1, He makes her Lunatick by Inconſtancy. 2. 
Yeaf to the Inſpirations of God, and dumb in his 
raiſes. 3. He caſteth her to the Ground by af- 
tion to earthly things. 4. He makes her to 
oam, and gnaſh the Teeth, with foul and unruly 
anguage. 5. He makes her wither away, by an 
ſenſibility in ſpiritual things. 6. Heoften throws 
er into the Fire of Concupiſcence, and often plung- 
1h her into the Waters of fleeting Pleaſures ; that 


ſhall be turned into pitch, and the 1634-9. 


jou may learn to take heed of the Devils Snares, of * Tim.3.th. 


rom ſinners are beld Captives (as the Apoſtle ſaith) 
t his will, 

Conſider 3. This Lunatick was firſt preſented 
0 the Diſciples, who notwithſtanding could nor 
re him : So we mult firſt try humane means, be- 
ore we recur to God for a Miracle. The Diſ- 
ples were not permitted to cure this Man, Per- 
zps, to keep them in Humility : Ir 2 good for me 


bat thou haſt humbled me (faith David) that T may , FANG 


arn thy Tudgments, 
Yf the Lunatick and Poſſeſſed: Part 2. 


TOnſfider 1. Chriſt being deſired to cure this 
Man; whom the Diſciples could nor, he firſt 


prehended their incredulity : O faithlefs Genera- Mar.s.1g, 
jon, how long fpall I ſuffer you ? Whence you may ſee *<- 


ow hateful to God 1s hardneſs of belief : And when 
be poſſeſſed man was brought before him, 7mme- 
ately the Spirit troubled him , and peing throws 

#0 
4 
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wpox the ground, be tumbled foaming. How bold i * 
the wicked Spirit, even in the preſence of Chriſt)! 
that you may not wonder, if perchance he temptſſÞ"! 
you in time of Maſs, or Communion. Wh 
Conſider 2. The Power of Chriſt, caſting theſſuac 
Devil out by command, who notwithſtandingÞim 
had poſſeſſed this young man from his Infancy 
Deaf and Dumb Spirit, 1 command thee, go out off 
bim, and enter not any more into him: Lord, ſpeatÞ"ne 
with the ſame efficacy to my Soul. Obſerve with d 
al, how the Devil crying out, and greatly tearinitt 
him, went out of him. While he had him, he tor" cc 
him not, but when he was forced out ; for he! t 
is ever moſt ſpiteful to us-then , when we leayg{hat 
him. | Day 
Conſider 3. This Diſeaſe was hard to be remedi2t 
ed, becauſe inveterate, and grown up with hin, 
from his Infancy : So it is hard to rid your ſelf offftat 
| Vices, that you have been long accuſtomed untoſſpow 
Fccli.ro.11* gecording to that, Long ſickneſs grieveth the Phy Ci 
ian, Beſides, This kind goeth not out but by Pragjimult 
er, and Faſting ;, that you might learn with whaſſi'g | 


Weapons you are to fight againſt the Devils. (ain 
WO! 

Eat, O 1 
wo Of Holy Communion. _ 
drink, yea : - ay 
drink abun-. Confider Chriſt as your Souls Friend, Ik 
beloved. . Garr 
Onſider 1. What is read to day in the Goſpe|what 
Eaar. g. 2. Friend, how cameſt thou in hither, not having (frien 


Wedding Garment ? Chriſt moſt mercifully invitetJ/ c9# 
all tro his friendſhip, and deſires, as much as 1yet 

in him, to have it with all men; and endeayourd] Of 
to bring Fa«daz back into his favour; even whilſ 
he was practiſing Treaſon againſt him, ſaying 


Mar:.16.5o, £7 ind, WHer ef ore art thou come ? Ponder the greal 


e 
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1-eſs of this honour he does us. We are not fir Ser- 5. Greg. 
pefſperts (faith S. Gregory ) and we are fliled Friends. 
hat an honour is this for miſerable wretches , 
heiade of clay and dirt, to become friends to the 
mW; mighty God ? 
4 Conſider 2. This Friend of yours will come to 
oy in the Euchariſt, to znſtruCt you with his Di- 
{Fine Wiſdom, to enrich you with his Treaſures, 
Mo defend you with his Power, and to inflame you 
vith his Love z for among friends all things are 
AF" common: O what a happy hour 1s this? Itisfaid 
&f the friendſhip between David, and Forathan, 1 Reg. 18.1. 
that the Soul of Jonathan was kmit faſt to the Soul of 
David. But Chriſt proceeded much farther, who 
{that he might have the ſtraighter Union with 
ofjou, would make himſelf your meat and drink ; 
Fibat entring, in this manner, into your very _ 
\ſowels, be right be joynedin fleſh, and blood with you. I VER-4. 
| Conſider 3. Your preparation for his coming 
nut be a return of love: This it 1s, that this lov- 
fling Friend requireth of every one ; whence he or- 
lained this Heavenly - Banquet for only ſuch as 
would return love for love: EatO ( my) friends, 
ind drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved. Andto 
day, in the Goſpel, he condemned to perpetual 
darkneſs, the man that: came without the Nuptial 
Garment of Charity. Love therefore, and do 
whatſoever he ſhall inſpire youz for you are my Jo. 15. 14. 
friends ( faith he himſelf) 5f you do thethings that | 


EI command You, 


Of the Woman cured of the Bloody Flux, Mt? 
| & Luc, 8, 
Onſider 1. While Chriſt was going to raiſe one 
from death, Behold, a woman which was troubled REY 
eh ar ified ragte yours, ul On 
ver 


Matt, ſup, 


of jrhem, 


Munday XIS. Wee] 


her ſubſtance upon Phyfitians, neither could ſhe be cure If 
of any, ſhe came behind him, and touched the hem «f 
his Garment, &c. Obſerve 1. The admirable Hu 
mility and Reverence of this Woman, not pre 
ſuming to_come, but behind him. 2. Her conkJy #: 
dence, ſaying within her ſelf, If T ſhall touch only hi 11; 
Garment, I ſhall be whole. They truly ſuffer a ſpi,; 
ritual Iſſue of Blood, that imploy their labours and, 7 
actions in vain and periſhable things; they ſpendſſi-c 
their ſubſtance in vain upon Phyſitians, that is, their kj 
deceitful allurements of this life, trom which the rdat 
w1ll never receive any folid profit, or comfort. | he: 
Conſider 2. The Woman touching Chriſt re 
ceived perfect health, in reward of her Faith 
How much more might they juſtly hope for, who 
do not only touch the Hem of his Garment, but C- 
receive within themſelves, in the Euchariſt, hisith 1 
whole Sacred, and All-healing Body, if they would 
but come worthily to it, and like to this Woman? 
Obſerve moreover, how this touch, though moſt{ira 
ſecret, and inſenſible, did not ſc2pe Chriſts know-fhhre | 
ledge; that you might learn, that no aCtions off 
yours, though never ſo ſecret, can be kept hidden 
from God, whoſe eyes are open upon all the ways 0 


the children of Adam. 


-. Conſider 3, The multitudes did throng and prelsh7ob 
upon Chriſt, and yet he asketh, Who is it that touchy thi 
ed me ? for the others touched him only Corporai-ſlfe of 
ty, but this Womanalſo Spiritually ; and therefore Co, 
received cure : So many there are that touch Chrill Ber, 
in their actions, eſpecially in the Euchariſt, butRer | 
they do it. without Spirit z Of ſuch the Pro-Worh 
phet ſaith, This people draw nigh to me with. theifuuld 
Mouth, and with their Lips they bonour me, but thei hat t 
Heart # far from me, S668 whether you be not otflhal | 


Ol 
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; f raiſing the Ruler of the Synagogues Mate. 9 
Daughter. Tony 


Onſider 1. Behold there came a man, &c. and 
1K. be was a Ruler of the Synagogue, and he fell at 
The fect of FESUS, &c. Obferve how Calamities 
"So humble even Princes, and force them to have 
#SF:courſe to God : Therefore David faid, Tt z5 vr. 118. 74s 
wa for me that thou haſt humbled me : And T amin Pl. 31. 4. 
kfreſs, while thine arrows ſtick faſt in me.He beggeth 
Jr his only Daughter, that lay a dying : Your on- 
7daughter 1s your Soul; See whether, perhaps, 
t be not. at the laſt caſp, and upon the very point 
JW deadly fin, by her over-great careleſneſs in ve- 
il ſins, and beſeech our Lord to lay his hand upon 
kr, and cure her. 

Conſider 2. Chriſts goodneſs, in going preſently 
With the Ruler to his Houſe, though he could have 
red her at a diſtance. Beſides, he endeavoureth, 
What he can conveniently to conceal fo: fingular 2 
Fliracle, to give us example of Humility, and there- 
Wore he took with him in company only three Diſ- 
Wiles, and withal, put the Minſtrels and multi- 
«de out of doors. Learn to ſequeſter your ſelf 
from the rabble and noiſe of worldly Thoughts, it 

jou defire to live to Chriſt: Wherefore it is {aid 

1Job, The Sea ſpeaketh, Wiſdom 1s not mme: And Jac aa 
5 the Sea (as. Gregory faith ) is underſtood the 5. Greg, 

te of Worldlings. _ 
oak der 3. Chriſt holding the Maids hand,raiſed 
xr, ſaying, aid arife. Thus he raiſeth up the lin- Luc. 8, 54. 

er, holding his hand, and directing him to good 

/orks : Then he preſently bade, that ſomething 1yig. v. 55. 
wmld be given her to eats Whence you may learn, 

at thoſs who riſe out of -ſin,muſt have the Spiri- 


ial Food of the Sacraments: given them , _ 
they 


Luc. $. 41. 
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Luc.7, il, 
&c, 


Nreron Ep, 
ad Nepot, 


Deut.,32.11, 


Eccli.38.23- Be mindful of my judgment, for thine alſo muſt be 


Proy, I » 26, 


Wedneſday. =XIX. Wiſh 


they may not fall again, 'See therefore that-yiſhe 
take this Food often, and 1n due manner, that j@ay: 
may live for ever. ay 


Of raiſing the Widows Son in Naim, 


Part 1, ot 


 Onfider 1. JESUS went into a City that 15 cal 

Naim, &c. And behold a man dead was can 

ed forth, the only Son of his Mother, &c. Obſen 

how this-was a young man, in the flower of | 
youth; whence you may learn, that no Age is 

cure from Death : Imagine him to ſay unto yo 


to me yeſterday, and to thee to day: And think wh 
wekeref become of you, if you ſhould die this ve 
day : Reflect alſo, that young men come ſooner 
die ſpiritually to God, than others more antien 
for that, as S. Hicrom ſaith, Youth undergoeth mal, (;1 
confiitts of the Body. vr 
Conſider 2. Our Lord met the Corſe, not | 
chance, but of ſet purpoſe, and offered, of his on 
accord, without any entrezty, to raiſe the de 
man z As the Eagle provoking her young ones to | 
O how often hath he freely oftered you his afliſtanF, 
towards the ſupplying you with all manner of pj 
fetion,ſuitable to your ſtate of life, and you wou 
not? Take heed, leſt wilfully reſiſting and cfjer + 
temning the mercy he offereth you, it be ſaid Yof 

you, 1 alſo will lazgh in your deſtruttion. Wins 
Conſider 3. Chriſt moved with commiſeratiJi,orq 
towards the Widow, ſaid to ber, Weep mor, i 
that you ſhall ſoon be comforted. In the ſat nagn 
manner, ſee you weep not, or be over-concerifin th 
or grieved for temporal lofles, which will {gh 
have an end; but reſerve your tears rather give 
{l 4 
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Tthe Everlaſting Damages, that proceed' from your 
@own, and others fins; for of ſuch it is ſaid, Bleſſed marr, 5, 5. 
are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted, - 


Of raiſing the Widows Son in Naim. Part 2. 5467.4. 


Onſider 1. How Chriſt came near, and touched 
the Bier ;, and they that carricd it, ſtood ſtill, 
Wand he ſaid, Young man, 1 ſay to thee, Ariſe. He 
E ſpeaketh imperiouſlly, to ſhew that he is Lord of 
Wall, That: hath power of life, and throws down to the SAP. 16. 13s 

Gates of Death, and fetcherh to life again. The death 
Yof the Soul is fin, and Hell its Grave ; for the rich Lue. 16.22, 
man died, and was buried itn Hell, The Bler where- 
onthe ſinner 1s carried to Hell, 1s his Body; the 
YBcarers, are Vicious Habits: And as the Bier is of- 
ten ſet out with Silk, and Cloth of Gold, though 
the Corps within is full of ordure; ſo the Body of 
a inner glittering in Golden Array, covereth a 
Soul abominable to God. But Chriſt cometh, and 
Ftoucheth the Coffin, that 1s, ſtriketh the body with 
Elome grievous ſicknefs, and by that means bringeth 
the ſinner to life again. 
Conſider 2. Andhe that was dead, ſate up, and be- 
Yea: to ſpeak, and he delwvered him to his Mother. What 
joy was this to this Widow-Mother ? What an a- 
gitoniſhment to the reſt of the company? So a ſin- 
ter reviving in Spirit to God, beginneth toſpeak 
of ſuch things as appertain to God, confeſſing his 
nd asking pardon, and extolling ſo mercitul a 
WLOrd. 
Conſider 3. And fear came upon them all, and th 
nagnified God : From ſo great a Miracle,therearoſe 
in the ſtanders by, a fear of offending a Lord of 
yiuch power, towit, a Lord that killeth and maketh *.Reg. 2. cz 
J «live, bringeth dawnto Hell, and fereheth a, 
| Think 


Prov. 8.13. fear; for the fear of the Lord drives away evil : And 
5; aps 7 hey that fear the Lord. will ſeeRto do the things tha 


Jo.n2,1, &c 


Jac. 1. 35, time, followeth the death of the Soul. 


2 Cor.12,9 Iy, This Infirmity, or Sickneſs is not to death, but fir 


| Greg. 36. 
Moxal 5, 


418 


_ and torender the Miracle more llluſtrious. 


” >; tory may be the- greater. 


Friday. XISX. Weelf; 
Think how neceſſary it is for you to have this hol; 


are well pleaſing to him, © 


Of raiſing Lazarus, Part 1. 


Onſider 1. There was a certain ſick, man, Lat 
C rus of Bethany, &c. Lazarus his death pro- 
ceeded froma languiſhing diſeaſe : So likewiſe from 
faintneſs, and decay in Spirit, if it be not cured in| 
Luft & 
Concupiſcence bringeth forth Sin, Sin ingendreth Death: 
The Infirmity of our Nature is the Incentive of Sin, 
but this hurteth none, but thoſe that yield of them-ſ| 
ſelves; for to them that reſiit, and fight manful. 


the glory of God, for Power (or Virtue) # perfeth, 
in weakneſs. 

Conſider 2. Lazarus being ſick, Hes Siſters ſenton, 
ro Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, behold he whom thou loveſt,s 


fick. They do not preſcribe what heisto do; toaf| C 


loving friend it is enough to intimate ones neceſſity: 
Such ought to be our Prayers, eſpecially in mat-ſſſ{cr 
ter of health, or other temporal Bleſſings; for 
we know not whether or no, what we ask be expe 
dent for our Souls Salvation. Beſides, Chriſt went, 
not preſently, but deferred going far two whole 
days, both to exerciſe their Faith and Patience, 
So he 
often dealeth with you: The labour of the Combat 
(faith S. Gregory) 4s prolonged, that the Crown 


. Conſider 3. Some diflwaded Chriſt from return 
ing intoFewry,to cure Lazarws,for that the Jews hal 
ſoughtfor him, to tone him ;- $. Thomas anſwered, iſ 


Ml after Pentecoſt, Sa turday. A19 

Il Let #5 alſo go,that we may die with him, Such ought 

to be the courage of an Apoſtolical Man, contemn- 

ing what dangers ſoever, even death it ſelf, for the 

o00d of Souls, and glory of God: And ſuch fervent 

Ats ought you often to make, that when Perſecu- 

tion ſhall ariſe againſt you, you may be able to ſtand _ 

in the day of Battel,, and n9t make your life more precious A ng 42 


Mthan your ſelf: 


Of raiſing Lazarus, Part, 2, Jo. t1.33, 
- 


Onſider.1. Chriſt when he was come to Laza- 
715 his Grave, {ceing others weeping, he groan- 

din Spirit, and was troubled, &c. and wept : Which 

he did, both out of Charity, to weep with them that roms. 19; 

ip : and withal to ſhew, that we have a High- Heb-4- 15+ 

þPricf that can have compaſſion on our infirmities : Then 

he bad them rake away the Stone ;, and Hifting his Eyes 

mward; he prayed to his Father ;, to teach us that 

weare to takeaway all Impediments of our Salvati- 

ton, and to implore the Divine Aſſiſtance in all oc- 

SFcatons, but chiefly in the converſion of a ſinner. 

fl Conſider 2. The Stone being taken away, He | 

Yirjed with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth, Pon- | 

Flier the power and efficacy of his Word, which | 

rleven the dead obey : For forthwith he came forth 

that had been dead, bound Feet and Hands with Wind- 

\ſino-Cloths, and his face was tyed with a Napkin. This 

efiman that lay four days dead in his Grave, is a per- 

Mect Figure of an inveterate Sinner, bound and fet- 

tered with il] habits as ſo many Winaing-bands, mut- 

| 


fled with the Napkiz of Blindneſs, preliſed and kept 
Fdown by cuſtom, as under a ponderous Grave ; and 
finally, faſt ſhut vp, and incloſed, throngh hard- 
Wieſs of heart, as with a Grave-Stone ; ſuch are al- 
| noſt incorrigible: Therefore Chriſt cryed here with 
$464 voice; and doth daily call to ſuch;and yet is not = 
, - | — 5 heard: - 


420 


Aup.<c. 49, 
in | 


Stand and 
conſider the 
marvels of 
God, 

Job. 37s 14. 


Jo. 4. 48, 


Iſ. 9.6. 


Pſ,110,4, 5, 


Sunday. XX. Week ; 


heard. Take heed of ſuch habits, and cuſtoms off a 
fin ; for ( as S. Auguſtine ſaith ) He hardly riſth| w 
that %s born down by evil cuſtom. ic 

Conſider 3. The Phariſees having heard of thi} d 
Miracle, Gathered a Council, and deviſed to kill FE B 
SUS : Whence you may learn, that there is no. r1 
thing ſo holy, no action ſo good, that is not ſub r) 
zect to envy, and harſh cenſures of diſaffected per-ſſ 


{ons. al 
th 

Of Holy Communion. 
ce 
Conſider C hriſt as the Worker of Miracles, Þ| Li 
Al 


Onſider 1. What is read today in the Goſpel; pl 
Unleſs you ſee ſions, aud wonders, you will nt 
believe : Chriſt did many Signs and Wonders, tf O. 

confirm our Faith; ſo that by the Prophet heis 
called by the Name of Aarvellozs: Yet he never aj- 
peared more wondertu], that in the Euchariit; O 
which that he might the more commend unto us 
he would make it an abridgment of all his Miracles, ( 
according to that, He hath made a memory of buf - 
marvellous works, a merciful, and pitiful Lord, ke ſu 
bath grven meat to them that fear him. C0! 
Conſider 2. In particular, ſome of the Miracle in 
contained in this Myſtery. 1. As to the ſubſtance th: 
of Bread, which is wholly deſtroyed at the Prieſis 
Words, even the materia prima alfo, and in place 
thereof ſucceedeth the glorious Body of Chriſt, tht 
very ſame that is adored in Heaven by the Angels 
ſo that there never was any ſo miraculous a 1ray/ 
mmtation. 2, Asto the Accidents, which being ſepa 
rated from their Subſtances, are conſerved without 
any Subjett of Tnhefion, as the Rays of the Sun i 
vered from it; and yet they are never the Mn 
| acl 
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active, and do nouriſh, no otherwiſe, than if they 

were Inherent to their own Subſtances ; and tran- 

ſcending all the power of Nature, they truly pro- 

duce Sanctitying Grace in the Soul. 3. As to the 

Body of Chriſt, which is here in manner of a Spi- 

rit, whole in the whole Hoſt, and whole in eve- 

ry part thereof; it is the ſelf-ſame in ſeveral pla- 

ces together, Indivilible, Impaſlible, Indeficient, 

and equally ſufficient to one, and to many : Truly 

there was not ſuch a Work, done in any Kingdom, ho. 10, 
Conſider 3. The neceſſary preparation for re- 

ceiving this Miraculous Food, is the fear of our 

Lord ; for he hath given meat to them that fear him : 17-34 

And he that feareth God, neglefteth nothing that is 

pleaſing to him : Do you therefore the like. 


Of ſome Hiſtorical Narrations, and Parables 
Of Chriſt. 


Of the Rich Glutton,and of Lazarus. Part x, 557 


Onſider 1. There was a certain rich man, and he 

was clothed with Purple, and Silk, and he fared 
ſumptuouſly every day, Obſerve the Vices which 
commonly follow Riches, Pride in Apparel, Rtot 
in Feaſting,. contempt of the Poor, and the like, 
that you may keep your ſelf from the defire of 

them : For they that will be made rich, fall to ten- 1 Tim, 6, py; 

tation, and the ſnare of the Devil. | 

Conſider 2. Therich man djed, and was buried in 

Hell: How fad an Obit to ſo pleaſant a life ? bur 


4 fuch, for the molt part, is the end of riches, and 


pleaſures : They lead their lives in Wealth, and in a Jn. 4; 
moment they go down to Hell, Ponder here his tor- 
ments z for Purple, and Silk, he is inveſted with 


Flames z. for Delicious Fare, he is tormented with 


Ee 2  Intollerable 
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Intolerable Thirſt ; for his contempt of the Poor, 
he 1s now contemned by him ; and he that denyed 
the Crumbs of his Table, cannot obtain, one drop 
of Water. Thus the puniſhments are proportion- 
'ed tothe offences: The Mighty ({aith the Wiſe-man) 


ſhall mightily ſuffer Torments. 


Contider 3. The juſt Judgment of God : The 
rich man is not heard in his Torments, who neg- 
lefted to do Mercy in his Jollities: Therefore when 


| he begged, it was anſwered him, Remember that 


3 Tim.3,12- 


AR. 14, 21, 


Luc. 16, 20, 
&c, 


Greg. Hor. 
40, 


Prov. 16, 7, 


thou didſt receive good. things in thy life time: As if þ 


it were not lawful to recezve good things here, and 
there too; and ſoit 1s; For all that will live godly 
in CHRIST FESUS, fhall ſuffer Perſecution. Seek 
not therefore toenjoy proſperity in this Liſe, leſt 
you. come to miſs of it in the next: For by 
many Tribulations we muſt enter into the Kingdom 
of God. s 


Of the Rich Glutton,and of Lazaras. Part 2, 


"Onſider 1. There was a certain Begger, called 
Lazarus : Chriſt vouchſafed to call the Beg- 
gar by his Name, and make him known to Poſte- 
rity, but not the rich Man; for ( as S. Gregory 
faith) Our Lord acknowledgeth and approveth the 
humble, but the proud he knoweth not ; that you may 
Jearn to elteem Virtue, more than worldly Riches, 
and ſplendour: The memory of the Juſt ( ſaith 
the wiſe Man) ſhall be blefjed, and the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot. 

Conlider 2. This Saints Patience, whereby he 
arrived to ſuch a degree of Sanctity. . He was 1. 
Full of ſores, patiently enduring the Pain proceed- 
ing from them. 2. Extreme poor, deſiring tobe 


Filled with the Crums that fell from the rich mans T able. 


3. Contemned 


—_— — Y*. 7 TS ca ew WW a 05 CD 


afjer Pentecoſt, Wedneſday 423 
3, Contemned by all, And no Man did give him. 


4. So miſerable, that he was fain to permit the 


Dogs to lick his Sores ; - and perhaps, by reaſon 
of his weakneſs, he was not able to keep them ot: 
Who is there now a-days that would prefer ſuch an 
one before a rich Man? and yet this did Chriſt our 
Lord. 

Conſider 3. The happy death of Lazarms, who 
was immediately carried by the Angels into Abrahams 


| Boſom. Thus, ſhort are the tribulations of the Julk, 


bur their glory is everlaſting : What joys, riches, 
and honours, did ſores, poverty and contempt, 


bring to this Beggar? O let my Soul dic the death of —_— 3. 


the Righteous, and let my laſt end be like his. Ponder 
how unequal were the lots of the rich Man, and of 
holy Lazarzs, after their death ; much more, cer- 
tainly, than they were intheir life time: He was 
happy for a moment, but everlaſtingly miſerable ; 
this Miſerable indeed for a while, but afterward 

moſt happy tor all Eternity. 


Of the Prodigal Son. Part 1. Luc, 15.tts 


Onſider 1. A certain max had two Sons, and the 
gee ſaid to his Father ;, give me the. Portion 
of Subſtance that falleth to me : God hath two Sons, 
the Juſt and the Sinner; the Juſt is Elder, becauſe 
God made Man right inthe beginning and he always Fccle7.30. 
abideth in Gods Houſe ; the Sinner eſtrangeth him- 
ſelf from him, and abuſeth the Gifts which he af- 
tordeth him, both of Nature, and Grace, living 
710touſly, that is, perverſly ; they go into a for- 
reign Country, whoſoever leave God, who is the 
way: Therefore, ſays David , Salvation 1s far Fin8.155. 
from ſinners. | 
Conſider 2, The Miſeries this young man fell 
- Ee 3 | inta 
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into, when he was from his Father. 1. He began 
zobe mneed: SO a Sinner that eſtrangeth himfelf 
from the Sacraments, from Exhortations, and from 
the company and example of the good, beginneth 
to be in want of Spiritual Suſtenance. 2. He cleaved 
#o one of the Citizens, as a ſervant; for, whoſoe- 
ver doin, give themſeves over as Slaves to the De- 


vil; and he employcth them in feeding Swine, while 


he makes them (like to that ſort of Beaſt ) {will 
themſelves with ſenſual pleaſures. 3. Neither 
could he ſo fill his Belly, becauſe even all worldly 
delights cannot ſatiate the Souls appetite. 
Conlider 3. Returnine ro himſelf, he ſaid, &c. 
Being preſled with Famine, he cometh to himſelf ; 
IC, 28. 19.1 becauſe YVexation alone ſhall give Underſtanding to the 
ſinner, and make him think how fooliſhly he hath 
left eternal things, for ſuch as quickly paſs away: 


How many of my Fathers Hirelings have Bread enough, 


and T here pcriſh for want ? Hence he is moved to 
repentance ; / will ariſe, and go to my Father, Q 
how often have you followed this Prodigal © hild, 
going aſtray ? follow him therefore a}{o in return- 
ng by Repentance. 


T.ve, 15,209 Of the Prodigal tin Part 2, 
$lo 

'Onſl der 1. The Fathers Bowels of Mercy,who 

when his Son was yet afar off, he ſaw him, and 

-was moved with mercy : So Almighty God, with the 

Eyes of his Mercy,. doth look upon a ſi inner, be- 

ing yet a far off from him by fin: He invites him 

Jer. 3. 14+* £0 him by his Exciting Grace ; ſaying, Return, &c, 

' "and I will tche you, And as ſoon as he returneth, 

he meets him, he falls about his neck, he imbraces 

him, he adorns him with the firſt Stole or Robe of 

Righteouſneſs; he ra Ring upon his Hand, Se 

Lne 


ifter Pentecoſt. Friday. 

the exerciſe of good Works, and Shoes upon his feet, 

to keep him from the dirt of worldly Pleaſures. 

0 God ! is it poſlible you ſhould bear ſuch love ta 
2 Man made of Clay, and that hath deſerved a 
thouſand times the torments of Hell ? 

Confider 2. The Elder Brother hearing of his 
Fathers Joy and Feaſting, murmured for envy. 
Ponder how eaſe it 1s, even among virtuous per- 
ſons,to be toucked with ſome little envy,or grudge, 
at anothers commendation, or preterment ; that 
you may ſo much the more carefully keep your ſelt 
from the like Infection : -you ought rather to wiſh, 
with ſes, that all might praiſe, and honour 


God. O that all the people might propheſie, and that _ il, 


our Lord would give them his Spirit ! 

Conſider 3. The Fathers nuld anſwer, endea- 
youring to bring him from his Errour ; Sox, thou 
art always with me, and all that 1s mine 1s thine : O 
what a happineſs it is to the Juſt, to have God al- 
ways with them! How rich mult they be, that 
have all things common with God ! Learn to re- 
joyce when your Brother is brought back again to 
Chriſt, and endeavour, what you cas to bring 
many Souls to him. 


Of him that was wounded by the Thiewes Loc. $46 Jos 


Part nx. 


A Certain Mau went down from FHlieruſalem to Fe- 
richo, and fell among Thieves, &c. Conſider 

. In this Pacabl. the Fall of Mankind in Adam 
diag, in his firſt Creation, was ordained to take 
the courſe of his life from Jericho, that 1s, from 
this*Sublunary World (for Fericho fignifieth the 
Moon) to the Heavenly Feruſalem; but he turning 
his affefions (which are the feet of the Soul) from 
EE 4 Hieruſalen 
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S. Tho. 1,2, 
G.$y.4.3, 


Jer. 17, I4, 


ÞuC, 10, 


Saturday. XX. Week 
Hieruſalem to Fericho, tell among Thieves, towit, 
the Devils, who robbed him of Original Juſtice, ly t 
and wounding him, left him half dead, fall 
Conſider 2. The many Wounds which our Na- cont 
ture received by that fir{t fin; they are commonly Fo, 
by Divines accounted to be four in number : The thin 
firſt is Jonorance, whereby the Underſtandang 1 1s Mis b 
madedeſtitute of that order which it hath to Truth, Flife 
The ſecond is Malice, whereby the Will is difor- ing , 
dered in the purſuance of Good. Thethird is 1n- He / 
firmity, whereby the Iraſcible Power is weakned,  C 
in order to what is difficult. The fourth is Concu- ers 
piſcence, whereby the concupiſcible Power 1s left in Fhurt 
diſorder, as to moderate delight : See how. you flthen 
are maimed 1n all theſe, and have recourſe to the then 
Pious Samaritan for Remedy ; ſaying with thePro- Bo 1: 
phet, Heal me, O Lord, and I ſhall be healed ; ſave Fthat 
zme, and T ſhall be ſaved. thou 
Conſider 3. Neither the Prieſts, nor Levites of Band 
the Antient Law, could afford any remedy to man For | 
thus wounded. The Samaritan alone, Chriſt our You 
Lord, in form of a ſinner, coming near bim by his of ſe 
Incar nation, bound his Wound ;, and out of the pre- £ C 
cious Veſlels of the Sacraments, powred in Oyl, and who 
Vie: And when he went to Heaven, he recom- ſi 
mended him to the care of Prelates, promiſing 
them reward for the care and diligence they ſhould 
uſe towards him: What, will you return to this 
Samaritan, for this ſo great love and mercy towards 
you ? 


Of him that was wounded by the Thieves, 
Part 2. 


Qnder r, In this Parable your own, and eve- 
> Ty ſinners fall; They who go down from 
| Hieruſalen 


Bufter Pentecoſf., Saturday. 


Hieruſalem, and turn their affections from heaven- 
ly things, to thoſe of this world, do certainly 
fall into the hands of Thieves. But not on the 
contrary. Ponder how this world is like to Fcri- 
cho, that is, the Moon, for its Inconſtancy; and 
think how dangerous it 1s to travel ina way that 
is beſet with T hteves: Such 1s your journey in this 
Flife : Becauſe your Adverſary, the Devil, as a roar- 
ing Lyon, goeth about, ſeeking whom he may devour : 
He lyeth in wait, in ſecret, as a Lyon in his Den. 

Confider 2. How the Devil treateth ſuch Paſſen- 
rers as deliver themſelves up to him ; for he can 
hurt none, but ſuch as will themſelves; he robbeth 
them of all the Ornaments of Grace ; he ſtriketh 
them with deſperate wounds of Vicious Habits, and 
ſo leaveth them half dead ; he is truly half dead, 
that hath but one half of himſelf a alive, who 
though he be well in Body, yet is dead in Spirit, 
and to God : See whether you be ſuch; be ſorry 
for having been ſo at any time, and have a care 
you do not any more put your ſelf into the hands 
of ſo cruel a Tyrant. 

Conſider 3. The great Mercy of our Saviour, 
who approacheth near the ſinner, by his holy 1n- 
ſpirations, and chiefly by the Euchariſt, to bind 
his wounds, and cure the infirmities of his Soul: 
Our Lord ſhall bind up the wound of his people, and 
ſhall heal the ſtroke of their wound, ſaith the Pro- 
phet. Who would not confide in ſuch a Phyſitt- 
an? He poureth Wine, and Oyl into the wounds, 
to teach us how to cure our Neighbour when he 
inneth z to wit, by tempering Severity with Mild- 
teſs: So that in our correction zhere be both love 
mhout remifſneſs, and vigor without ſharpneſs, 


Ot 


1 Pet. 5.8. 
Pl. 9. 
Webs 10.9, 


Iſa, : 3,26, 
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Forgive us 


our Debts, | Of Holy Communion. 


25 we allo 
forgive our 


Deron... Conſider Chriſt as a patient Creditor. 


Matt, 18.24, | 

=F Onſider 1. And imagine your ſelf to be thaff®” 

Servant of whom is mention in this days Ge 

ſpel, that owed his Lorden thouſand Talents : Fo 

_ thedebt of puniſhment which the Sinner oweth to 

God for every Mortal fin, is in a manner infinite 

neither is he able to make-any ſatisfaction, al 

though he were to be ſold, andall that he hath 

condemned to perpetual Slavery: What then would 

become of you, it our Lord ſhould call you to ac-f: 

count, this very day ? You are charged with af}. 

great Debt, and you are not able to pay. 

Conſider 2. The depth of Gods goodneſs, who 

is ready to forgive more than Man can poſſibly owe 

epeſ. 2.4. Whence heis called ; Rich in Mercy; Apatient Rf 

peees  #* warder; Pitiful, and Mersiful ; And ready to be ora 
Joel. 2.13, Cious: And by the Prophet he even provokes us, 

31. 18, Come, and accuſe me, ſaith our Lord ; though youſ oy 

fins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be made white as Snow, &F} 

He will come therefore unto you, this day, in the 

Euchariſt, which he would have to be as a Sanctuzfþ, 

Ty, or Refuge, toall his Debtors that are not ablg, 

if.9. 10, topay: Therefore David, Our Lord is made a Re 

fuge for the Poor. O how are you to wiſh for th: | 

coming of ſo good a Creditor ? 
Conlider 3. Out of this Parable, what preparz 

tion isrequired. 1. Heis to beentreated by fre 
quentand earneſt Prayer : forgave thee all thy dchty, 

becauſe thou beſoughteſt me. 2. With profound Hu 20 

mility ; for the ſervant falling down, beſought him 

3. You are firmly to purpoſe amendment in Lite Td | 

and Manners: Have patience with me, and 1 wil 420d 

p4 
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1thee all. 4. You muſt forgive your Brother, if 
mu have any thing againſt him : Ozghteſt not thou 
6 ro have mercy upon thy fellow-ſervant, even as T 


at Wen. 


) 


Onſfider 1. The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a 
man, that 1s an Houſholder, &c. This Houſ- 
"older is God himſelf, who although he is Lord of 
Snmoſt ample Kingdom in Heaven, and in Earth, 
Tt he doth ſo provide for cach one in every par- 
"Ficular, aud minute thing, as if he were Maſter on- 
TB of ſome little Family : His Vineyard is the 
hurch,the Vines are all theFaithful,the Workmen 
Þ:cthe Prelates, and others that dreſs, prune, and 
Tread the Vines even the Faithful themſelves, who 
re bound to cultivate their own Souls by good 
orks : What a bleſſed thing it1s to labour inſuch 
" Vineyard, under ſuch a Maſter, and about ſuch 
'Wrecious Vines ? 
'F Conſider 2. The ſollicitude of this Houſholder, 
Thich went out early inthe Morning to hire Workmen, 
Wc. From the very beginning of the World, from 
Þze to Age, God never left off to call Workmen : 
He calleth every man betimes, even from the very 
Wirſt uſe of Reaſon; and although moſt refuſe to 
ome, yet he omits not afterwards to call again, 
Fd 2gain, not giving them over at the laſt gaſp; 
Tome he allureth with hopes of reward ; That 
which ſhall be juſt, I will give you : Others he re- 
Tuketh for their ſloth 3 Why ſtand you here all the 
Ky idle ? See whether you have not hitherta 
cen 1dle. 


of 
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d pity upon thee ? Forgive , and you ſhall be for- Luc. 6.37. 


fthe Workmen in the Vineyard. Pare x, Matt. 20.44 
Co 
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Conſider 3. Part of this great Vineyard f* * 

all ſuch as God hath placed under your charge, : x of 

cording tothe State and calling you are in; þ 

chiefly your own Soul. See in what ſtate af *: 
condition its ; examine whether it be not like} 

that, whereof the wiſe man ſpeaketh in the 
Prov.24.3:, Words, Nettles had filled it wholly, and Thorns þ 
covered the face thereof, and the wall of ſtones ff 
deſtroyed. Think therefore that you are ſent inf 

a Vineyard, not into a Garden of Pleaſure; to I 

bour, not to ſport, or live at eaſe; and encoura 

your ſelf to undergo great pains and labour 
knowing that the reward will be anſwerable, a 

Prov.13.4. that the ſoul of the laborious ſhall be made fat. 


vz-30.5, Of the Workmen in the Vineyard. Parr. | 


Onſider. 1. When Evening was come, the Lordi 
the Vineyard ſaith to his Steward, Call the worlf* * 
men, and pay them their hire, beginning from t 


laſt, &c. This Steward is Chriſt our Lord, 1h fulf 
John 5.27. the Father hath given power to do Fudgment, &c.T 
Evening of our Life,is Death ; for all our whole lit 


Pſ. 89,4. 1s but as one day,& even a thouſand years before Gu 
eyes, are as yeſterday, that u paſt: Atter death, eve 

ry man receives his hire, or reward; wherein the c 

is not ſo much regard had to the time, as to the tc 

vour of working : Whence they that come 1n [al 

in their Converſion, ſhall receive as much as th 

firſt, becauſe they are wont, for the moſt part 

to labour with greater fervor,and humility, deer 

ing themſelves unworthy of any reward ; where 

on the contrary, others are uſed to preſume ff 
themſelves. See whether or no you do not the ſame 
Conſider 2. How the former murmiured, ſayin 

Theſe laſt have wrought but ce hour , and thou ha 

mai 
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le them equal to us that have born the burden. and 
Þ of the day; Not that there will be any mur- 
* ring in Heaven, but for that the reward of the 
t comers, that work fervently,. will be ſo great, 
;t if the ſtate could permit, it would breed envy 
+Ytbe firſt : It iscaſie to fall into the like emula- 
;$ and grudge, in this life. See whether your 
Fe be not ſometime anght, or malicious, becauſe 
jd, or your Superour 1s good to your Brother : 1 Cor. 13.4, 


.Spugh it may emulate vertue or the better Gifts, **: 
{Conſider 3. The Parables final clauſe : So rhe 
If ſhall be firſt, and the firſt laſt , for many be Tall 
but few choſen. They that came lait to work, 
me - firſt to be rewarded, for their fervour in 
rking 3 Becauſe God regardeth not how much 1s 
me ( as S. Gregory ſaith) but out of what aff eft1on. 
$rhaps you may reckon many years of your life 

ne in Gods ſervice, but few of fervour, rather 

e care that it may be ſaid of you, 1 ſhort ſpace ap, ,, i3. 
fulfilled much time, FD 


4 Of the Invitation to the Weding- Mar, 23, 
Supper. Part 1. OE. Luc, 14. 


 Onfider . 1. The Kingdom of Heaven us likened to Mara. 3, 
$ 4 mar, being a King, which made a Marriage 
& is Sov, This King is the Heavenly Farther, 
So made a Marriage betwen his only begotten 
'n, and Humane Nature, in the Bed-Chamber of 
k Virgins Womb: The Son eſpouſed to himſelf the 
arch, in Faith,and Charity, according to that, Z Oſce, 20; 
Leſponſe thee to me in Faith,and thou ſhalt know that [ 
mrhe Lord; who alſo eſpouſeth unto himſelf the 
uls of the faithfyl,aud that not of a few only, - ” 
ue 


ther joy in his Preferment;for Charity envyeth not, » Cor, 13. - 


Wedneſday. AXT. Wife! 


ſuch as are Noble, but generally of all, that ref 
not his Eſpouſals : Acknowledge therefore , ft 
Soul, your Dignity, and behave your felf wort] 
of ſuch a Spoule. 
Conſider 2. The King made a Solemn Weddir 
Feaſt for his Church ; which he ſet forth with ; 
Sacraments, as ſo many Royal Courſes, and iny 
eth all to it ; but moſt men excuſe themſelye 
ſome out of an ambitious delire of Rule and Cat 
Tuc. 14.13, mand; 1 have bought a Farm, and I muſh need; 
» i orth, and_ſee it : Others for their Imployment 
worldly affairs; 1 have bonght five yoke of Oxen, i 
T go toprovethem: Some again for carnal Pleaſureh 
1 have married aWife, and therefore I cannot con 
Watt, 22, 6, Others finally laid Hands upon his Servants, and ſy 
fully entreating them, murdered them, The 1a 
do they, who coutumeliouſly reject their Pia! 
Monitors, and ſtick not to wound, and pierce thei 
with the Sword of their Tongue. 
Conſider 3, The madneſs of Men, that leave thi 
Divine Banquet of the Heavenly King, for vile an 
tranſitory things ; eſpecially ſeeing that from th 
Nuptial Feaſt of the Militant Church on Eart| 
they are to paſs: to that of the Triumphant i 
Heaven, Take heed you let not your ſelf be iff 
tangled with the ſnares of the World, leſt y« 
come to be ſhut out for ever from the Heavens! 
Luc, 14.15, Banquet :  Bleſſeds he that ſhall eat bread in the King" 1 
dom of Gad. Aſpire therefore, with all your eqÞctuſ 


deavour, to his happineſs,  \refy 
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)f the Invitement to the Wedding, and war. 2. 
il Supper. Part 2. 900 


$Onſider 1. Go forth quickly into the Streets, and 1 .« x; 
t Lames of the City, and bring hither the Poor, and 
rWecble, and Blind, and Lame, &c. The Divine 
etlenency is nothing abated by Mans wretchedneſs, 
\&r ingratitude ; he provideth other Gueſts to come 
| their rooms; and inſtead of the rich, and vo- 
ſptuous men, that excuſe themlielves, he calleth 
ic poor, and feeble ; that is, ſuch as are free from 
Sorldly incumberances, and impediments: He 
&7en compelleth them to enter, forcing them, ina 
Manner, by affliftions and tribulations, as ſo many 
Wcourges, to make them come to his Supper, Ad- 
Wire the Riches of the Divine Goodneſs, and beg of 
im with the Church, that he would allo propitt- 
uſly force your rebellious will towards himſelf. 
f Contider 2. Andthe King went into ſeethe Gueſts, 1. c 
$4 he ſaw there a man that had not a Wedding Gar- 
$"c2t. This Wedding Garment is Charity, andthe 
Morace of God; wherewith whoſoever 1snot inveſt- 
&, muſt not preſume to fit at the Table of the Ho- 
#7 Sacrament. Conſider how God offereth this 
Foarment of Charity to every one, Who would have 
Iu! er to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of 
be Truth: And yet men out of wretchedneſs, often 
etuſe it : But do you earneſtly beg it of God, and 
"reſume not to come withoutit, eſpecially to rhe 
tucharilt. 
Conlider 3. The Kings indignation againft him 11; up, 
that had not on his Wedding Garment: Bind him 
and and Foot, and ca(t him into utter darkneſs, &C. 
he puniſhment of a {inner 1s manifold ; the firft 
dt perpetual impriſonment in Hell; the ſecond of 
| ; horrid 


1 Tim, 2,4, 


Mat, 25, 1, 
Kc, 


Friday. 
horrid darkneſs, as being deprived of the ſight 9 
God; the third of obſtinacy in malice, whence hi 
hands are tyed, ſo that he cannot work any riiore, 
and his feet ſhackled, that he cannot make eſcape, 
Beſeech our Lord to deliver you from all theſs 
evils, &c. 


Of the ten Virgins. Part x. 
Onſider 1. The K ingdom of Heaven z like totei 


Virgins, &c. In the Militant Church there are 


both good, and bad, wiſe, and fooliſh; both expett 


Bpheſ.5.14. 


the coming of Chriſt, the Spouſe, to celebtate his 
Nuptials with the Triumphant Church : They arc 
like tothe fooliſhVirgins, that have Lamps with 
out Oyl, who keep their Faith, but without Cha- 
rity, which gives it life : And what can be more 
fooliſh, than to expect a Judge that ſeeth all things, 
and not to prepare himſelf againſt his coming ! 
See whether you are not guilty of this folly. 
Conſider 2. The Bridegroom tarrying long , they 


ſumbred all, and ſlept. By this 1s ſignified the time 


of our life ; wherein, even the good do often ſlum- 
ber, through careleſneſs, and negligence, though 
not mortal: The wicked are in dead ſleep , by 
an abſolute forgetfulneſs of God : Take heed 
even of {lumbering, leſt thence you come to fall 
falt aſleep, or rather into a Lethargy : Hearken 
to the Apoltle, ronſing you up in thoſe words, 
_ thou that ſleepeſt, &C. and Chriſt will give thee 
light. 

> Conſider 2. And at midnight there was a clamout 


made, Behola the Bridegroom cometh, &c. Your Judge 


a The\. 5.2, 


come upon you on the ſudden, and when you leafl 


expect z that you may leatn to be always readyiÞ 


The day of ow Lord ſhall come ( faith the Apoſtic) 
h . Po 


XXT. Wee! : 


il: after Pentecoſt, « Saturday. 
4 «4 Thief .in the night. If your Temporal Litewere 
in danger, and. you ſtood in fear of Thieves, you 
would certainly keep your felf awake: And can 
you find in your heart to ſleep, Eternal Lite being 
in hazard? Wherefore often ring that Pealin your 
ears, Behold the Bridegroom cometh, leſt otherwiſe he 
find you at unawares: Watch ye therefore ( ſaith 
Chriſt ) becauſe you know 70t the day, nor the hour. 


Of the ten Virgins, | Part 2. 


Onſider 1. Then aroſe all thoſe Virgins, and they 
trimmed their Lamps, &c. At the news of 
ef} death, every one commonly beſtirreth himſelf, but 
they that have led ill lives, find not the Oyl of 
| charity in their Veſſels; neither willthere often be 
«| time then to go to the Prieſts, and to buy it with 


!] David ) and they ſhall ſuffer famine as dogs, for 
then they ſhall be denyed that Spiritual Food, 


; MAart. 25, 7» 
&&6, 


works of Penance : They will return at evening (faith Pal. 58.7, 


which they negleCted in their life time 3 Therefore Gal.s. ro. 


| while we have time, let us work good, | 
.| Conſider 2. They that were ready entred with him to 
| the Marriage. Ponder of what importance It is to 


ty: They entred, but with what joy, and congfa- 


tulating with one another ? Everlaſting Foy ſhall be If. 35 15; 


upon their head; they ſhall obtain joy, and glaaneſs; 
© ard ſorrow, and mourning, ſhall fiy away. Their 


) 

C 

| 

- 

7 be ready at that hour, whereon dependeth Eterni- 
| 

Lamp there ſhall ſhing a hundred fold, from the 


Rays of brightneſs that proceeds from the Bride- 


[grooms countenance, and ſhall ſend forth flames 
| of moſt ſincere charity without danger of being 
| fverextinguiſhed : Who would not wilh to enter 
$in their company ? o 


vr. Con- 
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M atr,21, 


Dire& me 


in thy truthg 


and tcach 


me. 
Pal, 24, $, 


Mat, 33.16, 


Thren, 2. 
14. 


John 14, 6, 


Kom, 3. 4. 


« Reg,9,6, 


Sunday. = XXII, We 
Conſider 3. Laſt of all came alſo tbe ather Virgin, 


ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to ws. They knocked with 


bare words, not with deeds ; therefore they were 
not let in? For, Not every one that ſaith to me, Lord, 
Lord, &c. but he that dath the will, of my Father, &c. 
he ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Knock 


thereſore with good works, and. that while you 


have time, that you may be let in ; Terrible are 
thoſe words, 1 know you not. Take heed therefore 
they may never be ſpoken to you. | 


Of the Holy Communion. 
Confider Chriſt as the Teacher of T ruth. 


FIOnhder 1. What is ſaid to day in the Goſpel: 
Maſter, we kpow that thou art a true ſpeaker, 
& teacheſt the way of God in Truth, Weall live un 


great darkneſs, in this life, and we want a ſure 


Leader, that may teach us the way of God in 
Truth; for the wiſe men of the world do all 
err : The Prophets have ſeen falſe, and fooliſh things: 
And the children of men are lyars in the ballances, or 
in their judgments 3 they deceive, and are decet- 
ved themſelves; nor can any man fafely rely up- 
on them: Chriſt alone, of himſelf, is infallibly 


true; and therefore he ſaith, / am the way, th 


Truth and the Life; And the Apoſtle, God # true, 
and every manalyar. 

Confider 2. What was ſaid to Saul, when he was 
out of the way : Bebold a Mar of God is in this Cr 
ty, a famous man, all that he ſpeaketh, cometh 
paſs without doubt ; now therefore let us go thither, if 
perhaps he may tell us of our way, for which we art 
cozie, Apply this to the Euchariſt, where the Man 
of God truly is, yea God himſelf is truly the mY 

| | Wn 
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who will tell you of your way, for whiclt you came | 

into the world : Come therefore with.a gteat.con- 

fidence, for whatſbever he ſpeaketh, doth certain- 

ly come to pals. | 
Gonſider 3. For a due preparation, you mult 

bring with you, as Saxl did, ſome gift, to preſent 

this Man of God withal: Lo we will go, what ſhall hid. 

we carry to the Man of God ? And being poor, he 

gave what he had, to wit, zbe fourth part of a 

ſheakde of ſilver : And you, although you be poor, 

yet you have a Soul ſtamped (like A Ne: of coyn) Pal. 4. 7 

with the Image of God himſelf; The light of thy 

countenance, O Lord, us ſigued upon us : Therefore, 

as It is ſaid to day in the Goſpel, give him this 

piece of coyn, whoſe Image, and Superſcription 

it beareth ; but let it be neat, and cleanſed from 

the filth of ſin, and conformable to the Image of his — 

Son, to whoſe likeneſs it was made, and then he TIN. 

will teach you all truth. | 


Of. the Talents. Part 1. Mar. 25: 


LUCe« 19, 
Onſider 1. A man going into a far Country, called Mat-25 (4: 
bis ſervants, and delivered them his goods; God, 
as the Univerſal Lord of all, diſtributes his goods 


| among men; fer whatſoever we have , either 1n 


body, or ſoul, within or without us, natural, or 
ſupernatural, all is Gods : O man ! What haſt thoy, « Cor. 4. 
that thou haſt not received ? But God diftributes-his 

Talents, or Gifts, whether Natural, or Superna- 

tural, more to. one, fewer to another, at his plea- | 
ſure ;. but he ſaith to all, Occupy, or negotiate, r4/l Euc- 19. 1: 
I come, that they may make their benefit of what 

they receive. Ses how much you have received for 


Jour ſhare, that. you may be the better able to . 
Alive UN. aEcOunt, 


F f 3 Con- 
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Mat. 25, 16,- 


S, Hierom, 
in c, 35, 


Mar, 


Mat, ſup.27, 


£ Cor,2. 9,” 


Mar. 25, 


Luc. I9e : 


Mart, 25.18, 
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"Conſider 2. The due uſe of theſe [Talents: He 
"that had received the five Talents, *occupied-mwith the 
"ſame,and gainedother five: Likewiſe alſo he that received 
.the two, gained other rwo : Equal was the induſtry of 

both, though in' unequal Talents, and thetSfore 
equal alſo was their reward, becauſe God( as St. Hj- 
*erom faith conſtdererh not the- greatneſs of the gain, 
-but our good will, and endeavour. Wherefore you 
alfo, although. you may think your ſelf to have 
.received few: Talents, in compariſon of others, 
notwithſtanding may be equal to them in reward, 
4f you be equal with them, to your proportion, in 
The improvement iof your ſtock. 

' Contider 3. The-powerful Motive of reward 
to' make us labour- hard : Becauſe thou haſt been 
'farrhful' over a few things, 1 will place thee over mas 
ay things; enter into the joy of thy Lord : But what 
Joy? 7 hat which eye hath not ſeen , nor ear hath 
heard, &c,. A joy without any limit, or meaſure, 
and never to have any end, or abarement : Be 
you therefore faithful -over that little which God 
hath beſtowed. upon you in Wir, Judgment, Sci- 
erice, Health, and the like; imploying all to his 
'glory, that you may deſerve to be placed over mna- 


ny oo” | 
of ie Talents. Part 2. 


"Onſi der 1. He'that had received the one (Talent) 
went his way, digged into the earth, and hid hy 
' Lords money + So, many ſeeing themſelves not. able 
to appear exteriourly in point of Science, Virtue, 
Cc. fo much as others, fall into deſpair, give 
themſelves over-to the world, and become 1lothful, 


Froy, 19,24, and careleſs, inthe ſervice of God: The ſlorhful 


biaeth his hand in his ſleeve, neither doth he put 1t to hs 


mouth: 


+ ——, We 


ny, ot \ ik Frog fred Wo, 
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mouth : But ſuch are called Fools. by the Divine 

Spirit z A'Fool foldeth his Hazds together, &c. ſay- RANC$. Fo 

ing, Better is an handful with reſt, than both Hands 

ful with labour. See whether perhaps yon do not 

the ſame. | IE | 
Conſider 2. The ſlothful Servants excuſe: Lord, 

IT know that thou art a hard Man, &c. He makesa 

lye to excuſe himſelf, for our Lord 1s not hard, but 

gentle, and good to all: The ſame do all flothful. . 

people, making excuſes in ſins ;, they fancy vain Pr. 14c; 4. 

fears, and dangers, ſaying, 4 Lion is in the way, a ©5926: 13: 

Lioneſs in the journeys : Such often ſay, 1 canner ; 

whereas there wants not Power. but Will. Have 

a ſpecial care of this ſlothful humour. 
Conſider 3. This Servantsdoom : Naughty, and 

ſlothful Servant, &Cc, take away the Talent from him, 

&c. And caſt ye the unprofitable Servant into utter 

darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping, and gnaſhing of Teeth, 

He is not damned (as S Auguſtine obſerveth ) Be- Aug.Ser.19, 

cauſe he loſt the Talent, but becauſe he kept it withour © 

making gain, Uſe therefore all your endeavour to 

imploy well the Talents which God hath beſtowed 

upon you ; you cannot want imployment, 1n what 

ſtate or condition ſoever you live, for your own 

Spiritual Adyantage, Gods Glory, and your Neigh- 

bours good. 


Of the Vineyard let out to Husbandmen. Mare, 21, 


227C 4D; 


Part ; Luc, 20. 


FTOnſider 1. There was a certain Houſhotder, who Matt 31.33. 
dt planted a Vineyard, and made a Hedge round 
about it, &c. God hath planted a Vineyard, his Uni- 
verſal Church, and hath beſtowed great care upon 
it. Firſt, he hath made a Hedge round about it, fenc- 
Ing it with excellent Laws, and affording it the Pro= 
gi Fi 1 tection 


440. 
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tection of Anpels, againſt the Incurſions of Wild 
Beaſts, the Devils. Secondly, He digged in it a 
Preſs,lnſtituting the Sacraments wherein is contain- 
ed the precious Blood of Chriſt, ſtrained out for us, 
through the Preſs of the Croſs, and ever flowing 


Yor the Remiſſion of our Sins: Thirdly, He built 


a Tower to watch wn, imploying his Divine Provi- 
dence, both R__ it from Evils, and to provide 
It Wit] ood. How happy is it to be placed in 
ſuch a Vineyard, under ſuch a Guardian ? 

Conlider 2. Having thus appointed his Vineyard, 
he let it out to Fluibanamen, tharns, toall men, that 
each one ſhould labour in it, as to his part,or ſhare; 
to wit, his own Soul, and ſuch others as are com- 
mitted to his charge ; which done, he went forth in- 
to aſtrange Country; becauſe he maketh as if he 
were abſent, leaving us to our ſelves, to work free- 
ly, and at our own: pleaſure : And although he 
could have fruit from us by force, yet he expect- 
eth with Patience: Who then would not admire, 


and love {o great a Goodneſs ? 


Conſider 3. Almighty God, to put theſe Huſ- 
bandmen in mind of their duty, fent them from 


time to time Patriarchs, Prophets, and Prieſts ; | 


but all in vain. Laſtly he ſent alſa his own Son, 
but him likewiſe they killed : Juſtly therefore he 
complaineth by his Prophet; What 3 there that 1 
could do more to my Vineyard, which T have not done to 
it ? Whence with good reaſon it is ſaid, The naugh- 
7 men he will bring to naught. See that the ſame 
entence may not alſo light upon you; and take 


care to yield fruit an{werable to the Tenure which 
you hold. © Sera are 


Of 
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Of the Vineyard let out to Husbandmen: 


(_ 1. The Vineyard is alſo the Soul of 
every .Man, and yours in particular, which 
the Supreme Honſholder hath furniſhed with 
Hedge, Preſs, ! and Tower; that 1s, with all ne- 
neſſaries, both for your ſecurity, and convenience 
of yielding Fruit in all manner of Virtue. Look 
well into your ſelf, and you will find, that you 


are an Eleft Vineyard, of which the Prophet ſpeak- Ter. 2.2:; 
eth; ſo that it may bealſo ſaid of you, Whats, 


there that I could do more to myFVineyard, which I bavye 
not done to 1t ? 

Conſider 2. God doth let out this Soul of yours 
to your ſelf ; for he reſerves the Propriety to 


himſelf: All Souls are mine, &c. And, 7 the Lord, Exec. 18. 4, 
and there is none elſe. He lets you therefore to your © 5: 5 


felf , that you ſhould cultivate your own Soul, 
like a good Husbandman , and render it fruit- 


ful for his ſervice: For who planteth a Vine, and \ cox.g. 7. 


cateth not of the fruit thereof ? Therefore our Lord 
hkewiſe expecteth Fruit from you; But he go- 
eth into a Foreign Country, making as if he were 
abſent, and leaving you to your own liberty, to 
do as you pleaſe your ſelf : But wo be to that Vine 
which bringeth forth no Fruit ; for one of theſe 
two is due to every Vine, Fruit, or Fire : There- 
fore thax you may not be 1n the Fire, be not withe 
out Fruit. | 
Conſider 3. God doth often ſendta you his Ser- 
yants, Preachers, Superiors, and others, to put. 
you in mind of your duty : He ſendeth alfo his 
only begotten Son, by interior Inſpirations, and 
the Example of his Life, and Paſſion : Take 
Fi 4 heed 


F 
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heed therefare that you do not, like thoſe wicked 
Husbandmen, . either contemns Gods Officers, or 
k1ll his Son again by {n, leſt ' otherwiſe the King. Þ| we 
dom of God be taken from you, and given to a- || na 


Mart.21. 41. nother, that will render him Fruit in its Seaſon. . Þ are 
+3 TT. | the 

Tue, 16,19 | Of the Unjuſt Steward. bel 
Ke, ow! 


Onſider rt. There was a certain rich man, - that 
| had a Steward, and he was. accuſed unto bim, 
that he had waſted his Goods, &c. The Rich Man 
PL. 23.1. ' Is God; for the Earth is the Lords, and the ful- ( 
zeſs thereof: You are his Steward, whom God hath 
intruſted with many. Goods, both of Body, and NFo 
Mind, Natural, and Supernatural, that you might to 
1imploy them well; but by your Miſdemeanours , | wi 
you have gained the report of an ill Husband, and ID ca 
reputed as a Waſter of your Lords Goods; What WR: 
a ſhameful and opprobrious thing it 1s to play fi 
the Cheat with God, and turn Bankrupt to Hea- IJth: 
ven ? an 
Conſider 2. Render account of thy Stewardſhip, &c. IJ ir: 
When you come to die, there: will be exacted of IEth: 
youa molt {tri account of your Stewardſhip; that do 
3s, of your Life and Aftions; and then you can play | 
the Steward, thatis, work your Salvation no lon- £ He 
Jo.9 44 ger: Jhe night. cometh, when no Man can work: th: 
| Wherefore let us do good while we have time, Iſ[th 
Wiſe Stewards often look into their accounts, to | B) 
{ce how things go, that they may be found faithful Jan 
When they ſhall be called to account. Do you the IT! 
ſame by a daily and rigorous Examination of your ÞJit 
:Cor.11.3r. Conſcience; for, if e did judge our ſelves, we ſhould be 
got be judged, | En, | 
- Corlider 3» How the Steward in this Parable J£?l 
provided wiſely for himſelf, though deceitfully WR: 
Doi: | withal; 
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withalz and therefore Chriſt commended, not 

his Fraud, -but his Wit and Forecaſt. O that we 

were ſo wiſe and provident 1n procuring the Eter- 

nal Salvation of our Soul! Lament, that rhe chil. xvi.z7.15, 
dren of this World are wiſer in their Generations than 

the Children of Light ; and think how you may 

beſtir your ſelf: The true w/e Man i wiſe to his 

own Soul. 


Of the Wiſe Man, and the Fool: Marr, y, 


Onfider 1. Chriſt pronounceth him a Wiſe 
Man , who building his Houſe, layeth the 
Foundation upon a firm Rock; whence it comes 
to ſtand immoveable againſt all Winds, and Flouds 
whatſoever. The Rock is Chriſt, who is alſo 
called the Cerzer-ſtone: The Winds, Floods, and Fpb.2. 20. 


0 Rains, are the ſeveral Temptations Man is aſ- 


faulted withal. He therefore buildeth upon a Rock, 

that groundeth his Life and ACtions upon Chriſt, 

and Reaſons of Eternity, and thereby is ſecured 

from all Temptations ; for God & in the midſt, and. If. ag. 6. 
therefore he ſhall not be moved, See whether you _ 


do 1o or no. 


Conſider 2. He is called a Fool that buildeth his 
Houſe upon Sand ; For what can be greater folly, 
than to be at great Expences in railing a Building 
that is ready to fall to the Ground by every Wind ? 
By the Sand, is underſtond all earthly things ; 
and he buildeth upon Sand , that placeth his 
Thoughts and Labours upon the fleeting, and tran- 
itory things of this life ; whence he cometh ta 
be toſſed up and down by the Winds of Vanity, 
carried away, and ſwallowed up by the Floods of 
Pleaſures, and even quite overwhelmed with the 


ERains, and Storms of Adverſity, which God uſeth 


ro 


id 
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to ſend: Therefore the Prophet compareth the 
v#f.1.5, wicked t0 duff, which the Witd driveth from the 
Face of the Earth. 
Conſider 3. How ll Menſcorn the Name, but 
moſt ſtick not. to dothe aCtions of a Fool : There- 
Xcel. 1. 15. fore Solomon ſaith, The number of Fools is infinite, he. 
cauſe an infinity of men build upon Sand. See 
whether you do not make one of the number, - and 
obſerve, that the Winds and Rains were common 
to both the Houſes; ſo Temptations do wa 
aſſault the Juſt, and the Wicked: and therefore if 
you fall at any time, aſcribe not the cauſe there. 
of to the Terfiptation, but to the folly of an ill and 
&roundlieſs Foutidation. 


Atrthd nn Of Holy Communion. 

ro my help, 

O Lor4, the 20 | 
Godof my Copfider Chriſt as the Salvation of your Soul, 
Pl, 37. 22, 


- 5 "Onſider 1. What is read today in the Goſpel, 
How Chriſt raiſed the Deceaſed Daughter 
of the Ruler of the Synagogue, and healed the 
Mare 522, Flux. And laſtly, how he uſed to beſtow perfect 
+ 6 +'- health toall that came to him ; for Virtue went forth 
; ' from him, and healed all : Therefore David faith, 
PL. 26, The Lord is my Light, and my Salvation, whon 
ſhall I fear ? How lecure 1s he that hath God for 

his Saviour, and Defender ? 
Conſider 2. This ſame Lord will come unto 
you to day in the Euchariſt: O what a happineſs 
a is this ? Look thoroughly into your ſelf, and think 
what infirmities you are moſt ſubject unto, and 
how you axe aflaulted by your enemies : Perhaps 
you will find your Soul, if not quite dead by _ 
(al 


Woman who was an Hemorrhoifſet of a Bloody| 


tal 
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tal Sin, at leaſt next door to it; by a lingring Con- 
ſumption of Tepidity : You will find her perchance 
to have a Bloody Flux, while ſhe letteth the beſt 
part oſher life and and'aftion paſs from her unpro- 
ftably : Wherefore, have recourſe unto the Lord, 
and God of your Salvation, that he may fay like- - 
wiſe to your Soul, { am thy Salvation. Pl.34. 3 
Conſider 3. The preparation you are to make, 
out of the Goſpel, 1. By a moſt profound Humilicy, 
initating this Prince, who approached, and adored ma. fup, 
him; and the Woman who came behind him, and 
touched the Hem of his Garment, 2. By a great con- 
fidencez therefore Chrift ſaid to the Woman, Thy 
Faith hath made thee fafe : And by the Prophet he 
faith; Thy Hfe (or Soul) ſhall be tothee unzo Salva- Jer. 39, 18, 
tion, becauſe thou haſt had confidence in me. I 
Matt. 13, 
Of the Sower. Cs - 
| | : Luc, 8. 56 
Onſider 1. The Sower went forth to ſow hts Sted, 
CL &c. Ponder the Infinite Mercy of God ; he 
ſtandeth not in need of any Fruit that we-can 
yield him, and yet he youchſafeth moſt graciouſly 
to go forth ſundry ways, by Preachers, by Spi- 
ritual Books, by Holy Inſpirations, by Superiours, 
by Direftors, by Examples, &c. to ſow 1n our 
Hearts the Seed of Eternal Salvation, Behold 7 ſow 4 Efd. 9.313 
my Law in you, and it ſhall bring forth fruit 11 you. 
Think what a precious Seed this 1s, whoſe Fruit is 
Life Everlaſting. 
- Conſider 2. The Earth whereon the Seed is caſt, 
Is Mans Heart. But there are three ſorts of Soil, 
wherein this Seed bringeth forth no Fruit. 1. In 
the publick High-way, that 1s, in an open Heart, 
expoſed to all manner of diſtractive ' Thoughts. 
2. Ina ſtony Soil, that 1s, in a hard Heart, with- 
MEG NAY "_ 
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out any moiſture of Devotion. 3. In the Field ful 

of Thorns and Bryars, that is, mn a Heart choaked 

up with the cares, pleaſures, and riches of this life, 

See whether. the Soil of your Heart be not ſuch in 

one kind or other, and endeavour to rid it of al 

theſe impediments 8Þ—_ ﬀ . 
Conſiderz. The property of a good Soil orHeart, 

Luc. fup. Jj$sto retainzthe Seed and yield Fruit in pat zence:It 1s not 
v.'5- enough to receive Holy Inſpirations, unleſs you 
endeavour toretain them; for, whoſoever retains ny 

his Meat (faith S. Gregory ) hu life # certainly e- 

ſperate. Moreover, theField of your Heart muſt be 

patient, not only in ſuffering the Plough, that is, 
Affliftions, but alſo expecting with patience, the 


Heavenly Dew, and Showres of Divine Grace ; for t 
Lu*.21, 19. 72 your patience you ſhall poſſeſs your Souls, l 

; l; 

nc 
Mait.13.24, Of the Tares. X 

&C., In 


He Kingdom of Heaven ts reſembled to a mar 

that ſowed good Seed in his field, &c. Cott Cl 
{ider 1. By Chriſts own. Expoſition, the Sower in 
this Parable is God, the Field this World, the”! 
good Seed the Juſt, the Tares the Wicked, the 
Enemy the Devil, the Harveſt the end of the 
World, and the Reapers the Angels: God, forf. 
his part, would have all Men good, and for this ( 
only purpoſe affordeth his good Seed ; but while 
Men ſleep, and are careleſs in the affairs of their 
Salvation: The Devil over ſoweth Tares, and of good, 
makes them wicked The Tares grow toge- 
ther with the Wheat, and are hardly diſtinguiſhed] > 
from It in the Blade ; ſo the Wicked oftentimes are 
ſcarcely diſcerned from the Good in this Life © 
See whether you be Wheat, or Tares; and whe- 
ther you do fleep in the main buſineſs of your 

| Salvation, I 1 


|| 1115 common lite, which the good and the bad lead 
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Salvation, leſt you come to be overthrown by the 
Enemy. FE 

Conſider 2. The indiſcreet Zeal ſometimes of the 
Juſt,that wiſhall the Wicked to be rooted up. Wit 
thou that we go, and gather them up ? But-God doth not 
ſo,who maketh his Sun to riſe upon the good,and bad; for Ma. s. 45 
he tollerates the bad,expeCting them to do Penance, 
that ſo from being Tares, they may turn to be good 
Wheat, and for that cauſe will not have them all 
rooted up. Puton the like affeCtion of longanimi- 
ty towards your Brethren, and Neighbours, that 
are troubleſome to you. EN 

Conſider 3. The great difference in the end of 


in-this world : Bind up the Tares, &c. to burn them, 
but rhe Wheat gather ye into my Barn: Who would 
not chuſe rather to be in this Barn, than in a Burn- 
ing Furnace : See therefore you be true Wheat,and 
ſufer your ſelf to be threſhed, and cleanſed from 
Chaft, by Penance and Mortification ; for you can- 
not be brought into the Heavenly Granary together 
with your Chatt. | 


Ot the Muftard-Seed. Mat. 13. 
; Marc, 4, 
FTOnſider 1, The Kinodom of Heaven #s like to a yy. op 
grainof Muſtard-ſeed, &c. Chriſt himſelf firſt ' 
was this Muſtard-ſeed ; - becauſe as that Seed is the 
leaſt, and commendable neither for its ſinell, nor 
outward ſhew, yet it contains within its ſelf a 
great natural heat, and ſends it forth alſo out- 
wardly, eſpecially when it is bruifed : So Chriſt 
to the outward appearance, was a worm, and n0 man, 
&c. but within him were all therreaſures of Wiſdom, vr. x1, x 
and Knowledge of God; and being brokenand bruiſed ©? 3: 
on the Croſs, he expreſled the greateſt heat of = 
at 
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that ever was, inflaming the whole world with the 
Fireof his Charity. Do you likewiſe ſuffer your 
Kif to-be ſet on fire with the like heat. 
Conſider 2. All the Juſt inthis Life are alſo My. 
ſtard-ſeed; ſimple and contemptible in the eyes 9 
the World, but in a high value with God, and his 
Angels; fo that the wicked ſhall ſay in the day of 
Judgment, We ſenſleſs eſteemed their life madneſs, ad 
their end without honour ; behold how they are counted 
among the children of God. Obſerve moreover, that 
the Saints do then ſhew their virtue moſt, when they 
are cruſhed with Tribulations; whence the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. 12, Tbrough weakyeſs we became mighty, &C. 
10, Conſider 3. A grain of Muftard-ſeed caſt into the 
Mar. ſup, Earth, groweth intoa Tree; So that the fouls of the 
air-come, &-.dwell in the branches thereof : Such a grain 
was Chriſt, perfectly mortified, and dead upon the 
Croſs, in whoſe branches, that is, Doctrine and Ex- 
cant, 3. 3. ample, devout Souls dwell by contemplation: 7 ſat 
under bis ſhadow, whom I deſired, ( ſaith the Spouſe 
in the Canticles ) and his friit was ſweet unto my 
taſte. Do you the like. 


ont} 13, Of the Leaven. 
ther, _ . 
da:013- 33:  VOnſider 2. The Kingdom of Heaven is likg to Lea- 


wen, which awoman took, and hidin three mea 
ſures of Meal, &cs thats, ſhe wrought It into the 
whole -Batch af Bread, {0 to give it its reliſh. 
This Leven, firſt was ChriHt. who being: hid in our 
fleſh, rendred-the curſed maſs of mankind accepts 
blero God. Again, he is-after a ſpecial manner a 
Leven, in the-Euchariſt, where by penetrating in- 
to our heart, he leavenath, ſeafoneth, and in 3 
manner Deifieth the whole man; giveth chaſtity 
to the body, and the ſayaur. of all Virtue to the 
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thll Conſider 2. Good Leaven likewiſe arethe Good, 

our tbat live in Communities; for an exemplary life 

hath a wonderful influence upon mens aCtions, and 

Mn. Yafrer a ſecret manner provoking others to their imi- 

tation, maketh them like to thoſe in whom they-be- 

hiey told it3 whence the Apoſtle ro 7:mothy, Be anex- i tim ac. 

off «ple of the faithful, in ward, in converſation, inc 

244} rity, &c. becauſe as 5. Leo ſaith, Examples are more Leoverm.t. 

ted powerful than Words, andiit is a more perfebt way of (5 

reaching by ation, than by word of month, 

ey} Condider 3. Onthe contrary, the power of bad 
Leaven, becauſe it ſpoileth the whole Batch; 

whence the Apaſtle faith, That a little leaver:corrup- 

he © the whole Lump : Even ſo bad example infetteth 

þ || them whom we liveand converſe wittal; for which 

ind 1eſpect, we ought to be very cautiaus, leſt we make 

he | ther mens ſins our own ; for that they often take 

x. | their beginning from ours. Look therefore well 

2+ | about. your ſelf, and ſee whether you are wont to 

ik | £ve others bad example in any kind ; for wo be #0 qu lg 

nj that man by whom ſcandal cometh. 


Of the Treaſure hid in the Field. Mar, 13, 445 


Onſfider 1. The Kingdom of Heaven x like a Irea- 
_ ſure bid jn a Field, This. Treaſure, ſaith 
4 | 5: Gregory, is the defire of Heaven, or love of Vir- Greg. Hom; 
he © *ue, and heavenly things, and is faidto be hidden *<- - oh 
þ. © 11 the field of this World ; for that all know not ” 
;r © the value of it : Thou haſt hid theſe things from the Ma. 11.25. 
a: miſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them to fools or 
2 © kitle ones : Whence it 1s, that moſt men abhor Hu- 
1- © mility and Poverty ,, as vile and contemptible 
2 | things. Beſeech our Lord ſo to open your eyes, 
y | that you may be able to diſcoyer this Treaſure. 


"Con 
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.. It come to be taken from us, and vaniſh away, 


Greg. ſup, | 


Tuc, 14.33, 


Mat, 13. 45, 


Luc, 19, 13, 


Pearls, but fome take them for Temporal Enjoy- 
ments , others for Learning and Sciences, others 


—__ 
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Conſider. 2. How this Treaſure is to be kept, 
which a man having found, did hide it ( ſaith Chriſt, ) 
We muſt therefore lay it up cloſely in our hearts, 
and cover it with the Vail of Humility , from 
the praiſes of men, and vain glory, leſt thereby 


ts (he. Ge. os a a. 


Examine your ſelf whether you do ſo, or whe- 
ther you do not rather vainly boaſt, and brag z 
every. turn .of what you think you have. Our 
way to Heaven is beſet with many Thieves, and 
he deſires to be robbed ( ſaith St. Gregory ) that 
carrieth his Treaſure in open view. Hide it there- 
fore what you can, that ſo you may keep it 
long. j | : | 

Gunſder. 3. This Treaſure cannot be other- 
wiſe purchaſed, thai by buying it, and that with 
the ſalenot of ſome one, or more things, but of 
all - whatſoever we have: He goeth, and ſelleth all 
that he hath., and buyeth it. - And Chriſt in ano- 
ther place pronounceth, whoſoever of you that doth 
20t renounce all that he hath, cannot be my Diſciple. 
We mult therefore leave all things of this world, 
at leaſt in affeCtion ; to attain to a perfect en- 
joyment- of Chriſt; and think that well left, for 
which we gain a hundred fold, and that more 
then 2 hundred times over. 


Of the Pearl. 


Onſider 1. The Kingdom of Heaven 1s like to 4 
Merchant-man, Saline goodly Pearls, Weare 
all Merchants in this life ; therefore Chriſt in the 
Parable of the Talents. faid, Occupy till I come ; 
that is, to; judgment. . All. men indeed ſeek 
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again 
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after Peyreooſt. - Sunday. 
againfor honours, but they are all miſtaken ; theſe 
are falſe Pearl,” nor have they any thing that is good 


' in them, butan outward ſhew ; therefore the Apo- 


ſtle to the rich ſaith, Your riches are corrupt, your Jac. 5. 
34 


gold and your falver 4s ruſted. See whether you do 

not affe&t ſuch kind of Pearl. | , 
Conſider '2. And having found- one'precious Pearl, 

&c. for there is one only true precious Pearl, Chriſt 


our Lord, and'the love of heavenly things ; All gold, S4P- 7: 2 


in compariſon of this, 1s a little ſand, and ſilver 1n the 
ſiabt of this. ſhall be eſteemed as clay.” ' Thete is no 
compariſon between Heaven and Earth, one fingle 
drop of Water, and the whole Ocean, Time, and 
Eternity z no more is there between Chriſt; and all 
earthly goods whatſoever; and yet as often as you 
fin, you renounce Chriſt for ſome baſe thing or 
other. | 

Conſider 3. Here again it is ſaid, that this Pearl 
is not to be bought without ſelling all we have :- He 
went his way, and ſold all that he had, and bought it, 


V: 
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But happy #4 he ( ſaichSt. Gregory ) who with all his St: Greg; 


fortunes 1s able 19 buy Chriſt : Therefore the Apo- 


ſtle; 1 have acconnted all things as loſs, end do efteem Phil. 3. LF 


them as dung, that 1 may gain Chriſt, Think with 
your ſelf whether you do ſo, and what a kind of 
Merchant you are. 


Of Holy Communion; 


| VV the four and twentieth Sunday after Pen- 


tecoſt comes before the Month of Novem- 

ber,. as it falls out when there ar eight and twenty Sun- 
days, then on the twenty fourth is read the Meſs; and 
Goſpel of the third Sunday, which was remaining after 
the Epiphany,to wit; that of the Leper,and the Centurt- 
6v, Mats 8; Wherefore then you ſhall take the Meditation 
| G 8g whit 


_ 


4%, 


Luce, 15, 45 
XC, : 


If. 52.6, 


 Munday. XXIV. Week 
mhich 7s for the third: Sunday after Epiphany, and 


conſider Chrift a4 the Phyſitian of your Soul ; as 6s ſet 
aown there, page 103. / i= | 


Of the loſt Sheep. - 


IOnfider 1. What mar of you having a bundred | 


4 Sheep, &c. This Man is Chriſt, the Sheep 
are the Faithful: Chriſt performeth to the full all 
the Offices ofa good Shepherd ; he came down 
from Heaven to feed them ; he marks them for his 


oOWn with a Divine Character ; he leads them by I 


the example of his Virtues; he cures them of the 
Infection of Sin; he defends them from the Infer- 
nal Wolves; he provides them rich Paſtures of 
his Doctrine, -and Sacraments ; and which 1s in- 
comparably more, he gives them his own Body 
and Blood for meat and drink : The Faithful hear 
his Voice, obey his Commands, follow him where- 
ever he leadeth ; they delight in his Paſtures, ard 
yield him both the Wooll of their exteriour acti- 
ons, and Milk of their interiour ; and even their 
Blood, and Life, andall, whenſoever there is any 
neceſſity of dying for him. 

- Conſider 2. The ſtrayed Sheep 1s a ſinner, who 
leaving the company of the Juſt, & Obedience to 


his Paſtor, gocth his own ways: nothing 1s more | 


fooliſh and miſerable than he ; he underſtands not 
the happineſs he enjoyeth under his Paſtor, hc 
cares not for Spiritual Paſtures, he prefers ſuch as 
are more pleafing to fleſh and blood ; he follows 
him not, nor hears his call ; he eſteems the ways 
of the Croſs, and of Mortification, to be too 
rough aud chuſes rather to trace the ſmooth but 
dangerous ways of his own will : Al we have ftray- 
c# as ſheep ( (aith the Prophet). every one _—_—_ 
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after Penitecoft: : Tueſday; E 

backward his own way, Think how often you have 

done fo. | | K 
Conſider 3. The great goodneſs of this Paſtor ; 


he ſeeketh after his ſtrayed ſheep; firſt by him- - 


ſelf, while he was in Mortal Fleſh, by his ex- 
emplary Life and Doftrine, for thirty three 
years; afterwards by Superiours, and Directors, 
by Holy Inſpirations, by Pions Books, and other 
means, never ceaſing even to the end of the world ; 
and having found it, moſt gently & lovingly takes 


P_—_ = 


ſtrayed as a ſheep that ss loſt, ſeek thy ſervant, becauſe 


1 have not forgotten thy Commandments. 
Of the Phariſce, arid the Publicari. 


{I 1. 7 wo men went up into the Temple 10 
4 pray, &c. Ponder the effects of Pride in the 
Phariſee. 1. Becauſe he thought himſelt perfect, he 
asketh nothing, neither pardon of fins, nor the 
gifts of Grace. 2. Under the pretence of Thankſ- 
| giving; he commends himſelf for his own gbod 
' | works. 3. He arrogantly prefers himſelf before 

others. 4. He contemns the Publican, whom. he 
| raſhly judgeth a ſinner. Thus all proud men are 
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) | blind, and ſay, 7 am rich, and lack, nothing + But &poc. 3:17: 


alas, Thou knoweft not ( thou proud fool ) that thou 
art miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, &c, 
Confider 2. The Publicans Humility. 1. He ſtands 
a far off, deeming himſelf unworthy to approach 
near to God, oreven to the Phariſee. 2. He dares 
not ſo much as lift up his eyes, out of confuſion 
for his ſins. 3. He knocks his breaſt with a con- 
trite heart, and is deſirous to make ſatisfaftion. 
4 He humbly beggeth for pardon, ſaying, God be 
merciful to me a ſimmer : Such likewiſe ought to be 
Gg 2 your 


dd — ww - —_—- Aa — SG %” o& 


453 


| it up; O Lord, fo take and receive me: 1 have or, 15.55; 


Luc. 18.15; 
& Ce 
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Mar, 24, 
Luc. 12, 


Luc, 13,42, 


, Wedneſday. XXIV. Week 


your prayer, humble, contrite, and accompanied 
with purpoſe of amendment. 
Conſider 3. Chriſts Sentence of both theſe men: 


This man went down into his houſe, more juſtified thay 
he, &c. Thus Pride deſtroyed even thoſe good 


works that were in the Phariſeez; Humility on the 
other {ide, by the help of Penance, blotted out ſin 


' In thePublican : So every onethat exalteth himſelf, 


ſhall be bunibled, and he that humbleth himſelf, ſhal 
be exalted; as it often falleth ont even in this life, 
but moſt certainly in the next. Think therefore 
with your {elf where you will chuſe to be humbled ; 
here, or there. 


| Of the Faithful and Wiſe Steward, 
or Servant. 


Onlider 1. Who (thizkeſt thou) is a faithful 
| Steward, and wiſe? &c. Our Lord finds few 
ſuch, therefore he ſpeaketh of them in an admiring 
way : That which he requireth of his ſervants 1s: 
1. T hat they be faithful. 2. Prudent. 3. Good to 
others. 4. Perſeverant, that when our Lord ſhall 
come at the hour of death, he may find them ſo dv- 
707. See how you behave your ſelf in theſe points, 
whether you do faithfully, and, to your utmoſt, 
promote Gods Cauſe, or not rather your own In- 
tcrelt ; whether you do your actions with due cir- 


cumſpection and deliberation ; whether you ſeek I 


to benefit others according to your ability z and 
laſtly, how firm and conſtant you are . in good 
urns... 

Conſider 2. The evil conditions of the bad ſer- 
vant. 1. Hefaith in his heart, 2y Lord deferreth 
hs coming ; and thinks he has a long time yet to 
live, as did that other, who ſaid to his Soul, _ 

4 | thou 


$- 
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after Pentecoſt, © Thurſday. 


thou haſk much goods laid 'up for many years, &c. Luc.i2e 19? 


2, He 1s injurious to others, ſirikzng the ſervants, 
and hand-maids. g. He gives himſelf over to car- 
nal pleaſures, beginning to eat, and drink, and be 
drunken. Have a care you keep your ſelf from 
theſe Vices,, and obſerve that the beginning of all 
theſe miſchiefs is a_perſwaſion of long lite, and 
forgetfulneſs of what is to befall us in the end: 
Conſider 3. The reward, and puniſhment of both 
theſe ſervants: Of the former 1t is ſaid, Bleſſed 7s 
that ſervant, &c. He ſhall appoint him over all things 
which he poſſeſſeth, to wit, in Heaven : But of the 
latter, The Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a day 
that he hopeth not, and at an horr that he knoweth not, 
and ſhall cut him in ſunder, and from the company 
of the Juſt , and ſhall appoint him his portion with 
the Infidels in Hell.  Imitate theretore the firſt, leſt 
your portion and lot come to be with the laſt, &c. 


0M Girding the Loyns. 
(_ 1. Let your loins be girded, and lights 


burning in your hands , and be ye like to men 
expetting their Lord when he ſhall return from the 


Marriage. Ponder how carefully ſervants watch 


for their Maſters coming from a Marriage Fealt ; 
ſuch would Chriſt have us to be againſt his com- 
ing: We gird our lojns (faith St. Oregory ) when we 


reſtrain Luxury by Continency ,, and we hold burning 


candles in our hands, when by good works we ſhew our 
Neighbours the light of our example. See how you 
perform both theſe duties. 

Conſider 2. That when he doth come, and knock, 
forthwith they may open unto him : Our Lord cometh, 


when he haſtneth to judge us, at our death z_he 


knocketh when he ſendeth us lickneſs ; the Good, 
Gg 3 at 
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Fhil. t,23, 


 FEedi, 41, 1. 


Pl. 79.12, 


Fryday. "XXIV. Week 


at that time, without delay, and with great joy, 


open unto him, having a deſire, with the Apoſtle, 
tobe difſolued, and to be with Chriſt. - On the con- 


trary, with what anunwilling and heavy Heart do | 
the wicked let him in, when he knocketh : There- | 
fore Eccleſ1aſticus;, O death, how birter i thy memory | 


to 4 Man that hath peace in his Riches? 


Conſider 3. 1f the Houſholder did know what How | 
the Thief would come, he would watch verily, and would | 


#0t ſuffer bis Houſe to be broken #p. Death will moſt 


certainly come upon us as a Thief, and break open 


the Houſe, or habitation of our Body ; but what | 
Day or Hour it will come, is as uncertain: There. | 


fore our Lord would have us to be watchful, every 
hour of our life, that we may not be catched at un- 


awares, in that moment, wherein is turned the 


Dye of our Everlaſting Doom. 


Of the Vine, and its Branches. 


oe 1. Tam the Vine, ye the Branches, &Cc. 
&.: Chriſt is truly a Vine, in regard of that moſt | 
precious Wine which he poured forth on the | 
Crofs, and is daily preſented to us in the Chalice; | 


The Branches of this Vine may be whoſoever will 


themſelves; therefore he inviteth all ; and of this 


Vine it is ſaid, 1: ſtretches forth ber Branches even to 
the Sca, audher Bonghs unto the River ; for he quick- 
neth us all, and ſo many Branches, with the ſap of 
his Grace, and with the ſame nouriſheth us, and 
maketh us rich, and full of excellent fruit, O how 
well is it with the Branch that remaineth and 11v- 
eth in ſycha Vine? EG OCs 

_ Conſider 3. Anevident fgnof remaining in this 
Vine, is fruitfalneſs : He that abideth in me, and 1 
i him, the ſame bearcth much Fruit, Wherefore ” 
EE #1; fe rr Toke he 
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ifter Pentecoſt. Saturday. 
the fruit you bear, you may gather whether you 
remain in him, or no : Beſides, Every branch that 
teareth fruit, the Heavenly Farher will purge it, that 


J it may bring more frait. The Husbandman purgeth 


the branches by Pruning, , and. Incition; fo God 


J doth thoſe that are his, by aflictions, {ickneſſes, 
J and temptations; that you might learn to take 
J theſe things willingly at the hands of God, as 

J helps towards your ſpiritual profit. 


Conſider 3. What becometh of the branch that 


beareth not any fruit: He ſhall wither, and they ſhall aug.tr. 21, 
J gather him up, and caſt him into the fire, and he ſhall 


be burned, One of the two (faith St. Auguſtine 


J appertaineth to the branch ; frutt, or fire. Take care 


therefore to bring forth fruit, and that in due 
ſeaſon ; ſweet, and not wild grapes; leſt other- 


J viſe, likea dry withered branch cut off from the 


Vine, you become fuel for that fire, which can ne- 
ver be quenched. 


Of the Barren Fig-tree. 


Onſfider 1. A certain man had a Fig-tree planted 

in hs Vineyard, and he came ſeeking for friiit 

on 3t, and found not, &c. This Fig-tree, is every” 
Chriſtian, planted by Gods own hand, in the Vine- 


| yard of his Charch, to bring forth fruit of good 


works: This Tree God doth cheriſh with the 
warm Sun , and water with the ſhowers of his 
Grace ; and if that ſuffice not, he forceth it in a 
manner to good, by digging, and laying dung 
about it, ad if neither after all this, it will yield 
fruit z he bids it be cut down, and caſt into the 
hre : For every tree that doth not yield good fruit, 
ſhall be cut down, and caſt into the fire, 
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APOC. 2. 31, 


'POC, 70, 6, 


Saturday. 


poſed to the open-Sun- of his Divine. Illuſtrations, 
often watered with the ſhowers of his Grace, and 
finally provided with all neceſſaries-to. bring forth 


plenty of. fruit, and yet perhaps he may jultly fay | 


of you; Lo, it is now ſo many years ſince I came 


ſeeking for fruit upon this Fig-tree, and I find none, | 
that is, I find not fruit an{werable to my labour, 


and expectation : What then ? 
Conſider 3. Let it alone this year alſo, &c, Who 
knowethwhether Sod hath not prefixed this year, 


as your laſt, in hopes of greater fruit; ſo thathere- 


after he will not afford you ſo many helps of his 
Grace : God oftentimes giveth us time to do Penance, 


but if we uſe it nor, he cloſeth his hand, and as it is 


{aid in the Apocalyps, There ſhall be time #o more, 
that is, of ſuch abundant helps, without which we 
ſhall not be able to work: Therefore make good 
uſe of the time allowed you, and take care to pro- 
duce good fruit, and not leaves only. 


XXIF. Week 

Confider 2, And apply all this to your.own Soul, | 
which the Heavenly Husbandman hath planted as. 
a choice Sprig in the Vineyard of his Church, ex-. 
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0f' the Excellency of the B: Virgin above 
et all Creatures. | 


Onſider 1. With what pomp and ſtate, 
' ©" of Plate, Perfumes, Tapeſtry, and other 
rich Furniture, worldly Princes are 
A” wont to ſet forth their Bed-chamber, 

nd Rooms of Preſence ; How much more fitting 
was it, that the King of Heaven ſhould adorn the 
Cabin, wherein he was not only to abide for ſome 
Ftime, but of which he decreed to frame himſelfa 
Body. To be Mother of God, is the greateſt dig- 
nity that can poſlibly be communicated to a mere 
creature : To her therefore are due all manner of 
Grace, and Ornaments, which by the ordinary 
Power of. God, may be conferred upon any mere 


creature: Therefore St. Anſelm ; It was fitting that S. anſelm, 
the Virgin ſhould be adorned. with that Purity, than _ pt] 


which, 29 greater, under God, could be conceived. 


Conder 2. Hence it. followerh, that ,whatſoe- 


rer Internal Grace & Virtue, was beſtowed upon 
any Saint, the ſame 1n a much mcre periect manner 
wy = 
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was conferred upon the B. Virgin: And which iſo 
Sur.3. p12 more z divers Authors affirm, that her Grace andſſruc 
Sec.4q, Glory alone did ſurpaſs that of all other Saint; = 
Barrad. put together : For it is fit that a King of Infinite 
Cant, 6,3. Power and Riches, ſhould beſtow more upon his f 
Mother. than all his Servants beſides ; thereforeithefi 
is faid in the Canticles, Thou art fair, O my Low 

ſweet and comely as Hieruſalem ;, that is , as theſſſion 
S. fern. &. whole City of Heaven. And St. Bernard, To otherifthe 
num mat. ( ſaith he) Grace #s imparted by parcels, but ups: 
6 pa Mary the whole fulneſs thereof was poured forth. [ 
Conſider 3. What Reverence, Confidence and 

Love you ought hence to have towards this Sacrec 

Virgin : Reverence, for the.Excellency of her Dig.lf 

nity ; Confidence, for the greatneſs of her Good- 
neſs ; Love, for the tender bowels of her charityſſtop 
towards us: For ſhe vouchſafeth to be a Motherfſpro 

to us all; and the greater ſhe is, the more tender 
ſhe is of us : What might you not hope for, iffſy 
you had a Mother that were Empreſs of the wholeſro: 
_ World? Love therefore, that you may deſerve 
to be loved, and protefted by ſo powerful af 
Lady. : for 
| Ike 
Theworkis Of the Immaculate Conception of the mo 


reat, nei- R . 
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habitation 
+ qc per r. It was not fitting that the Motherſſjer 
for God. of God, ſhould for any one moment be Slavelyc 
of the Devil: And if the Ark of God, and th 
r2aral,29.1, Tabernacle were to be made of the wood Serin, fl” 
which would nat rot, mnch more the living Ark, 
and Tabernacle of God, ought to be-preſerve 
P.45.5, from all corruption: Therefore the Higheſt bai x 
ſantlified bis Tabernacles; fo that from the verſ ( 
frlt inſtant, wherein her bleſſed Soul was unitedib;g 
toll 
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1 fo her Body, in her Mothers Womb, it was ever 
ndfferue to ſay, Thow art all fair, my Love, and there Cant. 4. 7. 
nts; 707 4 ſpot in thee. 
ite} Conſider 2. She was not barely preſerved from 
hisfll ſtain and blemiſh, by the infuſion of Grace ; but 
(tSefides,ſhe received ſuch plenty of Habitual Grace, 
ind all manner of Virtue, together with the ſuppreſ- 
leſion of concupiſcence, and uſe of Reaſon, that even 
eriſthen ſhe ſurpaſſed the greateſt Saints : Therefore it 
k ſaid of her, Glorious things are ſaid of thee, O City PI. 86. z. 
Goa: And what are thoſe glorious things? The 
Mmndations thereof in the holy Mountains : for that. Suar. 3. p. 
he foundations, or beginnings of all other men, ** %?- 
ig-Ezre laid in Original Sin ; but the foundations of 
tte Bleſſed Virgin were holy and equal to the very 
op of other Saints perfeCtions: And if the very 
Tound-work were ſuch, what do you think was 
he height of SanCtity ſhe arrived unto at her death? 
By continual encreafſe and addition, proceeding 
from the excerciſe of the moſt intenſe Acts of Vir- 


b. 
Confider 3. How much you ought to rejoyce 

for the Immaculate Conception of her, that was 
likewiſe to be your Mother. Do you alſo take care 
this day,to be ſpiritually conceived to God without 
ſpot, and ſo ever after to remain. Rejoyce that 
you are to feed, in the Euchariſt, on the very ſame 
Efeſh, which the Son of God took from his Virgin 
"EMother, and endeavour to come without the leaſt 
Bot to the ſpotleſs Lamb of the Immaculate Virgin. 


M, 


k | 0. PO! Whatis 
h Of the Nativity of theB. Virgin. tat comer 
/ : * fort astag 
" F*Onfider 1. How true is that ſaying of the Mocgioge 
A 4 Church: Your Nativity, O Mother of God, hath es. 6.9. 


Frouohr joyful tiaings to the whole World, &c. For v=ipb. a 


T 
| Magnif, 
0 I. 30g 
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1+. TheBleſſed Trinity rejoyced, as for the C 


their Queen. 3. The Fathers in Zimbo, for th 


adjutrix of the Incarnation. 2. The Angels fa = 
IS 


Mother of their Deliverer.. 4+. The Juſt alſo i "my 


this world, God infuſing an extraordinary kug|,.: 


of Joy into their Souls, though themlelves per 
haps knew. not the cauſe thereof, as often hay 
peneth : The whole world is exhilarated at th 
break of day, as the Fore-runner of the Sun-ri 
ſing : ary was the Bright Morning, that brought 
the happy tidings of the Sun of Juſtice: Reverenc: 
therefore, aud honour: her Birth; and full of ad 
miration, enquire diligently, Who & this that comet 
forth, riſing as the e Morning? (. 


Conſider 2. The Virgin being born, her nam 
was called eXary, and that, no doubt, by Diſk 


vine Inſtin&t, and perhaps alſo by expreſs intumz 
tion of an Angel z for Mary ſignifieth, 1. A Sea 


Star. 2. A bitter Sea. 3. Lady, or Exalted. -4. En 


al 


lightned , or enlightning : For ſhe is indeed , 1, My | 


Bright Star to them that fail in the dangerous 
Sea of this world. 2. A large Sea, off all. man 


ner of Grace, ſweet to men, bitter. to the Devilst i; 


and in her Sons Paſſion ſhe was an Ocean oiffd | 
Grief. 3. Lady of the whole world, and e-xaltcdon 


to the Heavenly Kingdom above the Quires of A 


gels. 4. Enligntned firſt in her ſelf, ſhe enlightnedſ 


the world, bringing forth to the world the Eternd 
Light, JESUS CHRIST our Lord. OM 
ry, Oyl poured out is thy name, illuminating, heal- 


ing, and comforting our ſouls. 


Conſider .3. In imitation -of this Virgin, yourÞe/ 


Mother, you muſt be born ſpiritually to God : To 
be born in fleſh, is not in mans power, neither i 
it where, or when he will ; but it is in our hands 


to be born in ſpirit, by the Divine Grace ; Lo 


this 
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his therefore be your birth-day to God, and en- 

jeavour hereafter to demean your ſelf worthily, as 

is Child : ww one that 1s born of God, committeth 1 Joh. 3. 7. 


wt ſin. Therefore fly {in, that you may ever re- 
nain the Son of God. 


for 
th 


Of the Aſſumption of the B. Virgin. wo is iis 
DS that comech 


; "PR . : - -., up from the 
For the Annuntiation, Viſitation, and Purification, 9 0m ne 


ſee in their proper places.) ing ich de 

Onſider 1. The B. Virgin, though ſhe were Cant. 8.5. 
free from ſin, yet was not ſo from death, 

From which Chriſt himſelf would not be exempt- 
Sd: Therefore the end of. her life now. drawing 
igh, and being admoniſhed by an Angel, of the mMetaphe. 
Wine of her departure ( as Authors relate ) think M\<rpu-&e- 
Sith what ardent affection ſhe diſpoſed her ſelf, ad $6-2. 
Ay intenſe aCts of love ; ſaying with the Spouſe © © *- 
5! the Canticles, 1 /angniſh with love 5, and with cane. s. 8. 
avid, Bring forth my ſoul ont of priſon. And how ** ++. 
Wt laſt, the Apoſtles being ail about her, ſhe breath- 
d forth her blefled Soul into. the hands of her 
on, who was there preſent, and invited her to his 

lory : Q my ſoul, dze the aeath' of the Juſt, and let Num. 23, 
Wy laſt end be made like to his. what 
Conſider 2. How that bleed Soul releaſed from 
er Body, was led by her Son 1nto Heaven, en- 
ironed with Angels, 1inging forth thoſe notes of 
E(niration, - Who 7s this that cometh up from the Cant, $. 5. 
Deſart , flowing with delights, leaning upon her Be- 
wed? See how ſhe being now entred into the 
npyreal Heaven; is welcomed by the Eternal 
Father, and the whole Bleſſed Trinity, andas Sove- 
<Ftign Queen, ſeated in a Throne of Glory, __ 
uy a 
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Mother, who. ſate 0 his right hand. The meaſiy 
of her Glory was proportioned to the greatneſs q 
her love, and charity 3 that you might alſo tran 
to be fervent in your love toGod. 

Conſider 3. How after three days lying in th 
Grave, the bleſſed Body was united again to th 
Soul , and with unſpeakable pomp aflamed int: 


Heaven, accompanied with the Angels, and thi 


whole celeſtial Court, and Chriſt himſelf her Son 
O what a Triumph, what a Glory was this ! Dt 


3 Reg.2, all creatures; for, « Throze was ſet for the Kimi. 


you likewiſe aſcend in ſpirit with your Mother, and 
Cant. 1.3, Jay to her, Draw me after thee; now in affeCtio 


afterwards in the happy enjoyment of your comps 
ny. Rejoyce that. you are to receive this day 
pledge of her in the Euchariſt; for in the Sor 
Body ftill remains, in amanner, the Mothers Fle 
and Blood,and endeavour to come with due preps 
Tation. 


Of the Angels. Part 1. 


Hat you may be the more ſtirred up tothe Ve 
& neration of the holy Angels, conſider x. Thei 
Natural Excellencies: They areby Nature, 1.Moſ: 


Noble and pure ſpirits, moſt abſolute in themſelves 
without concretion with flefh;or any corporeal ſul 


ſtance. 2. Immortal, and incapable of any decay 
or corruption. 3. Of moſt ſublime wit and under: 
ſtanding, comprehending by an Intuitive know 
ledge all natural objects. 4.Of moſt perfedt fr 
will, ſubject to none but their Creator, and inſeps- 
rably fixed upon their Supreme Good, which they 
had once. pofleſled. 5. In power -inferiour to none 
but Divine, and ſuperiour to all-that is created. 


Conlider 3, Their Supernatural Endowments 


1:0 


SF & 
Meattations of” Sarnts. 
ili. Of Grace ; for i= them(as St. Auguſtine ſaith)God 
ſupa 077ce Created Nature, and infuſed Grace, together 
with all manner of Virtue, and that in an eminent 
-anI{gree,/ whereby in a moment they meriteg their 
Eternal Happineſs. 2. Of Glory, whereby they are 
tiin perpetual poſleſſion and enjoyment of their Su- 
thpreme Good, whence proceed all their other Pre- 
nArogatives, as of being Peers and Princes of Heaven, 


thDomeſticks, Familiars, and Favourites of God,.con- 


on Ytinually aſiſting at his Throne, and beholding his 
ADivine Countenance. 
. Conſider 3. Theſe bleſſed Spirits, though never 
out of the Center of their happineſs, have a larger 
here than the Empyreal Heaven; for they are 
Mihe Movers of the other celeſtial Orbs, and im- 
Aocdiately under God do rule and govern the whole 
efllniverſe 3 they are over Kings, Princes, States, 
pind Magiſtrates 3 they defend us from evils, they 
_ Hitercede for us, and preſent our prayers to God 
they enlighten our Underſtanding, and inflame our 
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Will towards God, and heavenly things, &c. Ad- 


nire, and love the perfections of theſe Heavenly 
eApirits z implore their affiſtance, and endeavour 
fly purity of life, and promptneſs in the Divine 
*&rvice, to be compartner with them in glory. 


Of the Angels Part 2. 


Onſider 1. The H. Angels, though in number 
almoſt infinite, are commonly divided into 
reel line Queries, and three Hierarchies : In the firſt 
Fre the Cherubins, Seraphins, and Thrones: the 
Cherubins property is to be inflamed with'the love 
Wot God; and to enkindle the ſame in others : "The 
\ Ekraphins excel in Wiſdom and the Knowledge of 
God, and with the fame do enlighten the inferiour 
il Angels : 


| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Angels: The Thrones are. {0 called, for: that by 


- realon of. their ſingular. Purity, Humility, and 


Juſtice, God doth, particularly relide in them 
his Imperial Throne. Apply all this to your ſelf 
and endeavour to be a Cherubin in Love, a Serz 
phin in the Knowledge of: God, and of heavenh 
things; and a Throne in Purity of Life, in Hum 
lity, and Juſtice towards God and Man. + 
Conſider- 2. In the ſecond Hierarchy are-the 
Dominations, Virtues, and Powers : 'The:Domi 
nations exerciſe command over the Inferiour Ar 
gels, and direct them in'the Government of the 
Univerſe : The Virtues; do. effect in themſelves; 
and others, a firm and unchangeable adheſion toff, 
God and ail manner of. virtue :: The Powers, : a 
their Name ſounds, are endowed with power tof 
curb, and quell the Infernal Spirits. Implore thefſ: 
aſſiſtance of this Powerful Hierarchy, that: yo 
may likewiſe. conſtantly adhere to God, beperfe 
Maſter of your own Paſſions, ;and vicious Appe 
tites 3 and by: a compleat Victory over all tem 
ptations, ſubdue your mortal Enemies, the Work, '® 
the Fleſh, and the Devil. - of 
Conlider 3. In the third Hierarchy are the Prin the 
cipalitics, Archangels, and Angels: The Principaſc., 
lities do both exhibit in themſelves, and cauſe inf; 
othess due Veneration, and worſhip towards thelrſ,F 
Lord, and God : The Archangels are properlyſy, 
Gods "Meſſengers, and Adminiſtrators in the high; 
eſt, and moſt Important. Aﬀairs, and are ſpecial 
Patrons of Purity : The Angels are all miniſtring 
ſpirits, ſent to miniſter for thew, which ſhall receive 
the Inheritance of Salvation. Be zealous of the Di- 
vine: Worſhip, both-in your ſelf, and others, 
ſtrive to be eminent in Purity, and by-virtuousN 4 


lite and. converſation andeavyour -to be a goodſlth. 
; Angely 
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q F Angel, and 24iniſfter of Salvation to yout Neighbour. 
-j Ofthe Holy Patriarchs, and Prophets. 
ra | 
nh 
vl 


Onſider 1. How even from the begining; and 
in times of Infidelity and Idolatry ; wherein 
almoſt the whole World was involved; God was 


JYphets. 1. They perſevered conſtantin the Faith 
and Worſhip of God; upheld and maintained the 
me among the people, and carefully delivered it 
"to their Poſterity. 2. They kept true poverty of 
"I Spirit, in plenty of wealth and riches, and.mmade 
uſe of what they had; not to vanity and oftenta- 
-Ftion, but to the ſervice of God; and benefit of their 
Neighbour, in wotks of charity. 3. Natwithſtand- 
Ying the multitudeof temporal affairs, they preſerved 
""Jthemiſelves in the holy fear of God; and were deſpi- 
"I{ers of the bonours, which for their place and de- 
krts were due to them from the people: 
Conſider 2. They did chiefly excel in an atdent 
love of Chriſt; and longing detires and expectation 


the things which you ſee, &c. ſaith our Saviour him- 
klf. And our Lord revealed unto them many Di- 
vine Secrets, and made them privy to the Myſteries 
of his Incarnatibn and Paſſion. In this Faith and 


eIr 
If Hope they lived, and died : 4 theſe departed this #*>: 11.1% 


> 
Bol 


if tife in the Faith, not having received the Promiſes, but 
Ytcbolding them afar off, and ſaluting them; and con- 
"SMfrfing that they are pulgrims and ſtrangers upon the 
by Earth. Be aſhamed that your eſteem, love, and 
"Jzratitude, for theſe benefits graciouſly beſtowed 
*Jupon you, ſhould fall ſhbrt of their affeftions-and 
MIdchires of the ſame, only repreſented ts them; and 


"Fthat afar off. -- 
Hh Confſide? 


l 


perfetly ſerved by the holy Patriarchs and Pro- 


4c 


of his coming; A4any Prophets and Kings deſired to ſee ric-is 1 
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Conſider 3. Their fervour of charity, and love 
towards God ; wherewith they conſtantly endured 
even the greateſt afflictions,” and death.ir ſelf, for 
his ſake : ' Others were racked ( as the Macchabees ) 
zot accepting deliverance, that they might find a better 
Reſurrettion : : Others ( as Jeremy ) had tryal of 
mockeries and ſtripes ; .morever aiſo, of bands and pri- 
ſons (as Micheas ; ): They were ſtoned ( as Zachary ; ) 
T hey were ſawn aſunder (as Ifaie ;) They were tempt- 
ed by allurements of pleaſures ( as Joteph ;) The; 
dicd in the ſlaughter of the ſword ( as the eighty} 
fve Prieſts whom wicked Saul murdered ) Learn 
of theſe Sobriety and Moderation in Proſperity, 
Conftancy and Patience in Adverfity. 


Of the Apoſtles. Part. 1. 


| Hogsraeny 1-What the Apoſtles were when Chriſt 
chole them; thy were poor, ignorant, igno- 
ble, and contemtible in the fight of the workd ; and 
yet our Lord made . choice of them, rather then 
of others. Admire and reverence the wonderful Pro- 
vidence of God herein, who (as the Apoſtle ſaith) 
hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, that he may 


. confound the wiſe, and the weak." things of the 


world, &c. that he may confound the ſtrong ; and 
the :baſe things of the world, 'and the' contempti- 
ble; &c. and thoſe things which. are not, that he 
might deſtroy thoſe things which are, that no fleſh may 
_— 7ST, 4 

- 'Confider, 2. Other particular cauſes of this Ele- 
ction.--- 1. Thatallmight know that the converſion 
of the World was the work of God, not of Man. 
2. That both they and we ſhould underſtand, that 
they were not called for any deſerts of their own, 
but by meer fayour and grace. 3. That being by 
"Ws 1 their 


. 
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their condition .exempted from the cares of tempo- 


ral things, ' they might the better attend to the 


preaching of the Goſpel. 4. That ſo they might 
be fit Preachers of Evangelical Poverty. 5. That 
having in themſelves experience of humane weak- 
neſs and inſufficiency, they might learn to bear 
with others -infirmities : Be humble and little in 
your own eyes, that ſo you may become a fit 
inſtrumentof Gods glory: and be not difmayed for 
your mean parts, and abilittes, knowing that 
God will ſupply whatſoever is wanting, it you 
will but do your endeavour. "2 
Conſider 3. The eminent dignity to which they 
were raiſed. #; To the Diſciples, familiar Com- 
panions , - Friends, and Brethren to the Son of 
God. -2, -To be next after Chriſt ( who was the 
chief Corner-ſtone) ſo many Fundamental Stones 
of his Church, and Princes of his Kingdom: 3. 
To be the DoCtors and Paſtors of the World, the 
AMtimfters of Chrift, and of the New Teſtament; 
and the Diſpenſers of the Ayſteries of God. Theſe 
were prefigured by the twelve Fountains of the 
Deſart:Helims the twelve Precious Stones it the 


poſorion.in the Temple 3 the twelve Stones of which 


- was. built the Altar; - the twelve Oxen that ſu- 


ſtained the Brazen Sea 3 the twelye Lyons of Solo- 
01s Throne ; and the twelye foundations of the 


H eavenly Hieruſalem, GC. 
. Of the Apoſtles. Pare 5. 


TOnſider r. The Gifts of Grace, and powet 
.4 conferred upon the Apoitles, ſaitable to the 
dignity of their Call: 1. Of conſecrating, and 


offering -in .Sacrifice the -Body and Blood of 
= Hh 2 


oN7 
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our Lord. 2. Of Forgiving Sins, and of opening 
and ſhutting Heaven Gates to Men, 3. And 4. Of 
feeding the Flock, and ruling the Church of Chriſt. 
5. Of publiſhing to the world the new Law of 
Grace. 6. Of working Miracles, even greater ther 
Yoſe of Chriſt himſelf: They were endowed with 
gifts of Grace above all the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
and Saints of the Old and New Teſtament ; ſo that 
the Church deſervedly applyeth thoſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt to them : Thy friends, O God, are become 
honourable exceedingly, their Principality 15 exceeding- 
ly ftrengthened, | | 

Conſider 2. How the holy Apoſtles did anſwer 
their Call,and co-operate with their Grace. 1. They 
left all, and followed Chriſt at the firſt Call, and 
remained with himin his temptations.. 2, By. their 
Apoſtolical Preaching, SanCtity of life, working of 
Miracles; by continual labours, perſecutions, ſuf- 
terings, and death it ſelf, they planted the Faith 
of -Chriſt throughout the world, caſt down Idols, 
aboliſhed Vice and Infidelity, and eſtabliſhed 
Virtue and Religion : ſo that there isnothing _m 
and holy in the Church, which proceeded not from 
them; the conſtancy of Martyrs, the Juſtice of 
Confeſſors,, the Purity of Virgins, the Zeal of 
Doctors, the SanCtity of Prieſts , the Rigour of 
Monks and Religious , &c. took their beginning 
from them. | 

Conſider 3. Their Reward. 1. In this life, in 
the wonderful fruit which they dayly reaped of 
their labours ; and chiefly in the interiour Joy and 
Jubily of heart, ſurpaſſing all the joys of the world; 
Peace I leave to you, my peace I prove to your, not as 
the world giveth, do I give to you;, wherein they en- 
joyed to the full the hundred-fold which Chriſt had 
Lromiſed them. 2. In the other life, where ny 

a 
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ſhall ſit as Judges of the world, and even of the 
Angels themſelves ;and after a ſpecial manner ſhall 
eat and drink at Chriſts own Table in his Kingdom, 
where, above the other Saints , they ſhall be filled 


* - 


with the plenty of Gods Hoſe. 
Of Martyrs. 


Onſider 1. The Holy Martyrsare the Seed 
of the Church, and Champions of Chriſt : 
Martyrdom is an a@t. 1. Of the greateſt charity : 
Greater love than this hath no man, that a Mm 
yeeld hu life for his friend. 2. Of Invincible Pati- 
ence and Fortitude, i contemning all manner of tor- 
ments, and death it felf, 3. Of Religion, 1t being 
an entire Sacrifice of the whole man, and perfect 
Holocauſt. 4. Of the perfefteſt Imitation of 
Chriſt: If any man will come after me (ſaith Chriſt) 
let him take up his Croſs, and follow me. 
' Conſider 2. There are divers ſorts of Martyrs : 
1. Thoſe who have ſuffered death for the Faith of 
Chriſt, among Infidels and Hereticks 3 of which 
ſort there have been innumerable in Gods Church. 
2. For defence of the Truth, as St. John Baptiſt, 
Iſaie , Jeremy, 3. For the obſervance of the 
Divine Law, asthe acchabees. 4. For defence of 
the Churches Liberties and Immunities, as St. 


| Thomas of Canterbury, 5. For their own Piety 


and Virtue , as eAbe! the Juſt. Beſides theſe , 
there are other true Martyrs, who though not in 
their Body, have ſuffered interiour]y in their Mind : 
AS 1. TheB. Virgin, whoſe Soul was pierced with 
the Sword of Grief, and is deſervedly ſtiled the 
Queen of Martyrs. - 2.. Holy Hermits, Virgins, 
and the truly Religions, who all their life time 


have crucified their fleſh , with its cencupiſ- 
mad 3,- Cences z 
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cences. among whom, FE through. the long 
durance of their fufterings, have not only equa- 
lized but alſo ſurpaſſed in Merit the ſharp tor- 
ments of Martyrs. 

Conſider 3. Their reward, 1. Of Heavenly 
comfort and conſolation, which was oftentimes 
ſo great, that it made them inſenſible of their 
rorments: 2. Of ſecurity of their future happi- 
neſs: In your patience you ſhall poſſeſs your Sonts. 
Whence S. Auguſtine, . He that fra for a_Mar- 
tyr, doth an wjury t0 the Martyr. Of a ſpe- 
cial crawnof Glory in Heaven above all otherSaints. 

4. Of particular honour which the . whole Church 
doth them in celebrating their. Feaſts (Hext to thoſe 
of the Apoſtles) both more frequently, and ſo- 
temnly : So that moſt true is that. of: the Pſalmiſt; 
Precious in the ſight of God 1s the. death of his Saints. 
See that you nb aright their Feſtivities, that 
is, by imitation of their Virtues ; for. (as S. Au- 


Serm. 47. £uſtine faith ). The ſolemnities of Martyrs, are ſoma- 


gd $angis, 


ny exhortations ts Martyrdom, at laſt of ſelt-lovey 


inordinate Paſſions, and vicious Appetites. 


Ofthe DoRtars of the Charch: - 


'Onſider 1. Almighty God hath provided ig 
Church with holy Doctors, wham he hath en- 
dowed with all manner of Wiſdomand knowledge, 
Humane and Divive z and this they obtained, not 
{0 ch by their own ſedulous ſtydy. and labour, 
35 1. By contioual Prayer, wherewith they hum- 
bly i it of God the Anthor-of all Science and 
Wiſdom. 2. By Purity of Life ,-; whereby they 
became pure Glaſſes aud V_ fit to receive: 
the Rays of Divine Light. 'By Humility , 
whereby they ſubmitted both to one another ; 

Al 
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and to the Senſe and Definitions of the Church. 
If you deſire to partake of their. Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, make uſe of the ſame means. 

* Conlider 2. Their ſtudy was not meerly to know, 
which is but an 1dle curioſity, nor 'to be known, 


which is Vanity, nor to'get, which the baſe Ly- 


(FE But r,- To further their' own Salvation, 
. For the good of their Neighbour. 3. For the 
ec of the holy Faith , defence of the 
Church, and glory of God, Examine what your 
labours tend to, curiolity, Vanity, or the Glory 
of God « See that you imploy your Learning, and 
other Talents, norindeyiling, or upholding new- 
tangled Doctrines, but in zZealonily ' maintaining 
the known, received, and approved Tenems of 
the Church. | 
Conſider 3: The admirable fruits of theirlabors: 
7. They have illuftrated the whole, Church. with 
their holy Sermons, and Writings. -, 2, They have 
opened the ſenſe of Holy Scriptures, declared the 
Myiſtertes of our Faith, maintained; and propa- 
gated Truth and Religion. 3. They have expel- 
led Ignorance, corrected Errours, vanquiſhed In- 
fidelity, Hereſfieand Vice, bringing Infidels to the 
Faith, - Hereticks tothe Church, Sinners to Repen- 
tance.' ;4. They have wonderfully promoted P1- 
ety throughout the whole Chriſtian World, by their 
zealous Preaching, by their admirable Documents 
inallmanner of Virtue, and by the exemplary Sau- 
Ctity of their Lite and Converſation: So that the 
Holy Church doth deſervedly apply to them what 
our Saviour ſaid to his Apoſtles, Yor are the Salt 
of the Earth, &c, Ton are the Light of the World, &C. 
See how the: properties of each .* agree with them ; ; 
conſider withal,. their ſpecial reward in Heaven 
above other Saints: They that be learned ( in 
TE Hh 4. the 
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. the Law of God ) ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
Firman.ent ; andthey that inſtruft many to Juſtice, FY 
the Stars for ever and gver. 


Of Holy Biſhops, ' Chnfedors. 


? Onſider 1. Almighty God, out of his Paternal 


Providence, hath raiſed ſome among men, 
who ſhould be 1. As Fathers to others, in beget- 
ting them ———_—_ to Chriſt. ' 2. As Paſtors, 
by governing, and eeding them with the Paſture 
of Divine Da&rine. 3. As Leaders and Guides 
towards their Heavenly Country. 4- As Mediators 
between God and Men, to appeaſe his wrath againſt 
them. 5. As Legats to repreſent their neceſſities 
to God, and to declare his will to them. 6. As 
High- Prieſts, in the name of the whole Church, to 
do Divine Worſhip and Honour to God, to of. 
fer Sacrifice, to preſent our Prayers, Oblations, 
and Thankſgivings ; and by means of theſe Duties, 
£0 obtain for us the return of heavenly bleſſings. 
Theſe were the proper Offices and Functions of the 


_ Holy Biſhops. 


Conſider 2. In regard the Calling of Biſhops is 
the ſame with that of the Apoſtles, whoſe Succe(- 
tors they are, God endowed them with ſpecial 
Gifts of Grace and Virtue, anſwerable to the Dijg- 
nity and End of their Calling, Ponder therefore 
z. Their Apoſtolical Spirit, and zeal 1n all things 
telonging to the ſervice of God, and good of Souls. 
2. Wiſdom in governing their Flock. 3. Fulneſs 
of Faith and Devotion in themſelves, and indefa- 
tigable endeavour of propagating the fame in 0- 
thers.© 4. Profound Knowledge in Scripture. 

Interiour Light, Purity, and PerfeCtion, joyni- 
ed with the Eminency of Doctrine, to purge, 
illuminate, 
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iluminate, and perfeCt Souls committed to their 
charge. | a | 
Conſiders .How welt they correſponded with the 
Grace of their Vocation, both as to themſelves, and 
their flock : For 1. They were Holy, andItrepre- 
henſible in their Life and Converſation, as per- 
ſons of another world, and conſecrated to God. 
:, Notwithſtanding their Eminent Dignity, and the 
honours done them by men, they were humble of 
heart, Deſpiſersof themſelves, and ambitions of 
nothing but to ſerve, and do good to all. 3. They 
were poor of Spirit, though in poſſeſſion of great 
Revenues, which they imployed not in ſuperflui- 
ties upon themſelves, or their Relatians, but in 
relief of the Poor, neceſſities of Virgins, Pupils, 
and Orphans, and in other Works and Monuments 
of Piety. ASs to their Flock, they were always 
tent, C—_ the full the abovementioned 
Offices of Fathers, Paſtors, Guides, Mediators, Le- 
rats, and High-Priefts, by Sacrifices and Sacra- 
nents, by inceſſant Prayer, by Counſel, Exhor- 
ation , Preaching , &c. Rememher therefore jy; x; 5, 
vith gratitude your Prelates ( ſaith the Apoſtle) 
which have ſpoken the word of God to you , whoſe 
aith follow , remembring the end of their conver ſa- 
19s, and other Virtues.” | 


of the Patriarchs or Founders of Religious 
Orders. 


O% Bleſſed Lord to maintain in his Church the 
Y fervour which he inſpired in the Primitive 
Chriſtians, hath inſtituted ſeveral Religious Or- 
ers, as ſo many Schools of Evangelical Perfe- 
$10". -For the Founding of theſe, he raiſed men 


trom 
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from nothing- (as he formerly did his Apoſtles )| 


h, again 


Fle 


wer 


lar ary, rw and Rule. 4. RI 5 - 


EContinual Prayer, Reading; a 

ciſes. 6, Penance, and petfe(Þ Mortification of the c 
whole Man, Interior, and Exterior ; By all whichſ,,. 
means ( As the;Apoltle ſpeaketh ) they have cr Het x F ] 
ed their fleſh, with the affections andiluſts, |; « Thee 
- Conlider 3, Againlt the Devil, they expoſedg.... 
I.Profound Humility, and contempt of themſelves x 
2. The Vow of Perfect Obedience, requiring ofi.q 
| | | che * 
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Jicic Followers entire reſignation of their wills and 
mſ{dments into the hands of their Superiors. 3. 
ſively and vigorovys' Faith,. working always con- 
nk:rmably. to it, and according to the Principles 
wh Eternal Verity., 4+, Jnflamed love of God, and 
Sticir Neighbours, ſeeking in all their actions his 
erÞ:cater glory, and their eyerlaſting good; labour- 
Ss both by themſelves, and their Children, to ſup- 
X-Freſs: Infidelity , Hereſie, and Sin, with. zealous 
d- reaching, Teaching, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 

id other Apoſtolical Functions. Extol the good- 

zſs off God, Honopr.andrReverence; thele Saints, 
nd make your benefit, of their Example by Imita- 
noon, according to the ſkate of lite, and, condition 
ou Are 1N, AotitLs 


... . Of ConfeſlorsinGeneral;  . ; 


WW Onſder 1. Under the Name of Confeflors, are 

t IM. underſtood 1. Thoſe. who have gpenly pro- 
[UB:0cd the. Faith of Chriſt before Judges, and after 
the nprifoaments, Chains, 'Torments, and Baniſh- 
.; Þents, ſuffered for:the ſame cauſe, , without fur- 
{eter violence, have dicd in peace.” 2. Thoſe who 
-OBaving, Jeft all they had in the World , have 
Wuſecrated themſelves to God in Religion, living 
gh perpetual Poverty, Chaſtity, Obedience, and Ob- 
- Skrrvance of Religious Diſcipline. 3. All thoſe , 
(Fo not being in any of the above mentioned Ranks 
cnsf Saints, / have led their lives 1a all manner of 
ugrtue and Sanctity, conformable to their ſtate 
$f life,, and Calling. They are called, Confeſ- 
. Ars, becauſe they confeſſed Chriſt. 1. In their 
{ed kart, believing in him, lovigg, and adoring him. 
Ve. With their Tongues, continually praifing, and 
* lefling hum, and giving bim thanks for his _ 
| . US. 
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fits. '3. In their actions, keeping his commandy, 
ments, following his Counſels , and labouring inf 
the exerciſe of good works. Imitate theſe hol, 
Saints, and endeavour to confeſs, and honour God, 
with your whole heart, and 1n all your ' wordj: 
and actions. i Ba 

| Conſider | 2. Theſe Holy Confeſſors, not con 
tent with the bare obſervance'of Gods command 
ments, and Counſels, laboured to purge their hea 
and affeftionsof all whatſoever was not God, bj 
2 pure and upright intention of his honour and; 


 fervice in all things: Their care and ſtndy wa 


Mart. 10. 32, 
Luc, 12, 8, 


to regulate their thoughts,” ro moderate their aff; 
feftions, to curb their ſenſes, to break ſelf-will; 
and judgment, and by taming the fleſh with faſting 

watching, and other coporal auſterities, to bring 
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Conſider - 3. Of what benefit to the ChurchXz; 
and Merit with God, theſe holy Confeſlors areen; 
1. For that by the ſingular purity and integrity olſy | 
their life, they eaſily appeaſe Gods wrath againliſj., 
finners,- -and obtain bleſſings from him. 2. Forks; 
that thereby, more efficaciouſly then by words, 
they Preach the contempt of the World, and con 
vince by their own example, that there is no Sexh:x« 
Age,Condition or Calling in the Church, which may 
not by the concurrance of Gods Grace, eafily atÞimn 
tain to Virtue and Perfection. Conſider finally. 
their Reward. 1. Every one that ſhall onfele _ 
efer 
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0dBfore men, I alſo will confeſs him before the dngels 

; 1 God, and before my Father which ts in Heaven. 

101g, Of theſe our Lord ſaid, That he will gird himſelf, Luc. 12,33, 
501d make them fit down, at his Nuptial Feaſt in 
riKieaven, and will miniſter unto them. 


= Of Virgins. 


Onſider 1. Holy Virgins are thoſe, who not- 
withſtanding whatſoever enticements, threats, 
romiſes, temptations, &'c. lead their lives in 
Wal Purity of Body and Mind ; and while they 
are yer in fleſh, emulate the perfection of Pure 
pirits, with this advantage of deſert, that what 
NE Rhey are by Nature, theſe arrive unto by. a glo- 
1Fous Victory over their own Nature. Virgins are 
neWecially beloved by Chriſt ; he would have a 
Firgin-Mother, a Virgin for his Precurſor; and 
nong all his Diſciples, he loved beſt the Virgin 
aint Fohn : Virginity (as St. Cyprian affirmeth) 2s cypr. de 
le Flower of the Churches Off-ſpring, the Glory and Dilcip. & 
Wrnament of Spiritual Grace, the Image of Goa, and Virg. 
he moſh Tlluſtrious Portion, or part of Chriſts Flock, 
Conſider 2... Virginity, although it be a ſpecial 
ft of God, is not beſtowed without our concur- 
"F:nce , por conſerved without diligent care; for 
x have this treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, The means ,q , ,. 
erefore to obtain and conſerve itare 1. Mor- 
"OWfcation of the Fleſh by Faſting, Abſtinence, 
Watching , . and other . Corporal Auſterities. 
. Strift guard upon our Senſes , which are the 
"S:tes through which all evil doth enter-1nto our 
Foul. 3. Command over our thoughts , neither 
dmitting , nor even diſputing with any that 
\Sre againſt this Virtue. 4. The avoiding of all 
"$ccaſions that may bring us into the leaſt danger 
5. Earneſt 


- mory of the laſt things. 


Apoc. 14, 


| Vocation. 3. Juſtification. 


Rom, 8: 3o. 


Epheſ, 1. 4. 
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5. Earneſt Prayer to Almighty God, whoſe gift 
is. 6, Humility,-not trufting toour: ſelves, knoy 
ing our \own weakneſs. 7.: Fear of God. '8. Me 


. 


Conſider 3. The Reward, of Virginity. 1, It 
ſufficient Reward to it ſelf, freeing the Soul fra: 
the Tyranny of the Fleſh, and unruly Paſſions, t 
which others are ſubject, and filling the ſame wit 
moft pure.joy, and content, above all the delight 
of the World. 2. Virgins after a ſpeciat maar 
are Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and Spouſes « 
Chriſt, with whom hedelighteth to be : Whenc 
they have that fingular Prerogative above others] 
Heaven, ' that they follow the Lamb whither ſocver 
ſhallgo.' 3 They havea ſpecial crown in Heaver 
like to that of Martyrs :: And S. Ambroſe doth ſti 
Virginity, the Mother of Martyrs, and a gloria 
Martyrdomirt ſelf. Stir your ſelf up to the lovec 
this Heavenly and Angelical Virtue, and makeu 
of the means thathelp toobtainit. - - 3H 
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. - On the Feaſt of any Saint. - 


General Points. 


&S We I 


TOnhder 1. Four things in whatſoever Sai 

' you meditate on. 1. His Predeſtination, 2 
4. Glorihcation ; 2 
carding to that of the Apoſtle, Who he harh.pr 
deftinated,, them alſo het hath called;, and whom he ha 
called, . them alſa he hath juftified;, and whom he ha 
juſtified, them alſo hath he glorified: The Predefi 
7ation, Or Electionta Glary,:was of Gods free gift 
without any deſert of theirs : Before the conftitutio 
of the World, that they ſhould be Holy and wunblamt 
vlein his ſight : Their Yocation; in divers of thei 
y 5's : $14: 


<t 


= 


Meditations of Saints, 
was different 3 ſome were called in their Youth, 


Ml others in their Old Age; ſome by Miracle, others 
J occaſionally : But God hath been wonderful in att; 


Their Fuſtification afforded them great gifts of 
Grace, and ſpecial helps; the chief of which you 
may refle& upon more1y- paryicular : { heir Glo- 
rification, chiefly hw death, by Miracks, Viſions, 
the gift of curing Diſeaſes, and the like. 

Conſider 2. How the Saint, of whom you medi- 


tate, anſwered Gods Call, and praiſed what . he 
| required of all thoſe, that would follow. him, as is 
1 ſet down in the Goſpel ; 1f any man will come after Matt.16.24, 
riff 7c, let him deny bimſolf4 aud takg muy his Croſs, and 


follow me, Ponder how he was 1. Inthe Abnega- 


tion ofingfelt, tyfying his.Fleſhy; Senſes, 
and Appgtites. &$; In { rrying his groſs, that is, 
in maofyfly undergoing tTabours: and pain$-fer- the 
zlory of God, and ſuffering adverſities z ſuch as 
are- Sickneſs, Perſecutions, Aﬀlictions, ' Miſeries. 
&c. 3: In following Chriſt, by the rei of 
all manner of Virtue, in imitation of him. 
Conſider 3. In what particular, and in what 
manner you areto imitate the Saint of whom you 
meditate : Becauſe, asS. Chryſoſtome ſatth, yourwuſt Chrycoſt, 


inirate, 5f youpraiſe ; or muſt not praiſe; if yourefuſe **3" 


t0 imitate : And we might be what the Saints are, if imitan 


. brev. 7,N9- 
Te would do what they did. _ vemb. 
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To the oreater Glory of God, His 
Blefled Virgin-Mother, and all his 


_ Saints, 
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| To the Reader. + 


Hereas the Sundays Meditations throught 
| ' the Year, according to the Authors þ; 
bution, are diretted chiefly in order to Holy Commun ( 
2401, with little refieton upon the proper matter, os ſul 
gett of the current Goſpel; I thought it would coudy 

to the general ſatisfattionof all, to adjoyn in th plaſſcy, 
ſome eaſie Method, whereby might be aſſigned to eaſ 
Sunday its proper Goſpel, which might afford mar 
both of Mental Prayer, for thoſe who deſire to meaſſeyt 
eare weekly on the Goſpel of the Sunday,and of Diſcourſ. | 
for the benefit of thoſe who have not always at hand rl 
dy matter for their Funtttons of Preaching and Exhiey 
tation : To which purpoſe I have here ſet down a Tall, 
repreſenting 1. Each Sunday according tg. ts order intiyy, 
Churches P acnday. 2. "The ſubject of the Goſpeſ;1.. 
3. The Chapter and Verſe, by which the Goſpel mag, 
be found in the Holy Bible. 4. The Page of this Bod the 
which doth direct you to your Meattation, 1, In refq,. 
rence to Holy Communion, 2. To the ſubject of thi, 
' Smndays Goſpel. Ana becauſe many Sundays have ml,j,. 
in this Journal their proper Goſpel, I have ſupplyed tlif,,y, 
want, with as many e Meaitations taken chiefly out ff}. . 
Buſeus, a kzown and approved ſpiritual Author, 
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L SUNDAY of ble 


F ky latter Judgment, Luke 21. ver. 2x. 
lo'; Page 4o.' ſee page 33, &c. allo page 30, 
31, of fp wer Judgment. 
Il. Suday of Advent. 
of S.. ohm Meſſage to Chriſt, 2atr.11.2. Page 48. 
ay ſte Te Page 351, = 
I. Stnday y after Advent. 
n yof the Jews Meſlage to 5 John, Fo. I.19 - Page 56. 
ſee Pape 292, &c._ 
IV. Suwday of Advent. 
ROf S:*FoÞns Soft preachin inthe Deſart, Luke 3.1. 
; In the fifteenth y year of Tiberius Ceſar, &c. The 
Word of the Lord was made 3 por John the ſon of Za- 
pe chary nt the Defart.. Confi as 1. How S. Fohns and 
Jour -Lords pr preaching took their beginning from 
J'he Defart'; that you ſhould love holy Solitude, 
and retiredneſs, 'as the fitteſt diſpoſition to receive 
JGods Inſpirations; I will lead her (the Soul ) into 
tbe Wilderneſs, and will ſpeak, to. her Heart. Think 
Iwhere are now thoſe great ones whoare mentioned 
Jin this Goſpel 3 the Romari Emperour, and Preſi- 
dent, *the Tetrarchs, and High Prieſts z they are 
all Yone, and their memory is kept here, not for 
their own ſakes, but to. evidence to the world the 
Fl Incarnation and Paſſion of our Lord , of which 
they were remarkable Witneſles , and Actors. 
Admire not therefore, nor regard the mor 
an 


. 


Oſce 2, 143 


Proy, 10, 7. 


Mat, 3+ 23, 


x Jo, 1, 8, 


LUCs 13. Zo 


x Cor, 1,30» 
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and proſperity of ſuch in this life, but rather think . 
what all will come to at laſt ; The name of the Impi | 
04 ſhall rot. | 
Conſider 2. He preached the Baptiſm of Penance 

unto remiſſion of ſins; that is, preparing mens 
Hearts to receive the ſame afterwards by the Faith 
and Baptiſm of Chriſt. "Think how important a 
thing Penance is : 1. For that it was the principal C 
ſubject of S. Fohns ; of. Chriſts, and his Apoſtle 
preaching 3 all crying out to their Auditors, D 
Penance. 2. Becauſe we areall ſinners, and ſtand|C 
inneed of Penance : If we foal [%y that we have n 
ſin, we ſeduce our ſetves, . 3. For that as Chri 
faith, Unleſs you have penance, you ſhall all periſh C 
See you alſo do Penance, and yield fruws worthy 0 
Penance, that 1s, ſatisfactory works, amendmen 
of life, &c. CT Eo 

* Conſider 3: Prepare the way of our Lord, makg* 
ftreight his paths 5, Every Valley ſhall be filled, and eve] 
ry Mountain and Hill ſhall be made low, and crook: Q 
ed things ſhall become ſtraight, and rough ways plain 
Our preparation therefore againſt the. coming © 
Chriſt muſt be 1. By levelling the Mountains whic 
Pride and Vanity have raiſed in our Heart, , 2.B 
filling up the empty Valleys of flothfulneſs and pu 
fillanimity. 3. By reCtifying our crooked. inten 
tions. 4. By correCting the roughneſs of Anger]; 
Hatred, Envy, andother paſſions, ſo as to becom 
of an even temper, and agrecable converſatio 
withall: Think laſtly, what a happineſs is. proq 
miſed us in thoſe words, Ard all fleſh ſhall ſee the ſal} - 
vation of God , that is, CHRIST FESUS 
who 1s made unto us Wiſdom from Ged, and Futice 
Santtification, and Redemption, © 


O 


RI 


throughoat the Year 
inks . Sunday within the Oftave of the Nativity. 
"hi- Of what paſſed with Simeon, Anna, &c; Lur. 2.33: 

ſee page 100, &c. 

T6 Sunday within the Oftave of Epiphany, 
ens} Of our Lords going up to the Temple, &c; Luc. 2. 
ith] 42+ Page 115, ©c. ſee page 123, 124. 
it 3 II. Sunday after Epiphany. | 
pal] Of the Marriage in Galilee, Fo. 2. 1. page 96. ſee 
tley Page 320, &c. | 
Di III. Sunday after Epiphany =—=—=—@F- 
znd] Of the Leper and the Centurions ſervarit, 2at.8.1 : 
2 1) Page 105. ſee page 397, &c. and again 384, &c: 
riſt IV. Sunday after Epiph. 
iſh] Of allaying the Tempeſt at Sea, ar. 8. 23. page 
/ of 114. ſeepage 358, &c. 
eng .. -- V. Sunday after Epiph. 

Of the good Seed and the Cockle, at. 13.24.page 
ahg 122. ſee page 446, &c, = | 
vel . | VI. Sunday after Epiph, 
o;JOf the Muſtard-ſeed, Jar: 13: 31. page 129; ſee 


ain] PABE 447+ | | 
Of. Septuageſm Sunday. | 
ic|Of the Workmen ſent into the Vineyard, ar. 20.1; 
By Page 133. ſee page 429, &c: 
pul. Sexageſm Suiday. 
enjOt the Sower, Luc. 8, 4. page 140. ſee page 445: 
erl- —__ Quinquageſm Sunday. == 
mdOtf Chriſts foretelling his Paſſion, and of the blind 
:0J Man, LZnc:18. 31; page 141. ſee page 148. and 
-0J again, 408, &c. EE: 
lll -- | I Sunday of Lent. _— 
 c(Of Chriſts Temptations inthe Deſert, «ar. 4 1: 
cel PAgE 157. ſeefrom page 297. to page 303. 
” =? | IE. Sanday of Lent.-: 

Of our Lords Transfiguration, Agr, 17.1.page166; 
1, ice frem page 366. topage 369;  , 
6 K k HI. Sunday 


Gal. 5, 17, 
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IH. Sunday of Lent. 
Of the Dumb Devil, Zrc. 11. 14. page 175- 

Conſider 1. Chriſt having caſt out a dumb Devil, 
certain of. them ſaid, 1n Beelzebub the Prine of Devil: 
he caſteth-'out Devils. Obſerve here the goodneſs 
of God on: the -one fide, in doing good to men, 
and turning out Devils; and the perverſenels of 
menon the other, in calumniating the good, and 
aſcribing it to the Devil. Ponder Chriſts anſwer, 
Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, ſhall be mat 
acſolate.. Think how your heart is divided, The 
fieſh luſting againſt the ſpirit, andthe ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh; and ſee you bring this 1n pertect ſubjection 
to the ſpirit. Beg of Chriſt that 7 the ſpirit of 
God he would caſt out Devils, that 1s, all fin, out 
of your heart, that the Kingdom of God may come 
11p02 YOu.” * : 

Conſider 2. What Chriſt faith, That when the 
rnclean ſpirit ſhall depart ont of a Man, &c. he goeth, 
end taketh ſeven other ſpirits worſe than himſelf, ana 
entring in, they awell there : And the laſt ſtate of that 
man be made worfe than the firffT. Doth not the ſame 
happen to moſt Men after Baptiſm by the ſeven 
deadly fins, which they give way unto ? Doth it 


not alſo happen ſometimes after a Converſion from | 


the World, that ſome - return back far worſe than 
ever they were before ? See therefore you keep the 
Gates of your Senſes well ſhut againſt the Devil, 
and all-in; but'be fure, what ever you do, you 
let not either awe/ in your heart. | 
Conſider 3. The ſpecial Bleſſings attributed to 


the Sacred Virgin in this Goſpel 3 the one tempo- 


ral, and. relating to Flefh and Blood, of which 
a certain Woman lifting up her voice out of the mul- 
ritude, ſaidtohim, Bleſſed is rhe Womb that bare thee, 
as the Paps that. thou djdff fuck; The other pure- 

Re ly 
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we 


throtghoat the Teas,” | 
ly ſpiritual, of which Chrift pronounced, [chief 
ly in relation to his Bleſſed Mother, Tei rather, 
blefſed are they that hear the word bf God, and keep 
it. The firſt was a ſingular privitkedge of the 
Virgin alone ; the other, rhough hers alſo after 
a more ſpecial manner, is common to many , 
and may be yours if you will: your ſelf: Ad- 
mire and extol that, with the: Woman, and 
with the Church, that uſeth the'ſame words: to 
the Virgin, and make this other your own by um- 
tation. ly. Sunday of Lent.. 
Of five thouſand fed in the Deſert. Fo. 6. 1. page 
133. Ke page 354, 355. ff. * | 
| Paſſion Sunday. | 
Of Chriſts arguing with the Jews,Fo. 8. 46. p.19r. 
Conſider 1.'Chriſt by reaſon of the Beatifical Vi- 
ſion, and hypoſtatical Union; was moſt holy; and 
Irreprehenſible in himfelf, and trrefragable in his 
Doctrine; and by theſe two Titles of Sanctity and 
Veracity, deſervedly claims belief of his Doctrine 
and Authority of rebuking finners; ſaying; Which 
of you ſhall accuſe me of fn? If 1 fay the Trnth, 
why do not you believe me ? O that you could make 
the like challenge! Think whether you do pra- 


| Ctically believe Chrilts DoCftrine,: as to matters of 


Virtne and Perfe&tion 3 and whether you do wil- 
lingly hear the Word of God, and his holy Infpira- 
tions, delivered unto you in Sermons, Exhortatt- 
ons, Pijons Books, cc. and-know , that as he 
that zs of God, heareth the Wordof God; ſo that he 
that hears not, i5 not of God, | 
Confider 2. The jews having faid, Thou art a 
Samaritan, and haſt a Devil, Chriſt filently bear- 
eth the firſt, as a private injury relating only to 
his perſon, as he was Man; but modeſtly deny- 
eth the other, wherein was highly concerned his 
R k 2 Fathers 


Jo.6. 68, 


Mat. 4.4. 
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Fathers, and his own Divine Honour, fay- 
ing, 1 have. no Devil; but I do honour my Fa- 
ther. Well therefore might he ſay, 1 ſeek, not my 


own plory ; there u that ſecketh, and judgeth. Think 


how. contrary. you are in this point to Chriſt: 
Seek in all your actions the greater glory of God, 


| : Reg.2.3% and God will honour you: Whoſoever ſhall glorifie 


ze, I will glorifie him. Seek not revenge 1n af- 
fronts and injuries, but commit your cauſe to 


tel 10.30, God, who ſaith, Revenge belongeth to me, I will repay, 


Conſider 3. Yerily, Yerily, T ſay to you, If any 
one keep my Word, he ſhall not ſee death for ever, 
What greater happineſs and ſecurity can there 
be than this? And yet how few are there that are 
concerned for it ? How many that regard the Max- 
1ms, and Sayings of the World, more than they 
do the Divine Words, Counſels, and Promiſes of 
Chriſt ? But ſee that you ſtick to Chriſt, and ſay 
withS. Peter, Lord; te whom ſhall we go, thou haſt 
the words of Eternal Life * Remember and ponder 
well what Chriſt himſelf ſaid ; Not 7 bread alone 
aoth man live, but in every word that proceedeth from 
the mouth of God. Palm-Sunday. 

Of Chriſts entrance into Feruſalem, Aat. 21.1. page 

2.00. ſee Þ. 142. Faſter Sund, 

Of the Apparition made to the Women, arc.16.1. 
P. 210,1eeP. 213. Low-Sund. 

Of Chriſts apprition to his Diſciples, S. Thomas, 
being preſent, Jo. 20. 19. page 218. ſee page 
221,0c. II. Sund, after Eaſter. 

Of the good Paſtor, Fo. 10. 1 1. page 226. 

Conſider 1. 1 amthe good Paſtor z the good Paſtor 
giveth his life for his Sheep : All that have care of 
others, are Paſtors; Superiours of their Sub- 
jets, Parents of their Children, Houſe-keepers 
of their Family, &c. and eyery one of his own 

Powers, 


wo WefyO 05 Ho A fri poet en ns 


ws An — — _— —_ — "OIRSE""; es 


throughout the Tear. 


Powers, Senſes, Members, &c. We are good 
Paſtors, when we rule, govern, and maintain 
thoſe that are under us, with Counſel, Example, 
Food corporal and ſpiritual: Weare good Sheep, 
when weare innocent, tractable, obedient, patient, 
&c, We lay downour lives, when in oppoſition to 
the Wolves, the World, .the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, we deny our own Wills and judgments , 
refrain our ſenſes, and chuſe rather to die, than 
to offend God mortally in any of them. _ 

Conſider 2. But the Hireling, &c. ſeeth the 
Wolf coming, and leaveth the Sheep , and flicth - 
Weare Hirelings, 1. When in otir good actions, as 
Prayers, Sermons, &c. Weſtek not Gods honour, 
but vain glory, . and eſteem of -the World. - 2. 
When at the Wolfes appearanc, by ſome tempta- 
tion of the Fleſh, or the World, we make no re- 
{iſtance, nor chaſtiſe our Body with Mortifica- 
tion, but fly all Penance, and by too much in- 
dulgence give our Sheep over to be devoured by 
their Enemies z whereby we come both to loſe 
our Sheep, andtitle of Shepherds and Maſters, and 
to fall into the miſerable condition of Slaves; for 
every one which commirterh ' ſin, ts the ſervant, CT xg, 8. 14; 
ſlave, of ſip. 7” 

Conltder 3, 1:know mine, and mine know me, 
It is the property of good Sheep and Shepherd, 
to. know one another : Make it therefore your 
buſineſs, 1. As a good Sheep, to know your Pa- 
ſtor from your Enemy ; to underſtand the Voice of 
God by his Church, and your Superiors, to hear- 
ken to his Inſpirations, ro obey his Counſels 
and Commands , to acknowledge, and love his 
goodneſs and mercy toward you. 2. As a good 
Paſtor, rightly to underſtand your ſelf, to know 


your own weakneſs, infirmities, and imperfeCti- 
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ons ; . to have, an eye upon your interiour Pow- 
ers, to overſee, and rule your exteriour ſenſes ; 
ſay with S. Augiſtiz ,. Lord , that I may kyow thee, 
and know my ſelf. OO | 
"UL. Sunday after Eaſter, 


Page Sq: 4 | 

onlider 1. A little while, and now you ſhall not 
ſee ze, being taken from you by my Paſſion, and 
Death 3 And again, a little while , .and you ſhall 
ſee me ,- In my Rerureection , . thobgh but for a 
little while, beeauſe I go ro the Father : Chrilt 
here mingleth ſorrow. with joys ; bur firſt ſor- 
row, then joysz centrariwiſe,* the World firſt 
propoſeth joys,. .pleaſures, and' content, but at 
laſt bringethall to lgrrow and miſery ; Yerily, Ve- 
rily, I ſay unto yok, thas you ſhall weep. and lament, 
but the World ſhall rejoyce. Obſerve the different 
lot of Chriſts, and. the Worlds Diſciples, in this 
lite, .and chuſe which you will have to be yours; 
but know withal, that your ſorrow ſhall be turn- 
Sz MMC 5. 

_ Conſider 2. Chriſt compareth the. Apoſtles joy 
for his Reſurrection, after their ſorrow for his 


Paſſion (the ſame is of the happineſs of the next 


life, after the labours of this );, to the joy of a 
Woman after the travel of Childbirth ; becauſe 
both theſe griefsare bitter, both ſhort, both full of 
danger, and are afterwards both turned into joy 
ſuitable to their ſprroaws, and. as there, ſo here, 
the cauſe of pain is alſo cauſe of comfort : A wo- 
warn when ſhe travelleth hath ſorrow, becauſe her hor 
25 come ; but when ſhe bath brought forth the child, 
mow ſhe remembreth ' not the anguiſh, for joy that 4 
Aan' rs born into the World, Reflect upon each 
— SER 
= Conſi- 


Chriſt comforteth bis Diſciples ,- Foh. 16. 16. | 
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Conſider 3. What followeth : 1will ſee you again, 
and your heart ſhall rejoyce , and your joy no man 


ſhall take from you. Thus our tribulation, which at 2 Cor.4; 15, 


preſent 1s momentary and light, worketh above meaſure 
exceedingly an eternal weight of glory in #5: On the 
contrary, the Worldlings for the ſhort and mo- 
mentary delight which they enjoyed in this life, 
are puniſhed with everlaſting torments in the next; 


whence Fob ſaid of them, They lead their lives jn Job 21, 13. 


wealth, and jollity, and in 4 moment they go down to 
Hell. Tmprint in your memory, thoſe words of 


Abraham to the Rich Glutton ; Remember that thou Luc. 6, 15, 


aidſt receive good things in thy lifetime, aud Laza- 
rus likewiſe evil, but now he 15. comforted, and thou 
tormented, IV. Sunday after Eaſter. 

Chriſt treateth of his going, and ſending the Holy 

Ghoſt, Fo. 16. 5. page 242+ - 

Conſider 1, 1 go to hjm that ſent me, &c, It is 
expedient for you that I go.: Tt was alſo expedient 
for him ſo to. take polleſſion of his Glory; but 
unmindful of his own, he 1s concerned for our 
good. O that you were fo for his honour! 7f 7 
$0 ot, the Paraclet or Comforter will not come to you 

ut if I go, I will ſend him to you. Thelove which 
the Apoſtles bare to Chriſt was mixed with ſome 
humane affeftion; wherefore to refine this, and 
make it purely ſpiritual, it was neceſlary he ſhould 
ſubſtract himſelt from them: If the affection to 
Chriſts Sacred Humanity was a hinderance to the 
receiving of the Divine Spirit, how much more 
the affection to other fleſh and blood, though in, 
ſpiritual and holy perſons ? 

Conſider 2. Ard when he is come, he ſhall accuſe 
the World of ſin, and of juſtice, and of judgment < 


The Holy Ghoſt doth accuſe the World of fin ( faith gen ger. 


S. Bernard) becauſe it diſſembles ;, of juſtice, which it 
KK 4 
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oth not rjohtly order, while it attributes the ſameta | 


man, not to God; of judgment, which it furps, while 
i judgeth raſhly, not only of it ſelf, but others too, 
Think. what the Divine Spirit may accuſe you of ; 
bring your aCtions to light, and be not of the num- 
þer of thoſe that 4o i/t, and come not tothe light, that 
their works may not be controuled ; know that 3f we 
did judge our ſelves, we ſhould not be judged. 
Conſider 3. When he, the ſpirit of truth cometh, 
be ſhall teach you all truth, This 1s a promiſe made 
ro the Church : He fhall not ſpeak,of himſelf, that 
is, not only of himſelf, but alſo from the Father, 
and the Son, from whom he proceedeth , and 
from whom he is ſent, but whar things ſoever he ſhall 
bear from them, he ſhall fpeak. Think how well 
grounded the Faith is which you have from the 
Church, the Church from the Divine Spirit, the 
Spirit from Chriſt, Chriſt from the Eternal Father: 
He ſhall glorifie me, becauſe he ſhall receive of mine, 
and ſhall ſhew to you; confirming to them the Do- 
CErine of Chriſt, perfefting their Underſtanding, 
opening the ſenſe of Scriptures, &c. Rejoyce and 
be grateful for ſo great benefits beſtowed upon the 
Church for your good.  - 
| | V. Swmday after Eaſter. 
Chriſt recommendethPrayer to hisDiſciples,F0.16. 
23.P.250,0c. Aſcenſion day. l OW 
Of the Myſtery, Adarc. 16. 14. page 255, &c. 


Sunday in the Oftaye. 


Of the H. Ghoſt, and of the Apoſtles Perſecutions, 
70. 15. 26,27. and 16. 1, &c. page 258, 
Conſider 1. When the Paraclet or Comforter com- 

eth, whom 1 will ſend from the Father, even the ſpirit 

of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall 
gree teſtimony of me. Chriſt to raiſe in his Diſciples 

2 deſire and love of the Divine Spirit, doth 


ſpeak 
much 


throughout the Tear. 


much of him, at his departurez and here he ac- 
quaints them with two chief properties: r. That 
he is aParacler, that is, Comforter ; for he it is, 
that comforteth 244 11 all our tribulation; and the 
Chorch calleth him , The beſ# Comforter, and the 
ſweer Gueſt of our Soul ; being indeed a ſweet re- 
freſhment, tempering the heats of our concupiſcen- 
ces and paſſions; Reſt and Eaſe to us in our Lahors, 
Solace and Comfort in our Tears, and Aſflictions. In- 
vite this Divine Comforter to your Heart,and refuſe 
all other comfort and fatisfaftion from Creatures. 

Conſider 2. The other property of being the Spr- 
rit of Truth. 1. For that he proceeds from the 
Son, whois the Wiſdom of the Father, the Way, 
the Trath, and the Life. 2. Becauſe he is ſent to 
manifeſt the truth of Ghriſts Doctrine, of his be- 
ing the true Mefſias, Son of God, and Saviour of 
the World. 3. For that he giveth teſtimony of 
the New Teſtament, which is of Truth it ſelf, 
whereofthe Old Teſtament was but a ſhadow.4.For 
that he is the Author of all Truth z Ard you ſhall 
give teftjymony. Ponder hete the infinite Dignity 
of the Apoſtles, and of their Succeſſors, the Prieſts 
of Gods Church, in that they are joyned in teſti- 
mony of Chriſts Deity, and of all the other Myſte- 
ries of Faith, even with the Holy Ghoſt himſelf: 
Admire, reverence, and defend this Divine Au- 
thority of the Church. . - 

Conſider 3. Chriſt forewarns his Diſciples of 
their perſecutions. 1. That they be not ſcandalized, 
troubled, or diſheartned, when they happen. 2. 
'That they ſhould know what they were to truſt 
to, and what they were called for, and that they 
might not think them to fall out by chance, &c. 
3. That they might prepare, and arm themſelves 
againſt them with Patience and Fortitude, 4- _ 

X when 
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when the hour ſhall come, theymight have the comfort 
to remember that he told them : They will caſt you out 
of the Synagogues : And every one which killeth you, 
will think, that he doth ſervice to God. Think 
whether you would be content to be an outcaſt,con- 
temned and deſpiſed by men, and even to ſuffer 
death for Chriſt. Whitſunday. 

Of the Myſtery, Goſpel, Fo. 14. 23. page 265. &c. 

Trinity Sunday. 

Chriſt Commiſſioneth his Diſciples to Baptize in 
the Name of the B. Trinity, /Matt.28.18.page2 72, 
273, 274, 275. whichare of the Myſtery. 

Conſider 1. All power z given to me in Heaven and 

Earth : Chrift had this Power: 1. As God, from - 

all Eternity. 2. As Man, in the very inſtant of his 

Incarnation, by right of the Hypoſtatical Union. 

3. Through the Merit of his Pailion and Death, as 


. to the pertett uſe and exerciſe of it. Hence it fol- 


loweth, that we have a Triple Obligation of ſerv- 
ing him. 1. As ourGod, by his Deity. - 2. As the 
Sovereign Lord, and Head of all Mankind, by his 
Incarnation. 3. As our. Saviour and Redeemer, by 
his Death and Paſſion. He hath exerciſed his Pow- 
er tothe full for your good : See that you fnlfil your 
duty 1n ſerving him. Ts 
Conſider 2. Going therefore teach ye all Nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Sor and of the Holy Ghoſt. By virtue of his Divine 
Power he doth Authoriſe and Commiſſion his Diſ- 
Ciples. 1. To go and teach what he had taught 
them. 2. To Baptize them in the name of the 
B. Trinity, that by the benefit of Baptiſm, they 
might obtain Divine Faith, Remiſſion of their ſins, 
Grace, and Everlaſting Glory. 3. To deliver unto 
them Chriſts new Law, Precepts, and Councils, 
reaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
commanded you, : | Conlt- 


_ throughout the Near, 


Conſider 3. Andbebold 1 am with you always, even 
to the conſummation of the morld : Chriſt is with us : 
1. As God, by his Immenſity. 2. As Sod and Man, 
by his Preſence inthe Holy Euchariſt. 3. By Ha- 
bitual and Actual Grace, enabling us to aft Super- 
naturally, in order to, our End. 4. By a ſpecial 
Providence, governing and directing every one to- 
wards the attaining to the perfection of their Voca- 
tion. F. After a ſpecial manner he is with the 


whole Church, and principal Members thereof, 


aſliſting them with his Divine Wiſdom, and Vera- 
city, in their Councils, and Definitions, Inter- 
pretation of Scriptures, and Government z and 
arming them with his Omnipotent Power againſt 
Perſecutions, Herefie, and Infidelity ; ſo that the 
Gates of Hell ſhall not be able to prevail againſt 
them. Be grateful for theſe benefits ,, and en- 
deavour to bealways preſent with him in mind and 
On the ſame day, as being the 1. Sunday after Pentecoſt, 
the Goſpel is chiefly of Mercy, £Z«c. 6. 36. for 
which ſee page 336. _ 
2 © Corpus Chiiſtiday.. 
Of the Myſtery, F0. 6. 55. page 276, &c. 
© ©» Sturiday in the Oftave of Corpus Chriſti. 
Of the great Supper, Zuc. 1416. page 280, &c. 
ſee page 431,433 | 
*-... II. Swnday after Pentecoſt. 
Of the loſt ſheep, Lc. 15. 1. page 2898. ſee page 
482+... IV. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
cit teacheth, &c. out of Peters Ship, Zuc. 5. 1. 


7 


- 


Page 396. 


Conſider 1. The multitudes preſling, our Lord 
went up into-Peters Ship z and that being broughr 
back a little from the Land, fitting, he raught the 
mnultitades from the ſhig. Ponder with what _ 

| The 
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the people did run to hear the Word of God; be 
aſhamed of your own dulneſsherein, and eagerneſs 
of hearing Toys, News, and Reports of the 
World : Chriſt teacheth from Peters Boat, from 
which we are all to take the Word of God, our 
Faith, and the hopes of our Salvation, out of which 
there is none. Obſerve how the Boat was brought 
from the Land, to teach us, that the Preachers 
Life and Doctrine muſt not be worldly, but Ce- 
leſtial. | 

Conſider 2. As he ceaſed to ſpeak, he ſaid to S1- 
non, Launch forth into the deeep, and let looſe your 
Nets for a dranugbt. Tt is Chriſt that moves our 
Heart in Sermons, but 'tis our part to co-operate, 
to launch forth into the deep, by proceeding al- 
ways forwards, and raiſing our intentions and de- 
fires to heavenly things, and to /ooſe ouwr Nets by a 
forwardneſs, and endeavour of profiting upon all 
occaſions : Peter anſwered, Labouring all night, we 
bave taken nothing : Such are the fruits of worldly 
cares and labours ; and in the Night of Sin nothing 
is gained in order to Eternal Life : We muſt there- 
fore looſe our Nets in Chriſts Name , and upon 
his Word, by a ſincere intention of ſerving and 
obeying him. 

Confider 3. And whes they had done this, they taclo- 
ſed averygreat multitude of Fiſhes, and their Net was 
broken: Whereupon Peter fell down at FESUS's 
knees, ſaying, Depart from me, for I am a ſinful 
man, Ponder here: 1 Peter lendeth Chriſt ' his 
empty Boat, and receives it full of Fiſh, and is 
well enough content to have his Net broken in- ſo 
profitablea ſervice: Soought we, in temporal loſ- 
ſes,that are accompanied with great ſpiritual gains. 
2. Peter out of Humility falleth upon his knees, and 
1s made the Fiſher of men 3 From this time thou _ 

catc 


throughout the Year. 


catch men.z.Upon the ſame account he willeth Chriſt 
to go from him, and thereby came the nearer unto 
him ; for leaving all things,they followed him. Ponder 
each particular,and gather ſomething for your own 
profit. V. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of the obſervance of the Law, arr. 5. 21. p. 304. 

Conſider 1. Unleſs your Fuſtice exceed that of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, you fhall nos enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, The Phariſees did often faſt, they 
prayed much in the Temple,and inthe Streets, they 
gave the Tythes of what they had, they gave God 
thanks for his benefits, they carried the Law gbout 
them, in the Hem of their Garments, &c. Do you 
doas much? Yet all this was nothing but an out- 
ward ſhew of Virtue, and only ceremonious obſer- 
vances of their own : The Juſtice of a Chriſtian 
muſt be internal, and real, conſiſting in a pure 
intention of Gods Honour in all things, inthe ex- 
erciſe of Chriſtian Virtue, chiefly of Charity , 
Patience, Humility, &c. in ſubduing our Paſ- 
ſions, evil Inclinations, and Aﬀections, and the 
like. | 

Conſider 2. Jt was ſaid to them of old, thou ſhalt 
zot kill, &&c. But 1 ſay unto you, that whoſoever 15 
angry with his Brother, ſhall be in danger of judgment, 
&c. Ponder the excellency of the New Law above 
the Old. 1. That, which was given toa dull and 
earthly people, prohibited only groſs thing 3 this 
forbiddeth even little imperfections. 2. That went 
no further thanthe outward appearance; this paſ- 
{eth to the interior affeCtionsof the mind. 3. That 
propoſed no other than temporal reward ; this 
everlaſting. Think what perfection God requir- 
eth of you, according to your Calling, and be ſure 


| you come not behind the Phariſees, upon peril of 


your Salvation. 
| Conſider 


x Cor. 10.17. 
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Conſider 3. And imprint in your heart and me: 
mory thoſe words of Thriſt: 1f thos offer thy gift at 
the Altar, and there xemembreft that thy Brother hath 
ought againſt thee, leave there thy Offering before the 
Altar.and go firſt to be;reconciled to thyBrother.Frater- 
nal Charity is {o neceſſary, that no Sacrifice, nor 
Divine Worſhip, can be acceptable to God without 
it; and if thisin the Old Law, how much more in 
the New ? and in the Sacrifice of Maſs, and Com- 
munion of the Holy Euchariſt ? which 1s the Sacra- 
ment of Union ; for we are oe body, all that partici- 
pate of one bread.Obſerve how God vouchſateth to ac- 
cept of our poor duties as offerings and gifts, where- 
as they are indeed his own gifts, and bringing no 
good to him from us. VI. Smund. after Pent. 
Of the ſeven Loaves, arc. 8. 1. p. 312. 
Conſider 1. FESUS calling his Diſciples together,he 
faithto them, Thave compaſſion upon the multitude, be- 
caufe loe three daies now they have continued with ane,e1s 
ther have they what to eat ; And if I diſmiſs them faſt= 
zng into their home they will faint in the way. This is 2 
perfect Embleme of our condition in this World, 
where,even at the beſt, we are an object of compaſ- 
{ton : The World 1s a Deſert, an habitation of wild 
beaſts,and void of all good, having nothing where- 
on our Immortal Soul can feed,and fatiate it ſelf;we 
are as far off from our heavenly Country,and ready 
to faint, and ſail in our way home ; happy only in 
this, if we keep company with JESUS, and can 
be content. to endzre with him. | 
Conhider 2. Chrifts infinite goodneſs: 1. In ha- 
ving compaſſion of their condition. 2. In conſult- 
ing with his Diſciples for Redreſs: 3. In making rhe 
multitude fit down upon the ground. 4. In diſtributing 
amongſt them that little proviſron which he had 
tor himſelf, and his Diſciples; all which he did; 
: groing 
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giving thanks, breaking the loaves, bleſſing the fiſh, 
and giving them to his Diſciples. Apply this alſo ſpi- 
ritually, and acknowledpge in the fiſh, and ſeven 


loaves, the Proviſion of Grace afforded us in the ſe- 


yen Sacraments, as alſo the ſeven Gifts of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, whereby the Soul s filled with comfort, 
ſtrength, and vigour, to continue the courſe of 
our Pilgrimage. 

Conlider 3. And they took, up that which was left of 
the fragments ſeven Backers full, Thus God is always 
overflowing 1n his liberality, and gifts towards us z 
but how niggard and cloſe-handed are we towards 
him, and our Neighbour ? Obſerve here, that the 
Over-plus that we have either in Temporals, or 
Spirituals, ought not to be caſt away, but gather- 
ed together for the ſupply of others that are indi- 
gent.Laſtly, learn this great Leſſon, that none will 
ever be the poorer, but rather the richer for what 
they beſtow out of pure Charity upon others, for 
relief of their corporal or ſpiritual neceſlities. See 
more of the like ſubject, concerning the five loaves, 
P- 354, 353: 

| VII. Sunday after Pentecoſt, 
Of Falſe Prophets, Mat. 7. 15. page 319. 

Conſider 1. Take ye heed of falſe Prophets, which 
come to you in ſheeps Clothing, but inwardly are raven- 
ng Wolves. Falle Prophets 1. Are Hereticks, who 
under the fair pretence of SanCtity,Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, expounding ofScripture, &c. preach falſe 
Doctrine. 2. All thoſe, which under the pretext 
of ſome good, or Virtue, eſpecially of Prudence 
and Diſcretion, preach to us ſuch things as are 
more agreeable to fleſh and blood : Such are Selt- 
love, Concupiſcence, Paſſion, Worldly Maxims, 
Pleaſant Companions, the Devil, &c. Have a care 
what Prophets you entertainz ſce they be none - 
thoſe 


Thren.2.14, 
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Phil, 3. 20, 
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thoſe of whom Jeremy, Thy Prophets have ſeen falſc 
and fooliſh things tothee. LO : 

Conſider 2. By their fruits you ſhall know them, 
Think what are the fruits of the above mentioned | 
falſe Prophets: Obſtinacy, Licentiouſneſs, Diſor- | 
der, Diſquiet, Sting and Wound of Conſcience, | 
&e. Agood Tree cannot yield evil fruuts, neither an | 
evil Tree good fruits : The Tree planted in the earth | 
raiſeth its branches and fruit upwards; ſo man, | 
though uponearth, ſhould have his converſation in 
Heaven, and produce heavenly fruit : Every tree that 
yieldeth not good fruit, ſhall be cut down, and caſt in- | 
70 the fire: Take warning, and yield good fruit 
in time; perhaps the Ax is now put to the root of 
your Tree. on 
Conſider 3.Not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord,ſhall 
enter into the Kirigdom of Heaven, but he that doth the 
will of my Father which u in Heaven : Not all that 
call upon God by an exterior Profeſſion of God- 
lineſs, nor all that undertake to Preach his Word 
ſhall be ſaved, but thoſe only which bring forth the 
good required, viz. the Will of God, declared un- 


_ to them by the Holy IR Ones, | 


Interior Inſpirations, &c. Thu z the Will of God 
( faith the Apoſtle) your Santtification, by ſuperna- 
tural Grace, and exerciſe of ſolid Virtue, accord- 
ing to evety ones ſtate and profeſſion. 
VIII. Sunday after Pentecoſt. | 
Of the Unjuſt Steward, Lc. 16. 1. page 327. ſee 
page 442. p 
IX. Sunday after Pentecoſt, 
Of Chriſts weeping over the City, Zuc. 19.41. 
page 335. ſee page 142. | 
 N. Sunday after Pentecoſt. - 
Of the Publican, and the Pharifee, Luk.18.9.P-342- 


ſee P. 452- — 
Xl. Sunday 


throughout the Tear, 


| XI. Sunday after Pentecoſt, 
Of the Deaf and Dumb Man, arc. 7..31.P. 349. 
ſee p.402.&c. - XII. Sunday after Pentecoft. 
Of the man wounded by Thieves, and of the gocd 
Samaritan, Luc. 10.23, P. 357. ſeep. 425, &c. 
XIII. Sunday after Pentecoſt, 
Of the ten Lepers, Zuc. 17. 11. P. 3 64. ſee p. 460, 
Fo XIV. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of ſerving God, and Mammon, at. 6.24. Þ. 372. 
Conſider 1. No man can ſerve two Maſters, &c, 
You cannon ſerve God, and Mammon. There are two 
that would have you for their Servant,God, and the 
World; you cannot ſerve both, becauſe they are op- 
polite to one another ; neither can you ſerve one, 
without hating the other : God requires of you,that 
you ſhould ſeek Heaven,contemn Earthly things,um- 
brace Virtue, curb the Fleſh, ſubdue Senſe,&c. The 
World,on the contrary,will have you ſeek your own 
content, and ſatisfaction, enjoy the conveniences of 
this life, negleCt ſpiritual things, cheriſh and pam- 
per the fleſh, and give full ſcope to all your ſenſual 
Appetites. Now chuſe which of theſe two Services 
you like beſt, whom you will have for your Maſter, 
whom you will love, and whom you will hate. 

_ Conlider 2. Therefore I ſay unto you, be not careful 
for your life what you ſhall eat, neither for your body 
what rayment you [oat put 03, &c, Chrilt perſwades 
us here to caſt off all immoderate care of Tempo- 
rals, which he doth by five convincing Arguments. 
1. 4 Majori. If God hath given us our Soul, and Bo- 
dy, he will alſo provide us with neceſlaries for their 
preſervation. 2. 4 Minorj. If God doth fo provi- 
dently feed the beaſts of the earth, and adorn the 
flowers and graſs of the field ; what will he not do 
for his children? 3. For that all our care avalleth 


nothing without Gods Providence,not being able ta 
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add a Cubit to your ſtature, 4. For that this care is 
common to Heathens and Infidels, that know not 
God,nor proper for Chriſtians,that believe and truſt 
in him. 5. For that God is a loving Father, who 
A cannot know the neceſſities of his children, and let | 
them want. | 
Conſider 3.That moſt admirable and comfortable 
concluſion ; Seektherefore firſt the Kingdom of God,and 
the Fuſtice thereof,,and all theſe things ſhall be given you 
beſides : The Kingdom of God 1s his Glory,and our 
tuc.1o.42, Everlaſting Happineſs; This one thing 25 neceſſary ; 
Mar, 13, 44» this is the treaſure hidden mn a fieid ; this is the Precio: 
$50 Fewel., to be purchaſed with all we have ; this ought 
to be our prime care, to imploy our chieteſt 
thoughts, to take up our beſt times, &c. which 
done, all theſe things ſhall be given us beſides. O that 
we had courage and reſolution to perform the firſt 
part, and faith enough practically to believe this 
fatter. X V. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Ofthe Widows Son of Naim, Luc. 7. 1 1.Þ.380, ſee 
P. 416, 417. XVI. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of the man cured of the Dropſte, Luc. 14.1: p. 3838. 
Conſider r. And it came to paſs when FESUS entred 
znto the houſe of a certain Prince of the Phariſees »por: 
the Sabboth to eat bread, that they watched him, Ponder 
here the goodneſs of Chriſt, not refuſing to eat,and 
converſe familiarly with his Enemies,ſeeking there- 
by occaſion to do them good;and the perverſeneſs of 
the Phariſees in obſerving and watching him, not to 
profit, but to calumniate. Do you obſerve our Lord 
in all his ſayings, and doings ; but ſo as to benefit 
your ſelf, and glorifie him, - and endeavour to de- 
mean your ſelf ſo in all your exteriour comport- 
ment, that you need not fear to be obſerved and ta- 
kennotice of by all, even yaur Enemies: 
Conſider 2, Ard behold there was a certain man be- 


fore 


throughout the Year. 


fore him that had a Dropfie. Behold your Rf in this 


man, and acknowledge with St. Auguſtin , that you 
have a Conſcience ſick of the Dropſie, thirlting after 
terrene things; the more you are itidulgent to your 
ſelf, the niore you nouriſh thisdiſeaſe. Chrilt feels 
their pulſe, and temper, before he cures this min z 
ſaying, 1s it lawful to cure on the Sabboth ? but they 
were aſhamed to diſcover their malignity openly, 
and (whate're they thought ) they held thetr peace * 
But he taking him, healed him, and ſent him away : And 
to juſtifie himſelf, appeals to their own Conſcience, 
what they would judge lawful in a leſs concern of 
their own Ox, or Als. | 
Confider 3. When thou art invited to a Marriage, ſit 
ot down in the firſt place, &c. but go ſit down 1 the 
loweſt place, &c. This, as all other things that he 
taught, Chriſt exerciſed himſelf ; he deſcended 
from the higheſt Heaven, to the Womb of a poor 
and humble Virgin; and all his life long choſe for 
himſelf, in all occations, that which was meanelf, 
and became for us the very Out-caſt of the people. 
Ponder well that @vlden Sentence, Every one that ex- 
alteth himſelf, ſhall be humbled; and he that humbleth 
himſelf, ſhall be exalted. Firſt and Laſt are other- 
wiſe taken by God, otherwiſe by the World; the 
lower one 1s in the Worlds reckoning, the higher he 
is in Gods account ; and on the contrary. Chriſt 
was in the laſt Rank with the World,but in the firit 
with God: If therefore you delire to be near Chriſt 
in Glory, you muſt come cloſe to him in Humility: 
X V II. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of the great Precept of Charity, /ar.22.34.Þ.396. 
Conſider 1. A Dottor of Law asked of him, which is 
the great Commandment iathe Law ? FESUS ſaidunto 


him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God from thy whole 


heart, and with thy whole foul, and withthy whole mind. 
| Ll2. We 
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We love him with our whole heart, ſoul, and mind, 
when we dire&t our thoughts, affections, ſenſes,and 
actions tohim; and when we let no created thing 
have any place in our heart, but in order to him, 
and deteſt whatſoever 1s diſpleaſing to him. Con- 
{der the Motives you have to this love: x. His 
benefits towards you, in your Creation, Conſervati- 
on, Redemption, SanCtification, Gifts of Grace, and 
promule of Glory. 2. His own infinite Amiableneſls, 
his Bounty, Riches, Power, Glory, Beauty, &c. 
Conſider 2. Fhis love muſt not content it ſelf 
with bare affections, wiſhes,and deſires ; it muſt paſs 
to actions, and both do, and ſuffer, when occaſton 1s, 
tor the ſervice and honour of God, that we may be 
able to ſay with the Apoſtle, Who ſhall ſeparate ms 
from the love of Chriſt ? tribulation, or diſtreſs, &C. or 
danger, or perſecution,,or ſword? It is the property of 
true love to be communicative of it ſelf, and what 


It hath, with its Beloved: Give therefore freely to 


God your ſelf, and whatſoever you have; and be- 
cauſe you have nothing that you have not from him, 
return it entire to him again by gratitude,and fairh- 
tul uſe in his ſervice. This # the greateſt and firſt Con- 
aaandment. 


Conſider 3. The ſecond #5 like to this, Thou ſhalt love | 


1y Netghbeur as thy ſelf. Our Neighbour 1s not one, 
but every Child of Adam, Friend, and Enemy, &<c. 
The Rule of our Love 1s no other than our ſelves ; 


-whatſoever therefore you would have done, or not. 


done to your ſelf, obſerve the ſame towards others, 
out of love, and for God, and you have obſerved 
this Precept : Our Motives are, for that we are all 
Created to the ſame Image of God, Redeemed with 
the ſame precious Blood of Chriſt, Children of the 
lame Heavenly Father, called to the Inheritance of 
the ſame Kingdom, &c, Make It your whole ftydy 
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throughout the Year, 


to have perfe&t Charity towards God, and your 
Neighbour, knowing that Or theſe two Command- 
meats depend the whole Law, and Propicts. 

XVIII. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of the Bed-rid man let down from the Roof, at. 
9. 1. P. 405. ſeep. 392, 393- 

XIX. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of the Invitation to the Wedding, at. 22. 1, 
P. 412.1ſce p. 431, &c. 

XX. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 

Of the Princes Son reffvred to health, Jo. 4. 46. 
P- 420. fee P. 387. ; 

X XI. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 
Of him that ow'd ten thouſand Talents, at. 28. 
23. Þ.425. 

Conſider I. There was one preſented unto his Lord 
that owed him ten thouſand Talents. This is your ſelf, 
and every ſinner; there is no Debt ſo great as that 
of Sin; think how great yours is; And not having 
wherewith to repay it Jus Lord commanded that he ſhould 
be ſold : We have nothing of our own to make ſatit- 
zaction of, and by fin we torfeit Grace, Heaven,God, 
Soul, & Body,and inllave our ſelves to the Devil. Bc 
that Steward falling down before him, ſaid,bave patience 
with me,and 1 will repay thee all. Think how often God 
hath had patience with you; you may truly ſay 


20t conſumed. 
Conlider 2. And the Lord of that ſervant movcd 


[with picy, diſmnifſed him,and forgave him the debt, How 


callly 1s God ſatisfied ? how great 1s his bounty who 
giveth more than is asked, or conld be hoped for ? 
He hath done the ſame,and muck more for you ; and 
hathnot ouly freed you from the Havery of ſin, but 
alſo made you his Adopted Son,and Heir of his King- 
dom : When that ſervant was gone forth, he found = of 
22s 


with the Prophet, 1 he ercies of our Lord, that I am Theen.3 32] 
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bis fellow ſervants, that did owe him a hundred pence» 
and laying hands upon him, caught him by the throat, ſay- 
ing, Repay me what thou oweſt; and notwithſtanding 
the others humble entreaty, went his way, and caſt 
him into priſon, till he repayed the debt, How often 
do you the ſame inthe petty injuries done to you ? 
Conſider 3. Thou ungracious ſervant, &c. oughteſt 
wot thou alſo to have mercy upon thy fellow ſervant, even 
as Thad mercy upon thee? Apply theſe words to your 
ſelf, and take heed of what follows: And his Lord| 
being wroth, delivered him to the Tormentors, until he 
had repaid all the debt. Ponder well the final clauſe : 
So alſo ſhall my Father do to you, if you forgive not eve- 
ry one his Brother from your hearts. Sins once forgiven 
return not, but the ſucceeding Ingratitude is made 
the greater, and worthy of double puniſhment, b 
the greatneſs of the former benefit. This forgive- 
neſs muſt not be verbal only, but from the heart, 
and without keeping any grudge. / 
X XII. Sunday after Pentecoſt. 7 
Of paying Tribute to Ceſar, Mar. 22. 15. p. 4361 
_ Conſider 1. Maſter, we know that thou art a tru(S 
ſpeaker, and teacheſt the way of God in truth, neithen< 
careſt thou for any man, for thou doſt not reſpect th(® 
perſons of men. Here is delivered a perfect deſcripti{C 
on of an upright man : Think how you are in every! 
particular; whether you be « t7ue ſpeaker : 1, As tqu 
your ſelf, by a right judgment, and eſtimate © 
things. 2. Inrelation toothers, by conformance ofC 
your words to Truth, and Conſcience ; whether yo 
hold the way of God, or not rather the Maxims andX 
Principles of the World ; whether you care for mar|O 
ſo as to fear, orlove him more than you do God 
and whether you reſpect the perſon of men, ſfoas t 
do, or omit any thing for humane reſpects, agatn 
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cel Conſider 2. Is it lawful to give tribute toCeſar? A 

ay- pertinent Queſtion, but propoſed with a wicked in- 

ins tention, to intrap himinhzs ſpeeches : But there is no 

caſt Counſel nor Wiſdom againſt our Lord, who takes 

ten] them in their own Traps, propoſing to them a que- 

12 | {tion about the Tribute Coyn, ſaying, Whoſe is this 

teſt Image and Super ſcription? Look upon your ſelf and 

venl 2SkK this queſtion, Whoſe is this image ? You cannot ſay 

our[ It is Ceſars, or the Worlds; it is Gods: The hight of ® 4-7 + 


ord|tÞy Countenance, O Lord ut ſigned upon us + But alas ! 
1 hel how deformed is it become? you have made it the 


ſe | Image of the Terrene Man; endeavour to reform 

-ve. your ſelf, till Chriſt be formed again in you; and as Gal. 4.15: 
you have born the Image of the Earthly, fo hereafter YOOIe? 
bear the image of the Heavenly. 

Conſider 3. Render therefore to Ceſar the things that 
| are Ceſars, and to God the things that are Gods : God 
art, w1ll have us give every one his due ; Tribute to whom 
tribute, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, ho- 
our to whom honour : Owe no man any thing but that you 
,361/0ve one another,Render your ſelf therefore,Body,and 
!rud Soul, with all your Powers, Senſes, and Faculties to 
then God, whoſe you are by Creation, Redemption, &c. 
- cþqRender likew1ſe what you owe to your Neighbour, 
pti47o wit,Love,and Charity,who is made to the ſame 
:ery Image, Created by the ſame hand, and redeemed 
$5 tqwith the ſame precious Blood with your ſelf. 

e © XXII. Srnday after Pentecoſt. 

-e of Of the Princeſs Daughter,and the Hemorroiſe, Hat, 
you] 9-15. page 444. ſce page 413, 414, 415 
andXX1IV.Sunday after Pentecoft,or the laſt before Advent. 
naulOf the Deſtruction of Fer:ſalem, and of 'the latter 
50d] Judgment, ar. 24.15. F— 

25 td Conſider 1. When you ſhall ſte the abomination of 
ainſ Deſolation,&c. then they that are in Fewry,let them fiy to 
the Mowtains, $c. In the firſt partof this Goſpel, 
Con | Chriſt 


Row. 9, 134 
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Chriſt treateth of Jer«ſalems DeſtruCtion,and Deſo 
lation; in the ſecond,of the latter Judgment; Deatl 
is the time of mans greateſt Deſolation,and the nex:! 
paſſage to his particular Judgment, on which de 
pends the General: Chriſt therefore warns us to pro 
vide for it in time, for when it is once come, it wil 
then be too late,and we ſhall be ſo ſurprized,that we 
ſhall not have leiſure to diſpoſe of our ſelves,or out 
Goods, as we would: He that 25 on the houſe top, let hin 
710t come down to take any thing out of his houſe ; and hi 
that 1s in the field, let him not go back to take his Coat. 
Confider 2. Ws to them that are with Child, and that 
give ſuck in thoſe days. That laſt day is always at 
hand, perhaps this may be it : Wo be to you, if you 
labour till now in bare deſires, and have as yet 
brought forth no good works to light; Pray that 
your flight be not in the Winter : Stir your ſelf up to 
Fervour, and havea care, Death comes not upon 
you while you are cold, and frozen in Gods ſervice ; 
Nor on the Sabboth, while you are in your jollities ; 
You muſt bediſpoſed for every hour, for no hour is 
ſecure from danger. 
Conſider 3. There ſhall be then great tribulation,ſuch 
4 bath not been from the beginning of the world, Such 
will Death truly be,to tepid and improvident Chri- 
ſtians, that have put off till then what they ſhould 
have done before; the Body will then be torment- 
ed all over with a dreadful Agony, but much more 
the Conſcience,for then it will have a clearer know-! 
ledge of Good and Evil, and will find the burden of 
Sin more heavy, and unſupportable, than ever be- 
fore. If you be wiſe, ſeek to avoid this Tribula- 
tion;do now what you would have done then; avoid 
now what you Worle wiſh then to have avoided, | 
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